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“Local Service at Highway Prices”
70 Years in Westfield

Kitchen and Laundry Appliances, TV’s, Grills and A/C’s
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County
Also on Thursday’s agenda was a

resolution to appoint the law firm
of Javernaum Wurgraft Hicks
Wikstrom & Sinins, P.C. of Spring-
field to represent former Union
County Juvenile Detention Center
officer Sherrie Brown-Braswell in
a lawsuit entitled Shiquon Fowler
vs. County of Union at a cost of
$20,000. The guard has been
charged with sexually assaulting a
teenage boy at the facility and the
boy’s family is now suing the
county.

The board also considered a reso-
lution to increase funding to $40,000
to the law firm of Florio & Kenny of
Hoboken to represent the county in
the same case.

Michael Fleming, acting adminis-
trator of the Cornerstone Behavioral
Hospital of Union County, said a
couple of psychiatrists have left the
hospital and that Cornerstone has
reached an agreement with Trinitas
Regional Medical Center in Eliza-
beth to provide two full-time psy-
chiatrists by the middle of the year.
The county is leasing Cornerstone
from the Center Management Group
of Queens, N.Y. after selling Runnells
Specialized Hospital to the company
in December.

Freeholder Al Mirabella said he
will sponsor a condolence resolution
for tonight’s regular meeting in
memory of Westfield Fire Chief Dan
Kelly, who passed away on February
3 of cancer at the age of 54.

Zoning Officer to Recommend
Changes to Land Dev. Ord.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — Township Zoning
Officer Robert Hudak has recom-
mended amending the land develop-
ment ordinance the planning board
signed off on and township committee
passed in December. Mr. Hudak is to
make his final recommendations to the
township council Monday at the work-
shop meeting.

Within the ordinance, building cov-
erage maximums were added. Since
the ordinance was passed, he said most
of the homes in Cranford are non-
conforming in building coverage. This
would mean any construction to a home
would need a variance sought and would
burden the taxpayer and the zoning
board.

“If all these houses are non-
conforming…their houses are worth-
less then. That is a big issue,” Mr.
Hudak said at the Cranford Planning
Board’s February 4 meeting.

Building coverage is the percentage
of the lot area covered by a home or
attached garage, Mr. Hudak said. This
is different from lot coverage, which
includes building coverage and imper-
vious surfaces such as driveways.

“I think we need to recognize our
issues with flooding and impervious
surface…What we need to be con-
cerned about is impervious surface,”
Board Vice-Chairwoman Lynda Feder
said.

In 2009, the township had concerns
with McMansions being built on small
properties and changes to lot coverage
were put in place to “severely curtail
development,” Mr. Hudak said.

Mr. Hudak said he is still investigat-
ing the matter. He will present his rec-
ommended changes to the percentages
of building coverage in the various
residential zones at Monday’s council
meeting.

During the public portion of last
Wednesday’s planning board meeting,

resident Frank Krause again brought
up his issue with the North Avenue
corridor. He has concerns with how the
board of adjustment has approved ap-
plications for two new banks: Investors
Savings Bank, to be built next to the
Rustic Mill Diner, and Two River Bank,
on the corner of Lincoln and North
Avenues. He believes the front-yard
setbacks are too shallow and that there
is a public-safety issue with ingress and
egress of traffic to the banks. He had
previously addressed the township com-
mittee and planning board on these
issues.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FUTURE LEADERS...The Education Enrichment Foundation (EEF) of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood and the Scotch Plains-Fanwood School District co-sponsored a
leadership training conference for middle-school students on Saturday morning
for the sixth consecutive year. This year more than 125 new student leaders were
trained. The program, under the leadership of Phyllis Mirabella of the EEF, has
over 70 volunteers who help make it a success for the district. Westfield Honors Chief

Kelly; Approves Ordinances
By DOMINIC A. LAGANO

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — At its regular pub-
lic meeting Tuesday evening, the
Westfield Town Council began its
proceedings by honoring Fire Chief
Dan Kelly, who passed away last
week.

A longtime resident of Westfield
with more than three decades of ex-
perience as a firefighter, Chief Kelly
was Westfield’s Fire Chief for the
past 10 years.

The assembly observed a moment
of silence for Chief Kelly followed
by Mayor Andy Skibitsky’s remarks,
which follow in part, “The passing of
Chief Dan Kelly is a tremendous loss
to our community. He will be missed.
We will forever be grateful for his
nearly 34 years of exceptional ser-
vice to the Town of Westfield.

“On behalf of the Town Council
and the townspeople he valued serv-
ing so much, we offer our collective
heartfelt condolences to Chief Kelly’s
family.”

The council next passed two ordi-
nances on first reading.

