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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Stender Gets $90K Job With
County Improvement Authority
Assemblywoman Linda Stender

(D-22nd, Scotch Plains) has been
hired as deputy director and project
manager of the Union County Im-
provement Authority with an annual
salary of $90,000, NJ Advance Me-
dia has reported. The executive di-
rector of the Authority is Dan Sullivan
— who also runs the county’s utili-
ties authority. Ms. Stender and Mr.
Sullivan served as county freehold-
ers in the mid to late 1990s.

Ms. Stender currently is chair-
woman of the Assembly State and
Local Government Committee and
vice-chairwoman of the Transporta-
tion and Independent Authorities
Committee. She receives a $49,000
annual salary as assemblywoman and
was volunteer coordinator at the then
county-owned Runnells Specialized
Hospital in Berkeley Heights from
2004 and 2005. The county sold the
hospital last year.
  New NJ Law Allows Privatization

Of Public Water Systems
A bill signed into law by Governor

Chris Christie would allow for fast-
tracking the privatization of many
public water systems in New Jersey,
NJ Advance Media has reported.

While sponsors of the bill say the
new law is a way to get needed invest-
ment into water systems that have
been neglected, opponents said it is
an attempt to turn private profits off
public infrastructure at the expense
of taxpayers.

The bill has drawn opposition from
the New Jersey State League of Mu-
nicipalities, the New Jersey Business
and Industry Association, environ-
mental groups like the Sierra Club
and Food and Water Watch, and the
Communications Workers of America
union.

The state’s Division of Rate Coun-
sel, Stefanie Brand, has said
ratepayers would end up paying for
the sale of their own water systems
with the way infrastructure sales are
legally regulated.

The story reported that American
Water of Voorhees, the largest pub-
licly traded U.S. water and sewer
company, gave $50,000 to the Re-
publican Governors Association in
the final days of the Governor Chris
Christie’s chairmanship.

Brian Williams Takes Absence
From NBC Over Scandal

NBC Nightly News Anchor Brian

Williams has taken a leave of absence
this week amid questions of his fab-
rication of certain stories regarding
his coverage of the Iraq War in 2003
saying he has become a distraction to
the news.

In a story that aired on the NBC
Nightly Broadcast last week, Mr.
Williams recalled a story of how a
military helicopter he was passenger
in during an assignment in Iraq took
a rocket-propelled grenade. However,
those on the aircraft that took the fire
said Mr. Williams was not on the
helicopter. The NBC anchor and his
crew were in an aircraft that was
following the helicopter that was hit.

Feds Subpoena PA Travel
Records for Samson

The Record has reported that fed-
eral prosecutors have subpoenaed the
Port Authority of New York and New
Jersey for records concerning the per-
sonal travel of former PA chairman
David Samson as well as his relation-
ship with Newark Liberty Interna-
tional Airport’s largest carrier, United
Airlines.

The newspaper reported that the
route provided non-stop service be-
tween Newark and Columbia Metro-
politan Airport in South Carolina,
which is 50 miles from a home where
Mr. Samson often spent weekends
with his wife. United halted the non-
stop route on April 1 of 2014 days
after Mr. Samson resigned from PA.

Monmouth U. Poll: Booker
Not Ready for Vice-President
Only 22 percent of New Jerseyans

believe U.S. Senator Cory Booker (D-
N.J.) has enough experience to be con-
sidered for vice-president, according to
a new Monmouth University poll con-
ducted from January 30 to February 2,
according to politickenj.com. A total of
805 persons took part in the survey,
including 712 registered voters.

Poll respondents gave the junior
senator a 51 percent approval rating
and a 21 percent disapproval rating
among all New Jersey residents.

Union Mayor Sends Letter to
Comptroller Over Kean Table
Union Township has sent a letter to

the state Office of the Comptroller blast-
ing the university for purchasing a
$219,000 conference table from China,
NJ Advance Media has reported.

In his letter, Union Mayor Manuel
Figueiredo referred to the purchase
as the university’s “continued reck-
less disregard for taxpayer dollars.”
The mayor said in his letter that Kean
spent an additional $28,708 for an
audio conferencing system, also pur-
chased in China. The university, ac-
cording to the article, said the audio
conferencing system was included in
the cost for the table.

