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STATE LESSONS...Fourth-grade students from McKinley Elementary School
met with Assemblyman Jon M. Bramnick of Westfield outside the State Capitol
during the grade’s recent field trip to Trenton, where he spent time answering
their questions.  The school’s fourth-graders visit Trenton each year to tour the
Capitol and the Revolutionary War Barracks in conjunction with their lessons on
New Jersey and the Battle of Trenton. Pictured, Assemblyman Bramnick poses
for pictures with the students and their teachers.

Mother Seton Science Teams
Sweep League Competitions

BIO CHAMPS...The Biology I  team from Mother Seton Regional High School
captured first place at a recent science leagues compeition. Pictured from left to
right are: Anna Holland, Veronica Ravello-Pimentel, Gianna Lepanto, Jillian
Frost, Mrs. Doris Vaian.

DRY ICE...Over 500 children and adults participated in this year’s McKinley
School Family Science Wonderland in Westfield.  The event, called “A STEAM
Odyssey”, featured 18 different stations and experiments which challenged the
kids in the areas of science, technology, engineering, art and math.  Pictured, from
left are: McKinley students Taylor Zinnie, Sophia Narciso and Samuel Wexler,
joined by kindergartener Anthony Narciso (back), watch in anticipation as their
dry ice changes from a solid to a gas, bypassing the liquid stage - a process called
sublimation.  The resulting pressure is seen building up inside a soap bubble.

Christopher Academy
Announces 2015 Enrollment

CLARK – Science teams from
Mother Seton Regional High
School, Clark, captured first place
honors in Biology I, Biology II,
Chemistry and Physics at the New
Jresey Science League Compitions.

The competi t ion,  held at
Cranford High School is the first
of four science league competi-
tions. In addition to Mother Seton
Regional High School, district
competitors included Arthur L.
Johnson High, Clark, Cranford

High School,  Cranford and
Johnathon Dayton High School,
Springfield.

Mother Seton’s Biology Team I
and II are coached by Mrs. Doris
Viana, science teacher, the Chem-
istry Team is coached by Mrs. Jing-
Jing Wang and the Physics Team is
coached by Mrs. Katherine Sullivan.
The students follow a rigorous hon-
ors curriculum as well as Advanced
Placement level courses at Mother
Seton Regional High School.

WESTFIELD – Christopher Acad-
emy, celebrating its 52nd year pro-
viding highest quality Montessori
education, announces enrollment for
the 2015-2016 academic year.  Ac-
credited by the American Montessori
Society the school offers flexible
programs for children ages two-and-
a-half through seven years.

 Christopher Academy adheres to
the philosophy and holistic approach
to education as set forth by Dr. Maria
Montessori in 1906 when she
founded her Casa dei Bambini in
Rome, Italy.  Following the devel-
opment stages for each child our
school offers an individualized ap-
proach in a warm and nurturing en-
vironment guided by our dedicated
faculty and staff.

Each summer we offer two sum-
mer camp options.  Our Summer

Program enrolls children from two-
and-a-half through through four
years of age at our Westfield cam-
pus.  Art, music and outdoor play are
incorporated into this gentle intro-
duction for the child into the
Montessori environment.

Our Summer Camp enrolls chil-
dren from three through seven years
of age and is located at our spacious
Scotch Plains campus. Art, music,
cooking, science, outdoor and water
play are featured at this camp led by
Christopher Academy staff, faculty
and competent and enthusiastic
counselors.

Enrollment for the 2015-2016 aca-
demic year is ongoing and registra-
tion for summer camp will begin
soon.  Please visit our website
www.christopheracademy.com and
our Facebook page for updates.

Mount Saint Mary Students
Win Honors in VFW Contest
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Union Catholic to Host
Special Needs Teen Night

Free Program For Adults On
FDR to be Held at Trailside

SCOTCH PLAINS – Nancy
Richardson Saggio ’88, UC faculty
member and Head Volleyball
Coach, will be hosting a Special
Needs Teen Night at Union Catho-
lic on Friday, February 13 from 7 to
9 p.m., along with the C.R.A.Y.O.N
Club (Community Raising Autism
Yielding Opportunity Now). Any
child aged 12 to 17 with special
needs is welcome at this event,
which will be run by the
C.R.A.Y.O.N Club at UC and its
co-moderators, Nancy Saggio and
Cheryl Rossi, fellow UC faculty
member. The night will include
music, dancing, face painting,
games, arts & crafts, snacks, water
and juice.

This is the first time that this event
is being held. Ms. Saggio, a mother
of four, including a daughter Sammy,
who is autistic, recognized the need
for these types of events, both for

children with special needs and for
their parents, who enjoy a respite
night. Nancy notes that this night will
give children with special needs the
chance to socialize with regularly-
abled children, and also give UC stu-
dents the chance to see what children
with special needs are like. The club
running the event, the C.R.A.Y.O.N
Club, is new to Union Catholic this
year and was formed to raise Autism
Awareness. Aside from Special Needs
Teen Night, the club runs bake sales
and other events to raise money to
donate to Autism Speaks and other
autism organizations.

