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The Right Combination Of Cutting Edge Technology And The Highest Quality Of Services And Programs
Is The Reason We Are The Preferred Real Estate Company.... If It Is Real Estate Anywhere, We Can Help!

Union County Plans to Replace
Bridges Over Next Few Years

Planning Board Grants One-Year
Extension For Temp. Cell Towers

Zoning Board OKs Addition
To Bryant Avenue Home

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The plan-
ning board on Monday gave twin
approvals to New Cingular Wireless
to keep in place temporary cellular
telephone antennas at two sites on the
south side of town, but warned the
company that it needed to restore the
antennas to permanent spots on
PSE&G transmission towers by April
2016.

In October 2012, the board gave
permission to New Cingular to erect
temporary cell towers for two years
on Terrill Road near Parker Green-
houses and on Raritan Road near the
Ashbrook Nursing Home while

PSE&G replaced its transmission
towers along the right-of-way that
parallels Terrill Road. With that two-
year period ending in April and the
PSE&G project not fully completed,
New Cingular sought a one-year ex-
tension in order to maintain adequate
cell phone coverage for its subscrib-
ers. The temporary monopole on
Raritan Road stands 140 feet tall while
the pole on Terrill Road is 122 feet
high.

Representatives for the cell phone
carrier said they expected the anten-
nas to be placed back on the transmis-
sion towers within the next year, but
still needed time to coordinate the
installation with the utility and with

the state Board of Public Utilities.
New Cingular engineer Frank Pazben
said that a “controlled outage” of
electric power will need to be sched-
uled to allow the antennas to be put
back on the transmission towers.
Daniel Penesso, a radio-frequency
engineer, said if the extensions were
not approved, New Cingular users
would experience a loss in coverage
in that part of town.

Several residents living near the two
temporary monopoles spoke in oppo-
sition to the extension, with one Raritan
Road resident claiming that the tem-
porary towers are emitting microwaves
that have led to him, his wife and child
experiencing tinnitus amidst what he
said was an audible hum in their home.
Others also opposed the extension,
both in support of their neighbor and
because of what they felt were poten-
tial health risks to them and their fami-
lies from the towers.

After a hearing that lasted about an
hour, Board Chairman Michael
Graziano noted that — with the
PSE&G project nearing formal
completion — New Cingular was now
“much more in control of the situa-
tion” to complete the antenna trans-
fers and added that the board’s ap-
proval of a one-year extension should
be seen as its “implicit confidence”
that the project will be completed by
April 2016. If not, he warned, there
“will not be a favorable response”
from the planning board if New
Cingular returned in a year to seek
another extension.

Judith Fairweather, an attorney for
New Cingular, was adamant that the
antennas will be placed back on the
PSE&G towers before next April.

The board also approved a subdi-
vision allowing K&K Developers to
split a 40,002-square-foot tract at
2030 Lamberts Mill Road into two
conforming lots on which single-fam-
ily houses will be built. An existing
home and two wooden sheds on the
property, which is located at the cor-
ner of Jacobs Lane, will be razed
before the lot is divided into one
25,000-square-foot lot and one lot
measuring about 15,000 square feet.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The zoning
board of adjustment last week ap-
proved an application allowing a ho-
meowner to construct a front porch
and a two-story addition to his house.

Fabricio Silva of 2409 Bryant Av-
enue told the board at its February 5
meeting that he and his wife need to
add to their home, located at the cor-
ner of Bryant Avenue and Poets Place,
in order to accommodate their grow-
ing family — four children since they
moved there in the early 2000s. Sev-
eral variances were requested and
approved, including two side-street
setbacks. The side of the Silva house
is situated very close to Poets Place,
and several board members last week
expressed some concern that the new
porch, which is set to wrap around
from the front of the Cape Cod-style
home to the side where there is an
existing porch, would be located too
close to the side street.

The local ordinance calls for side-
street setbacks on a corner lot to be a

minimum of 20 feet from the prop-
erty line while Mr. Silva’s plans show
the porch being slightly more than
seven feet from that line along Poets
Place. A similar variance was re-
quested for the two-story addition at
the rear of the house. A rear-yard
setback, normally 30 feet, was also
approved for 28 feet.

Mr. Silva’s contractor told the board
he expects construction to start in
April and be completed in about four
months. Some board members re-
quested that certain measures be taken
to ensure that dirt piled from any
excavation be protected from rain in
order to avoid muddy stormwater run-
off onto Poets Place and other neigh-
borhood streets.

At the start of the board’s brief
meeting, new board chairman An-
thony Gialanella thanked former
members Rich Duthie and Brian
Doyle for their “longtime service” to
the board and also announced that
Chris Abeel, a member of the board
since 2001 and its vice-chairman last
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By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholder Board last Thursday con-
sidered a number of engineering con-
tracts for replacing county culverts
and bridges that have been deter-
mined to be constructionally defi-
cient.

“Constructionally deficient...doesn’t
mean it is going to collapse the next
day, but it also means you have to post
it, which means you put a sign on it and
limit the vehicle weights,” County En-
gineer Thomas Mineo explained to the
board. “Right now we have five con-
structionally deficient bridges (in Union
County.)”

William Reyes, director of eco-
nomic development, said a lot of the

resolutions before the board are to
hire engineers for the projects. He
said the county looks to grant money
to fund construction costs. He said
work on the bridges will not begin for
at least two more years.

Mr. Mineo said the construction
cost to replace minor bridges — those
that are 20 feet in length or less —
range from $500,000 to $600,000,
meaning five minor bridge projects
before the board will cost the county
between $2.5 and $3 million.

