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Kehler Lights
Gumbert and field 1 at Tamaques Park. It
was agreed that, as any field that was com-
pletely sodded, it would be unavailable for
an entire season; it would not be possible to
resurface both fields in the same year.

It was agreed to hold a discussion with
representatives of the baseball associa-
tion to decide on a way forward.

In another attempt to improve the
town’s sporting facilities, Mr. Kaufmann
and commission member Jeff O’Conner
are to investigate the condition of the
town’s outdoor basketball courts and
obtain quotes to carry out remedial work.

Mr. Kaufmann told members the rec-
reation department was already gearing
up for the summer. The cost of the sum-
mer playground program would increase
this year from $70 to $80, but there were
unlikely to be many other changes.

Mr. O’Connor said it was hoped to
soon be able to solicit bids for work on
the Memorial Park bathrooms.

New board of education representa-
tive Chris Langhart was present at his
first meeting.

The equipment and the fire department
building, built in 1980, he said are old.

The zoning department presented a
flat budget.

Municipal Judge Mark Cassidy requested
the Municipal Court budget be increased to
allow for two additional court sessions
because he said the sessions run too late.
The court sessions begin at 5:30 p.m. and
end somewhere between 11 p.m. and mid-
night, he said. He also requested an increase
in his salary and a raise for a member of the
clerical staff, who he said is “grossly under-
paid.” He said he has been employed with
the township for seven years without a pay
raise.

Chief Financial Officer Lavona Patterson
presented the finance department budget.
Payroll services provided by ADP is
$64,000, and is one of the larger expenses
in the budget, she said.

Township Clerk Tara Rowley presented
the budget of the clerk’s office. An increase
of $20,000 was allotted for the cost of the
codification of the Master Plan and an
increase in legal advertising costs was in-
cluded.

Prior to the departmental budget presen-
tations, during public comment, resident
Jim Anderson of Walnut Avenue requested
the township delineate driveway access by
painting a yellow box on the street on
Walnut Avenue across from the commu-
nity center. Users of the community center
typically park on the street instead of in the
parking lot, he said, and cars will park in
front of the driveways along homes span-
ning 213 Walnut Avenue and 227 Walnut
Avenue, he said.

“We will follow up on this,” Mayor
Kalnins said. “I’m supportive of it.”

Township Engineer Carl O’Brien and
Kevin Nollstadt, an engineer with Hatch
Mott MacDonald (HMM), presented an
update on Phase 2B, which ties the storm
drains into the Riverside Drive pump sta-
tion, and Phase 5 for the Northeast Quad-
rant Stormwater Management Project.
Phase 5 provides for additional interior
drainage improvements along the west side
of the Rahway River. The drainage im-
provements are to include a stormwater
pumping station, express sewer system,
and collector storm sewer system, accord-
ing to the HMM website.

The township retained HMM to develop
a comprehensive plan for improvements to
reduce the frequency of flooding in the
Northeast Quadrant of the Township of
Cranford, according to HMM’s website.

“Phase 2B is designed and ready to be
submitted,” Mr. O’Brien said. The dead-
line to submit the paperwork to the New
Jersey Environmental Infrastructure Trust
(NJEIT) for the loan application is Mon-
day, March 2. Phase 5 has yet to be de-
signed and will not be ready for the March
2 deadline, Mr. O’Brien said.

The cost estimate for Phase 2B and
Phase 5 are between $10 million and $12
million, Township Administrator Terence
Wall said. NJEIT offers no- and low-inter-
est loans over a 20-year period, according
to the NJEIT website.

HMM laid out four potential locations
for the pump station that is to be built for
Phase 5. Mr. Nollstadt said HMM is recom-
mending the pump station be located in a lot
on Park Drive. Phase 5 is addressing flood-
ing issues in low areas in the flood zone
such as Balmiere Parkway, Hampton Road,
West End and Park Drive, Mr. Nollstadt

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Fire Fighting Challenges
said.

The express sewer would collect
stormwater and discharge it to the Rahway
River, he said.

Mr. O’Brien also said he applied for a
$20,000 grant for i-Tree software that will
map the trees in the township and assess
each tree as good, bad or indifferent. The
last tree inventory was conducted in 1999,
Mr. Wall said.