For more information contact Ms.
Saggio by email at
nsaggio@unioncatholic.org.

For over 50 years, Union Catholic
High School has earned its reputa-
tion as one of New Jersey’s foremost
Catholic secondary schools. For in-
formation, visit unioncatholic.org.

WATCHUNG – Two students from
Mount Saint Mary Academy in
Watchung have been honored by the
Veterans of Foreign Wars for their
submissions to the organization's an-
nual Voice of Democracy contest.
Sophomores Gabriela Alba of Spring-
field and Trisha Parayil of
Bridgewater earned second and third
places, respectively, for VFW Post
10122 in Scotch Plains.  Ms. Alba
also earned third place in Union
County. Rionach McEwen of Scotch
Plains, Jugdip Khokher of Iselin,
Isabel Velarde of East Brunswick,
and Michelle Ferrer of Mountainside
whose pieces were nominated as well.

Voice of Democracy is a unique
contest that requires students submit
audio recordings of their original es-
says in addition to the written essays
themselves.  Submissions are judged
based on the quality of the written
piece, the strength of the overall mes-
sage, and the impact of the student's
presentation.  Each year, the VFW
selects a patriotic theme for students
to contemplate.  This year's theme
was "Why Veterans are Important to
our nation's History and Future." The
students created their essays and re-
cordings as part of their honors course
work in American History.

Mount Saint Mary Academy is a
Catholic, independent school which
provides an exemplary college pre-
paratory education for young women

in grades nine through 12. Founded
in 1908 as a sponsored work of the
Sisters of Mercy, the Mount remains
committed to challenging each stu-
dent to develop her fullest potential
in a Christian atmosphere of love and
caring.

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers will present special programs
for families and adults. To kick off
the Presidents’ holiday weekend, a
free reenactment of part of the life
of Franklin D. Roosevelt, for adults
18 years and older, at Trailside Na-
ture and Science Center in
Mountainside, will be presented on
Friday, February 13, from 7:15 to
8:15 p.m. as part of the February
Festivities programming.

The date is December 29, 1940,
and Franklin Roosevelt has just been
re-elected to an unprecedented third
term in office. But the world is in
crisis. Europe and America may
soon be drawn into war.  Learn
what President Roosevelt was think-
ing. Listen to his plea for the sup-
port of our Allies.  Experience first-
hand the history that shaped the
United States.  Neill Hartley, of the
American Historical Theatre, por-
trays F.D.R. in a fully-staged his-
torical presentation, which brings
to life the background behind the

famous address that implored:  “We
must be an arsenal for democracy.”
This program is made possible in
part by funding from the New Jer-
sey Council for the Humanities.  The
program is free but donations are
welcomed.

“Here is a chance to relive historic
events that happened 75 years ago,
as history comes alive with this dra-
matic performance,” said Freeholder
Chairman Mohamed S. Jalloh.

Trailside Nature and Science Cen-
ter is located at 452 New Provi-
dence Road, Mountainside, and is a
service of the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders. For more
information about this workshop
for adults and a complete listing of
the February Festivities activities
at Trailside, call (908) 789-3670 or
visit ucnj.org/trailside.

Bigand and Kvelin
Make JMU Dean’s List

HARRISONBURG, Va. –The
Dean’s list at James Madison Univer-
sity has been announced for the spring
2014 semester. Students who earn
Dean's List honors must carry at least
12 credit hours and earn a GPA of
between 3.5 and 3.8.

Westfield resident, Kelley Bigand
and Cranford resident Cameron
Kvelin have been namdean’s list for
the fall 2014 semester. Ms. Biglin is
a Junior whose major is Theatre and
Dance. Mr. Kutzer is a freshman
whose major is Marketing.

Bentley Univ. Names
Local Students To

Honors Lists for Fall
WATLTHAM, Mass. – Bentley

University President Gloria Cordes
Larson, along with Dean of Business
Roy (Chip) Wiggins and Dean of
Arts and Sciences Daniel L. Everett,
recently announced the names of lo-
cal residents who were honored for
their outstanding academic achieve-
ment in the fall 2014 semester.

Eli Silverstein, a sophomore from
Scotch Plains, was named to the
Dean's List.

Andrew Skoog, a junior from
Scotch Plains, was named to the
Dean's List.

Kendall Fawcett, a junior from
Scotch Plains, was named to the
President's List.

Emily Ho, a sophomore from
Scotch Plains, was named to the
President's List.

Brett Ripperger, a sophomore from
Westfield, was named to the Dean's
List.

Bernadette Hopen, a junior from
Westfield, was named to the
President's List.

To be named to the President's List,
a full-time student must have a grade
point average of 3.7 or higher with no
course grade below 3.0 during the
term. To be named to the Dean's List,
a full-time student must have a grade
point average of 3.3 or higher with no
course grade below 2.0 during the
term.

Local Students Named to
SNHU President’s List
MANCHESTER, N.H. – The fol-

lowing students from New Jersey have
been named to the President’s List for
the Fall 2014 semester at Southern
New Hampshire University in
Manchester.  To be eligible for this
honor, a student must compile an aca-
demic grade point average of 3.7-4.0.

