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BUSCH, McGOVERN, MURRAY, SCORESE VICTORIOUS

No. 7 Howell Rebels ‘Control’
Cougars in Wrestling, 45-18

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Ability to gain valuable points from
the top position probably has been a
good reason why the Howell High
School wrestling team is ranked No.
7 in New Jersey. The 22-1 Rebels
used their effective top control style
to defeat the Cranford Cougars, 45-
18, in Cranford on February 5.

The only time that the Cougars led
was after the first bout of the evening
when Gavin Murray converted a side

single leg takedown to a cradle to
clamp Dave Nocks in 3:17 at 152-lbs.
Murray also had a first-period
takedown.

But the Rebels quickly took the
team lead, 12-6, when Anthony
Pozsonyi received a forfeit at 160-lbs
and Nick Lurski pinned Dylan Budnik
in 2:30 at 170-lbs using a tight waist/
half nelson.

Cougar Niko Cappello added three
team points with a 6-2 decision over
Austin Silverstein at 182-lbs.

“I could tell that he was a big kind
of stocky guy, looked like a football
player, so I knew I had to move him
around a little, circle him so I could
get an easy shot on him. And riding,
I didn’t want to get called for stalling,
so I kept cutting him and taking him
down,” Cappello explained.

Cappello did get a double-leg/spin
behind takedown and added a single-
leg lift and trip takedown. Silverstein
attempted a Merkel maneuver (for
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Great opportunity! Built in 1972, with an open floor plan, this 4 Bedroom, 2 1/2 Bath Bi-Level is thoughtfully
designed with large rooms throughout. The Eat in Kitchen opens to a large Dining Room w/ French doors that lead
to the deck... great for entertaining! Sunlight streams into the Living and Dining Rooms adding warmth and light to
the more formal areas of the home. Add to all this, a fabulous location near transportation, shopping and restaurants.

A Smart Move at $459,000!

214 High Street, Cranford

BATTLE BUCKETS 31 POINTS, DOWNING 14 REBOUNDS

Raiders Stop Rahway, 64-52,
For 3rd Straight B-ball Win

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Junior Micaiah Battle scored a ca-
reer high 31 points to lead the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School girls
basketball team to 64-52 victory over
Rahway (8-8) on February 5 in Scotch
Plains. The win was the third straight
for the Raiders, who improved to 6-
11. Battle also added nine rebounds.

“I give all the credit to my team-
mates,” said Battle afterwards. “They
set me up with the ball in good posi-
tion to score tonight.”

Battle scored from everywhere on

the court, often times on nothing more
than sheer determination and second
effort. Battle drained three 3-point-
ers, drove into the lane many times,
broke down the defense and drew
fouls. She connected on 10 free throws
and also scored on a number of offen-
sive rebounds. When Rahway pulled
to within four (41-37) early in the
fourth quarter, Battle took over by
scoring 14 points down the stretch.

“We always play hard as a team
despite what our records says about
us. The way we are playing right now
shows everyone just how good we
can be when we stick together,” said
Battle.

The Raiders charged to a 16-8 first-
quarter lead then kept their foot on
the accelerator, extending to a 27-16
lead by the half.

Raider Kara Foley provided an early
spark by scoring the game’s first bas-
ket on a short jumper. Foley later
scored on a nice backdoor cut that
moved SP-F out to a 6-4 lead midway
through the opening quarter. Junior
guard Myaysia Taylor sank a 3-pointer
at the buzzer.

Senior center Thabitha Dwunfour
made solid contributions as well. A
fine passer from the post, Dwunfour

looked for her shot early in the sec-
ond period and nailed a foul line
jumper to increase the lead to 18-8.
Moments later, Battle sank a 3-pointer
then followed with a driving lay-up to
give the Raiders their biggest lead of
the half at 24-11 with 3:20 to go.

For the Raiders, it has been a frus-
trating season in many ways. At dif-
ferent times, they have provided brief
glimpses of the kind of team they
would like to become, but all too
often they have not been able to sus-
tain those spurts of high energy and
solid execution throughout the course

of an entire game. Thursday’s win
over Rahway was different.

“We only have one senior in our
rotation in Thabitha Dwunfour,” said
Raider Head Coach Camille
Mammolite. “It has taken a while for
our girls to mesh and truly under-
stand the game and how to play as a
team. They have really started to do
things that are necessary for us to win
in recent games. Tonight was an ex-
tension of that trend.”

When the Indians made their inevi-
table push in the third quarter, even-
tually whittling the lead down to 4, at

38-34, by quarter’s end, the hand-
writing appeared to be on the wall.
This looked to be yet another hard
fought but incomplete effort that
would eventually end with a loss for
the Raiders. Not this time.

In the fourth quarter, Battle pro-
vided the unstoppable offensive force
that the Raiders needed all season to
answer an opponent’s rally. Battle
got help from freshman Nya Down-
ing, who pulled down 14 rebounds to
go along with seven points.
Downing’s presence on the boards
was a key factor in limiting the visi-
tors to one shot and out during much
of the second half.

“We’ve been working with Nya a
lot under the boards,” said
Mammolite. “She came to us with a
lot of experience having played AAU
ball, so she is more game ready than
most girls her age but she is still just
a freshman. Thabitha has really taken
her under her wing this season and
showed her some of the finer points
of post play. It has been very nice to
watch her develop and grow as a
player.”