The projects before the board for
engineering services contracts for the
design, construction administration
and inspection services are: replace-
ment of Hazelwood Avenue minor
bridge over a stream in Rahway at a
cost of $186,500; replacement of the
minor bridge on Springfield Avenue
in Berkeley Heights at a cost of
$299,260; replacement of minor
bridge on Mountain Avenue in Ber-
keley Heights at a cost of $207,170,
and replacement of minor bridge on
Central Avenue in Westfield at a cost
of $115,504.

In addition, the board considered
change orders for construction for
replacement of two culverts located
on Valley Road at Glenside Avenue in
Berkeley Heights and First Avenue at
Locust Street in Roselle, which re-
duces the original contract by
$177,028 to $636,906.

Mr. Mineo said there are 140

bridges in Union County, all of which
are inspected every two years. He
said the county budgets an average of
$6 million annually for road projects,
$3.5 million for the bridges and cul-
verts, and $1 million for intersection
improvements.

Also, the county is set to move
ahead with the design, construction,
administration and inspection services
for the replacement of the Netherwood
Avenue bridge in Plainfield at a cost
of $299,989. Mr. Mineo said the new
bridge will cost the county an addi-
tional $1.5 million, with the state
committing $1 million to the county
for the project.

The board also considered a reso-
lution to increase funding for the
county’s Code Blue Emergency Shel-
ter Initiative by $80,000 for total fund-
ing of $160,000. The county works
with social services agencies to go
out on the streets in extremely cold
weather to offer shelter to homeless
persons.

Frank Guzzo, director of human
services for the county, said there
have been 48 Code Blue nights thus
far this winter and that the county has
spent $74,000 on the program this
winter to date. He said a number of
people have reached the 60-month
maximum for emergency assistance
from the state so Code Blue is their
last option.

Soccer Association Asks For
Lights at Kehler Stadium

By SARAH McGRAIL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — The lights may
soon be going up at Kehler Stadium in
a desperate attempt to give all of
Westfield’s soccer and lacrosse teams
time to practice.

The Westfield Soccer Association
has asked the town’s board of educa-
tion to approve the temporary use of
lighting for several weeks from March
to mid-May, the Westfield Recreation
Commission was told Monday night.

Recreation Director Bruce
Kaufmann said the soccer association
had asked to conduct a pilot project
where the lights would be on from dusk
until 9:40 p.m. every night from Mon-
day to Friday.

The board of education would have
the use of the field from dusk until 7
p.m. and the soccer and lacrosse asso-
ciations from 7 p.m. until 9:40 p.m.

This would provide a total of 127
hours and five minutes extra playing
time for the town’s soccer and lacrosse
teams. Earlier in the meeting, there had
been a discussion about the lack of
sufficient field time for these teams.

Mr. Kaufmann stressed that no games
would be played. Only practices would
be allowed.

Commission Chairman Peter
Echausse said, “The temporary lights
aren’t as high or as strong as regular
lights and I don’t think they will project
an enormous amount of light.”

Residents of homes adjoining Kehler
have, in the past, expressed their con-
cern about lighting on the field.

Mr. Kaufmann told members of the

commission these details were only for
their information as the decision would
be made by the board of education.

Earlier in the meeting it had been
agreed that the lacrosse teams should
have a little more time on the town’s
fields than they currently have and the
soccer teams a little less. This was to
reflect the number of children who
played the sports (1,273 for soccer and
555 for lacrosse in spring 2014).

The lacrosse teams were already at a
disadvantage as they were unable to
play on county fields and did try to
arrange for as many of their games as
possible to be played away.

Elsewhere in the meeting, the com-
mission heard that work was expected
to start soon on the tennis courts in
Tamaques Park, where the courts are to
be completely ripped out and redone. It
was hoped that the town council would
approve the bond ordinance in the next
couple of weeks. Recreational tennis
players were warned that this may cause
them some inconvenience as the
Westfield High School teams, which
usually play at Tamaques Park, would
be using the courts at the Memorial
Pool. It was expected that the Tamaques
Park courts would be unavailable for
the whole of April and until the middle
of May.

Mr. Kaufmann said the scoreboard
at the Gumbert Park baseball fields
was to be replaced with one dedicated
to the memory of Peter Gialluisi.

There was a great deal of discussion
around the possible resurfacing – by
sodding or seeding – of field 2 at

SERVICE MILESTONE...Battalion Chief John J. Lestarchick, second from
left, is honored for 30 years of service at the Scotch Plains Volunteer Firefighter
Association annual awards ceremony held on January 24 at The Westwood in
Garwood. Joining him, pictured from left to right, are: Fire Captain Joseph
Rodriguez, Fire Chief Jonathan Ellis, Township Manager Alexander Mirabella
and Mayor Kevin Glover.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
LEADERSHIP TRAINING...Among those on hand at Saturday’s Scotch Plains-Fanwood (SP-F) School District
leadership training conference were Phyllis and Freeholder Al Mirabella, Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr, Don Parisi,
president of the Education Enrichment Foundation (EEF) of Scotch Plains-Fanwood, and Leland McGee, past
president of the EEF.

Courtesy of Tom Kranz
 CHOW TIME…Brian Walter serves appetizing dishes to attendees at Fanwood’s
Go Red event last weekend.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TAKING THE LEAD...Scotch Plains-Fanwood School District middle-school
students participate in an exercise during Saturday’s leadership training
conference for middle-school students held at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School.


