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UCC IN RAHWAY... Union County Freeholder Chairman Mohamed S. Jalloh
and Union County College President Margaret McMenamin cut the ribbon
officially opening the new Union County College facility in Rahway. They were
joined by Freeholder Sergio Granados, Rahway Mayor Samson Steinman, Union
County Performing Arts Center (UCPAC) Board President Sondra Fishinger
and Executive Director Lawrence McCullough, members of the College’s Board
of Trustees and Board of Governors and faculty, staff, and students. Rahway
UCC students will now have the opportunity to take for-credit drama and public
speaking courses, and also enhance their skills through volunteering with their
next-door-neighbors at the UCPAC.

Lance Introduces Taxpayer
Bailout Protection Act

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th) has introduced
the ‘Taxpayer Bailout Protection Act’
to eliminate the possibility of a tax-
payer-funded bailout of insurance com-
panies under ObamaCare. The legisla-
tion mandates that payments under the
risk corridor program, the mechanism
by which payments to insurance com-
panies would be made, must be rev-
enue neutral – meaning no taxpayer
funds could be used to cover insurance
company loses. Companion legislation
will be introduced by Republican U.S.
Senator Bill Cassidy of Louisiana.

“ObamaCare’s risk corridor pro-
gram poses two questions: does the
law allow the administration to cover
insurance company loses and are
American taxpayers going to have to
foot the bill?” said Mr. Lance, a mem-
ber of the Energy and Commerce
Health Subcommittee. “Taxpayers
need to be protected from more bail-
outs and we need to ensure that the
(Obama) Administration is follow-
ing the letter of the law. The ‘Tax-
payer Bailout Protection Act’ will
protect taxpayers from a potential
financial liability.”

There are many questions regard-
ing ObamaCare’s risk corridor pro-
gram, Mr. Lance said. As written in
statute, there is no appropriation of
funds for the purpose of administer-
ing the program. The program has
the potential to operate at a signifi-

cant cost to American taxpayers and
is being managed outside of the Con-
gressional appropriation process –
unlawfully and without oversight,
according to a press release from Mr.
Lance’s office.

Last Congress, as members of the
House Energy and Commerce Health
Subcommittee, Mr. Cassidy and Mr.
Lance examined this possibility and
saw that not only are taxpayer funds
potentially being used as a bargain-
ing chip to stabilize insurer exchange
participation, but the Administration
is overreaching and acting outside of
its statutory authority to use taxpayer
funds. Without an appropriation from
Congress, any payments delivered to
cover the loses of insurers would be
illegal, throwing into doubt whether
payments already made to insurance
companies were lawful.

“Many in Congress believe that any
payment made to an insurance com-
pany under ObamaCare’s risk corri-
dor program is not authorized by law.
No where in statute does the Adminis-
tration have the power to appropriate
money to cover insurance company
loses. I am pleased to join my col-
league and friend Senator Cassidy
again as we move this bicameral effort
to tackle the two pressing elements of
the risk corridor program: protecting
taxpayers from more bailouts and en-
suring that the administration is fol-
lowing the letter of the law.”

We treat your urgent needs  
 like an emergency.

When you’re injured, feeling ill or suffering from a flu bug, head for care at Summit Medical Group’s new urgent care center in Westfield. 
This new center offers:

• An experienced team of board-certified emergency medicine physicians and nurses
• Shorter wait times and lower fees than a hospital emergency room visit
• Onsite diagnostic capabilities, including imaging and lab testing
• A team of specialists readily available for consultation
• Coordinated follow-up care with Summit Medical Group, if necessary
• 1 electronic file connecting your urgent care to your primary care if you are an established SMG patient
• Additional onsite services that include: orthopedics, physical/occupational/speech therapy, ENT/allergy, and more

When you’re not feeling right, remember there’s care just around the corner that’s fast, qualified and committed to  
helping you feel better. For hours and directions, go to urgentcare.summitmedicalgroup.com or call 908-673-7256.

