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Council of the Arts, Department of State, a partner agency of the
National Endowment of the Arts, through a grant administered by
the Union County Office of Cultural Heritage Affairs.

Fridays:
Feb. 6, 
Feb. 13 and 
Feb. 20 at 8:00 PM

Saturdays:
Feb. 7,
Feb. 14 and 
Feb. 21 at 8:00 PM

Sunday:
Feb. 15 at 2:00 PM

by

David Mamet

CDC Theatre
PRESENTS

Tickets and Info.
www.cdctheatre.org • (908) 276-7611
78 Winans Ave. Cranford

Originally produced by Lincoln Center Theatre, New York, City.
Speed-the-Plow is presented by special arrangement with Samuel French, Inc.

MAKING BEAUTIFUL MUSIC...On Sunday, February 8 at 4 p.m., professional
singers from the adult choir at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Westfield will
perform a concert of Operatic Arias, Ensembles and Art Songs entitled Voices of
St. Paul’s.  These include: (first row, from left) sopranos Julia Fernandez, Carey
Hackett, Samantha Dango and Lyssandra Stephenson; plus (second row, from
left) tenor Jeremy Blossey; and baritones David Murray and John-Andrew
Fernandez.  Tenor Brian Vandenberge will also perform with the group.  Tickets
at $20 (suggested donation) are available at the door.  Students and area parking
are free.  For more information, please contact St. Paul’s Music Director Charles
M. Banks at (908) 451-5082 or cbnj123@verizon.net.

Voices of St. Paul’s Concert
Promises Vocal Treats

Musical Club of Westfield
Offers Free Concert

Majestic Winds to Perform
At Green Lane YM-YWHA
UNION – Majestic Winds, the

professional wind band of the New
Jersey Workshop for the Arts
(NJWA), will present a winter con-
cert at the YM-YMHA of Union
County, 501 Green Lane, Union, on
Thursday, February 12 at 7:30 p.m.
The ensemble will be directed by
Howard Toplansky, an NJWA staff
instrumental instructor.

“Our musical offerings are geared
to please a variety of musical tastes
and range from Renaissance to Rag-
time favorites,” stated Mr.
Toplansky.

Peter Schmoll Overture by Carl
Maria von Weber, Highlights from
Take Me Along by Robert Merrill
and Toujours ou Jemais Waltz by
Emil Waldteufel will be the main
selections on the first half of the
concert. Reverie by Claude Debussy
will also be featured on this pro-
gram. Several fine marches will also
be performed which include Men of
Ohio by Henry Fillmore and Keep-
ing Step with the Union by John
Philip Sousa. Rounding out this con-
cert will be Fashion Rag by Charles
Cohen and Ballet Song by Frank
Erickson.

A special offering on this concert
is Rumba by Mark Strimovskiy.  The
composer, a trumpeter and member
of Majestic Winds has composed
many excellent pieces for band, sev-
eral of which have been performed
by Majestic Winds.

Mr. Strimovskiy was formerly a
28 year member of the Soviet Min-
istry of Defense Band in Kiev and
has also performed with the elite
Red Army Band in Moscow. For
this concert Mr. Strimovskiy will

conduct his own composition which
will give great authenticity to this
performance of his Rumba.

This event is open to the public.
Admission is free for Y members
and $3 for non-members. Contribu-
tions will be gratefully accepted.
For additional information about
NJWA or Majestic Winds, call (908)
789-9696 or email
njwaband@att.net.

WESTFIELD – Voices of St. Paul’s,
a concert of Operatic Arias, En-
sembles and Art Songs, will be pre-
sented by The Friends of Music at St.
Paul’s Episcopal Church in Westfield
on Sunday, February 8 at 4 p.m.  The
program includes works by Verdi,
Puccini, Bellini and Sibelius, among
others.

Eight professional, award-winning
singers who are also members of the
adult choir at St. Paul’s will grace the
concert stage for the performance.
These include sopranos Julia
Fernandez, Carey Hackett, Samantha
Dango and Lyssandra Stephenson;
tenors Jeremy Blossey and Brian
Vandenberge; and baritones John-
Andrew Fernandez and David
Murray. Noted area pianist Fabio
Bezuti will accompany the group.