Two major permits were received for the
North Avenue Train Station Plaza Pedes-
trian Improvements Project and will be
submitted to the New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection, Mr. O’Brien
said. The project paid partly by grant funds
is for beautification of the North Avenue
train station, as well as creating safe traffic
patterns for pedestrian, vehicular and bus
traffic, Mr. O’Brien said. Commissioner
Thomas Hannen, Jr. asked how many park-
ing spots will be lost, and Mr. O’Brien said
he would find out.

Detective Matthew Nazzaro of the
Cranford Police Department gave an up-
date on his role as the School Resource
Officer (SRO), a newly created position.
The SRO is present in each of the schools
in the township to act as a mentor to the
students and to work with the principals
to assess the needs and problem areas in
each school. The SRO heads up Project
Alert, which has replaced the DARE pro-
gram in the schools. The SRO is also
involved in many other safety aspects of
the schools.

In committee reports, Commissioner
Robert D’Ambola proposed adding a new
ordinance that requires all cars to be
removed from parking on the street when
the roads are snow covered to allow for
the plow trucks to clear the roadways.

PSE&G has said it will knock down
the substation on South Avenue and
replace it with one directly in front of it,
thereby moving the parking lot behind
the new substation. Mayor Kalnins said
the township recommended that
PSE&G raise the building to one foot
above the 500-year storm floodwaters.

Zoning Officer to Recommend
Changes to Land Dev. Ord.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Township Zoning
Officer Robert Hudak has recommended
amending the land development ordi-
nance the planning board signed off on
and township committee passed in De-
cember. Mr. Hudak is to make his final
recommendations to the township coun-
cil Monday at the workshop meeting.

Within the ordinance, building cover-
age maximums were added. Since the
ordinance was passed, he said most of the
homes in Cranford are non-conforming
in building coverage. This would mean
any construction to a home would need a
variance sought and would burden the
taxpayer and the zoning board.

“If all these houses are non-
conforming…their houses are worthless
then. That is a big issue,” Mr. Hudak said
at the Cranford Planning Board’s Febru-
ary 4 meeting.

Building coverage is the percentage of
the lot area covered by a home or attached
garage, Mr. Hudak said. This is different
from lot coverage, which includes build-
ing coverage and impervious surfaces
such as driveways.

“I think we need to recognize our is-
sues with flooding and impervious
surface…What we need to be concerned
about is impervious surface,” Board Vice-
Chairwoman Lynda Feder said.

In 2009, the township had concerns
with McMansions being built on small
properties and changes to lot coverage

were put in place to “severely curtail
development,” Mr. Hudak said.

Mr. Hudak said he is still investigating
the matter. He will present his recom-
mended changes to the percentages of
building coverage in the various residen-
tial zones at Monday’s council meeting.

During the public portion of last
Wednesday’s planning board meeting,
resident Frank Krause again brought up
his issue with the North Avenue corridor.
He has concerns with how the board of
adjustment has approved applications for
two new banks: Investors Savings Bank,
to be built next to the Rustic Mill Diner,
and Two River Bank, on the corner of
Lincoln and North Avenues. He believes
the front-yard setbacks are too shallow
and that there is a public-safety issue with
ingress and egress of traffic to the banks.
He had previously addressed the town-
ship committee and planning board on
these issues.

A FREE PRESS...Bob Cozzolina of Westfield displays his copy of The Westfield
Leader during his business trip to Ghana, one of only five countries in Africa with
a free press. The Republic of Ghana is a constitutional democracy, located along
the Gulf of Guinea and Atlantic Ocean, in the subregion of West Africa.

Budget Review Continues;
Parking Restrictions Passed

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The township’s 2015
departmental budget review continued
Tuesday at the township committee con-
ference session held prior to the official
meeting. The health department and TV-35
discussed each of their department’s bud-
gets with the committee members.

The health department salary remains
flat, Monika Koscova-Jencik, registered
environmental health specialist, told the
committee. The department is in need of a
new copier and the low bid came in at
$5,000, she said. The Environmental Com-
mission has a budget of $3,500, she said.

Ed Davenport of TV-35 said the station’s
budget, “has stayed mostly the same.” The
maintenance and repair budget totals
$130,221 and is used for repairs of cam-
eras, tape machines and other equipment.
An additional cost of $1,500 for access to
the Omni music library that safeguards
against copyright infringement and offers
25,000 songs for the channel to use for its
broadcast was included in the budget. Also,
$2,800 is an annual fee for broadcasts to be
made available on the pay channel as an on
demand option for TV viewers. “We had to
add $12,000 to get our radio station back on
the air,” Mr. Davenport said. “We need it
for emergency backup.”

