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Blue Devils Startle Raiders in Mat Classic, 35-28
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Dan DoCampo’s daily routine dur-
ing the school year is pretty basic.

“School, then practice or games, then
homework and repeat,” the no-frills
senior said.

If only life were that simple. But
maybe it is for DoCampo.

When the lifelong town resident
started his freshman year at the high
school, in the fall of 2011, his after-
noons were free of care. In the winter
he was a diminutive right wing on the
junior varsity ice hockey team. And he
also played on the freshman baseball
team.

The times have definitely been
a’changing for the 5-foot-9, 150-
pounder.

In June he will graduate as one of the
rarest of the increasingly rare three-
sport athletes, with a varsity letter in
soccer, three letters as the best
goaltender in school history, and as a
two-year starting infielder on the base-
ball team. He is believed to be the
school’s first soccer-hockey-baseball
letterman.

Is there any one sport that DoCampo
craves?

“No, it just depends on which season
is going on at the time,” he said. “Dur-
ing baseball season I like baseball more
and during hockey season I like hockey
more. I’ve always thought that I’m
better at baseball, but I’m not sure. It’s
pretty equal. Success-wise I’ve had
more playing hockey because I’ve been
on the team longer, but I’ve won county
championships on both teams, so who
knows?”

Soccer is the odd sport here, so maybe
it’s best to start there, and work into his
main sports. Until this summer,
DoCampo had never played one minute
of organized soccer. Between the World
Cup on television and kicking the ball
around with some friends, he started to
catch the bug.

“Four of my good friends, including

DoCampo’s Mantra:
The Puck Stops Here

two captains, were on the team and we
messing around last summer,”
DoCampo said. “I was a decent shooter
and my friends convinced me that I
should try out for the team. I bought
cleats the next day and went to a field
every day for the next 20 or so days
before tryouts. Each day was anywhere
from three to five hours. I played de-
cently but, looking at it from a num-
bers-wise standpoint, I didn’t think I’d
make it.”

But Eric Shaw was getting good
reports about the newcomer’s progress,
and the WHS coach was watching too.

“I first noticed Dan at our summer
sessions,” Shaw said. “You could see
he was very competitive and a very
hard worker. Through the summer and
into preseason his knowledge and tech-
nical ability improved tremendously. I
think every team needs players like
Dan, somebody willing to do the dirty
work on a daily basis, to not only make
himself better but to push each player
on our team. He was rewarded by start-
ing in our Senior Game and scoring the
first goal.”

That goal, the only point all fall for
the outside midfielder, made the long
hours of work worthwhile.

“I got to start on Senior Day, score a
goal and be interviewed on TV,” he
said. “That was pretty cool.”

As the varsity third baseman last
spring, DoCampo hit a solid .316 and
was good defensively at third base.
This season he and junior Chris Rinaldi
figure to battle it out for the shortstop
job, but whoever comes out on top it’s
a win-win for coach Bob Brewster,
with two shortstops on the left side.

But the strangest twists and turns of
DoCampo’s career were in hockey,
when the one-time jayvee right wing
made the adjustment to goalie prior to
sophomore season. The results have
been mind-blowing. Through Satur-
day night’s 0-0 tie with Hillsborough,
DoCampo holds just about every school
goalie record worth holding – shutouts
in a season (7, twice) and a career (20);
saves in a game (40), season (396) and
career (1,117), and wins in a season
(18) and career (42).

“I had played goalie in youth hockey
but had switched to a skater in middle
school,” he said. “Freshman year I had
about six goals and I was a bit under-
sized, so sophomore year, with a lot of
really good seniors, I didn’t know if
there’d be room for me. But the team
needed a goalie. Most of the older
players knew me from my goalie days
and coach Sean Cromarty urged the
captains to try and get me to switch
back to goalie. With a lot of help from
my captains (Liam Devin, Sam Meyer
and Dane Huber) and teammates, who
shot pucks at me relentlessly and en-
couraged me over many hours of pri-
vate practice sessions before the sea-
son, it’s worked out pretty well.”

Sophomore year saw the team go
20-5-2 and beat Summit 3-1 to capture
the Union County Cup, before losing
in a shootout to Bridgewater-Raritan in
states. Last year the record was 14-5-2,
losing to Summit the UC Cup final, and
falling to Bridgewater 1-0 in states.

