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Mayors of Cranford, Garwood, Millburn,
Rahway, Springfield and Union Town-
ship having been calling for help to
mitigate against future flooding such as
occurred during Hurricane Irene in Au-
gust 2011. They sent a letter to Gover-
nor Chris Christie requesting $20 mil-
lion to build floodwater storage areas
and enhance their levies.
This past week Senator Robert
Menendez (D-N.J.) announced
$500,000 in federal funding from the
U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers’ budget and an-
other half-million dollars
from President Barack
Obama’s federal budget
to complete a flood miti-
gation study of the 82-
mile Rahway River Wa-
tershed.
The project itself is said
to cost $68 million. That’s
a lot of money. The study
is said to primarily focus
on the area between Or-
ange Reservoir to the
north through Rahway
to the south.
Would this be the correct
solution or just a repeat
of past mistakes? Seems
like dredging the river
on a regular basis is a
more effective safe-
guard. We understand
from old-timers that
dredging from Millburn

through Springfield, Cranford and Rahway
then to the ocean outlet in Elizabeth was
practiced.
The old-timers tell us the Rahway River
bed in Cranford was 12 feet deep back
then. It’s about four feet now, having
been silted up (with little way for the
water to pass through). Could the old-
timers be correct?
Surely, a solution must be regional — and
it must be put in the hands of the engi-
neers.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
A RIVER RUNS THROUGH IT…The Riverside Inn in Cranford takes the brunt of
the floodwaters that raged down Springfield Avenue onto North Avenue on August
28, 2011 after Hurricane Irene’s wrath. Vast areas of Cranford were under water.

Modern Living Is Game
Changer in Fighting Fires

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The township be-
gan its 2015 departmental bud-
get review Monday at its work-
shop meeting. During the bud-
get review of the fire depart-
ment, Fire Captain Andy Stratton
said when a fire ignites in a build-
ing made with modern-day con-
struction materials and furnish-
ings, the fire will spread more
rapidly than with materials used
in the mid-20th century.

“The game has changed,” Capt.
Stratton said.

Firefighter deaths have risen
by 67 percent, a study by Under-
writers Laboratories shows, due
to the fires in newly constructed
buildings, as well as firefighters
having less on-the-job training
and fighting more complex fires.

The fire department requested
to increase its manpower by three
— by adding a deputy chief and
two firefighters. It also requested
to reinstate an administrative
officer position. The total addi-
tional cost for the deputy chief
and two firefighters would be
$230,000 for 2015.

Capt. Stratton said the depart-
ment is regarded as the “Miracle
Fire Department” by other mu-
nicipal fire departments.

Westfield and Cranford have
the two lowest staffed fire de-
partments in Union County, Capt.
Stratton said.

The additions of new apart-
ment buildings in Cranford —
555 South Avenue, Riverfront,
and the potential of a develop-
ment at Birchwood Avenue —
would indicate a public safety
impact, Capt. Stratton said. He
also compared those buildings to
the Avalon at Edgewater that
caught fire recently.

“The modern fire problem is
very dangerous,” Fire Chief
Leonard Dolan III said.

Mayor Andis Kalnins said later
in the meeting that the township
building department has in-
spected the new construction and
those buildings are meeting the
codes and also have sprinklers
and fire blocks. He said regard-
ing the fire in Edgewater, “the
impression is some codes were
not met.”

Chief Dolan also noted that ev-
ery officer in the department is
new. Additionally, Chief Dolan is
to retire next month.

Chief Dolan also requested an
increase in the per diem rate of
the EMT workers to $18 per hour.
Currently they are paid $15.39.

The equipment and the fire de-
partment building, built in 1980,
he said are old.

The zoning department pre-
sented a flat budget.

Municipal Judge Mark Cassidy
requested the Municipal Court
budget be increased to allow for
two additional court sessions be-
cause he said the sessions run
too late. The court sessions be-
gin at 5:30 p.m. and end some-
where between 11 p.m. and mid-
night, he said. He also requested
an increase in his salary and a
raise for a member of the clerical
staff, who he said is “grossly
underpaid.” He said he has been
employed with the township for
seven years without a pay raise.

Chief Financial Officer Lavona
Patterson presented the finance
department budget. Payroll ser-
vices provided by ADP is $64,000,
and is one of the larger expenses
in the budget, she said.

Township Clerk Tara Rowley
presented the budget of the
clerk’s office. An increase of
$20,000 was allotted for the cost
of the codification of the Master
Plan and an increase in legal
advertising costs was included.

Prior to the departmental bud-

Instead Of $1 Million Study,
We Should Dredge Rahway River
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