OPEN NOW!
574 Springfield Avenue, Westfield  •  908-673-7256

Summit Medical Group  
now has a new urgent 

care center in Westfield.

OPEN NOW

IN WESTFIELD

Fast track available for 
less urgent needs.

Salisbury Joins
Bramnick Law Firm
SCOTCH PLAINS — Carl

Salisbury, who recently led the New
York office insurance recovery team
at Kilpatrick Townsend and Stock-
ton, LLP, has joined the law firm of
Bramnick, Rodriguez, Grabas and
Woodruff, where he will lead the
commercial litigation and insurance
recovery practice.

Mr. Salisbury has more than 25
years of experience in the litigation
and trial of complex commercial dis-
putes. In addition to handling general
commercial matters, Mr. Salisbury
has more than 25 years of courtroom
and trial experience helping policy
holders in complex commercial in-
surance cases and has represented
the full gamut of companies in dis-
putes involving large insurance
claims, from small and middle-mar-
ket corporations, condominium as-
sociations, restaurants, and non-profit
institutions, to Fortune 100 compa-
nies.

He has helped corporate policyhold-
ers recover for insurance claims in-
volving environmental pollution, work-
place discrimination, bodily injuries
and property damage, mold contami-
nation, construction defects, and a va-
riety of other commercial disputes.

Mr. Salisbury is a former Westfield
councilman.

Christie Signs Muñoz Bill to
Administer OD Antidotes

TRENTON – Governor Chris
Christie has signed legislation aimed
at saving lives in cases of a heroin
overdose. The bill, sponsored by As-
semblywoman Nancy F. Muñoz (R-
21st, Summit), will allow more first
responders and other healthcare pro-
fessionals to administer drug over-
dose antidotes and protect them from
liability.

“Heroin overdoses can take any-
where from 45 to 90 minutes to turn
deadly. Every second counts when
reacting to an overdose situation,”
said Asw. Muñoz, who is a registered
nurse. “Allowing more first respond-
ers and other professionals to admin-
ister this critical first aid without fear
of legal repercussions will help pre-
vent more unnecessary tragedies.”

Under the current “Overdose Pre-
vention Act,” healthcare practitioners
and pharmacists are protected from
liability when prescribing, dispens-
ing, or administering an opioid over-
dose antidote. This bill, S-2378/A-
3720, expands the list of people au-
thorized to administer an opioid anti-
dote and provides them immunity
from liability, including sterile sy-
ringe access program employees, law
enforcement officials, emergency
medical technicians, and other emer-
gency responders. In addition to
heroin, opioids include drugs such as
hydrocodone, oxycodone and co-
deine.

The measure also authorizes needle
exchange programs to obtain a stand-

ing order permitting their employees
to carry/dispense opioid antidotes,
and provide overdose prevention in-
formation to clients.

A recent national trend of rising
heroin overdose deaths across demo-
graphic groups has been reflected in
New Jersey. Last year, more than 500
residents died from heroin overdoses
– nearly double the number reported
in 2010.

Twenty-nine states and the District
of Columbia have implemented laws
making it easier for responders to
give life saving antidotes to reverse
overdoses.

Port of NY, NJ Sets
New Record for Cargo
TRENTON — The Port Authority

has announced that annual cargo vol-
umes in the Port of New York and
New Jersey set a new record in 2014,
surpassing the previous record set in
2012.

During the year, the port handled
3,342,286 cargo containers, an in-
crease of 5.4 percent over the previ-
ous year and 4.1 percent more than in
2012, when the previous annual
record was established. The record
volumes allowed the port to maintain
its position as the busiest on the East
Coast with nearly 30 percent of the
total market share.

ExpressRail, the Port Authority’s
ship-to-rail system serving New York
and New Jersey marine terminals,
also set a new record, handling
465,405 containers during the year,
up 9.3 percent over 2013. The previ-
ous annual record was set in 2012,
with 433,481 containers handled.

