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l'ennemi du journaliste

GOZDIESKI NIPS THOMPKINS, MURRAY GETS 130TH CAREER WIN, SCORESE EDGES FULLER

Cranford Cougars Pounce on Blue Devils in Wrestling, 52-13
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Blue Devil junior Jarek
Gozdieski pulled out a key vic-
tory and senior Gavin Murray
made Cranford High School his-
tory as the visiting Cougars de-
feated Westfield, 52-13, on Janu-
ary 30. The 13-1 Cougars had
their hands raised in 11 of the 14
bouts.

Gozdieski, who dropped a 3-1
decision to Cougar Andrew
Tompkins in the Union County
Tournament (UCT) semifinals at

160-lbs, scored a takedown in
the third overtime (OT) to grab a
4-3 decision, this time in the
170-lb class. Tompkins had
placed second in the UCT, while
Gozdieski placed third, so the
victory could have serious seed-
ing implications for the upcom-
ing District 11 Tournament sched-
uled for February 20-21 in
Westfield.

“That was a very smart match.
He kept the pace going the whole
time. He stayed on the attack.
He was aggressive. Tompkins is
pretty explosive. He got in on a

couple of nice shots and Jarek
defended really well. He’s just a
hardworking kid, who got what
he deserved,” Blue Devil Head
Coach Glen Kurz said.

After a standing first period,
Gozdieski escaped in the second.
Tompkins scored a reversal in
the third but Gozdieski escaped
and nearly added a potential win-
ning takedown but the bout went
into OT. Gozdieski just missed
another takedown in the first OT,
but after a scoreless second OT,
Tompkins escaped but Gozdieski
got the winning takedown just
seconds before the buzzer.

“I was frustrated a little bit, but
I knew it was getting easier and
easier to shoot on him. As the

match went on, I knew his de-
fense was breaking down and
eventually I would be able to get
a takedown,” Gozdieski said.

“He came close, he came close,
he came close, but he just stayed
with his game plan,” Coach Kurz
said.

Gozdieski did, however, notice

that Tompkins was mentally tir-
ing as the bout continued.

“Westfield tries to break our
opponents. Good conditioning can
do that. I could still go for another
two periods and it looked like he
was pretty much done,” Gozdieski
said. “It’s a great feeling.”

Murray earned his 130th ca-
reer win, passing Joe Giaccio’s
129 (2011) when he pinned Kevin
Miller in 1:20 with an arm bar/
half nelson at 152-lbs.

“I knew it was on the line. I was
kind of excited, so I went out and
got the fall for the team. I got the
win record for Cranford High
School. I feel honored. I had
good coaches all four years. They
were brand new when I was a
freshman, so It’s pretty cool to
do it along with them and to
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