This year the team is 11-4-1, including
a recent 3-0 shutout of Summit.

“Winning the county hockey cham-
pionship sophomore year was prob-
ably the greatest day of my life,” he
said. “It was special because we had
lost to Summit the last time we’d played,
when they got three goals in the last
three minutes, including two that were
my fault in the final 30 seconds. To
come back and get redemption in the
county final was the greatest feeling in
the world.

“Last year’s county final win in base-
ball ranked up there as well,” DoCampo
said of the 5-3 win over favored Berke-
ley Heights, a game in which he had an
RBI single and an RBI double. “It was
probably my best game and it came in
our most important game. Brad
DeMartino pitched a great game and
held their hitters to pretty much noth-
ing.”

The goalie received the ultimate com-
pliment this winter when first-year ice
hockey coach Joe Bertucci named
DoCampo a co-captain, along with
Andrew Marino.

“Being named a team captain has
been very rewarding,” he said. “We
have six freshmen skaters (out of a
total of 14), so leadership is a high
priority. I feel the experience has helped
me grow, as a player and as a person.
Our record so far is a bonus, because I
don’t think anybody expected that …
outside of our players and coaches.”

THIS AND THAT
Glen Kurz can start signing his pay-

checks “GK3” now. After last Friday’s
stunning 35-28 wrestling victory over
Scotch Plains-Fanwood at the Devil’s
Den, Kurz officially earned a “GK”
letter for his coaching jacket, along
with coaching legends Gary (“GK”)
Kehler and George “GK2” Kapner.

“I didn’t spend lunch study crunch-
ing numbers because I really didn’t
think we had a chance,” Kurz said.
“Just mostly put together a lineup that
would keep us close and get my better
kids competitive matches. We had a
game plan, and the kids followed it
perfectly.”

After 13 matches, the Blue Devils
led 32-28, and the match came down to
138 pounds, where sophomore Alan
(Mariano Rivera) Dente closed it out
with a 4-3 victory.

“All he had to do was lose by seven
points or less and we’d win,” Kurz said
in some quality reverse thinking that
turned positive. “But Al pulled out the
W. It was one of the best wins we’ve
had in a while.”

WHS won eight of the 14 weights,
and eight of the 12 that were contested
(Kurz strategically forfeited at 152 and
220). There were pins by Chris Hoerle,
Phil Ricca and Cotter Spurlock, and
major decisions by Jarek Gozdieski
and Devin Anderson. Everybody con-
tributed, but it all came down to Dente,
a sophomore who was 0-3 as a fresh-
man and has split time with Ben Kwok
this winter on varsity.

“Al is 3-14, but the Linden, Gover-
nor Livingston and SP-F matches all
came down to him,” Kurz said. “He
won against Linden and SP-F, and his
loss against GL by major decision was
huge. He scored the first point in his
match, which helped us win the dual on
criteria. He’s our closer.”

If they won Monday’s semifinals
against Ridge and Bridgewater-Raritan,
respectively, the boys and girls swim
teams would be in the sectional finals
at the Raritan Bay Y in Perth Amboy,
both likely against powerhouse teams
from Hillsborough. The boys meet
would be today at 4 p.m. while the girls
would be tomorrow, also at 4.

***
Give first-year coach Liz McKeon

an ‘A’ for acknowledging the fact that
Linden, normally a girls basketball
power, is down in talent this year. So
she sat 1,000-pointers Jackie Knapp
and Lil Scott during last Friday’s 42-12
romp. Olivia Luzzi continued her nice
comeback from injury with 12 points.
The boys team rallied in the fourth
quarter for a 44-41 win over Rahway,
improving to 9-7. Junior Owen Murray
led a balanced attack with 13 points.

Westfield Baseball League
Spring Tryouts 2015

Major & Pony Leagues Only
Majors: (5th & 6th grades)

Date Time Event Location
3/14
3/15
3/21
3/22

8:30-12:30
8:30-12:30
8:30-12:30
8:30-12:30

Fielding
Hitting
Hitting
Fielding

Sid Fey Field
D-Bat
D-Bat
Sid Fey Field

Date Time Event Location

3/14
3/15
3/21
3/22

8:30-12:30
8:30-12:30
8:30-12:30
8:30-12:30

Fielding
Hitting
Hitting
Fielding

Sid Fey Field
D-Bat
D-Bat
Sid Fey Field

Players (5th & 6th graders) who were on a Majors team last year do not
need to tryout again.  You will automatically be placed on a team.