Holley Demands Councilman’s
Resignation Over Poor Attendance
Roselle Mayor Jamel C. Holley has

demanded that 5th Ward Councilman
Roy Locke resign “for his abysmal
attendance record at Borough Coun-
cil meetings and that he reimburse
local taxpayers for collecting a salary
without showing up for work.”

According to a press release sub-
mitted for Mayor Holley,  Council-
man Locke missed nearly 40 per-
cent of the meetings in 2014 . Mem-
bers of the Roselle council receive a
$15,000 salary, but Mayor Holley is
demanding it back. In addition to
salary, Councilman Locke also re-
ceives a $5,000 waiver for insur-
ance.
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Feds Allocate $500,000 for
Flood Mitigation Study

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

UNION TOWNSHIP – U.S. Sen.
Bob Menendez led a phalanx of gov-
ernment officials last week announc-
ing $500,000 in federal Army Corps
of Engineers funds, with the promise
of another $500,000, to complete a
flood mitigation study of the Rahway
River Watershed.

Surrounded by more than a dozen
officials at the Union Township
Municipal Building on February
6, including state Sen. Raymond
Lesniak (D-20th, Elizabeth), three
Union County freeholders and a
half dozen mayors of towns along
the waterway, Mr. Menendez
lauded the funds approved in the
infamous continuing resolution-
omnibus – or CROMNIBUS –
spending bill that passed Congress
in December.

The second $500,000 is included
in President Barack Obama’s up-
coming 2016 budget. The $1 mil-
lion in federal money is to be
matched by state funding already
approved for the New Jersey De-
partment of Environmental Protec-
tion (DEP) for the Rahway River
Basin Flood Risk Management Fea-
sibility Study.

“Nothing happens without taking
this first step,” Sen. Menendez said.

The study is a continuation of
work that began more than a de-
cade ago. That investigation iden-
tified several issues within the 82
miles of the watershed stretching
from Essex County through
Middlesex to the Arthur Kill. Offi-
cials devised a $68-million cost
estimate to reduce the risk of flood-
ing along the Rahway and its tribu-
taries, said Dan Aschenbach,
former mayor of Cranford and co-
ordinator for the Mayors Council
Rahway River Watershed Flood
Control.

This study will primarily focus on
the area between the Orange Reser-
voir at the northern end of the water-
way south through Rahway.

Mr. Aschenbach said the Army
Corps of Engineers will have a meet-
ing later this month to begin the pro-
cess with a projected completion by
the end of the year. Once the study is
completed, it must still go through a
cost-benefit analysis before Congress
would take any action to fund the
project, Mr. Aschenbach and Sen.
Menendez said.

Mr. Aschenbach noted that FEMA
payments in Cranford for the flood

damage caused by Hurricane Irene in
2011 totaled $100 million, but that
figure alone will not be used to deter-
mine the cost effectiveness of the
changes recommended by the Army
Corps of Engineers.

He also noted that Cranford offi-
cials have been working on their
own recently with regard to rethink-
ing a process regarding obtaining
easements from property owners
along the Rahway River and the
Orchard Brook. Those easements
have consequences for towns such
as Garwood and Westfield up-
stream.

Garwood officials this past year
approached Cranford about the
plan abandoned years ago after
heavy rains during the summer
twice caused flash flooding on the
south side of the borough with
storm water runoff  into the
Garwood Brook.

While residents blamed the then-
under-construction Recreation and
Sports Complex, Garwood Engi-
neer Don Guarriello pointed to the
constrictions along the brook as it
traverses into Cranford.

Union County Freeholder Bruce
Bergen blamed what he said was an
increase in the flooding in the area on
“climate change,” but until that is
addressed, flood mitigation is the best
option, he said.

Sen. Menendez stressed any
changes to the waterway will not
eliminate flooding.

“This is a flooding risk manage-
ment plan,” he said.

In a press release issued by Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th) on February
4, the Congressman praised the Army
Corps’ funding of the study.