During the official meeting, the commit-
tee passed the rescinding of an ordinance
that establishes a conservation utility.

“This does not impact the conservation
center, the environmental commission or
the green team,” Mayor Andis Kalnins
said.

The committee also passed three ordi-
nances that will restrict parking on a portion
of South Union Avenue as a means to deter
long-term parking by commuters. There
will be a time restriction between Washing-
ton and Christopher Street on South Union
Avenue between 9 a.m. and noon, Com-
missioner Mary O’Connor said.

Adjustments to the salaries of the police
chief and the assistant chief financial of-
ficer (CFO) were made in the adoption of
an ordinance fixing salaries and wages. The
salary range for the police chief is between
$148,000 and $174,803, and the CFO is
between $53,657 and $73,000.A resolu-
tion that authorizes an amendment to the
township committee bylaws was passed by
a vote of 4-to-1, with Commissioner Tom
Hannen, Jr. opposing the amendment.

“I think this ordinance is rather broad
and I would not want to see this used for a
bludgeon or attack on any commissioner,”
Mr. Hannen said.

“The conflict of interest law is a statutory
law…,” Deputy Mayor Lisa Adubato said.

The resolution prohibits commissioners

who have a conflict of interest on a certain
matter to be in the room during discussion
of that particular matter, Ms. Adubato said.
She said in the past it was unclear that when
a conflict of interest was present if that
person should be privy to the discussions of
the matter. “It is a simple clarification,” she
added.

“By leaving the room, we eliminate the
appearance of conflict,” Commissioner
Robert D’Ambola said.

“Each of the committee members were
elected by voters… By prohibiting a
person’s ability to be in the room… disen-
franchises those voters who sent those com-
missioners here with a specific job in mind,”
Commissioner Hannen said.

The committee passed a resolution au-
thorizing the mayor to enter into a settle-
ment agreement with Government Strat-
egy Group, a consultant that provided chief
financial officer services for a period of
approximately two years, Mayor Kalnins
told The Westfield Leader. The township
has since hired an in-house chief financial
officer.

The new Mexican restaurant, River &
Rail Cantina, slated to open at the Riverfront,
was authorized by resolution to accept a
person-to-person transfer of a liquor li-
cense.

A resolution was passed that designates
$9.7 million of notes consisting of $9.55
million general bond anticipation notes and
$141,151 swim pool utility bond anticipa-
tion notes. Those notes were funded at
0.25- percent interest rate, Mayor Kalnins
said.

“We know those rates won’t last and we
are in the process of putting together a debt
management plan,” he said.

“We need to come up with a plan we can
sustain over time. There is a lot of discus-
sion around the (state’s) Transportation
Trust Fund. I recommend we continue to
pressure our state leaders to make sure that
is funded so our roads do not crumble,”
Mayor Kalnins said.

Mayor Kalnins also announced the $1
million authorized by the federal govern-
ment to complete the Rahway River Basin
Flood Risk Management Feasibility Study
by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.
Once the study is completed, the next step
would be to attain funding for construction.

The invocation said by Commissioner
O’Connor was in honor of Father John
McGovern, pastor emeritus at Saint
Michaels Roman Catholic Church, who
died January 21 at the age of 74.

“I worked many years with Father
McGovern at the school and church,” Ms.
Adubato said. “He was a source of comfort
to many people in the community… He
will be missed.”

Christina Hinke for The Westfield Leader
BUDGET TALKS … Cranford Fire Department Captain Andy Stratton gave a
presentation Monday to the township committee regarding staffing of the fire
department.
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WF Council
ceed on our first historic district designa-
tion that we’ve seen since Kimball Av-
enue in the 1980s. So for historians, this
is quite an exciting time.”

In other news, the council approved
the demolition of a single-family dwell-
ing located at 127 Harrow Road as well as
single-family dwellings and detached ga-
rages located at 415 Everson Place and
679 Rahway Avenue.

The next town council conference ses-
sion open to the public is scheduled for
Tuesday, February 24, at 7 p.m., at the
municipal building, located at 425 East
Broad Street. The conference session
will be immediately followed by the
council’s regular public meeting at 7:45
p.m.

Garwood native Valerio Zuena, 32, who
now lives in Springfield, as a probation-
ary patrolman and numerical replace-
ment on the force for Sgt. Mario Morelli,
who retired January 31 after 25 years.