Ponys: (7th thru 10th grades)

Players who were on a Pony League team last year and all 9th & 10th graders
do not need to tryout again.  You will automatically be placed on a team.

If you do not wish to try out for a Major or Pony team you will be
automatically placed on either an International or Mustang team.

The address for D-Bat is: 1124 Globe Ave., Mountainside, NJ 07092
The phone for D-Bat is: 908-518-7950

C B
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage  

is pleased to announce that

Colleen Berg
is affiliated with the team of extraordinary  

real estate professionals in the  
Westfield-West Office

As a Experienced Broker Sales Associate with Coldwell 
Banker,  

Colleen will offer the highest quality  
real estate services and programs with one of  

the largest and most respected Realtors in the state.

600 North Avenue West, 
Westfield, NJ 07090

Office: (908) 233-0065 
Cell: (908) 337-0428

Colleen.Berg@cbmoves.com

Colleen Berg 
Broker Sales Associate

cbmoves.com/westfieldwest

© 2015 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the FairHousing Act and the Equal 
Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registeredservice marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

ColdwellBankerMoves.com

The Proven Professional
Long-term success in the real estate profession is
reserved for the select few who consistently deliver
value to their clients. With unparalleled dignity and
grace, Hye-Young Choi continues to provide an
inspired level of service and outstanding results.

Hye-Young Choi
Sales Associate

Top 1% of all Coldwell Banker Agents Internationally

Member of Coldwell Banker President’s Elite

#1 REALTOR, Westfield East Office, Total Production 11 Consecutive Years!

Email:  hyeyoungchoi1@gmail.com
Direct:  (908) 301-2015
Cell:  (908) 938-9248

Westfield East Office: 209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-5555

ColdwellBankerMoves.com
© 2014 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

Plains was hungrier than us last year.
We spoke about that. Matches are
wrestled on the mat, not paper. We
told the kids to believe in the things
that we do every day, go out there and
wrestle hard and they certainly did
that. They definitely have their mo-
ments where they wrestle like a good
team. Tonight was one of those mo-
ments,” Blue Devil Head Coach Glen
Kurz said.

“That’s why we don’t wrestle on
paper. We felt we should have won the
match coming into it.  When I think we
are the better team, I say it and when I
think we got outclassed and
outwrestled, I say it. It’s very simple.
Westfield outwrestled us tonight,”
Raider Head Coach TJ Gavor said.

The outcome of the decisive bout
between Dente and Hardin would
have had little impact if the result of
the previous bout at 132-lbs between
Nick Kalimtzis and Raider Tom
Cunningham would have been dif-
ferent. With the Raiders trailing 32-
22, Kalimtzis appeared to be in full
control as he began with a four-point
roll-through to nearfall takedown and
added a double-leg takedown to carry

a 6-1 lead into the second period.
However, Cunningham chose top
position and clamped Kalimtzis with
a cradle in 2:49 to give his team a
chance for the comeback.

Dente recorded an arm drag
takedown and Hardin escaped in the
first period. After a scoreless second
period, Dente escaped but Hardin
quickly took him down to knot the
score. Dente then escaped to secure
his victory.

“I tried my hardest. This is one of
the best matches I think I wrestled.
And I just got mentally tough for it,”
Dente said. “I feel great. My family
was here, my girlfriend and all the
kids I knew. I did it for my team,
myself, but mostly for the team.”

“Dente! When you need a closer,
Dente is your man. Win or lose, you
know you are going to get a good
effort from him. All we needed him to
do was go six minutes to preserve the
win. We were very confident he would
be able to do that, Coach Kurz said.

The omen of things to come, per-
haps, came in the 182-lb bout. Blue
Devil Devin Anderson bounced up a
weight class to face Jaylen Bryant,

who had beaten him last year, 8-2.
Bryant came on like a bronco bull,
but Anderson slipped his grasp and
recorded the first takedown.

Westfield Baseball League
Spring Registration

Spring 2015 registration is now available
via our website @ www.westfieldbaseball.com

Registration is open to all children that are residents of Westfield in
grades K - 10. Please note, the Westfield Baseball Association is grade
specific and team assignments are based accordingly. All participants

MUST BE enrolled in Kindergarten through 10th grade.

