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Auditions Announced for
Summer Conservatory

CRANFORD – The Pineda Con-
servatory has announced upcoming
auditions for the 2015 summer conser-
vatory featuring fully staged produc-
tions of the Tony Award Nominated
musical The Wedding Singer and When
You Wish Upon A Star, a cabaret of our
childhood favorites. Students entering
9th grade and graduating high school
seniors are eligible to audition for this
rigorous training program.

Center Stage is a five-week inten-
sive program for outstanding musical
theatre students taught by professional
staff with experience on Broadway,
regionally and on theatre & concert
stages around the world. Students par-
ticipate in daily dance, voice, audi-
tion preparation and acting classes as
well as special industry-related work-
shops and master classes. In the 2014
season the Center Stage class was
treated to a visit from Michelle
O’Connell, who plays Carlotta in
Broadway’s The Phantom of the Op-
era and students also participated in
fundraising efforts for Broadway
Cares Equity Fights Aids.

Former Pineda Conservatory stu-
dents have been accepted into some
of the nation's leading college theatre
programs and conservatories and have
gone on to appear in television, mov-
ies, professional theatres and opera
houses around the country.

The program runs June 29th to
August 2nd, meeting daily monday
through friday from 12:30 to 5:30
p.n. at the Cranford Dramatic Club

Theatre in Cranford. Enrollment is
limited and acceptance into the pro-
gram is by audition only. Every stu-
dent selected participates in both
shows. Those who are ensemble in
The Wedding Singer will perform as
the featured players in When You
Wish Upon A Star, with songs se-
lected specifically for them.

Auditions will be held Saturdays,
February 21 and 28 and Sunday, March
1 by appointment only. Further audi-
tion information can be found and
audition appointments can be made at
www.pinedaconservatory.com/Sum-
mer-Center-Stage.html. or by calling
(908) 731-1377.

Westfield Area Y to Host
Fifth-Grade Beach Party

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Area Y has announced that dance
parties for fifth graders are back
this year. A “Beach Party” dance
will be held for fifth graders on
Friday, February 20, at the Robert
and Virginia Bauer Family Branch,
located at 422 East Broad Street,
Westfield, from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m.

Participants can wear a Hawai-
ian shirt if they wish. A DJ will
spin music, run fun games and have
plenty of giveaways. This will be
an opportunity for fifth graders to
hang out with old friends and make
new friends within a safe, fun en-
vironment. Snacks and drinks will
be available for a nominal fee.

Parents can take advantage of the
new valet drop-off and pick-up ser-
vices for this event. A parent-signed

Youth/Teen Event form is required
(one form is valid for the school
year). The form can be found online
at westfieldynj.org under Event
Registration Form; at the Main Y
Facility, located at 220 Clark Street,
Westfield, or at the Bauer Branch.
Interested persons can take advan-
tage of special pricing if purchasing
before 6 p.m., or they may pay at
the door the night of the event. For
questions or more information, e-
mail jcruz@westfieldynj.org or call
(908) 233-2700, extension no. 406.

To learn more about Westfield Area
Y programs, visit westfieldynj.org.
Financial assistance is available for
those who qualify.

MOUNTAINSIDE – Imagine see-
ing a festival-winning gem before
release to the public, then the lights
come up, and there in front of you are
the creators of the film, ready to an-
swer questions and discuss their work.

Starting Monday, March 2,
Arthouse Film Festival will run for
ten weeks at two New Jersey the-
atres: AMC Mountainside and AMC
Monmouth Mall.

The festival has hosted 1,661 movie
premieres with 1,062 live guest ap-
pearances over the past 24 years.

Oscar winners and nominees
Danny Aiello, Alan Arkin, James
Cromwell, Frank Darabont, Jesse
Eisenberg, Ethan Hawke, Jean-Pierre
Jeunet, Melissa Leo, Viggo
Mortensen, Chazz Palminteri, John
Sayles, Aaron Sorkin, Fisher Stevens
and David Strathairn have joined
Dylan Baker, Famke Janssen, Joseph
Gordon-Levitt, Derek Luke, Mary
Stuart Masterson, David Morse,
Connie Nielsen, Joe Pantoliano and
Kevin Smith as guest speakers who
have come to share their insights with
festival participants.