The singers, who perform profes-
sionally throughout the tri-state area
and, in many cases, North America
and worldwide, are graduates of vari-
ous, prestigious schools of music:
The New England Conservatory of
Music (Murray); the Peabody Insti-
tute at Johns Hopkins University
(Blossey); the Manhattan School of
Music (Dango); the Mason Gross
School of Music at Rutgers Univer-
sity (Hackett); SUNY Potsdam’s
Crane School of Music (Stephenson)
and Westminster Choir College
(JFernandez, JAFernandez,
Vandenberge).

With opera and concert stage cred-
its too numerous to mention, the sing-
ers have performed in some very in-

teresting settings and venues.  For
example, Ms. Dango is a National
Anthem singer for the New Jersey
Devils (Prudential Center, Newark,
NJ); Mr. Blossey appeared as tenor
soloist in concert at the Israeli and the
Aschaffenburg (Germany) Opera
Houses; Ms. Fernandez performed as
soloist at the annual Interpretacion de
la cancion Española in Granada,
Spain; and the Festival of the Aegean
in Greece; and Mr. Murray has per-
formed with the Annapolis Chorale
and the Boston Pops, Keith Lockhart
and John Williams conducting.  As
Editor and Publishing Manager for
Subito Music Corporation, Murray is
also recognized as one of the fore-
most editors of concert music in the
music publishing industry.

Charles M. Banks, Director of
Music at St. Paul’s, says his adult
choir is “exceptional.”  He applauds
the singers who will perform as Voices
of St. Paul’s on February 8 at 4 p.m.,
advising that “they are among the
finest voices in our area and way
beyond.”

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church is lo-
cated at 414 East Broad Street,
Westfield (near Euclid Avenue). Tick-
ets are available at the door at $20
(suggested donation). Students are
welcome at no charge. Concert at-
tendees are invited to a reception
after the event. For more informa-
tion, please contact Music Director
Banks at (908) 451-5082 or
cbnj123@verizon.net.

FUMC Brown-bag Recitals
Continue With Piano-4 Hands

WESTFIELD – The Musical Club
of Westfield invites the public to its
free afternoon concert program to be
held at the First Baptist Church of
Westfield, 170 Elm St. on Wednes-
day, February 11.

The concert will begin at 1:30
p.m. and feature a varied program
performed by club members and
guest artists. Debbie Parente-Rosin
and Beverly Shea will play Piano
Four-Hands selections from the
Holberg Suite, Op.40 by Edvard
Grieg, the Praeludium, Gavotte and
Rigaudon.

Karen Massey, Soprano and F.
Allen Artz III, Piano will present a
variety of pieces for soprano and
piano: Vergin Tutto Amor by
Francesco Durante, Porgi, Amor by
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart ,
Widmung by Robert Schumann ,The
Black Swan by Gian Carlo Menotti,
Après un rêve by Gabriel Fauré  and
Alleluia from Exsultate Jubilate by

Mozart.
The program will conclude with F.

Allen Artz III, Organ offering Pre-
lude and Fugue in A Major, BWV
536 by Johann Sebastian Bach Air
for the G String (from Suite in D) by
Johann Sebastian Bach ,Fugue sur le
thème du Carillon des heures de la
Cathédrale de Soissons by Maurice
Duruflé

The audience is invited to a recep-
tion after the program to meet the
performers.

The Musical Club of Westfield is
a 501c3 organization now in its 99th
season, and offers scholarships to
promising young musicians who are
pursuing a musical education. Mem-
bership in the club is open to anyone
who in interested in music. Those
wishing information about member-
ship in the Musical Club of Westfield
as a performer or an associate mem-
ber may visit our website at
www.musicalclubofwestfield.org.

WESTFIELD – Live music at noon
in a busy community like Westfield
can be a most relaxing way to spend
all or part of a lunch hour. Shoppers,
business people and those merely
strolling past many downtown shops
are invited to the next brown-bag
noon time recital on Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 11, at Westfield's First United
Methodist Church located at One East
Broad Street (on the plaza). Featured
will be well-known keyboard artists
Ronald W. Thayer
and Edwin Lopez.
Those attending
are invited to bring
a brown-bag lunch
or snack. Bottled
water will be pro-
vided.

