
BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-3  Thursday, February 12, 2015

goleader.com/ballyhoo

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Michael Smith pumped in 19
points as the Cranford High School
boys basketball team upset
Rahway, 65-55, on February 3 in
Cranford. The impressive win over
the Indians, who entered with a
10-4 record, may have been the
Cougars’ best effort of the sea-
son. It came on the heels of a 66-
49 victory over Scotch Plains-
Fanwood.

The Cougars jumped out to an
early 16-7 first-quarter lead
against Rahway then held the
Indians at bay for the rest of the
contest.

“We had a team meeting a
couple of games back,” said Cou-
gar Kevin Trotter, who scored 10
points. “I think that really helped
to change our mindset. We’ve
been playing with a different at-
titude lately.”

In the opening quarter, Cranford
scored on a combination of drives
to the basket and 3-pointers,
while sinking seven of eight free
throws. Sean Leonard’s baseline
drive was followed by a nice back
door cut in which Joe Norton
provided the assist, giving
Cranford a 12-5 lead with 1:07
on the clock.

“We played unselfish basket-
ball today, said Cranford forward

James Kellet. “We limited the
mistakes to a manageable num-
ber and we did a good job boxing
them out. That is always some-
thing we try to focus on but we
don’t always succeed. Today we
did and we got a good result
because of it.”

In the second quarter, Cranford
took an 18-7 lead then spent the
rest of the period fending off a
run by the Indians. A 3-pointer
by Jayson Peoples followed by a
put back from Fred Womble pulled
the Indians to within 30-28 at the
half.

Despite the rally, Rahway was
struggling against the inspired
Cougars. Normally outmatched
on the boards due to lack of
height and injuries, Cranford held
up well and continued to pres-
sure Rahway defenders with
drives to the basket and by con-
verting their free throws. Cranford
would sink 18 free throws on the
game compared to 10 for Rahway.

“We have had a lot of trouble
with injuries this season,” said
Trotter. “We are just taking the
approach that when someone
goes down with an injury it is the
next man up who has got to come
through and play at a high level.
We know we have a small starting
five right now. That is just the way
it is. We’ve got to overcome it.”

The Cougars took an eight-point
lead in the third quarter after
Smith’s inside bucket made the
score 41-33 with 1:28 left in the
period. But Rahway surged at
quarter’s end to pull close again.
Womble scored on a lay-up with
08 seconds left, then stole a pass
and scored again as the buzzer
sounded to cut the lead to 42-39
heading into the fourth quarter.

The Cougars, once again, took
charge in the fourth quarter, and
slowly rebuilding their lead. The
key sequence came when Trotter

converted a steal to a lay-up with
just under three minutes remain-
ing to push the lead to 58-50.
Trotter then followed that with
another transition basket to make
it 60-50 with just 1:36 remaining.

This time the Cougars made no
mental errors down the stretch,
sinking three of four free throws
and never letting Rahway pull
any closer. The way the team
closed out the game left Head
Coach Ryan Huber with hope that
his cast of young players might

SMITH SCORES 19 POINTS, CHRISTIANO PUTS IN 12 POINTS, LEONARD SINKS 11 POINTS

Cranford Cougars Hold Off Rahway B-Ball Boys, 65-55
finally be maturing.

“Other than Luke Christiano,
this team is made up of a lot of
guys who were JV players for us
last year,” said Coach Huber.
“Injuries to players like Eric
Donahue, Jack Shetelich and Wills
have made it that much more
difficult for us. Today was one of
those times where we managed
to put it all together. I thought

our guys did a great job of limit-
ing second shot opportunities for
Rahway. Kevin Trotter was big
for us again. He has come on of
late.”

Christiano finished with 12
points. Leonard chipped in 11
points and Hunter Remley added
six, while Albert Gargiulo and
Fonseca had three each. Michael
Famosa led Rahway with 17
points.
Rahway   7 18 11 19 55
Cranford 16 14 12 23 65

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

THREE SPORT ATHLETE...Cranford Cougar Luke Christiano, a three-sport athlete, flanked by his father John and
mother Ellen, along with twin brother Mark, has signed to play football at Lehigh University in the fall. Pictured, from
left to right, are: back row; Darren Torsone (Director of Athletics), and head coaches Ryan Huber (basketball), Erik
Rosenmeier (football) and Al Reinoso (lacrosse).
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