“The program will always be flex-
ible in order to take advantage of
opportunities as they arise,” said festi-
val director Chuck Rose.  “Wonderful
surprises and fantastic celebrities can
pop up out of nowhere, so we try to
keep the schedule as fluid as possible.

“Seven of the films we premiered
before public release last year went
on to receive a total of 18 Oscar and
European Film Award nominations,”
explained Mr. Rose.

For information, to see which films
were screened in the past or which
ones may be screened this spring, or
to register, visit
www.ArthouseFilmFestival.com  or
call (732) 870-6012.

 The festival is open to anyone, but
seating is limited, so early enroll-
ment is advised.  Subscription is $139
for five weeks or $245 for all ten
weeks.  Also being offered is a spe-
cially priced flex ticket so the user
may choose any eight out of ten nights

for their convenience.  Discounts will
be available for early registration.

Confirmed films and those under
consideration for the upcoming festi-
val include:  “A Pigeon Sat on a
Bench Reflecting on Existence” with
Nils Westblom, Holger Andersson;
“The Age of Adaline” with Blake
Lively, Harrison Ford, director Lee
Toland Krieger; “Child 44” with Tom
Hardy, Noomi Rapace, director
Daniel Espinosa; “Cameron Crowe
Untitled” with Bradley Cooper,
Emma Stone, director Cameron
Crowe; “Clouds of Sils Maria” with
Juliette Binoche, Kristen Stewart,
director Olivier Assayas; “El Critico”
with Rafael Spregelburd, Dolores
Fonzi, director Hernan Guerschuny;
“Far from the Maddening Crowd”
with Carey Mulligan, Matthias
Schoenaerts, director Thomas
Vinterberg; “Gemma Bovery” with
Fabrice Luchini, Gemma Arterton,
director Anne Fontaine; “Iris” with
Iris Apfel, Carl Apfel, director Albert
Maysles; “Kumiko, the Treasure
Hunter” with Rinko Kikuchi, Nathan
Zellner, director David Zellner; “Love
& Mercy” with Elizabeth Banks, John
Cusack, director Bill Pohlad; “Misery
Loves Company” with Tom Hanks,
Larry David, director Kevin Pollak;
“Mistress America” with Juliet Brett,
Michael Chernus, director Noah
Baumbach; “Of Horses and Men” with
Ignvar E. Sigurdsson, Charlotte
Boving, director Benedikt Erlingsson;
“Rock the Kasbah” with Bill Murray,
Bruce Willis, director Barry Levinson;
“She’s Funny That Way” with Jenni-
fer Aniston, Owen Wilson, director
Peter Bogdanovich; “Slow West” with
Michael Fassbender, Kodi Smit-
McPhee, director John Maclean;
“Suite Francaise” with Michelle Wil-
liams, Matthias Schoenaerts, director
Saul Dibb; “Sunshine Superman” with
Carl and Jean Boenish, director Marah
Strauch; “Woman in Gold” with Helen
Mirren, Ryan Reynolds, director
Simon Curtis; and “The Wrecking
Crew” with Brian Wilson, Glen
Campbell, director Denny Tedesco.

Kean Department of Theatre
Presents Musical Peter Pan
UNION – The Kean University

Department of Theatre’s 2014-2015
Season continues with the high-flying
musical Peter Pan, opening Friday,
February 20 in Kean’s Wilkins The-
atre. Based on the tremendously popu-
lar play by Sir James M. Barrie, Peter
Pan will be directed by Department of
Theatre faculty member Holly Logue
with musical direction by Meg
Zervoulis, choreography by Michele
Mossay, lyrics by Carolyn Leigh, and
music by Morris "Moose" Charlap.
The cast of Kean University students
also includes two local children -
Joshua Hunt of Cranford and Lucas
Luchsinger of Elizabeth - who will
share the role of Michael Darling.

In this classic tale of Neverland - a
place where dreams are born and no
one ever grows up - Peter and his
mischievous fairy sidekick Tinkerbell
visit the nursery of the Darling chil-
dren late one night, and with a sprinkle
of pixie dust begin a magical journey
across the stars that none of them will
ever forget. In the adventure of a life-
time, the travelers come face to face
with a ticking crocodile, a fierce Na-
tive American warrior, a band of bun-
gling pirates, and the villainous Cap-
tain Hook.

Kean’s production, which began
rehearsing in early January, will fea-
ture a number of complex flying se-
quences, according to Ms. Logue. “The
characters of Peter, Wendy, Michael,
John and Jane will all be flown by the
original Peter Pan flying company,
Flying by Foy,” stated Ms. Logue.
“With multiple tracking systems, the
Wilkins Theatre has been absolutely
transformed to allow for the magic of
flight.”

Widely considered the premier the-
atrical flying service in the world,
Flying by Foy was established in 1957
by Peter Foy, who famously flew ac-
tress Mary Martin as Peter Pan on

Broadway in 1954. In the past sixty
years, Mr. Foy’s company has flown
thousands of Peter Pans in produc-
tions across the globe, including
Allison Williams, a star of the HBO hit
series “Girls,” in NBC’s recent televi-
sion special, “Peter Pan Live.”

Kean’s production will also benefit
from some spectacular fight choreog-
raphy by legendary fight director Rick
Sordelet. A faculty member of the
New School for Drama, the Yale
School of Drama, and the Neighbor-
hood Playhouse, Mr. Sordelet has
staged fights for 65 renowned Broad-
way productions, including The
Scottsboro Boys, The Royal Family,
Disney’s The Lion King, Beauty and
the Beast, Tarzan, and Aida. “With
multiple national and international
productions, over 1000 episodes of
daytime television, and a dozen fea-
ture films, the Kean students in Peter
Pan have been afforded an unprec-
edented opportunity to work with a
wonderfully high-profile professional
in Rick Sordelet,” said Ms. Logue.

Peter Pan runs February 20th
through 28th in Kean’s Wilkins The-
atre at 1000 Morris Avenue in Union.
Performances are scheduled for Fri-
day, February 20 at 8 p.m.; Saturday,
February 21 at 2 p.m. & 8 p.m.; Sun-
day, February 22 at 2 p.m.; Wednes-
day, February 25 at 8 p.m.; Thursday,
February 26 at 5:00 p.m. (followed by
a brief Q & A with the cast); Friday,
February 27 at 10 a.m. (student mati-
nee) & 8 p.m.; and Saturday, February
28 at 2 p.m. & 8 p.m.

Standard tickets are $15, with $12
tickets available for Kean faculty, staff,
and alumni, and $10 tickets available
for students. To purchase tickets or
request a Department of Theatre sea-
son brochure, please call the Kean
Stage box office at (908) 737-SHOW
(7469), email ticket@kean.edu, or visit
www.keanstage.com.

The Cameos to Perform
At Gran Centurions

CLARK – The Cameos, New
Jersey's favorite oldies group, will
appear at The Gran Centurions, 440
Madison Hill Road, Clark  on Friday,
March 13.

The dinner show will open at 7
p.m. featuring a deluxe buffet, des-
sert, wine, beer, and soda. Cash bar is
available.

This event is sponsored by UNICO,
the largest Italian American service
organization in the nation.

For information or tickets call (908)
337-0141.

JAZZING IT UP...The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Jazz Band, directed by Durand
Thomas, will be one of the bands performing at the Fifth Annual Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Jazz Festival. The event will take place on Friday, February 27,
beginning at 5:30 p.m., at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School.

SP-F Jazz Festival to Feature
Area High School Musicians

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Fifth
Annual Scotch Plains-Fanwood Jazz
Festival will take place on Friday,
February 27, at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School, located at 667
Westfield Road, Scotch Plains.

Young jazz musicians from five
central New Jersey schools will per-
form starting at 5:30 p.m. General
admission is $7 per person; the cost
for students and senior citizens is $5.
A variety of food also will be avail-
able for purchase at reasonable prices.

The festival will showcase three

jazz bands from Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School: SPF Jazz,
Monday Jazz Lab and Thursday Jazz
Lab. Also featured in the evening’s
lineup will be guest bands from
Westfield High School, Bridgewater-
Raritan High School, Monroe Town-
ship Middle School and John P.
Stevens High School.

The schedule of performances will
be available on the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Music Boosters Associa-
tion website: spfmusicboosters.org/
spf-jazz-festival.

www.goleader.com

Assembly Dems Seek to
Abolish Waterfront Panel

Panel OKs Bill to Create Sex
Assault Victims’ Rights Act

TRENTON – An Assembly panel
on Thursday approved legislation
sponsored by Assembly Democrats
including Linda Stender (D-22nd,
Scotch Plains) to establish the Sexual
Assault Victims’ Rights Act and give
victims access to information perti-
nent to their cases.

