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FREENACE FEST

2 FOR 1

LIMITED
TIME!

Offer expires3.13.2015

with air conditioner purchase!

If your air conditioner and furnace

are over ten years old, they may soon

become the ultimate party poopers.

They’re more prone to breakdowns

and they’re also inefficient energy

wasters. But here’s something to

shout about  –  A free furnace when

you purchase a new air conditioner!

FREE FURNACE

BONUS OFFERS!

A year of free filters

Life-time warranty available

$0 down/60 months financing
First 50 callers will receive a free

programmable thermostat with

purchase

•

•
•

•

WINTER CLOSEOUT SALE

888-603-2182
WeltmanHomeServices.com

D. Weltman Plumbing Lic. #6440  G. Nowicki Electric Lic. #6808 HIC #13VH04948800 HVAC #1228

Call for details. Cannot be combined with other offers.

Fall in love with dance!
www.arballet.org/14-15season

Performances at 
Union County 

PAC’s Hamilton 
Stage and more! 

Proven Results by David Realty Group 

DavidRealtyGroup.com • Residential Brokerage • (908) 264-8843
©2014 David Realty Group LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by David and Lorena Barbosa

Changing the way 

David Barbosa
Broker, Co-Owner

Lorena Barbosa
Broker, Co-Owner

local homes are sold, 
one happy customer 

at a time.
•   We don’t cut corners when it comes to our level of 

service. In fact, we treat every client with the same 
level of importance and include all the professional 
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•   Our number one priority is to get you the maximum 
amount of money for your home while making sure you 
are comfortable and pleased with the entire sale of 
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•   Compared to a 6% fee, you will save thousands with our 
exclusive 4.5% listing fee.** We have no gimmicks, just 
great service and marketing for an amazing low rate.

*The savings is calculated from the difference of a 4.5% fee instead of a 6% fee for the sale price of a home.**In New Jersey commission rates are negotiable. If your property is now listed for sale 
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS and subscribes to its strict Code of Ethics. We will not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, national origin, a disability or family status.

 Give us a chance to show you the David Realty 
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Listed and Sold by David Realty Group 2014 - $955,000

Washington School Players’ Shine
Performance Sparkles with Energy

By CHRISTIE STORMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — What happens
when conflicting student cliques have
to rally together to win a talent com-
petition because an important mous-
tache goes missing?  The Washington
School Players answered that ques-
tion with humor and one of their most
energetic performances yet as they
presented their 68th annual produc-
tion, Shine, in the Roosevelt School
auditorium last weekend.

Think “The Breakfast Club” meets
“American Idol” meets “So You Think
You Can Dance.”

 “It’s about team spirit and respect-
ing the differences in other people,”
said Phil Leary, who wrote this year’s
script after previously directing the
show for two years.

Mr. Leary also portrayed Teddy
Mercury, whose resemblance to the
late lead singer of Queen didn’t end
there. He was the fictitious Washing-
ton School’s best singer and con-
vinced all his musical talent was de-
rived from his fake moustache.

Granted, it did help him belt out an
entertaining version of  “Bohemian
Rhapsody” along with several cast
members, all holding the prerequisite
flashlights under their chins.

With Teddy’s talent and the
ensemble’s enjoyable song and dance
numbers, including an impressive
kickline by principal Andrew Perry
and the real Washington School’s
teachers to Pharell Williams’
“Happy,” it looked like the school
was sure to win the Shine reality show
competition.

However, evil lurked (and cackled
marvelously) with the appearance of
Ella Burgermeister (Jodie Lee
Labbate). It was she who stole Teddy’s
moustache while touting her own East
Hills School students’ abilities and
vying for the prize.

Host Fred Fontaine (Mark

Parmelee) certainly seemed to savor
the close scores between the rivaling
schools and may have rattled off rules
in rhyme even quicker than his name-
sake Vince did in the movie, “Grease.”

With another nod to the famous
musical, this year’s couples’ number
was an authentic take on the “Hand
Jive,” complete with snapping, clap-
ping, and acrobatics down center stage.

Then there was the well choreo-
graphed tap dancing and two-step-
ping, and the audience waiting in ea-
ger anticipation to see if Washington
School would win the judges’ votes.