WF Board OKs Addition to
Doris Parkway Home

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – The board of ad-
justment met on Monday evening
and immediately carried four appli-
cations to the Monday, March 9 meet-
ing.

The board approved the applica-
tion of Donna Kenny, 39 Doris Park-
way, to construct additions to her
family’s home on the first and second
floors. The family wishes to add a
fireplace and a half bath to the first
floor and a full bath on the second
floor. Ms. Kenny needed approval
for side and backyard setbacks. The
ordinance allows a minimum side-
yard setback of 10 feet where she
proposed 7.6 feet. The ordinance al-
lows a rear-yard setback of 35 feet
where she wants 33 feet.

Kris and Ken Tanji, 117 North
Chestnut Street, won approval to raise
the roof on their home to install a new
dressing room. The board unani-
mously voted to approve the applica-
tion. The ordinance requires a rear-
yard setback of 12 feet, 6 inches
where the couple has proposed 7 feet,
10 inches.

The following applications were
carried to March 9: Jorge and Vera
Ortiz of 208 Livingston Street; David
and Hillary Crall of 1005 Kimball
Avenue East; Rachel and Mark
Lipschutz of 181 Lincoln Road; and
Michael Amaroso and Lisa Saverd of
465 Topping Hill Road.

The next meeting of the board will
be Monday, March 9, at 7:30 p.m., at
the municipal building, located at
425 East Broad Street.

Bill to Increase Use Of Vehicle
Interlock Devices OK’d By Sen.

TRENTON – A bill sponsored by
Senator Nicholas P. Scutari (D-22nd,
Linden) to revise the penalty struc-
ture for driving while under the in-
fluence of alcohol in New Jersey,
including increasing the use of igni-
tion interlock devices, has received
final legislative approval in the Sen-
ate. It now goes to the governor’s
desk.

“Too often we hear about repeat
drunk drivers who have gotten be-
hind the wheel and injured or killed
someone on our roadways. It’s clear
that the current penalty system is
not working,” Sen. Scutari said. “In-
stalling an ignition interlock device
will make certain that a vehicle is
inoperable if the driver is under the
influence. This will reduce cases of
drunk driving without unintention-
ally creating other problems such
as job loss that may lead to depres-
sion and other issues that could
encourage more of the substance
abuse that led to the penalty in the
first place.”

An ignition interlock device (IID)
is a small device that is wired to a
vehicle’s ignition. It requires a breath
sample before the engine will start.
If the IID detects alcohol on the
driver’s breath, the engine will not
start. The International Council on
Alcohol, Drugs and Traffic Safety
maintains that IIDs, when combined
with a comprehensive monitoring
and service program, lead to a 40-
to-95 percent reduction in the rate of
repeat drunk driving offenses among

offenders as long as the IID remains
on the vehicle.

The bill (S-385/A-1368) seeks to
move New Jersey away from driver’s
license suspensions as the default
penalty for first offenders charged
with drunk driving offenses by cre-
ating a rebuttable presumption that
the offenders should instead be sen-
tenced to install an ignition inter-
lock device (IID) in their primary
vehicle. The bill would not remove
the court’s discretion to impose a
license suspension for a first of-
fender. Instead, it would create a
presumption that the installation of
an IID would be the least disruptive
and rehabilitative penalty, unless the
court determines based on the
offender’s history and the nature and
circumstances of the offense that a
license suspension is the proper pen-
alty. The bill would also create more
stringent penalties on second and
repeat offenders.

The Senate approved the bill by a
vote of 29-4. The Assembly approved
it in June.

“Every day, almost 30 people in the
United States die in motor vehicle
crashes that involve an alcohol-im-
paired driver. Innocent people are dy-
ing because of the irresponsible
choices of others,” Asw. Stender said.
“Under this bill, if you get caught
drinking and driving, you face having
to install an ignition interlock device
in your vehicle, having your driving
privileges restricted or losing them all
together.”