Mr. Zuena, who has served as a deputy
sheriff with the Essex County Sheriff’s
Department, will begin Monday.

Both resolutions passed unanimously,
5-to-0, with Councilman Mike Martin
absent.

But Mr. Mathieu balked at an item
originally on the consent agenda, autho-
rizing $34,305.81 to Sgt. Morelli for
vacation, holidays, sick time, personal
time and other hours for 2015.

He criticized the payment, saying that
officers that work one day into a calen-
dar year are paid an entire year’s vaca-
tion and off time for “not working.”

“It erodes the faith in the police,” he
said. “Our police should be paid and
paid well, but this is gaming the sys-
tem.”

After rhetorically asking Borough At-
torney Bob Renaud what the likely con-
sequence would be if the council voted
not to authorize the payment, Council-
woman Sara Todisco said the money
being paid to Sgt. Morelli was a contract
provision and denial would almost as-
suredly result in a lawsuit the borough
would lose.

This sparked a terse exchange be-
tween the two, with Mr. Mathieu calling
for the policemen’s contract to be
changed and an exasperated Ms. Todisco
claiming it would be irresponsible to
vote against the measure.

“Whether we agree or not, I don’t
want to waste the taxpayers’ money,”
she said.

When Mr. Mathieu shot back that
someone has to speak up for the tax-
payer, Councilwoman Ann Tarantino
snapped back from the other side of the
dais: “We are standing up for the tax-
payer.”

The measure passed 4-to-1.
In the work session, the council once

more discussed the three remaining en-
croachments on the Recreation and
Sports Complex from private homes.

As building and grounds chairman,
Mr. Mathieu approached all three home
owners and gave the council a rundown
on the status, telling the council that two
of the three made reasonable requests of
the borough.

The owner at 116 Myrtle Avenue
asked that the property line be delin-
eated again so she could understand
where it is, and the owner at 119 Willow
Avenue requested that if a fence was to
be removed and replaced properly on
the line that both actions be done on the
same day for her dog.

However, the owner at 167 Myrtle,
identified by Mr. Mathieu as Kenneth
Higney, is disputing the borough’s
claims and indicated he would seek coun-
sel if the town sought to enforce its
claim.

“We have our survey,” Mr. Renaud
said. “He provided the same survey that
showed the same encroachment.”

Councilman Bill Nierstedt suggested
moving ahead with the undisputed prop-
erties, and the council deferred on the
third while Mr. Renaud researched an
ordinance that would enable the town to
place a lien on the property.
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County
Also on Thursday’s agenda was a reso-

lution to appoint the law firm of
Javernaum Wurgraft Hicks Wikstrom &
Sinins, P.C. of Springfield to represent
former Union County Juvenile Detention
Center officer Sherrie Brown-Braswell
in a lawsuit entitled Shiquon Fowler vs.
County of Union at a cost of $20,000.
The guard has been charged with sexu-
ally assaulting a teenage boy at the facil-
ity and the boy’s family is now suing the
county.

The board also considered a resolution
to increase funding to $40,000 to the law
firm of Florio & Kenny of Hoboken to
represent the county in the same case.

Michael Fleming, acting administra-
tor of the Cornerstone Behavioral Hospi-
tal of Union County, said a couple of
psychiatrists have left the hospital and
that Cornerstone has reached an agree-
ment with Trinitas Regional Medical
Center in Elizabeth to provide two full-
time psychiatrists by the middle of the
year. The county is leasing Cornerstone
from the Center Management Group of
Queens, N.Y. after selling Runnells Spe-
cialized Hospital to the company in De-
cember.

Freeholder Al Mirabella said he will
sponsor a condolence resolution for
tonight’s regular meeting in memory of
Westfield Fire Chief Dan Kelly, who
passed away on February 3 of cancer at
the age of 54.
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Garwood Council
In other issues, Traffic Committee

Chairwoman Mrs. Tarantino informed
the borough that due to mounting com-
plaints over the years regarding speed-
ing vehicles on Fourth Avenue, the po-
lice department was looking into obtain-
ing grants to erect “radar feedback” signs.
The devices detect a car’s speed and
flash it at the drivers, intending to get
those over the limit to slow down.

Chief Underhill said at the meeting
that speed bumps were an option, but he
considered them a “drastic start” that
came with maintenance costs. He also
expressed concern that it would force
traffic onto North Avenue and through
the Lincoln School zone.
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