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The Catholic Academy that makes a
difference in your child’s life.

21st Century Learning Middle States Accredited
Grades Pre-K through 8 Extended Care Programs
Full Day Pre-K and Kindergarten
Safe, Faith-filled Environment
Class of 2014 earned over
$200,000 in high school scholarships

2032 Westfield Avenue    Scotch Plains, NJ  07076
908.322.4265 www.stbacademy.org

St. Bartholomew Academy

                  
    
       
   

  

STRIVE BUILD ACHIEVE

Now Accepting Registrations
for 2015 - 2016

ded Care Programs
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i NJ 07076
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THE MONTESSORI SCHOOL

Christopher Academy

Accredited by American Montessori Society

Please join us for our

Admissions Open Houses

Representatives from both campuses will be present at all Open Houses
Serving Children from 2 1/2 through First Grade

Part-Time and Full-Time Programs

www.christopheracademy.com

Please RSVP to Cheryl Wilkinson at 908-322-4652
or cwilkinson@christopheracademy.com

Scotch Plains Campus

1390 Terrill Road

Westfield Campus

510 Hillcrest Avenue

Sunday, February 22  11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Scotch Plains Campus and Westfield Campus

February 23 - 27  9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Scotch Plains Campus and Westfield Campus

March 17  9:30 a.m.
Westfield Campus

March 9  9:30 a.m.
Scotch Plains Campus

BEE A CHAMPION...For the third consecutive year and setting a school record,
Jasper Lemberg, currently an 8th grader at Roosevelt Intermediate School in
Westfield, has captured the school level Geography Bee Championship.  Jasper
appears in the photo second to right, next to his Social Studies teacher, Marissa
Conneely. To Jasper’s left are seventh graders Anthony Butera, placing third
and Stephen Park, winning second place. Roosevelt Intermediate School Assis-
tant Principal Brian Gechtman and Social Studies Supervisor Andrea Brennan
also were on hand to congratulate the students. The next phase in the competition
consists of a written qualifying test submitted to the National Geographic Society
at the end of January.  Jasper’s and Jeffrey’s results will be compared with
students across the State to determine qualification for the NJ State Geography
Bee to be held this spring at Rowan University.

WHS Awarded Outstanding
Delegation at Model UN

TOP EDUCATORS...Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Education (SPFBOE)
was pleased to recognize the district level recipients of the Governor’s Educator
of the Year Program 2014-2015. In recognition of the Governor’s Educator of the
Year Recipients, the board passed resolutions that were presented to each
recipient to recognize these outstanding teachers and educational service profes-
sionals. The Board recognized the following 14 as recipients of the Governor’s
Award: Catherine Hoffman, SPFHS Guidance Counselor; Charlene Hall, Brunner
Third Grade Teacher; Christine Segotta, School One Third Grade Teacher;
Connie Salisbury, McGinn School Nurse; Darlene Tomasulo, Evergreen School
Nurse; Diane Heath, School One Speech Therapist; Eileen Raszka, Coles School
Media Specialist; Elizabeth Coleman, SPFHS Teacher of Language Arts; Heather
Filipski, McGinn School Teacher of Music; Heidi Sweeney, Park Middle School
Social Studies Teacher; Maureen Holler, Evergreen School First Grade Teacher;
Michelle Emanuel, Terrill Middle School Teacher of World Language; Michelle
Mallozzi, Coles School Second grade Teacher and Tiffany Aneese, Brunner
School Occupational Therapist.

WESTFIELD – Westfield High
School’s (WHS) delegation of 173
students participated in wide ranging
debates at the YMCA Model United
Nations Conference in Hershey, PA
January 9th to 11th.  Following
months of research and preparation,
Westfield High School received sev-
eral awards, including the Outstand-
ing Delegation Award that recognizes
success in the conference as a whole
from preparation to debates.

The following individual students
were individually recognized:  Will-
iam Chandler, Albert Chen, Astha
Dutta, Spencer Fishman, Ryan
Soldati, Eli Wirtshafter and Andrew
Zale were named Premier Diplomat

as top debaters.
The following WHS students were

recognized for the Outstanding Coun-
try Research Paper:  Francis Ling,
Abigail Hurwitz, Andrew Zhou, Jared
Geoghan, and Courtney Ryan.

The Outstanding Youth Secretariat
award, presented to a committee of
students who help to improve the
conference throughout the year, was
bestowed on Jorge Ledesma and Mia
Moritz.

The Curtis Meyer Award for Stu-
dent Leadership – presented to one
Youth Secretariat who demonstrates
significant leadership – was won by
Andrew Zale.

“The students all performed well
and were a credit to the institution, “
noted Daniel Farabaugh, co-adviser
of the WHS Model UN along with
David Della Fera. “ I was impressed
with both their level of preparation
and execution.”

Officers for the 2014-2015 Con-
ference included Ed Dellarso and
Andrew Zale.  Officers elected for
next year’s Conference, who will plan,
organize and run committees, are
Bryanna Reinhardt, Albert Chen,
Ethan Prevoznak, and Elizabeth
Smith.

This summer a Conference on Na-
tional Affairs will take place during a
two-week conference in North Caro-
lina with representatives from all 50
states.  Westfield High School will be
represented by William Chandler,
Astha Dutta, Anthony Pirrone and
Elizabeth Smith.

Children Raise Money to
Assist Summit Speech School

NEW PROVIDENCE – The stu-
dents of The Academy of Our Lady
of Peace (OLP) in New Providence
raised much-needed funds to help
support programs at Summit Speech
School for deaf and hard of hearing
children. The Academy OLP students
held a fundraising “Tag Day” and
made donations to “dress down” on
January 8th, raising $675 for their
neighboring nonprofit school. Sum-
mit Speech School teaches children
from infancy through high school
throughout New Jersey to listen and
talk without the use of sign language.

Through their generous support,
the Academy OLP students are rec-

ognized as a Sponsor of Summit
Speech School’s 25th Annual Spring
Benefit.  The event will be held at
Fiddler’s Elbow Country Club in
Bedminster on Tuesday, April 21 with
a 10 a.m. Luncheon Fashion Show
featuring vineyard vines and a 6 p.m.
Dinner event with cocktails, dinner,
and music.

For information about the benefit
and sponsorship opportunities, con-
tact Calli Heenan at (908) 508-0495
or cheenan@summitspeech.org. To
get involved with Summit Speech
School, contact Bruce Naidoff at
(908) 508-0495 or
bnaidoff@summitspeech.org.

Special Education Comm.
Plans 2015 IEP Roundtable

Charity Basketball
Game Planned at WHS

WESTFIELD – The Westfield High
School (WHS) Student Government
Associations happily welcomes the
public to their sponsoring of the sec-
ond annual Student Faculty Basket-
ball game on Thursday, March 5 at 7
p.m. in the high school’s varsity gym.

Admission is five dollars for adults
and three dollars for students who
present a photo identification. A large
portion of the proceeds go to
“Christine’s Hope for Kids,” a char-
ity working toward empowering eco-
nomically disadvantaged youth in
New Jersey. Refreshments will be
sold. Please come for a great night of
fun for the whole family.

WESTFIELD – The 2015 IEP
Roundtable: Transitions and Prepar-
ing for the Next Stage will be pre-
sented by Westfield PTC-Special
Education Committee on Wednes-
day, February 18, at 7:30 p.m. at the
Westfield High School Cafeteria B,
located at 550 Dorian Road in
Westfield.

The Annual Review Season is rap-
idly approaching, with reviews oc-
curring between now and April. The
event ames to prepare parents about
the IEP process so they can be the
best advocate for their child.  The
event also serves as an opportunity to
meet with parents in the same situa-
tion, gain knowledge, and learn from

their experiences.  Parents will form
breakout groups (elementary and
middle/high school) in order to share
experiences, support and learnings
from one another, with the objective
to create appropriate goals and ac-
commodations and services for their
children.

Sponsored by PTC-Special Ed. Com-
mittee. This program is free and all
parents, teachers, and advocates are
invited to attend. No pre-registration is
required.

For further information email
specialedparents@westfieldnjk12.org
or visit www.westfieldnjk12.org/pages/
Westfield_Town_School_District/Par-
ents/specialedparents.

WF Edu. Fund Invites Public
To Rock 4 Schools Event

WESTFIELD – The Education
Fund of Westfield invites you to our
Annual Rock 4 Schools event at
The Crossroads in Garwood on Sat-
urday, February 21. The benefit will
raise money for the Education Fund
to provide grants to teachers and
schools for innovative programs.
Three rock bands with ties to
Westfield schools will provide great
music for a great cause - our school
children.  The show will start at 8
p.m. and the night will include an
auction and 50/50 raffle.

The bands to perform are: Crash
Combo; 3rd Gear and The Core.  The
bands have all generously donated
their performances to the Ed Fund
benefit.

The Education Fund of Westfield
raises money used to award grants
to all of the Westfield Public
Schools.  This winter we gave out
almost $17,000 in grants including
$5,000 to support the District’s new
Science, Technology, Engineering
and Math (STEM) initiative for the
elementary schools. Other grants
included support for robotics pro-
grams at the high school and middle
school level, new computers for the

Jefferson School library and the
high school’s digital learning cen-
ter, and support for the WHS Fed
Challenge team. We encourage pro-
fessional staff in all curriculum ar-
eas and in extracurricular activities
to submit proposals to implement
innovative and unique learning op-
portunities for our children. These
grants enable faculty and adminis-
trators to create new programs, en-
hance existing lessons, and bring
new technology to the classroom.
Grants have been funded across
many areas within our schools, in-
cluding core academic subjects,
special programs and the arts.

Over $370,000 in grants has been
allocated since 1992. Many of the
educational materials, resources
and programs obtained by these
grants likely would not have been
funded through the traditional dis-
trict budget.  Unfortunately, our
resources do not allow us to fund all
eligible grant applications.

Visit westfieldnj.com/edfund for
more information and other ways
to support the Ed Fund. The door
charge is $15. The Crossroads is
located at 78 North Ave., Garwood.

SCHOOL BEE WINNER...Geography Bee champion at Edison Intermediate
School in Westfield is eighth grader Jeffery Yang (center). To his left is eighth
grader, Julian Trott, claiming second place, and at right is Kailey Zhao, sixth
grader, who came in third. Assistant Principal David Duelks and Social Studies
Supervisor Andrea Brennan congratulated the winners.   Jeffery’s Social Studies
teacher, unavailable for the photo, is Robert Maver.

Committee Advances
E-Driver’s License Bill
TRENTON — The Senate Trans-

portation Committee on Monday
passed bi-partisan legislation spon-
sored by Senate Minority Leader
Tom Kean, Jr. to require the state
Motor Vehicle Commission to
study and make recommendations
about implementing electronic
driver’s licenses and mobile appli-
cations.

Senator Kean said the ideal e-
driver’s license program in New
Jersey, resulting from Senate Bill
2695, would allow people to still
use traditional plastic licenses if
they want.

Rible Supports
Bramnick’s Debate
Challenge to Dems

WALL TWP. – Assemblyman
David Rible (R-30th, Wall Twp.) has
called on Assembly Speaker Vincent
Prieto (D-32nd, Secaucus) to accept
Assembly Minority Leader Jon
Bramnick’s (R-21st, Westfield) chal-
lenge for public debates.

“The people of New Jersey should
be more engaged with their elected
officials, and these debates will pro-
vide that,” Mr. Rible said. “Voters
deserve to hear the leaders of the two
parties engage in a spirited forum
where the important issues facing the
state are discussed.”

“Assembly Republicans want to
present our policies which include
lower taxes, a new school funding
formula, and less regulation while
giving Assembly Democrats the
chance to explain their nearly 15
years of job-killing policies and his-
tory of massive tax increases,” Mr.
Rible said.

Mr. Bramnick has challenged
Speaker Prieto to six debates.

Plainfield Man Sentenced
To 16 Yrs. for Attack on Cop
COUNTY — A Plainfield man has

been sentenced to 16 years in state
prison for brutally attacking a police
officer without warning on a city
street in 2012, acting Union County
Prosecutor Grace H. Park has an-
nounced.

Andre Henderson, who was 35 at
the time of the attack, must serve at
least 85 percent of the sentence prior
to becoming eligible for parole, ac-
cording to the terms set down by
state Superior Court Judge Robert J.
Mega.

The date was March 11, 2012
when Henderson encountered then-
60-year-old Plainfield police officer
Israel Valentin as the officer exited
his vehicle to mail a letter to his
daughter at the downtown post of-
fice, according to Union County
Assistant Prosecutor Nathan
Hewette-Guyton, who prosecuted
the case. Without warning,
Henderson punched the officer in
the head, knocking him to the
ground, and started kicking him in
the torso and stomping on the
officer’s head, Mr. Hewette-Guyton
said.

A passerby traveling through the
area with his wife and children,
Miguel Garcia, witnessed the inci-
dent, grabbed his daughter’s softball
bat out of his vehicle, and started
hitting Henderson with it in an at-
tempt to bring the attack to a halt,
according to the investigation. Two

other good Samaritans in the area
also helped Mr. Garcia distract
Henderson until backup patrol units
arrived, at which time he was imme-
diately arrested. Mr. Garcia and the
other witnesses all testified during
the three-week trial, which concluded
with a Union County jury returning
guilty verdicts in October 2014.

Officer Valentin, a 30-year vet-
eran of the Plainfield Police Divi-
sion, suffered five broken ribs and a
brain bleed as a result of the attack.
He spent several days in the hospi-
tal and was able to return to light
duty following five months of reha-
bilitation. He remains on the force
today.

Bramnick Responds to
Wisniewski’s Tirade
TRENTON – Assembly Minority

Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st,
Westfield) issued the following in
response to comments made by As-
semblyman John Wisniewski (D-
19th, Sayreville) after Mr. Bramnick
suggested alternative approaches than
increasing taxes to fix the Transpor-
tation Trust Fund (TTF):

“John Wisniewski does not have
veto power over ideas. To solve the
problem, we need to have a real con-
versation with everything on the table.
Reducing spending should also be on
the table and allowing the Legisla-
ture to determine how to fund schools
not the courts.

“He has had 13 years as head of the
Transportation Committee to find a
solution to the TTF. Now that the
fund is approaching insolvency, the
only idea he can come up with is to
raise everyone’s taxes.

“If we limit the conversation to
increasing taxes, we will get the same
answer Trenton Democrats have re-
peatedly given us – more taxes. That
is why we have higher income taxes,
a higher sales tax and higher corpo-
rate business taxes. His ideas contrib-
ute to residents and businesses flee-
ing New Jersey.”

Westfield Y Invites Youth For
Ski Trips and Hockey Game

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Area Y is offering ski/snowboard
trips and other activities for teens
and families this winter.

Participants will board a coach
bus to Hunter Mountain on Sun-
day, February 22, and to Blue
Mountain on Sunday, March 8.
Both trips will depart at 6 a.m. The
trip to Hunter Mountain will re-
turn at 7 p.m. and the Blue Moun-
tain trip will return around 5 p.m.
Both will depart from the Y’s Rob-
ert and Virginia Bauer Family
Branch, located at 422 East Broad
Street, Westfield.

Any child age 10 and under must
be accompanied by an adult. The
fee for this trip includes the lift
ticket, coach bus and adult chaper-
ones. Rentals and lessons are avail-
able for an additional fee. To get the
most out of the day, the Y recom-
mends participants rent locally and
bring their equipment with them on
the trip. Food is not included; how-
ever, participants can bring lunch
or money to purchase food at the
lodge. A discounted price is avail-
able to season pass holders.

Additionally, the Y is offering a
trip to a New Jersey Devils versus
Columbus Blue Jackets game on
Friday, March 6. The Y invites Dev-
ils fans to bring their family and
friends for a discounted price that
includes transportation, game

ticket, Y adult chaperone counse-
lors and even a food voucher to
this game. Participants will meet
at 5 p.m. at the Main Y Facility,
located at  220 Clark Street ,
Westfield. Pickup after the game
will be at the Westfield Train Sta-
tion.

Y membership is not required.
Trip registration forms can be
found online at westfieldynj.org,
and registration for the trips is
available online to current mem-
bers. Only the base fee can be paid
online. Non-members can visit the
Welcome Center at the Main Y
Facility to register. Rentals and/or
lessons are paid separately. Hard
copies of the registration form and
waiver are required. One hard copy
of the registration form and one
hard copy of each waiver are re-
quired for each trip.

For more information on pro-
grams and activities for teens and
pre-teens, visit westfieldynj.org;
call Marty Collett at (908) 233-
2700, extension no. 405, or e-mail
mcollett@westfieldynj.org. To
learn more about Westfield Area Y
programs, visit westfieldynj.org.
Financial assistance is available
for those who qualify.