A suggested do-
nation of $7 will
benefit the  resto-
ration fund cur-
rently underway to
refurbish and re-
store the church's
grand Æolian-
Skinner chancel
organ which is
nearly 60 years
old. A premier ex-
ample of American
organ building,
this organ along
with the indepen-
dent Möller gallery
organ located high up in the rear of
the church, have hosted many notable
organists in concerts over many de-
cades. Unique in the Westfield area,
these organs, each with its own con-
sole, can be simultaneously played
by one or two organists.

Messers Thayer and Lopez will
delight listeners with the music of
Gabriel Fauré, Claude Debussy and
George Gershwin. Included will be
Fauré's "Masques et Bergamasques,
Op.112, Debussy's "Danse Sacrée et
Profane" and " Danse (Tarantelle
styrienne)" and Gershwin's "Varia-
tions on ' I've Got Rhythm'. "

Mr. Thayer, pianist, organist and
choral conductor has performed as
ensemble pianist with Mr. Lopez for
over 25 years when they have re-
searched and performed many ne-
glected works for piano duo and pi-
ano duet. For 17 years, he was organ-
ist and Director of Sacred Music at

Crescent Avenue Presbyterian Church
in Plainfield where he also conducted
the Crescent Chorale and Crescent
Singers in most of the major choral
repertoire and lesser-known choral/
orchestral works. He recently per-
formed the Saint-Saëns Organ Sym-
phony No. 3 under Maestro Charles
Prince and played the organ part in
the world premiere of Monsignor
Marco Frisina's "Sinfonia" under the
composer's baton with the Plainfield

Symphony.
Mr. Lopez is

currently the Di-
rector of Sacred
Music and organ-
ist at St. John the
E v a n g e l i s t
Church in
Dunellen. He be-
gan playing piano
at age four and
played before
public audiences
by age nine, mak-
ing his orchestral
debut at age
eleven with both
the Grieg and
Liszt piano con-
certos.  Lopez has
composed many
works including a
string quartet, a
marimba concerto
and fantasy for

three pianos. He currently performs
lesser-known works for piano and
orchestra including those by Ralph
Vaughan-Williams, Felix
Mendelssohn, Lucrecia Kasilag and
Reynaldo Hahn.

The next notable full length music
program to take place at FUMC-
Westfield will be at 3 p.m. on Sun-
day, March 8, when the Oratorio
Singers of Westfield, soloists and
orchestra under the direction of Trent
Johnson will present Mozart's popu-
lar "Requiem" and Johann Sebastian
Bach's Cantata BWV 80, " Ein feste
Burg ist unser Gott" (A mighty For-
tress is our God). This event will
celebrate the 35th year of annual
concerts presented by the Oratorio
Singers.

For information regarding con-
certs contact the church office at
(908) 233-4211 daily from noon to
4 p.m.

Duo pianists Ronald W. Thayer
and Edwin Lopez

Poetry Series Features Three
Writers at Feb. Program

FANWOOD – The Carriage House
Poetry Series in Fanwood will present
readings by three distinguished poets
on Tuesday, February 17. The free
poetry performances by Jill Stein,
John Barrale and Loren Kleinman
will begin promptly at 8 p.m. in the
Patricia Kuran Arts Center on Watson
Road, off North Martine Avenue, ad-
jacent to Fanwood Borough Hall
(GPS use 75 N. Martine Avenue).

Jill Stein is a psychotherapist and
mother of two children living in
Princeton. Her poems have been pub-
lished in Poetry Northwest, Seattle
Review, US1 Worksheets, Nebraska
Review, Rattle, West Branch, So-
journer and other magazines. She has
received three grants from the New
Jersey State Council on the Arts. Her
poetry collections include: “Caution-
ary Tales” (Finishing Line Press) and
“Steeplechase” (Main Street Rag).
Ms. Stein has mobility problems due
to multiple sclerosis and she incorpo-
rates this into her work.