Among the students named are Erica
Bonanno and Angie Diaz of Cranford;
and Brian Faitoute of Fanwood.

Concordia Releases
Fall Honors List

ANN ARBOR, Mich. – Concordia
University Ann Arbor officials re-
leased the Fall Honors List for the
first semester of the 2014-2015 aca-
demic year. To be eligible for the
honor, students must achieve a mini-
mum 3.50 GPA.

Among the area students named
to the list is senior Ryan Bjellquist-
Ledger of Garwood.

Founded in 1963, Concordia Uni-
versity Ann Arbor is affiliated with
The Lutheran Church-Missouri
Synod. The school is located on 187
acres alongside the Huron River.

Carino Graduates From
Technical Institute

EXTON, Pa. – Cranford native
Brian Carino was recognized for
his academic achievements at his
recent graduation from Universal
Technical Institute in Exton, Pa.,
the leading provider of post-sec-
ondary education for students seek-
ing careers as professional automo-
tive, diesel, collision repair, motor-
cycle and marine technicians.

Mr. Carino graduated from UTI’s
Automotive Technology Program
with Ford Accelerated Credential
Training with a 3.91 GPA and 100
percent attendance. He received
three “Student of the Course”
awards, as well as seven Directors
List Awards, and was nominated
into the Alpha Beta Kappa Honor
Society. Upon graduating, Mr.
Carino will continue his education
in the BMW program.

“Our students take their training
very seriously,” said Bob Kessler,
campus president of UTI-Exton.
“Often there are many sacrifices
that have to be made in order to
pursue their technical program.
There is work, life, and school bal-
ance that must be maintained in
order to successfully complete their
studies at UTI. Our graduates are
technical experts that are chosen by
industry and ready to work.”

International Family
Fun Night Held at W-H

EDISON – International Family
Fun Night, the annual celebration of
the many cultures of The Wardlaw-
Hartridge School in Edison, contin-
ued its tradition with another won-
derful evening of great food, enter-
tainment and fun for the whole fam-
ily.

Students and their families enjoyed
the international buffet, outstanding
entertainment and other cultural ac-
tivities at the January 23 event in the
school’s All Purpose Room. This year,
saree wrapping and gele tying were
introduced and quickly became popu-
lar crowd pleasers. All those who
were dressed up in the beautiful In-
dian garments and African head wraps
participated in an impromptu show
on stage.

The event was organized by Bindu
Dalal of Scotch Plains and Jen
Schildge of Westfield.

WE LOVE BOOKS...Third-grade students at The Wardlaw-Hartridge School in
Edison browse the selection of books at the Parents’ Association Book Fair in the
Oakwood Room. Pictured, from left to right, are: Hannah Yin of Scotch Plains,
Simrah Razvi of Somerset, Naomi Valcourt of South Plainfield and Nidhin
Kumar of Parlin.

Kenilworth Hist. Soc. Plans
Black History Celebration

KENILWORTH — A selection of
inspiring African-American read-
ings, music and art will highlight the
Kenilworth Historical Society’s
Black History Month Celebration
on Sunday, February 22.

The general public is invited to
attend the event, which will take place
at the newly restored Oswald J.
Nitschke House “living history” mu-
seum and cultural arts center, located
at 49 South 21st Street, Kenilworth.

The celebration, which is appro-
priate for all age groups, will begin
at 1:30 p.m. Admission is free, but
advance registration is requested by
Sunday, February 15, by calling
(908) 709-0434. Refreshments will
be served.

The event will feature local David
Brearley Middle and High School
students conducting an African-
American “Read-In,” during which
they will present a selection of in-
spirational poetry by various black
authors. Members of the commu-
nity, including multiple local
churches, also will participate in the
Read-In.

Additionally highlighting the cel-
ebration will be a performance of
African-American spirituals sung by
professional vocalists and
Kenilworth residents Kerry and
Betsy Stubbs, together with their
children, Melody and Orion, who
also are experienced performers.

In addition to bringing their musi-
cal talent to an extensive range of

venues and audiences throughout
the year, Kerry and Betsy Stubbs are
employed as teachers – Kerry as a
music instructor for the Elizabeth
Public School System and Betsy as
a voice instructor for Kean Univer-
sity and Caldwell University. The
Stubbs Family Singers have been
performing together for several years
and specialize in “a cappella” sing-
ing. Their repertoire of spirituals
celebrates the African-American
contribution to American music.

During the event, participants will
have the opportunity to view an
exhibition of original prints that
were created by South African art-
ists who participated in an art ex-
change program with students from
David Brearley Middle and High
School under the direction of local
art instructor Janice Marsili. The
artwork reflects the underlying
value of art in bringing about social
change and in promoting cross-cul-
tural communications.

The African-American Read-In
portion of the February 22 celebra-
tion is being coordinated by Nicole
Warchol of the David Brearley En-
glish/Language Arts Department in
conjunction with the Twenty-Fifth
National African-American Read-
In sponsored by the Black Caucus of
the National Council of Teachers of
English (NCTE) and NCTE.

For further information, call (908)
709-0434 or visit
kenilworthhistoricalsociety.org.


