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Blue Devil Cagers Hold Off Rahway Boys, 44-41
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MOUNTAINSIDE. Spacious 4 Bedroom Split Level with
Large Eat In Kitchen, Living Room/Dining Room combo with
Brick Fireplace. Family Room with access to patio, Rec Room with
Office and Walk In Cedar Closet. Master Bedroom offers Full Bath. Central Air,
updated electric, oversized 2 car garage, newer Timberline Roof. Close to 1/2 acre of
property. $599,000.

Sales Associate
of the Month

SPLIT

CRANFORD. Sunny and bright Expanded Cape. 3/4 Bedroom,
2 full Baths, hardwood floors on first floor. Large Eat-In-Kitchen has
a dining nook, pantry, skylights and abundant cabinet space along
with access to deck and 3 season screened porch. Living Room has 2 very large picture
windows and a wood burning stove. Basement is partially finished, and includes a
utility room and workshop area. Nearby park, shopping and transportation. $379,000.

EXPANDED CAPE

WESTFIELD . 5 Bedroom 4.5 Bath New Construction Colonial.
Over 4000 Sq ft of living space. Basement is finished w/9 foot
ceilings & Full Bath, Hardwood Flooring throughout the home.
Basement will be carpeted. 1st Floor will have beautiful detailed tray and coffered
ceiling, Wainscoting, Barrel Ceiling and Crown Molding throughout. Gas Fireplace
with Stonework Detail. 2nd floor Laundry Room. Master Bedroom has Walk in
Closet & Bath. Finished attic with Full Bath. $1,179,000.

NEW CONSTRUCTION
SCOTCH PLAINS. Custom contemporary with an open floor
plan, quality built with attention to every detail by owner/architect.
The Chef designed gourmet kit has a breakfast nook. The sunken LR
boasts a two story, dual sided stone FP and panoramic views. The FDR overlooks an
expansive 1800` multi-level deck. The great room/media room has a built in
entertainment center, also offering panoramic views. A master en suite and two
additional BR complete the upper level. $1,299,000.

CUSTOM HOME
WESTFIELD. 2 Quality homes by Elshiekh Homes. This inviting
Open Floor Plan is ideal for entertaining. 1st floor features 9`
ceilings, FDR, FR/LR w/fireplace and full Bath. The Gourmet Kit
with separate eating area features granite, wood cabinetry and top of the line SS
Appliances. 2nd floor has a MBR Suite with spacious double jetted tub plus stall
shower, laundry facility and other BR plus full Bath. 3rd level features large BR and
Bath. Fin Basement w/ Rec Room, Play Room and Office. $899,000.

NEW CONSTRUCTION HOMES
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SMITH SCORES 19 PTs, CHRISTIANO 12, LEONARD 11

Cranford Cougars Hold Off
Rahway B-Ball Boys, 65-55

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Michael Smith pumped in 19 points
as the Cranford High School boys
basketball team upset Rahway, 65-
55, on February 3 in Cranford. The
impressive win over the Indians, who
entered with a 10-4 record, may have
been the Cougars’ best effort of the
season. It came on the heels of a 66-
49 victory over Scotch Plains-
Fanwood.

The Cougars jumped out to an early
16-7 first-quarter lead against Rahway
then held the Indians at bay for the
rest of the contest.

“We had a team meeting a couple
of games back,” said Cougar Kevin
Trotter, who scored 10
points. “I think that re-
ally helped to change
our mindset. We’ve
been playing with a dif-
ferent attitude lately.”

In the opening quar-
ter, Cranford scored on
a combination of
drives to the basket and
3-pointers, while sink-
ing seven of eight free
throws. Sean
Leonard’s baseline
drive was followed by
a nice back door cut in
which Joe Norton pro-
vided the assist, giv-
ing Cranford a 12-5
lead with 1:07 on the
clock.

“We played unself-
ish basketball today,
said Cranford forward
James Kellet. “We lim-
ited the mistakes to a
manageable number
and we did a good job
boxing them out. That
is always something we try to focus
on but we don’t always succeed.
Today we did and we got a good
result because of it.”

In the second quarter, Cranford
took an 18-7 lead then spent the rest
of the period fending off a run by the
Indians. A 3-pointer by Jayson
Peoples followed by a put back from
Fred Womble pulled the Indians to
within 30-28 at the half.

Despite the rally, Rahway was
struggling against the inspired Cou-
gars. Normally outmatched on the
boards due to lack of height and

injuries, Cranford held up well and
continued to pressure Rahway de-
fenders with drives to the basket and
by converting their free throws.
Cranford would sink 18 free throws
on the game compared to 10 for
Rahway.

“We have had a lot of trouble with
injuries this season,” said Trotter.
“We are just taking the approach that
when someone goes down with an
injury it is the next man up who has
got to come through and play at a
high level. We know we have a small
starting five right now. That is just
the way it is. We’ve got to overcome
it.”