John Barrale is a native New Yorker
who has lived in New Jersey since
1978. He is a founding member of the
Red Wheel Barrow Poetry Workshop
in Rutherford. Mr. Barrale has had
work published in the Journal of New
Jersey Poets, Lullwater Review, Cali-
fornia Quarterly, the Paterson Liter-
ary Review, and the “Rutherford Red

Wheel Barrow Poets” anthologies.
His collection of poems,
“Shakespeare’s Moths,” was pub-
lished by White Chicken Press in
2012.

Loren Kleinman, a graduate of
Drew University, has a Master’s from
England’s University of Sussex. She
is a faculty member at New York
Writers Workshop. Her interviews
with authors appear in
IndieReader.com, USA Today, and
The Huffington Post. Ms. Kleinman’s
poetry collections include: “Flamenco
Sketches” (Spire Press), “The Dark
Cave Between My Ribs” (Winter
Goose Publishing), and “Breakable
Things” (Winter Goose). She co-
founded National Translation Month,
which is celebrated each February.

The Carriage House Poetry Series
is currently in its seventeenth year at
the Kuran Arts Center, an historic
Gothic Revival structure that was
once a 19th century carriage house,
hence the name of the series. The
Feb. 17th reading is free and open to
the public. An open mic reading with
local poets will follow the featured
performance.

For more information call (908)
889-7223 or (908) 889-5298. For
online directions and information,
v i s i t
carriagehousepoetryseries.blogspot.com.

Christie Storms for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SHINING STARS...The cast performs the finale of Shine, the 68th annual
Washington School Players performance this past weekend.

NJWA Rock Groups
Accepting New Members

WESTFIELD – The New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts (NJWA) Rock
Performance Workshop bands, Spyked
and El Guapo, will be performing at
Rockn’ Joes at the Union Train Station,
900 Green Lane, Union, on Saturday,
February 7, from 6 to 9 p.m. An op-
tional goodwill donation will be ac-
cepted in support of Kiva, which pro-
vides micro loans globally to create
opportunity in situations of poverty.

The program is also announcing its
enrollment period for the spring ses-
sion which runs from February
through May. This is a great opportu-
nity for teen musicians to rock out
with their peers, receive coaching and
direction from professional musi-
cians, and perform at rewarding con-
certs. The standard program accepts
more advanced musicians with mul-
tiple years’ experience. Performance
sets for these groups tend to run one
hour. Rehearsals are weekly for one-
and-a-half hours on the weekend.

In the past year, bands such as
Wrong Direction, El Guapo, Spyked,
Hurricane Zane, and Fang Thang have
played multiple charity events, Spring
Fling, the Crossroads and more in
front of large and enthusiastic crowds.
Repertoire spans multiple rock genres
depending on group members. Past
concerts have featured music from
Jimi Hendrix, Metallica, Red Hot
Chili Peppers, Rush, The Black Keys,
and many more.

The NJWA also offers the Intro to
Rock Performance program, intended
for younger teens and pre-teens, that

meets for a shorter rehearsal and per-
forms mini-concerts. Minimal expe-
rience is required for this program
and it is a fun and appropriate way for
young rock musicians to get involved
in group practice and performance.

Both programs are enrolling vocal-
ists, bassists, drummers, guitarists,
and keyboardists. Saxophonists are
also encouraged to apply and will be
matched with musicians desiring to
play the appropriate rock sub-genres.

Director Glen Brown, who is  an
established teacher and musician in
the Westfield area with over 20 years
experience, has been on faculty of NJ
Workshop for the Arts for over a
decade and is also on faculty of the
Westminster Conservatory of  Rider
University. The bands are co-directed
by John Bryan, an accomplished per-
cussionist in the music field, who  is
well known in the New York, New
Jersey and West Coast club scene. A
member of the Whirling Dervishes,
Mr. Bryan has opened for artists such
as Patti Smith, the Fixx, Billy Squire,
the Goo Goo Dolls, Jewel and The
Romantics.

To find out more about the Rock
Performance Workshop winter ses-
sion starting in February, or the Intro
to Rock Performance class which has
an on-demand schedule, call (908)
789-9696 or visit the New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts  studios at 150-
152 East Broad Street, Westfield. Ad-
ditional information is available on
the web at
www.njworkshopforthearts.com.