The bill (A-3936) would require
sexual assault victims to be notified
of certain developments concerning
the evidence in their cases. Specifi-
cally, the bill would expand the state’s
Crime Victim’s Bill of Rights to give
sexual assault victims the right to be
informed if:

A DNA profile of an assailant was
obtained from the processing of evi-
dence in the sexual assault case; a
DNA profile of an assailant has been
entered into any data bank designed
or intended to be used for the reten-
tion or comparison of case evidence;
there is a match between the DNA
profile of an assailant obtained in the
sexual assault case to any DNA pro-
file contained in any data bank de-
signed or intended to be used for the
retention or comparison of case evi-
dence; and sexual assault evidence is
submitted to a forensic laboratory, if
that evidence is compared against

any data bank, and the results of the
comparison.

“Criminal investigations can be
lengthy and consuming,” Asw.
Stender said. “Keeping victims in-
formed can help bring victims of
sexual assault some comfort, know-
ing that progress is being made on
their case and that law enforcement
is getting closer to bringing their
attackers to justice.”

The bill was approved by the As-
sembly Law and Public Safety Com-
mittee.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BARGAINS...Shoppers look for bargains on Saturday at the Cranford Artisans
Market.

TRENTON – Legislation sponsored
by Assembly Democrats to abolish the
Waterfront Commission of New York
Harbor was released Thursday by an
Assembly committee.

The Waterfront Commission of New
York Harbor was created through a com-
pact between the states of New Jersey and
New York (and approved by Congress in
1953) to ensure fair hiring and employ-
ment practices and investigate, deter, and
combat criminal activity and influence in
the Port of New York and New Jersey.
However, the commission has been
tainted by corruption in recent years, and
has been accused of compromising port
operations by exercising powers it does
not have.

The bill (A-3506) directs the Gover-
nor, on behalf of the State of New Jersey,
to notify Congress, the Governor of New
York, and the Waterfront Commission of
New York Harbor, of the state’s intention
to withdraw from the compact creating
the commission, and repealing the com-
pact establishing the commission and
related statutes. The bill would transfer
the commission’s functions and duties
within the State of New Jersey to the New
Jersey State Police. Those duties include:
processing applications filed by individu-

als and firms required to be registered or
licensed to undertake port-related em-
ployment; supervising the hiring of long-
shoremen, checkers, and pier guards in
the port; and making employment infor-
mation available to these dock workers.
The State Police would be responsible
for screening, registering, and licensing
individuals who are interested in work-
ing at the dock. In doing so, the state
police would be authorized to deny or
revoke the registration or licenses of those
who involve themselves in criminal ac-
tivity.

The bill contends that the compact does
not contain an express withdrawal provi-
sion, nor does it contain a mandatory
effective term. While Congress retains the
power to repeal its approval of the com-
pact, this does not vitiate the contractual
rights of the compacting states. Unilateral
termination of the compact by a contract-
ing state is supported by principles of
contract law. Since the compact contains
no language that New Jersey and New
York are perpetually bound by it, contract
law allows a party to terminate the contract
at will upon reasonable notice if the party
is not perpetually bound by it.

The bill was released by the Assembly
Appropriations Committee.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader and The Times
IN CHARGE...Phyllis Mirabella of Fanwood calls things to order on Saturday at
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Leadership Conference at the high school.

This Valentine’s Day, Push
The Reset Button on Love

By Avalon S. Brandt
If you aren’t currently in a relation-

ship—and especially if you’ve recently
ended one—you might not be looking
forward to Valentine’s Day. The lovey-
dovey cards, heart-shaped candy boxes,
sappy commercials, and made-for-TV
movies can all feel like too much.

 Having been married and divorced
three times, I understand how difficult it
can be to spend Valentine’s Day without
the one you love, and I have some advice
to help you survive the next few weeks
without strangling Cupid.

 Our culture has made Valentine’s Day
couples-centric, but it doesn’t have to be.
I use this time to consciously reset how I
feel about love in general, and myself in
particular. One lesson I’ve learned the
hard way is that if we don’t know, re-
spect, and appreciate ourselves, it’s un-
likely that anyone else will, and we’ll
continue to attract unfulfilling, dysfunc-
tional relationships.

 Here are 12 ways to show love to
yourself—which is the first step toward
attracting the relationships you need.

Identify all the things you love about
yourself. Figure out exactly what you
love about yourself. Is it your smile, your
hair, your laugh, your shape, your intel-
lect, or your talents? Allow yourself to
not only acknowledge these things, but
to bask in them.

Strengthen your existing relationships
by celebrating other people you love.
Make a mental list of the people who
enhance your life: family, friends, men-
tors, colleagues, etc. Consider reaching
out and making plans with some of them,
or writing a “thank you for being in my
life” email.

“De-friend” and distance yourself from
people who are bringing you down. It’s
amazing how far others can drag us down
without our consciously realizing it. Es-
pecially at a time of year when you’re
already feeling vulnerable, take a fresh
look at your friend list and back away
from people who act in a way that makes
you feel worse about yourself. You don’t
have to sever all ties—but don’t sacrifice
your self-esteem, either.

Forgive your ex—and yourself. Allow
yourself to process any anger and resent-
ment you feel toward your ex—but even-
tually, try to let go of those negative
emotions. You can’t fully love or be
loved if you can’t forgive. As long as
you’re living your life with bitterness
and anger eating away at you, you’ll be a
prisoner of the past. Learn the lessons
you can, stop playing the blame game,
and move forward.

Re-evaluate your daily life. Try to
look at your daily routine through fresh
eyes. What do you like about it? What
don’t you like? What energizes you and
what drags you down? What can you
change to make yourself happier and feel
better? Even “little” things like quitting
the spinning class you dread and signing
up for tai chi instead can make a big
difference.

Plan a fun evening out (no chocolate
and roses necessary). Reach out to friends
who are also flying solo on Valentine’s
Day and make arrangements to meet for

drinks, go ice skating, or enjoy a potluck
meal. One caveat: Consciously choose
to stay positive, not to wallow in bitter-
ness.

Give yourself a break. Be a rebel. Take
a look at your to-do list and cross some-
thing off of it even though you haven’t
actually completed that task. (Gasp!)
Then do something nourishing instead.
Get a massage, read a book, take a nap,—
whatever! Just make sure you’re nurtur-
ing yourself.

Challenge yourself to be the voice of
dissent. Saying what we really feel and
being true to our opinions is a coura-
geous act of self-love. This could be as
simple as speaking up in a colleague’s
defense at the water cooler, or telling
your friends you don’t like the restaurant
they’ve picked for dinner. So many of us
fall into the trap of living our lives to
please others while not making waves,
and in the process, we become discon-
nected from our true selves.

Take yourself out on a date. After my
second marriage ended, I made a special
effort to discover life beyond being a
wife. For me, a big part of that was
exploring and enjoying the spectacular
dining scene in Washington, D.C. Sounds
simple, I know, but learning to enjoy a
meal alone became a crucial survival
tool that enabled me to reconnect with
myself after a disappointing marriage.

Affirm a bright future. To help your-
self stay focused on loving yourself, find
a personal mantra and remind yourself of
it frequently. It might have to do with
moving on, finding someone new, or
personal development. Don’t discount
the power of the words you tell yourself.
Positive or negative, they are powerful
tools in focusing your intentions and
shaping your attitude.

Clarify your vision of Mr. or Ms. Right.
Is it possible that your past romances
have failed because you’re looking for
the wrong type of person? Are you hop-
ing to find someone who mirrors your
favorite movie character or someone who
will solve all your problems? Do you
tend to overlook flaws and incompat-
ibilities when the other person is funny or
flattering? This year, stop daydreaming
about what you want in a relationship
and get real about what you need.

Remind yourself that February 15th
will be here soon. No matter how much
you focus on showing yourself love and
boosting your mood, you may still feel
the “Singles’ Awareness Day” blues—
and that’s okay! Nobody is immune to
negative feelings, so when they hit, allow
yourself to experience them for a few
minutes. Then remind yourself that this
too shall pass—and maybe turn the radio
to a song that will make you smile and
dance!

 Even after experiencing infidelity and
divorce, love is still the center of my
existence on Valentine’s Day and through-
out the year. My number-one goal and
priority is to value, honor, and love my-
self. I encourage you to do the same!

About the Author: Avalon Sequoia
Brandt, Esq. from Baltimore, is the au-
thor of Still I Love: Loving after Three
Divorces.

Film Festival Announces
Line-up for 25th Year