The Raiders repelled Rahway once
and for all with a 6-0 burst late in the
game. Leading 52-48, Battle scored
on an inside move then followed that
by nailing two free throws. After a
defensive stop, Caroline Babis con-
verted both free throws with :56 left,
providing the Raiders with a healthy
10-point bulge at 58-48.

Dwunfour and Taylor each finished
with eight points. Wil’Lisha Jackson
paced Rahway with 18 points.

The win was the third straight for
the Raiders after downing Summit by
13 points and crushing Linden by 40
points.

“This is definitely the best basket-
ball we’ve played in a while,” said
Mammolite. “It is a good jump start
for next year to have these girls to
tasting success now. We have no-
where to go but up.”
Rahway   8   8 18 18 52
Sc Pl-Fanwood 16 11 11 26 64
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Lady Raiders Defeat
Linden Cagers, 51-11
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High

School girls basketball team settled
the Linden Lady Tigers, 51-11, in
Scotch Plains on February 3. Laura
Charros led the Raiders with nine
points, while Kara Foley netted eight
points, eight rebounds and five steals.
Brianna O’Brien scored eight points
and had seven steals. Micaiah Battle
had six points, six steals and four
rebounds. Myaysia Taylor netted six
points and had four steals. Thabitha
Dwunfour grabbed eight rebounds.
Linden   2   4   3   2 11
Sc Pl-Fanwood 18 15 12   6 51

Farmers Beat Cougars
In Girls Hoops, 49-37
The Union High School Lady

Farmers defeated the Cranford Cou-
gars, 49-37, in basketball in Union on
February 3. Adora Moneme buck-
eted 22 points and grabbed 19 re-
bounds, while her sister Nneka sank
14 points and pulled 16 rebounds.

Cerys MacLelland scored 13 points
for the Cougars, Sarah Ross had nine
points, Bela Speer sank seven points
and Cam Wichelns added six points.
Cranford   9   7 11 10 37
Union   9 11 12 17 49

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

VERY PRODUCTIVE GAME...Raider Micaiah Battle scored a career high 31
points in the game against the Rahway Indians on February 5. Battle also cank
10 free throws and nailed three 3-pointers.
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WESTFIELD $1,395,000
Wonderful Arts & Crafts home on .99 acre of
rolling property. Magnificent architectual details
& craftsmanship thru-out. MLS 3192806

WESTFIELD $1,269,000
New Custom built 5BR, 5.1BA home w/vaulted,
beamed & tray ceilings, sitting rm w/frpl, 1st flr
suite, 2nd flr laundry & more! MLS 3194766

WESTFIELD $1,200,000
Impressive 4BR, 3.1BA home, LR w/WBFP,
expansive FR,  banquet szd FDR,reno'd EIK over-
lks lrg scrnd prch, Mstr ste/WIC. MLS 3193254

WESTFIELD $885,000
Lovely Circa 1917 Col w/inviting wrap arnd frnt
prch, LR w/stone fplc, FDR w/blt-in's, EIK w/bay
wndw bkfast area, 5BR, 2.1BA. MLS 3196339

WESTFIELD $869,000
Beautiful 5BR 3.5BA COL on 1/2 acre lot, lrg LR
w/frpl, FDR w/chair rail moldings, Chrmng sun-
room off LR leads to patio. MLS 3191008

SCOTCH PLAINS   $789,000
Cust blt 5BR 4BA Col, gourmet kit w/granite &
SS applncs, fin bsmnt w/full bth, kit & frplc,
garage w/loft, in-ground pool. MLS 3193807

WESTFIELD $829,000
Beautifully maintained 5B,R 2.2BA Col, elegant
LR, FDR w/HWF, bright & airy EIK/center island
& sliders to deck, FR w/WBFP. MLS 3196471

SCOTCH PLAINS $599,900
Meticulously maint’d 4BR, 3BA home on 1 ac
lot, quiet cul-de-sac loc, opn flr pln, spacious &
bright rms, FR w/HWF & WBFP. MLS 3193795

WESTFIELD     $599,000
4BR, 2BA Brick Ranch! EIK w/new SS applncs,
adjoining den, HWF, new wndws, deck, att garage,
central air, lovely landscaped yard.MLS 3196882

SCOTCH PLAINS $459,000
Chrmng, well maint. 3BR, 2BA Col, Updtd Kit w/
new appl, FDR w/French doors to deck/patio,
Sun Rm off kit ovrlks back yard. MLS 3196266

SCOTCH PLAINS $409,000
Chrmng Col on a quiet street, new KIT/BAS, spa-
cious BRs, FDR w/crnr cab & LR w/FP, CAC,
HWF & patio ovrlkg fenced yard. MLS 3190403

SCOTCH PLAINS $325,000
Spacious 2BR 2.1BA Townhouse w/fab open
floor plan, 1st flr FR w/wbfp, FDR opens to large
LR, EIK, 1car attached garage. MLS 3195675
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Westfield Office • 209 Central Avenue • 908-233-5555
Coldwell Banker Home Loans

Call now for pre-approval • 888-317-5416
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GOING FOR THE PIN...Cougar Gavin Murray, top, pinned Rebel Dave Nocks in 3:17 with a cradle.

More photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports


