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Letters to
the Editor

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
XXX
XXX
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Mohamed Jalloh, chair
mjalloh@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Fire Chief Dan Kelly Is Remembered
As Dedicated and Kind Individual

Does Scotch Plains Zoning Board
Have Conflict of Interest Problem?

I would like to add my voice to the
many tributes for Fire Chief Dan
Kelly. Chief Kelly was a proud gradu-
ate of Westfield High School and was
always ready to help the students in
our schools. Whether responding to
an alarm in a school building or in-
specting new construction, Chief
Kelly always made sure that our stu-
dents’ safety was assured. In the af-
termath of Newtown, the Chief was
part of a town-wide team that re-
viewed safety procedures in all of our
schools.

We are fortunate to be part of a

community where the town govern-
ment works in cooperation with the
schools for the public good. It has
been a privilege to work with such a
dedicated and kind individual as Chief
Kelly, and I will always be grateful
for the time and service he so will-
ingly provided to our schools.

On behalf of the Westfield Public
Schools, may I extend my heartfelt
sympathy to the entire Kelly family.

Margaret Dolan, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools

Westfield

At its reorganization meeting in
January, the new Scotch Plains Town
Council, led by Mayor Glover and
Deputy Mayor Gialanella, appointed
Councilwoman Checcio’s husband
to the town’s Zoning Board. Mr.
Checcio joins Mr. Gialanella, the
Deputy Mayor’s husband, on the
Zoning Board. I also serve on the
Zoning Board, having been appointed
last year. Both Mr. Gialanella and Mr.
Checcio seem to take their position
seriously and want to do a good job.
But they, personally, are not the point
of this letter. It is Glover, Gialanella
and Co.’s disregard, once again, of
conflict of interest issues that con-
cerns me.

The Zoning Board is not an advi-
sory committee (like a parade com-
mittee or such) under control of the
Council or the mayor; rather it is a
separate part of town government
called for by state statute. The board
approves waivers to the zoning rules
in the case of, for example, new cell
towers or when developers wants to
build new subdivisions. It is sup-
posed to be a nonpartisan board, in-
dependent of the Town Council. Town
Council members aren’t supposed to
attend Zoning Board meetings, and
board members are not supposed to
discuss zoning cases outside of offi-
cial board meetings. Board meeting
are governed by the state land use law

and subject to the open public meet-
ings act. State law says any appeal
from the Zoning Board is to the Town
Council.

So having two full members of the
board, one of whom is now its chair-
man, who are married to members of
the Town Council, seems to me clearly
to create a conflict of interest prob-
lem. For one thing, husbands will
have to be extra careful not to discuss
zoning issues with their wives, and
vice versa. More substantively, any
appeal to the Town Council from a
decision of the Zoning Board will
now require both Deputy Mayor
Gialanella and Councilwoman
Checcio to recuse themselves from
that appeal. The town voted for 5
council members but only 3 will be
able to hear an appeal. That’s unfair
to the people who voted for Ms.
Gialanella and Ms. Checcio. There is
at a minimum the appearance of
Council influence with respect to
Zoning Board decisions.

Are there not enough other quali-
fied and interested Democrats in town
who can serve? Is the Zoning Board
being equated with a parade commit-
tee? Why expose the Town to the risk
of someone suing the Town claiming
that zoning decisions have been in-
fluenced by the Town Council?

Rich Fortunato
Scotch Plains

Fellow Residents,
Please Shovel Sidewalks

Since “snow season” is upon us,
I’m hoping this letter will serve as a
reminder to all residents and busi-
ness owners about the importance of
snow removal from sidewalks. Please
be considerate of others and shovel at
least part of your sidewalk. Let’s try
to make it a clear and safe path of
travel for the students walking to and
from school, mail carriers delivering
our mail, as well as dog walkers. To
those of you who are already clearing
your sidewalks, thank you! I know it
is greatly appreciated by those who
travel on foot!

Jeff Rembisz
Westfield

Origins of Valentine’s Day: A
Pagan Festival in February

www.history.com/topics/valentines-day - “Every
February 14, across the United States and in other
places around the world, candy, flowers and gifts are
exchanged between loved ones, all in the name of St.
Valentine. But who is this mysterious saint, and
where did these traditions come from? ...
this centuries-old holiday, from ancient
Roman rituals to the customs of Victo-
rian England.”

“While some believe that Valentine’s
Day is celebrated in the middle of Febru-
ary to commemorate the anniversary of
Valentine’s death or burial — which prob-
ably occurred around A.D. 270 — others claim that
the Christian church may have decided to place St.
Valentine’s feast day in the middle of February in an
effort to “Christianize” the pagan celebration of
Lupercalia. Celebrated at the ides of February, or

February 15, Lupercalia was a fertility festival dedi-
cated to Faunus, the Roman god of agriculture, as
well as to the Roman founders Romulus and Remus.”
... “Americans probably began exchanging hand-
made valentines in the early 1700s. In the 1840s,

Esther A. Howland began selling the first
mass-produced valentines in America.
Howland, known as the “Mother of the
Valentine,” made elaborate creations with
real lace, ribbons and colorful pictures
known as “scrap.” Today, according to
the Greeting Card Association, an esti-
mated 1 billion Valentine’s Day cards are

sent each year, making Valentine’s Day the second
largest card-sending holiday of the year. (An esti-
mated 2.6 billion cards are sent for Christmas.)
Women purchase approximately 85 percent of all
valentines.”

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Yird – Scottish for earth
2. Laurin – A fatty, acrid, crystalline

substance contained in the berries of the
laurel

3. Thesmothete – A legislator or law-
giver

4. Proterandry – The maturation of the
male organs of reproduction in advance
of the female organs

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

CYPHONISM
1. A state of purification or having

impurities removed
2. The study of the mammary gland

and its milk-producing secretions
3. A form of ancient punishment con-

sisting of smearing the victim with honey
and exposing him to insects

4. Blood letting as a form of medical
practice

TOHUBOHU
1. A gum resin which oozes from the

Indian hemp
2. Mixed or jumbled
3. Minced chicken or veal, mixed with

eggs and bread crumbs
4. Chaos

CATABASION
1. A chamber in a Greek church, under

the alter, where relics are kept
2. A mountain pass
3. In anatomy, the study of involuntary

muscle contractions
4. A slaughterhouse for cattle

MELIC
1. Producing honey
2. Of song or poetry
3. Well-formed; symmetrical
4. Resembling a grape cluster in form

Brian Williams Has Lost All
Credibility As A Journalist

One of the most important as-
pects of journalism is ethics. This
past week NBC anchor Brian Wil-
liams took himself off the air after
his recollection of being in a heli-
copter hit by a grenade in Iraq in
2003 was challenged by United
States veterans who were on the
copter at the time. NBC, on Tues-
day. suspended him for six months
without pay.

We believe Mr. Williams’ cred-
ibility has been severely damaged
by this and other alleged false re-
porting claims he has made during
his tenure as anchor. Many mem-
bers of the media this week ques-
tioned whether Mr. Williams will
be able to return as anchor as no one
will likely ever be able to trust him
again, a point with which we agree.

Flight engineer Lance Reynolds,
who was on board the actual Chi-
nook that was shot down in 2003,
ripped Mr. Williams in a Facebook
comment. “Sorry dude, I don’t re-
member you being on my aircraft.
I do remember you walking up
about an hour after we had landed
to ask me what had happened.”

Mr. Williams apologized last
Wednesday for his comments,
saying, “I want to apologize. I
said I was traveling in an aircraft
that was hit by RPG fire. I was
instead in a following aircraft.”

Fox News has reported that this
is not the first time Mr. Williams
has fabricated a story involving
himself. He has repeatedly said
that in 2006 he came under
Hezbollah rocket fire while riding
in an Israeli Defense Forces heli-
copter. Mr. Williams initially said
in an NBC blog that the rocket fire
was six miles away. He later
changed that account to say the
rockets passed 1,500 feet under-
neath the aircraft.

Mr. Williams also is being scru-
tinized for his coverage of Hurri-
cane Katrina in 2005 when he
claimed to have viewed a man’s
body face down floating by his
hotel in the French Quarter. It has
since been pointed out, however,
that the French Quarter, the heart
of New Orleans, was spared the
worst of Katrina.

The NBC anchor claimed he
had gotten sick from dysentery
while covering New Orleans from
ingesting flood water. Media re-
ports, however, question this ac-
count as well, saying an official

with the New Orleans Health De-
partment could not recall a single
case of gastroenteritis during
Katrina or in the month afterward.

These accounts, if they prove
accurate, are serious blows to Mr.
Williams’ credibility as a journal-
ist and to NBC. We, however, ques-
tion NBC trying to investigate these
alleged false claims by Mr. Will-
iams on its own. In our view, the
network needs to bring in an out-
side source with no ties to NBC or
Mr. Williams to do a thorough
investigation of all the above claims
and any others that are likely to
surface in the coming weeks.

We are angry that Mr. Williams,
a product of the New Jersey Shore,
was just named to the New Jersey
Hall of Fame in 2014. Hopefully,
the state does not receive any nega-
tive publicity for that.

Unlike the 1970s, when most
Americans got their news from
trusted nightly news anchors
Walter Cronkite (CBS), John
Chancellor and David Brinkley
(NBC) and ABC’s Frank
Reynolds, we are now inundated
with news from cable news and
opinion shows and on social me-
dia as well as on the Internet from
sources such as Google — not
always reliable sources.

With the daily print media hav-
ing lost a good portion of their
subscribers in recent years, Ameri-
cans have been looking for a
trusted source. It does not look
like NBC News is that source if it
opts to retain Mr. Williams.

AFP Rips NJ Senators
For Keystone No Votes
TRENTON – Americans for

Prosperity’s New Jersey (AFP) State
Director Daryn Iwicki issued the fol-
lowing statement in response to Sena-
tors Cory Booker’s and Bob
Menendez’s (both D-N.J.) votes
against approving Keystone XL pipe-
line construction.

“We are disappointed that Sena-
tors Booker and Menendez chose to
stand with special interests against
the workers and families across the
nation who will benefit from the Key-
stone pipeline. Despite state depart-
ment reports showing that construc-
tion will create 42,000 jobs and have
no significant environmental impact,
Booker, Menendez, and a few other
Senators continue to do the bidding
of their extremist ideologically-driven
funders. It’s time to stop playing poli-
tics with commonsense economic
opportunities and get America work-
ing again. We hope President Obama
shows bipartisan leadership and
quickly signs this into law, allowing
construction to finally begin.”

Christie Signs Bill For
Inmate Mental Health
TRENTON – Legislation to im-

prove the quality of mental health
and substance abuse treatment for
inmates has been signed by Gover-
nor Chris Christie.

The bill, A-3722, requires the De-
partment of Corrections (DOC) and
the Department of Human Services
(DHS) to share the authority over
prison-based treatment centers.

The measure, by establishing in-
teragency oversight in the prisons,
ensures that treatment standards and
protocols are consistent so when pris-
oners get out, their treatment can
continue on the same path.

Instead Of $1 Million Study,
We Should Dredge Rahway River

Mayors of Cranford, Garwood, Millburn, Rahway,
Springfield and Union Township having been call-
ing for help to mitigate against future flooding such
as occurred during Hurricane Irene in August 2011.
They sent a letter to Governor Chris Christie re-
questing $20 million to build floodwater storage
areas and enhance their levies.

This past week Senator Robert Menendez (D-
N.J.) announced $500,000 in federal funding from
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ budget and
another half-million dollars from President Barack
Obama’s federal budget to complete a flood mitiga-
tion study of the 82-mile Rahway River Watershed.

The project itself is said to cost $68 million.
That’s a lot of money. The study is said to primarily
focus on the area between Orange Reservoir to the
north through Rahway to the south.

Would this be the correct solution or just a repeat
of past mistakes? Seems like dredging the river on
a regular basis is a more effective safeguard. We
understand from old-timers that dredging from
Millburn through Springfield, Cranford and Rahway
then to the ocean outlet in Elizabeth was practiced.

The old-timers tell us the Rahway River bed in
Cranford was 12 feet deep back then. It’s about four
feet now, having been silted up (with little way for

the water to pass through). Could the old-timers be
correct?

Surely, a solution must be regional — and it must
be put in the hands of the engineers.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
A RIVER RUNS THROUGH IT…The Riverside Inn in
Cranford takes the brunt of the floodwaters that raged down
Springfield Avenue onto North Avenue on August 28, 2011
after Hurricane Irene’s wrath. Vast areas of Cranford were
under water.

News Shorts

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

IF YOU DON’T LIE,
YOU DON’T HAVE

TO REMEMBER
WHAT YOU SAID!