The Cougars took an eight-point

lead in the third quarter after Smith’s
inside bucket made the score 41-33
with 1:28 left in the period. But
Rahway surged at quarter’s end to
pull close again. Womble scored on
a lay-up with 08 seconds left, then
stole a pass and scored again as the
buzzer sounded to cut the lead to 42-
39 heading into the fourth quarter.

The Cougars, once again, took
charge in the fourth quarter, and
slowly rebuilt their lead. The key
sequence came when Trotter con-
verted a steal to a lay-up with just
under three minutes remaining to

push the lead to 58-50. Trotter then
followed that with another transition
basket to make it 60-50 with just
1:36 remaining.

This time the Cougars made no
mental errors down the stretch, sink-
ing three of four free throws and
never letting Rahway pull any closer.
The way the team closed out the
game left Head Coach Ryan Huber
with hope that his cast of young
players might finally be maturing.

“Other than Luke Christiano, this
team is made up of a lot of guys who
were JV players for us last year,”
said Coach Huber. “Injuries to play-
ers like Eric Donahue, Jack Shetelich
and Wills have made it that much

more difficult for us. Today was one
of those times where we managed to
put it all together. I thought our guys
did a great job of limiting second
shot opportunities for Rahway. Kevin
Trotter was big for us again. He has
come on of late.”

Christiano finished with 12 points.
Leonard chipped in 11 points and
Hunter Remley added six, while
Albert Gargiulo and Fonseca had
three each. Michael Famosa led
Rahway with 17 points.
Rahway   7 18 11 19 55
Cranford 16 14 12 23 65

The Blue Devils not only missed
all five of their free throws in the first
half but also embarrassed themselves
on several occasions with “air balls”.
Nevertheless, after trailing the Indi-
ans 15-11 after the first quarter, the
Blue Devils won the second quarter,
12-7, to squeak out a 23-22 lead at
the half. Sean Elliott hit five of his
nine points, including a 3-pointer, in
the first quarter, while Parker Hess
sank four of his eight points. Nick
Mele sank five of his seven points in
the second quarter, including a 3-
pointer.

“We shot probably like 10 per-
cent, underneath a lot, lay-ups, cold.
We couldn’t make shots today. We
are glad to come out of here with a

win. It was just an off day. We got to
get in the gym, make more shots,”
Blue Devil senior guardDanny
Mitchell said.

“We live and die by the jump shot.
That’s our style. There’s going to be
days where it’s going in and it really
opens everything up for us. Today,
when is wasn’t going in, it allowed
Rahway to pack it in, which closed
up all of the driving lanes. It was
frustrating, because that was the rea-
son why we didn’t get a lot of lay-
ups, Coach Palmieri said.

The Indians went on a long dis-
tance offensive passing spree in the
third quarter and it paid off with trip
3-pointers, including a 3-banger at
the buzzer by Mike Famosa that
placed Rahway in the driver’s seat
with a 35-31 lead. Famosa, who also
hit a 3-pointer midway through the
quarter, finished with 13 points, in-
cluding three 3-pointers. The Blue
Devils did hit 4-for-6 from the line,
which accounted for half of their
points in the quarter.

Murray, who led his team with 10
points, sank the first five points of
the fourth quarter to give the Blue

Devils a 36-35 lead before Rahway
called a timeout with 6:49 on the
clock. Fred Womble (6 points) put
Rahway back in front, 37-36, but the
Blue Devils answered with a driving
lay-up by Mitchell (3 points, 4 as-
sists), Elliott’s free throw and Mele’s
put back to seize a 41-37 lead. In-
dian Evan Amaker (8 points) rolled
in a lay-up but Murray hit both of his
free throws then Jordan Tutt (11
points) closed the score to 43-41.

With 16.7 seconds remaining,
Mitchell went to the line, missed his
first shot then after a timeout made
his second one. From that point,
Westfield’s defense frustrated the In-
dians until the final buzzer.

“Defensively, we were a little
sloppy at times, but we defended at
the end, which is the most important
thing. We got the stops when we
needed the stops,” Coach Palmieri
said. “When we called timeout there,
I really said we had five fouls to give
them. I said let’s see if we can use a
couple to force them to get the ball
in, put it on the floor and take a
couple of seconds off if we can.
Then at the end, I said let’s play them
straight up.”
Westfield 11 12   8 13 44
Rahway 15   7 13   6 41
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GOING IN FOR THE LAY-UP...Blue Devil Owen Murray, No. 15, goes in for a lay-up in the game against the Rahway
Indians. Murray, who led his team with 10 points, also intercepted an inbound pass to seal the 44-41 victory.

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

READY TO INBOUND...Cougar Luke Christiano, No. 11, is ready to inbound the ball to a
teammate in the game against Rahway. Christiano finished with 12 points.


