
BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-8  Thursday, February 5, 2015

goleader.com/ballyhoo

Floraphile to Learn
About Rain Gardens
CRANFORD — The Floraphile

Garden Club of Cranford will meet
on Tuesday, February 17, when
members will be joined by a
speaker from the “My Green
Cranford” organization for a pre-
sentation on rain gardens.

Participants will learn how these
gardens can help create a safer,
cleaner, more livable community.
The meeting will take place at 12:30
p.m. at the Cranford Community
Center, located at 220 Walnut Av-
enue. Guests are welcome.

Anyone interested in joining the
Floraphile Garden Club of
Cranford or obtaining more in-
formation on upcoming events
may contact Mary Ellen at
mecrafts@verizon.net, or like the
club on Facebook at
f a c e b o o k . c o m /
floraphilegardenclub.

Iraq Vet Visits Cranford;
Sees Rededicated Flagpole

CRANFORD — Michael P. Smith,
a native of Johnstown, Pa. and a
2006 West Point Military Acad-
emy graduate, recently visited
Cranford for the first time to
spend time with his aunt,
Cranford resident Barbara
Krause. One thing he was anx-
ious to see in town was the
World War I flagpole at Post
Office Plaza.

While Mr. Smith was serving in
Iraq, Mrs. Krause was serving on
the Cranford Flagpole Restora-
tion Committee, which was
charged with raising the funds in
2007-2008 to restore the Town
Flagpole. It had been removed
several years earlier and had
fallen into major disrepair after
being erected in 1918 during
World War I to honor the U.S.
military.

Flag Committee member Paul
LaCorte donated a nine-foot by
12-foot flag that was shipped to
then-Lieutenant Smith, who ar-
ranged for the flag to be flown at
Mosul, Iraq, where he was sta-
tioned in the Army. He then had
it shipped back to Cranford to be
flown for the “Rededication Cer-

emony” of the restored flagpole
on November 8, 2008. Lt. Smith’s
aunt had his name honored on
the bronze plaque at the base of
the pole, as are the other donors
and memorials. After five years
of service, Mr. Smith left the
military with the rank of captain
and is now a third-year law stu-
dent at Georgetown University
Law School.

The flag was accompanied from
Iraq by a certificate with seal
stating, “This is to certify that the
accompanying flag was flown
over the State Department’s Pro-
vincial Reconstruction Team
Headquarters in Mosul, Iraq on
October 26, 2008 to honor those
who have served and sacrificed
in support of Operation Iraqi Free-
dom. This flag is proudly pre-
sented to the citizens of Cranford,
New Jersey to commemorate the
Original 1918 Flagpole.”

HONORING OUR COUNTRY...Barbara Krause of Cranford and her nephew,
Michael Smith of Johnstown, Pa., stand at the base of the World War I flagpole
at Post Office Plaza in Cranford. While serving in the U.S. Army, Mr. Smith
arranged to have an American flag flown at the State Department’s Provincial
Reconstruction Team Headquarters in Mosul, Iraq, and then shipped back to
Cranford to be flown for the “Rededication Ceremony” of the restored flagpole
on November 8, 2008. Mr. Smith and his aunt stopped by the flagpole site during
Mr. Smith’s recent visit to Cranford.

Concordia Releases
Fall Honors List

ANN ARBOR, Mich. – Concordia
University Ann Arbor officials re-
leased the Fall Honors List for the
first semester of the 2014-2015
academic year. To be eligible for
the honor, students must achieve
a minimum 3.50 GPA.

Among the area students
named to the list is senior Ryan
Bjellquist-Ledger of Garwood.

Founded in 1963, Concordia
University Ann Arbor is affiliated
with The Lutheran Church-Mis-
souri Synod. The school is lo-
cated on 187 acres alongside the
Huron River.

Cranford Library Sets
Valentine’s Day Party
CRANFORD — The Cranford

Public Library will host a
Valentine’s Day Dance Party on
Saturday, February 14, begin-
ning at 11 a.m., in the library’s
Raddin Room. Children and their
families are invited to create
some simple crafts and dance to
some kid-friendly tunes.

Registration is not required for
this event. Admission is free and
all Cranford residents are wel-
come. The library is located at
224 Walnut Avenue. For a list of
other upcoming programs, visit
the library’s web page at
cranford.com.

Valentine Story Time
Open to Youngsters

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Public Library and Cranford New-
comers will pair up to present a
special Valentine’s Day Story
Time on Thursday, February 12,
at 3:30 p.m., in the library’s
Raddin Room.

Participants will share stories,
sing songs and color pictures to
be donated to those in need of a
little cheer. Drawings will be do-
nated to Color a Smile, a non-
profit organization that distrib-
utes handmade art to “senior
citizens, troops overseas, and
anyone in need of a smile!”

All children who are old enough
to color are welcome at this pro-
gram. No registration is required.
The library is located at 224
Walnut Avenue. For a list of other
upcoming programs, visit the li-
brary web page at cranford.com.
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Flea Market, Collectibles
To Be Featured Feb. 14
CLARK — A Flea Market and

Collectible Show will take
place on Saturday, February
14, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
indoors and outdoors, at
Arthur L. Johnson High
School,  located at 365
Westfield Avenue, off Raritan
Road, Clark. Admission will
be free.

Sponsored by the ALJHS
Alumni Association, the event
will feature more than 50 ex-
hibitors displaying an array
of quality merchandise such
as oil and incense, handbags,
sports collectibles, jewelry for
all ages, clothing, dollar
items, gift items, gloves and
scarves, toys, perfumes, an-
tiques and collectibles and
garage/tag sale items, all at
bargain prices. Food also will
be available for purchase.

JC Promotions is offering
four free spaces to any school
organization wishing to par-
ticipate by having an exhibi-
tor space to sell their items
and/or promote their club.
To reserve one of the spaces,
or for more information about
the event, contact JC Promo-
tions at (201) 998-1144 or
events@jcpromotions.info.


