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UCC Pres. McMenamin
Named Grand Marshal of
St. Patrick’s Day Parade

CRANFORD — The 2015 Union
County Saint Patrick’s Day Pa-
rade Committee has announced
that Union County College Presi-
dent Margaret M.
McMenamin of Spring-
field has been named
grand marshal of the
19th annual Union
County Saint Patrick’s
Day Parade.

Ms. McMenamin has
been involved with the
Union County St.
Patrick’s Day Parade
for many years. She is
also active in several
education and com-
munity organizations.

“I am deeply grate-
ful to have been se-
lected for this great
honor as grand mar-
shal for Union
County’s St. Patrick’s
Day Parade,” Ms. McMenamin
said. “I am proud of my Irish
heritage and deeply respect the
responsibilities associated with
the title conferred upon me as
grand marshal.”

Ms. McMenamin traces her Irish
roots to the farmlands of Coun-
ties Donegal, Mayo and Sligo in
Ireland.

“We are honored to have an

individual of the caliber and in-
tegrity of Dr. McMenamin as our
grand marshal,” Parade General
Chairman Tony Brennan said.

“We are proud to
have her lead us
in the 19th an-
nual parade.”

The parade-
day march down
Morris Avenue
will be a home-
coming for the
M c M e n a m i n
family and for
Union County
College.

“We’ll have
more than a hun-
dred UCC stu-
dents joining us,
as they do every
year,” Ms.
M c M e n a m i n
said. “We’ll also

have a dozen of my college col-
leagues joining me as well as
many members of the
McMenamin clan, including my
97-year-old mother Elizabeth.”

Ms. McMenamin will be offi-
cially installed as grand marshal
this Saturday, February 7 at 2:30
p.m. during the parade
committee’s annual Investiture
Mass at St. Theresa’s Roman
Catholic Church located at 541
Washington Avenue in
Kenilworth.

A reception for the grand mar-
shal will follow at the Kenilworth
Veterans Center, located at 33
South 21st Street.

The parade will step off at 1
p.m. sharp on Saturday, March
14, on Morris Avenue in Union.

For more information about the
Union County St. Patrick’s Day
Parade, please visit
www.unioncountystpatricksdayparade.com.

Margaret  McMenamin

enue — it is 4th Avenue, a single-
family residential zone.

Going forward there are more
parcels of property along that
part of fourth that also have very
deep lots. What is to stop more
homeowners from combining
their property and selling to an-
other developer and putting more
townhomes in this neighborhood.

There is nothing to stop it as
the town has already set the
precedence for next time. What
would be the rational for turning
that down?

The township over the last 10
to 15 years has been over devel-
oping and approving applications
with inadequate parking with no
inherent benefit to the residents.
Turning our small town into a
free parking lot for out of town
commuters, more traffic, and
crowded roads and this is just
the continuance of that. When
will it stop? A town this size
cannot absorb it and the resi-
dents do not like it!

This is not North or South Av-
enue that could stand some smart
development, but a single-fam-
ily residential zone, and by the
first part of this approval the
Planning Board in one short night
voted to change the entire flavor
of this neighborhood!

It is the responsibility of the
Planning Board to see that appli-
cants conform to the town zoning
and Master Plan in seeking vari-
ances, not for them to vote to
change them for one applicant.

They should also be consistent
in their approvals so one does
not feel unfair advantage is given
for one, when so many have
previously been turned down.

Three single-family homes were
approved already, would fit in
with the neighborhood, and ad-
here with the zoning and Master
Plan. Townhomes were not ap-
proved 10 years ago and should
not have been approved now!

Ileen “Bocchino” Cuccaro
Garwood

Letter to the Editor

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Recreation and Parks Depart-
ment, in conjunction with the
American Association of Retired
Persons (AARP), is accepting ap-
pointments for free tax assis-
tance. Cranford and Garwood tax-
payers can call the Recreation
and Parks Department at (908)
709-7283 to reserve a time slot
time with a tax practitioner.

Hourly appointments are being
made on either Mondays or Fri-
days beginning tomorrow, Fri-
day, February 6, from noon, 1:30
p.m. and 3 p.m. All appoint-
ments will be at the Cranford
Community Center, located at
220 Walnut Avenue, in Room
204. The last appointment to
receive tax assistance will be
Monday, April 13. No appoint-
ments will be made on Monday,
February 16 (Presidents’ Day),
and Friday, April 3 (Good Fri-
day), as the Community Center

will be closed.
This service is for residents of

Cranford and Garwood, and is
geared to senior citizens and area
residents with low to moderate
income. Filing assistance is pro-
vided for Federal and New Jersey
State income tax returns, and
the Property Tax Reimbursement
Program (PTR 1 and 2). Federal
and State returns are filed elec-
tronically.

Participants should bring the
following information: copies of
Federal and State returns for
2013 along with 2014 wages,
interest, dividends, capital gains,
Social Security, etc. (forms 1099,
1099R, 1099B-W2 and SSA), and
their property tax bill (2014).
Individuals also are asked to bring
a form of identification and, if
requesting direct deposit or pay-
ment, to bring a blank check
showing account number and
routing number.

Nina Et Cetera Band Due
At Garwood Library

GARWOOD — The band Nina Et
Cetera will perform at the
Garwood Public Library on Thurs-
day, February 26, at 7 p.m.

Nina Romano, front-woman for
the band, is a singer-songwriter
from Sayville, N.Y. whose influ-
ences are Aretha Franklin, Bob
Dylan, Dusty Springfield, Johnny
Cash and The Velvet Under-
ground. Ms. Romano is a vir-
tuoso on guitars, vocals, piano,
harmonica, auto-harp, lap-steel
and synthesizer. Her band has
performed live throughout Long
Island and the tri-state area,
doing three or four shows per

week over the past summer.
The program will feature the

love songs of Johnny Cash, the
Carter Family, Patsy Cline, Elvis
Presley, Peggy Lee, Hank Will-
iams and much more. Registra-
tion is required for this event and
may be done in person at the
library, by calling (908) 789-1670
or at the library’s interactive cal-
endar found on its website,
youseemore.com/garwood.

The Garwood Public Library is
located at the corner of Third
Avenue and Walnut Street. Hours
of business are 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.,
Monday through Thursday; 9
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on Fridays,
and 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Satur-
days.Probitas Verus Honos
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Community Center Taking
Appts For Tax Counseling