Mandela: Apartheid to
Die For to be Performed
ELIZABETH – United Youth of

New Jersey (UYNJ), a non-profit
youth organization based in Eliza-
beth and the Pan African Student
Union will present a Black History
Play, Mandela: Apartheid, To Die
For, on Saturday, February 7 inside
the Wilkins Theater on the Campus
of Kean University in Union. The
play will begin at 2 p.m.

The play, written and produced
by Charlotte and Kenny Brown,
founders of UYNJ, tells the story of
Nelson Mandela, the former Presi-
dent of South Africa who became
known and respected all over the
world as a symbol of the struggle
against apartheid and all forms of
racism.

Tickets are priced at $10 for
adults, $5 for senior citizens, stu-
dents with I.D., and children under
the age of 18. Admission is free for
children 5 years of age and younger.

For ticket information please
check out the United Youth of New
Jersey website at
www.unitedyouthofnj.org, or call
(908) 220-5279.

Rockin’ Jazz Band Appeals
To Musicians and Audiences

Crescent Concert Showcase
to Feature Young Artists

PLAINFIELD – Sunday, February 8
at 3 p.m. is Crescent Concerts' Six-
teenth Annual Showcase for Excep-
tional Young Artists at Crescent Av-
enue Presbyterian Church in Plainfield.
There are five outstanding performers
this year: Albert Gu, age 13, is an eighth
grader from Basking Ridge and plays
the piano; Kelsey Lee is a middle
schooler from Summit; Kingston Ho,
the only violinist, hails from New Provi-
dence; Pauline Qin is a 14-year-old
pianist from Bridgewater; and 15-year-
old Robert Argasinski of Cranfordplays
the piano.  All five of these phenomenal

young people edged out the many who
auditioned, so do not miss this opportu-
nity to hear the future of classical mu-
sic.

There is ample free, secure parking
in church lot (entrance on 1st Place -
connected to church by walkway). Tick-
ets are $20 for general admission, $15
for seniors, and $5 for students. There
will be a light reception immediately
following the concert. For more infor-
mation call (908) 756-2468 or visit
www.crescentconcerts.org for more in-
formation about this and upcoming
concerts.

 Seniors Invited to See
The Wizard of Oz

MOUNTAINSIDE – Senior citi-
zens are invited to a free presentation
of The Wizard of Oz, performed by
the Deerfield School students, which
will take place on Thursday, March 5,
at 5:30 p.m.

Seniors are also invited to a 4:30
p.m. pre-performance reception of
desserts, coffee, and tea, sponsored
by the Mountainside Education As-
sociation and served by the local Girl
Scout Troops.

Interested seniors are asked to
RSVP to Kate Le Baut at (908) 789-
0365 no later than Thursday, Febru-
ary 26. Then, just follow the yellow
brick road, over the rainbow, to
Deerfield School.

WESTFIELD – “The members of
the Rockin’ Jazz Band are so upbeat
and show  such spirit and energy
when they play,” commented a local
Westfield resident, who has often
heard the  New Jersey Workshop for
the Arts Rockin’ Jazz Band perform.
She continued that “At the street fairs,
adults and children alike respond en-
thusiastically to their music, some
even dance in the streets.”

The spirited feeling is also exhib-
ited by Caryn Feder, who is delighted
to have been  named Rockin’ Jazz
Band director.

Ms. Feder, a certified music teacher
who holds a BA in Music Education
from the College of New Jersey and
an MA in Music performance from
Five Towns College, states that she
takes a rhythmic approach to teach-
ing and has great plans for this year’s
RJB.

Membership in this
intergenerational band is open to area
musicians who play alto, tenor or bari
saxophone, trumpet, trombone, elec-
tric or bass guitar, drum set, percus-
sion and piano.  Vocalists are also
welcome. Some experience in jazz
band playing is preferred, such as
participation in a school band or com-
munity group.

The Rockin’ Jazz Band, which is
available to play at community events,
private parties and special occasions,
meets on Saturdays at the New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts studios from 3
to 4:30 p.m.  For more information
about the group, or any program of
the NJWA, visit their studios at 150-
152 East Broad Street, Westfield,
phone (908) 789-9696  or log on to
www.njworkshopforthearts.com.