The first ordinance is concerned
with the Tamaques Park Tennis Court
Renovation Project.

First discussed a year ago, the
project will entail resurfacing the eight
tennis courts at Tamaques Park in
addition to widening them. Besides
being available to town residents, the
tennis courts also serve as the home
court of the high-school tennis teams.

The project would be paid for by
the issuance of a bond ordinance; the
bond authorized for the project totals
$235,000, and the town also is able to
use $275,000 from other sources to-
ward the work, for a total sum of
$510,000. Contributions for this
project also will come from the
Westfield Board of Education, town
trust fund monies and from Union
County in the form of a grant.

“We spoke about this project first
last year,” stated Town Administrator
Jim Gildea. “This project will be hope-
fully adopted bond-wise and look to
be awarded (a contract) in March and
when the weather breaks, will start.

“The recreation commission has
already been in touch with the board
of education about the scheduling of
the tennis season,” stated Mr. Gildea.
“It has been a long-time-coming
project and a very good improve-
ment for the town.”

The second ordinance that was
passed on first reading further clari-
fies the town’s Historical Designa-
tion and Preservation Ordinance of
the Town of Westfield by amending
its language.

As part of the re-codifying project
undertaken by Councilman Jim Foerst
as chairman of the council’s Code
Review and Town Property Commit-
tee, the measure was designed to ad-

dress language in the original ordi-
nance deemed “confusing.”

“As we do these things, we see
obviously there’s changes to be made
and not only to update it but there’s
something that we found in here that
we wanted to clarify,” stated Mr.
Foerst.

“The ordinance basically says if 75
people agree in the district then the
district can be designated and there
was just a little bit of ambiguity about
how that process happens. So we’ll be
voting on that to just clean that up,”
stated Mr. Foerst. “And after we do
that, then I think we’re ready to pro-
ceed on our first historic district desig-
nation that we’ve seen since Kimball
Avenue in the 1980s. So for histori-
ans, this is quite an exciting time.”

In other news, the council approved
the demolition of a single-family dwell-
ing located at 127 Harrow Road as well
as single-family dwellings and detached
garages located at 415 Everson Place
and 679 Rahway Avenue.

The next town council conference
session open to the public is sched-
uled for Tuesday, February 24, at 7
p.m., at the municipal building, lo-
cated at 425 East Broad Street. The
conference session will be immedi-
ately followed by the council’s regu-
lar public meeting at 7:45 p.m.

year, had resigned.
At the board’s reorganization meet-

ing on January 8, Mr. Gialanella, the
husband of Deputy Mayor Colleen
Gialanella, defeated Ken Anderson,
who had served as chairman for five
years, in an unusual secret-ballot vote.
Afterwards, Mr. Gialanella was then
tasked with running the remainder of
that brief meeting, and several times
required assistance and prompting
from Mr. Anderson on certain proce-
dures and protocol. These delays
eventually led Mr. Abeel to mutter
impatiently about Mr. Gialanella’s
performance, leading the new chair-
man to castigate Mr. Abeel for his
remarks, and Mr. Abeel telling Mr.
Gialanella, “You’re the chairman now.
Run the meeting!”

Their conversation continued after
that meeting, with Mr. Abeel again
criticizing what he felt was Mr.
Gialanella’s lack of preparation, at
one point telling the new chairman
that if he was not familiar with the
ways the board was supposed to be
led, he should not have accepted the
post.

“It’s going to be a long year,” Mr.
Gialanella then tersely told Mr. Abeel,
who opted not to comment on his
resignation when contacted by The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.
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Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
AT ATTENTION...Members of the Westfield Fire Department stand at atten-
tion outside the Church of St. Helen on Saturday morning for the funeral of Fire
Chief Dan Kelly.

Cranford Passes Parking
Restrictions; Reviews Budget

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — The township’s
2015 departmental budget review
continued Tuesday at the township
committee’s conference session held
prior to the official meeting. The
health department and TV-35 dis-
cussed each of their department’s
budgets with the committee mem-
bers.

The health department salary re-
mains flat, Monika Koscova-Jencik,
registered environmental health
specialist, told the committee. The
department is in need of a new
copier and the low bid came in at
$5,000, she said. The Environmen-
tal Commission has a budget of
$3,500, she said.

Ed Davenport of TV-35 said the
station’s budget, “has stayed mostly
the same.” The maintenance and re-
pair budget totals $130,221 and is
used for repairs of cameras, tape
machines and other equipment. An
additional cost of $1,500 for access
to the Omni music library that safe-
guards against copyright infringe-
ment and offers 25,000 songs for the
channel to use for its broadcast was
included in the budget. Also, $2,800
is an annual fee for broadcasts to be
made available on the pay channel
as an on demand option for TV view-
ers. “We had to add $12,000 to get
our radio station back on the air,”
Mr. Davenport said. “We need it for
emergency backup.”