Not an easy thing to do, consider-
ing judge Simon Bowell (Kevin
Vedder) bore an eerie resemblance to
the black tee-wearing “American
Idol” judge known for his inability to
be impressed by anyone ever.  It didn’t
help that his vain co-judges Heidi
Vrum (Julie Shanebrook) and
Francesca Tonioli (Katie Garguilo)
scored entries based on ridiculous
(read: egocentric) reasoning.

With Teddy refusing to perform
sans moustache, all the hope for a
Washington win rested on the
pumped-up shoulders of the school’s
male athletes…the same ones who
had been making fun of other kids
throughout.

Fortunately, the guys were able to
bring down the house with their hyper
energetic performance of Taylor
Swift’s “Shake It Off” dressed as
cheerleaders.

Never mind the pom-poms flying
and the usual hilarity that is grown
men attempting a kickline, what had
the crowd roaring happened after the
curtain closed for their encore.  It
reopened to their having assembled
themselves in cheerleader pyramids,
complete with a leap off the top a la
Ms. Swift’s music video.  Even Mr.
Bowell had to concede Washington
School deserved the prize.

In addition to the delightful onstage

performances, the talented band played
their part in the magic.  After intermis-
sion and a terrific saxophone introduc-
tion by Greg Salmon, singer Danielle
Michaeli accompanied them with a
powerful vocal rendition of the Disney
movie “Frozen” favorite, “Let It Go.”

According to Mr. Leary, this was
the last year for both long-time music
directors, Steve Little and Brad
Schaeffer.

Mr. Little told The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times he has been with the band for
the past 12 years.

“I’m sad, but I also do think it’s
time for me to go,” he said.

Mr. Little spoke about some of his
favorite memories through the years,
including past renditions of “Jessica”
and “Stiff Upper Lip.”

Mr. Leary discussed the unfortunate
timing of the blizzard (or lack thereof),
which caused rehearsal cancellations
just days before the show opened. He
expressed gratitude for Roosevelt
School offering to remain open last
Monday, but the cast decided it might
be too dangerous to venture out.

Despite the threatening winter
weather, Mr. Leary explained he is
glad the show runs at this time of year.

“January is usually the doldrums,
but this perks you up,” he said. “It’s
nice to get involved and see the same
people every year. It’s really a social
event…Now I’m going to hate the
first couple weeks of February.”

Shine was directed by Janette
Hausler and Sheila Wiggins, and pro-
duced by Robyn Ives, Ray Garguilo,
Matthew Droskoski and Lani Lipkind.

A “treasured” annual tradition since
1948 and still the school’s largest
fundraiser, the show is always en-
tirely written, directed, performed and
produced by Washington School par-
ents and staff. The PTO will deter-
mine how to best use the proceeds to
benefit students.

Christie Storms for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SCHOOL SPIRIT...Performing Taylor Swift’s “Shake It Off” the Washington School Players brought down the house with
their cheerleader routine.

 Volunteers Needed for Union County
Teen Arts Festival Scheduled for March

COUNTY – The Union County Teen
Arts Festival provides an opportunity
for volunteers to get involved with art-
ists, teachers and students.

The Union County Teen Arts Festi-
val is a two-day celebration of the arts.
It is held annually at Union County
College in Cranford and is sponsored
by the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders through the Office of Cul-
tural and Heritage Affairs in the Depart-

ment of Parks and Recreation.
This year’s Teen Arts Festival is

scheduled for Thursday and Friday,
March 19 and March 20. The event is
open to all students from public, char-
ter, private and parochial middle and
high schools in Union County.

“Volunteers are needed to assist art-
ists with workshops, manage perfor-
mance sites and staff information sta-
tions. We appreciate the invaluable as-

sistance of our county residents with
this exciting program,”  said Freeholder
Chairman Mohamed Jalloh.

If you are interested in any of these
activities, contact the Union County
Office of Cultural and Heritage Af-
fairs at 633 Pearl Street, Elizabeth,
New Jersey 07202. Telephone: (908)
558-2550; NJ Relay Users call 711.
Or e-mail us at:
culturalinfo@ucnj.org.