“This is certainly welcome news
for the municipalities that face
chronic flooding issues from the
Rahway River. While this is a step in
the right direction, we will continue
to promote this vital project to
achieve the resources needed to com-
plete the study. Thousands of resi-
dences and businesses as well as
vital infrastructure must be pro-
tected,” said Rep. Lance, the federal
representative for several of the af-
fected towns.

Mr. Lance noted that the Army
Corps of Engineers and the New
Jersey Department of Environmen-
tal Protection signed a Feasibility
Cost Sharing Agreement for this
project in 2002. Twelve years later
the study has yet to be completed,
he said.

Services Held for Teen
Killed in Warinanco Crash

CRANFORD — A funeral Mass
was held Monday for a 16-year-old
Cranford High School student who
was killed February 3rd in a car crash
in Warinanco Park.

Justin Juzefyk was the passenger
in a 2003 Honda CRV when it struck
a light pole and then a tree on the
passenger side, according to a NJ
Advance Media report.

He was taken by county EMS to
University Hospital in Newark and
died around 2:30 a.m., according to
the report. The accident occurred
about a quarter-mile from the
Warinanco ice kating rink around
8:30 p.m., after the conclusion of
the 6:45 p.m. Cranford-Summit
hockey game, according to the re-
port.

The car’s 17-year-old driver sur-
vived the crash with only minor inju-
ries. His name has not been released.
Union County spokesman Seb D’Elia
said the Union County Police are
investigating the accident.

According to his obituary, Justin
was a junior at Cranford High School
with an interest in photography and
was a member of the Cranford swim
team. A candlelight vigil was held in
his memory on February 4.

Justin is survived by his parents,
Steven Juzefyk and Theresa
Gambino; a sister, Halley Juzefyk,
and his grandparents.

Dooley Funeral Home in Cranford
handled funeral arrangements. The
funeral was held at St. John the
Apostle Church in Clark.

ULTIMATE SACRIFICE... Cranford Police remembered Patrolman Robert F.
Hand, yesterday, February 11th, 40 years after he was killed in the line-of-duty
during a motor vehicle pursuit.

Officer Hand Remembered
By Cranford Police Dept.

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Police Department remembered Pa-
trol Robert F. Hand yesterday and the
sacrifice that he made 40 years ago
on February 11, 1975 when he was
killed in the line of duty during a
motor vehicle pursuit.

The car that Patrolman Hand was
chasing was driven by an 18-year-
old Rahway resident. The chase be-
gan in Cranford and continued onto
Westfield Avenue in Clark, where
the officer lost control of his car
and crashed into the storefront of a
glass and mirror shop. The 18-year-
old driver of the car that Patrolman
Hand was chasing was arrested in
Rahway several minutes after the
crash. Patrolman Hand was taken
to Rahway Hospital where he was
pronounced dead. Patrolman Hand
left behind a wife and four young
children.

Patrolman Hand was nicknamed
‘The Senator’ because he was known
to stop and talk to all of the store
owners , shoppers, and everyone else
who he saw on his beat. His peers
would joke that it would take him
half of his shift to walk just one block
because of his desire to help people
and start conversations with every-
one he saw.

Cranford Police Chief James
Wozniak said, “Patrolman Hand could
have written a book on community
policing. His desire to give back to
the community wasn’t something that

anyone could teach; it was a gift that
came very natural to him.”

Patrolman Hand was an Air Force
veteran who served in the Korean
Conflict and he received an honor-
able discharge in 1950. He was sworn
in as a Cranford patrolman in 1956
and received numerous commenda-
tions during his 19-year career. In
1968 he was issued a commendation
for breaking up a large scale narcot-
ics ring that resulted in the arrest of
10 drug dealers, and in 1969 he was
commended for arresting a child sex
offender.

Patrolman Hand was active in the
Cranford Elks Lodge and VFW Post
335 and had been elected by his fel-
low officers to serve as president of
the Cranford P.B.A.

Uniformed Cranford officers wore
black mourning bands yesterday, Feb-
ruary 11, across their badges in re-
membrance of their fallen brother.

“Officer Hand is nothing short of a
legend within the Cranford Police
Department, and this week we will
take time to remember his service to
our country, his dedication to our
community, and the sacrifice that he
and his family made 40 years ago,”
Chief Wozniak said.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com