During the official meeting, the
committee passed the rescinding of
an ordinance that establishes a con-
servation utility.

“This does not impact the conser-
vation center, the environmental
commission or the green team,”
Mayor Andis Kalnins said.

The committee also passed three
ordinances that will restrict parking
on a portion of South Union Avenue as
a means to deter long-term parking by
commuters. There will be a time re-
striction between Washington and
Christopher Street on South Union
Avenue between 9 a.m. and noon,
Commissioner Mary O’Connor said.

Adjustments to the salaries of the
police chief and the assistant chief
financial officer (CFO) were made
in the adoption of an ordinance fix-
ing salaries and wages. The salary
range for the police chief is between
$148,000 and $174,803, and the
CFO is between $53,657 and
$73,000.A resolution that authorizes
an amendment to the township com-
mittee bylaws was passed by a vote
of 4-to-1, with Commissioner Tom
Hannen, Jr. opposing the amend-
ment.

“I think this ordinance is rather
broad and I would not want to see this
used for a bludgeon or attack on any
commissioner,” Mr. Hannen said.

“The conflict of interest law is a
statutory law…,” Deputy Mayor Lisa
Adubato said.

The resolution prohibits commis-
sioners who have a conflict of inter-
est on a certain matter to be in the
room during discussion of that par-
ticular matter, Ms. Adubato said.
She said in the past it was unclear
that when a conflict of interest was
present if that person should be privy
to the discussions of the matter. “It is
a simple clarification,” she added.

“By leaving the room, we elimi-
nate the appearance of conflict,”
Commissioner Robert D’Ambola
said.

“Each of the committee members
were elected by voters… By prohib-
iting a person’s ability to be in the
room… disenfranchises those vot-
ers who sent those commissioners
here with a specific job in mind,”
Commissioner Hannen said.

The committee passed a resolu-

tion authorizing the mayor to enter
into a settlement agreement with
Government Strategy Group, a con-
sultant that provided chief financial
officer services for a period of ap-
proximately two years, Mayor
Kalnins told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times. The township has
since hired an in-house chief finan-
cial officer.

The new Mexican restaurant, River
& Rail Cantina, slated to open at the
Riverfront, was authorized by reso-
lution to accept a person-to-person
transfer of a liquor license.

A resolution was passed that des-
ignates $9.7 million of notes con-
sisting of $9.55 million general bond
anticipation notes and $141,151
swim pool utility bond anticipation
notes. Those notes were funded at a
0.25-percent interest rate, Mayor
Kalnins said.

“We know those rates won’t last
and we are in the process of putting
together a debt management plan,”
he said.

“We need to come up with a plan
we can sustain over time. There is a
lot of discussion around the (state’s)
Transportation Trust Fund. I recom-
mend we continue to pressure our
state leaders to make sure that is
funded so our roads do not crumble,”
Mayor Kalnins said.

Mayor Kalnins also announced
the $1 million authorized by the
federal government to complete the
Rahway River Basin Flood Risk
Management Feasibility Study by
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.
Once the study is completed, the
next step would be to attain funding
for construction.

The invocation said by Commis-
sioner Connor was in honor of Fa-
ther John McGovern, pastor emeri-
tus at Saint Michael Roman Catho-
lic Church, who died January 21 at
the age of 74.

“I worked many years with Father
McGovern at the school and church,”
Ms. Adubato said. “He was a source
of comfort to many people in the
community… He will be missed.”

Gumbert and field 1 at Tamaques Park.
It was agreed that, as any field that was
completely sodded, it would be un-
available for an entire season; it would
not be possible to resurface both fields
in the same year.

It was agreed to hold a discussion
with representatives of the baseball
association to decide on a way forward.

In another attempt to improve the
town’s sporting facilities, Mr.
Kaufmann and commission member
Jeff O’Conner are to investigate the
condition of the town’s outdoor basket-
ball courts and obtain quotes to carry
out remedial work.

Mr. Kaufmann told members the
recreation department was already gear-
ing up for the summer. The cost of the
summer playground program would
increase this year from $70 to $80, but
there were unlikely to be many other
changes.

Mr. O’Connor said it was hoped to
soon be able to solicit bids for work on
the Memorial Park bathrooms.

New board of education representa-
tive Chris Langhart was present at his
first meeting.
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Brian Trusdell for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FUNDING FLOOD STUDY…Senator Bob Menendez (D-N.J.), at rostrum
surrounded by several state and local officials, announces the federal government
has approved funding to complete a flood mitigation study in the Rahway River
Watershed.