Please note: Deadline for on-time registration is February 15, 2015. All
registrations received after February 15 will be subject to a $35 late fee.

See you in the Spring !!

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

SPF Matmen Top GL,
Fall to Hanover Park
The Hanover Park High School

wrestling team won 11 of 14 bouts to
defeat the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Raiders, 46-9, in Scotch Plains on
February 3 then on February 4 in
Berkeley Heights, the Raiders
bounced back to defeat Governor
Livingston, 42-29, winning nine of
the 14 bouts.

BOUT SEQUENCE:
HANOVER PARK 46, SPF 9:

113: Steven Conley (H) p Nadin
Korkmaz, 0:46
120: Lou Raimo (H) d Jack Cannon, 5-0
126: Anthony Cefolo (H) p Jashmar
Philippe, 5:46
132: Austin Nash (H) md Tommy
Cunningham, 14-2
138: Gene Angelo (H) p Guilliame
Hardin, 0:42
145: Christian Bassolino (H) d Brian
Lapham, 3-2
152: Matt Santos (H) d Jeff Lieblich, 6-3
160: Anthony Oliveri (H) p Brandon
Miguelino, 2:34
170: Rory DeLuca (H) d George Ramos,
3-1
182: Mason Sangillo (H) d Jaylen
Bryant, 2-1
195: Alex Mirabella (S) d Eric Boccard,
8-1
220: JT Webb (S) d Paul Rocha, 3-1
285: Tom Hunt (H) d Karl Williams, 4-0
106: Jacob Perone (S) d Mike Rubin, 6-3

SPF 42, GOVERNOR LIVINGSTON 29
106: Jake Pecorelli (G) md Perone, 9-1
113: Nick Mele (G) md Korkmaz, 18-4
120: Cannon (S) p Chris Sergio, 3:42
126: Philippe (S) p Andy Gallitelli, 3:29
132: Austin Senkarik (G) p Hardin, 3:24
138: Quinn Haddad (G) d Cunningham,
SV-1, 5-3
145: JT Beirne (S) d Turner Haddad, 9-6
152: Lapham (S) won forfeit
160: Miguelino (S) p Nick DeLuca, 1:43
170: Ramos (S) d Mike Rhodes, 1-0
182: Bryant (S) p Sam Burke, 0:51
195: Jack Blasch (G) p Frank DiNizo, 3:37
220: Mirabella (S) p Spencer Marke, 4:39
285: Sean Tomlinson (G) p Williams, 1:51

Blue Devils Calm Bears
In Mat Battle, 37-27

The Westfield High School wres-
tling team defeated the Brearley
Bears, 37-27, in Kenilworth on Feb-
ruary 4. The most watched bout of the
evening came in the 220-lb class when
Bear Saverio Salfcas (Union County
Tournament champion) nipped Cot-
ter Spurlock, 5-4.

BOUT SEQUENCE:
106: — Zach Rabinowitz (W) me
Rebecca Pizuto, 9-0
113: — Chris Hoerle (W) p Julian
Chacon, 0:59
120: — Dan Hoerle (W) p Paul Alfano, :32
126: — Kevin Scozzarro (B) p Matt
Jones, 5:07
132: — John Fuller (W) d Tim Murphy,
1-0
138: — Charlie Buckley (B) d Al Dente,
11-5
145: — Kevin Miller (W) d Anthony
Machado, 6-1
152: — Aly Mohamed (B) d Isaiah
Reese, 7-5
160: — Kevin Wheat (B) p Doug Smith,
5:15
170: — Jarek Gozdieski (W) d Eoghan
Savona, 9-2
182: — Devin Anderson (W) won inj.
def. over Nick Nazario, 5:20
195: — Phil Ricca (W) p Nick Jones, 1:51
220: — Salfcas (B) d Spurlock, 5-4
Hwt: — Elijah Cole (B) won forfeit

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SETTING UP THE HAMMER...Blue Devil Cotter Spurlock, left, works the arm of Raider heavyweight Karl Williams in
the “Pin Cancer” Classic on February 6. Spurlock pinned Williams in 3:31. On February 10, fourth-seeded Westfield defeated
Linden, 42-21, in the quarterfinals of the North Jersey, Group 5, Section 2 Tournament. See story in next week’s issue.

Blue Devil Dan DoCampo


