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LAPHAM, J.T. BEIRNE, MIRABELLA, WILLIAMS WIN

Raider Matmen Squeak Past
Watchung Hills Warriors, 30-28

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Every point mattered and the host-
ing Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School wrestling team salvaged just
enough to outlast Watchung Hills,
30-28, on January 28. The Raiders
clinched the victory when Karl Will-
iams recorded a pin with two bouts
remaining.

Perhaps the key effort came in de-
feat as Raider Sam Wustefeld (160-
lbs) turned in a strong third period
performance to prevent losing by
majority decision.

“We thought we would jump out to
an early lead against them,” said
Raider Head Coach Thomas Gavor.
“We did that. They [Watching Hills]
came back in the middle weights.”

Raider Jack Cannon started the
evening with a 7-1 decision over Marc
Lawson at 120-lbs. Warrior Justin
Heyward eked a 1-0 decision over
Jashmar Philippe at 126-lbs. Raider
Tom Cunningham (132-lbs) pinned
Nadir Beyah in 1:48. JT Beirne re-
corded a 12-3, major decision over
Palmer Ferrara at 138-lbs. Raider
Brian Lapham (145-lbs) dominated
Steve Tyls, 8-2, then Alex Murray
(152-lbs) got Watchung Hills its first
big victory with an 18-3 tech fall over
Jeff Lieblich.

Wustefeld faced Wilson Urgeliz
with the Raiders leading 16-8, but
Ugeliz was determined to pile up
points and jumped to a 4-1 lead enter-
ing the second period then boasted a
12-2 lead entering the third.
Wustefeld, however, found the en-
ergy to outscore Urgeliz, 5-2, in the
final minute to save his team critical
points.

“I think the performance of Sam
Wustefeld was big,” said Gavor. “Even
though he lost the match, the kid he
was wrestling against was really
strong. Heading into that third period
he was way down and in position to

lose by a major. Sam ended up really
gutting out the third period and actu-
ally won the period 5-2. This brought
it from a major to a three point win for
Watchung Hills. When you look at
how close the final score was, this
could have been the difference.”

After Warrior Michael Terpac re-
corded a 5-0 decision over Julio Devia
at 170 pounds, the match totals stood
at 16-14 Raiders.

Pressure was on Raider George
Ramos at 182-lbs in his bout with
Chris Pinho. With 15 seconds re-
maining and the score tied, 3-3, Ramos
recorded a takedown and a nearfall to
win, 8-3.

“It was another huge win for us,”
said Gavor. “It could have gone either
way at that point or, at least, could
have been headed to an extra period.
Instead George gets the takedown
with fewer than twenty seconds left
and earns us a very hard fought three
points. Again, in a bout that could
have gone either way, we got three
points that really could have been the
difference between winning and los-
ing the overall match.”

Warrior Ben Gomes answered with
a 7-2 decision over Jaylen Bryant at
195-lbs to make the team score, 19-
17 heading into the 220-lb bout be-
tween Alex Mirabella and Warrior
Elvis Samoyoa. Mirabella left little
doubt as to his intentions and racked
up a 10-0 lead after one period on his
way to a 15-0, tech fall to give the
Raiders a 24-17 lead. The only disap-
pointment for Mirabella was not be-
ing able to pin Samoyoa despite hav-
ing him on his back for nearly a
minute in the first period.

“I had a cradle locked up, but he
was just a little too much for me to get
the pin,” said Mirabella. “I was trying
to work from left to right against him
and he fought with everything he had
to avoid the pin.”

From there, Williams (285-lbs)
managed to pin Calvin Davis in 3:13
boost the Raiders’ lead to 30-17 with
just two bouts remaining. The War-

riors won the final two bouts when
Danny Miller (106-lbs) pinned Justin
Sidebottom in 1:23 and Rob Saum
scored a 19-3, tech fall over Nadin
Korkmaz at 113-lbs.

The loss left Watchung Hills (6-7)
to ponder what might have been if
even just one of the closely contested
matches had gone their way.

“We left points on the table to-
night,” said Warrior Head Coach Dan
Smith. “We lost at 182 pounds in
what was an even match throughout,
but I was proud of Chris Pinho for his
effort. He was really in only his sec-
ond full month of varsity wrestling
and he took their guy right to the
limit. Alex Murray did some good
work for us out there. So did Wilson
Urgilez and Michael Terpack, but you
know, we’ll look back and wish we
could have flipped a match some-
where along the way. It would have
been enough to get us a victory.”

The Raiders meanwhile has no such
regrets.

“Our coach always preaches to us
about picking up bonus points wher-
ever we can,” said Mirabella. “Ma-
jors are big. Winning the third pe-
riod is another thing we always want
to do. Tonight was a night where that
approach really helped us to win the
overall. With Sam [Wustefeld] and
George [Ramos] both winning the
third periods of their matches like
they did, it really propelled us. Even
if one of those matches goes the
other way then we are on the losing
end.”

BOUT SEQUENCE:
120: Cannon (S) d Larson, 7-1
126: Hayward (W) d Philippe, 1-0
132: Cunningham (S) p Beyah, 1:48
138: Beirne (S) md Ferrara, 12-3
145: Lapham (S) d Tyls, 8-2
152: Murray (W) tf Lieblich, 18-3, 4:41
160: Urgilez (W) d Wustefeld, 14-7
170: Terpack (W) d Devia, 5-0
182: Ramos (S) d Pinho, 8-3
195: Gomes (W) d Bryant, 7-2
220: Mirabella (S) tf Samayoa, 15-0,
5:52
285: Williams (S) p Davis, 3:13
106: Miller (W) p Sidebottom, 1:23
113: Saum (W) tf Korkmaz, 19-3

Probitas Verus Honos

RAMOS SINKS 32 PTs, LEONARD 18, CHRISTIANO 13 RBs

Cougar Boys Control Boards
In 66-49 Victory over Raiders

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Control of the boards by commit-
tee and a tag-team coverage of the
opponent’s most dangerous offensive
player was the formula for a 66-49
victory by the Cranford Cougars over
the visiting Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School boys basketball team on
January 31.

Unlike in most of their games this
season, the Cougars were facing a
team that was similar in height, so
rebounding dominance was up for
grabs and the Cougars enjoyed the
lion’s share.

“Especially losing [Eric] Donahue
our big man [shoulder injury]. It was
a big loss. We are doing what we can,

boxing out. Coach has been working
with us in practice for bigger teams,
but we were expecting to grab a lot of
rebounds from this team today,” jun-
ior guard Sean Leonard said.

Senior guard Luke Christiano (4
assists) led all rebounders with 13.
Mike Smith pulled five rebounds,
Hunter Remley had seven, Leonard
(2 assists) had four and Kevin Trotter
(2 assists, 2 steals) added two.

“Christiano, I think he’s our lead-
ing rebounder. He’s a physical kid.
He’s got excellent athletic ability. He’s
a Division I athlete [Lehigh — foot-
ball]. He can do it all,” Cougar Head
Coach Ryan Huber said. “All of these
kids break the molds. They have great
upbringing from all the parents. They

will run through the wall for you. We
got a great effort today.”

The Raiders’ leading rebounders
were junior Marquel Taylor with five
and Leo Ramos with four. Danny
Lopez (2 points) was the Raiders’
chief thief with three steals

Three Cougars hit double figures
with Leonard leading the team with
18 points, while Christiano and Smith
pumped in 14 each. Christiano was 6-
for-7 from the line. Remley scored
nine points.

“We have a lot of kids, who can
play varsity basketball on this team.
There’s no superstars, who can put up
15-20 points a game. We were on
today,” Leonard said.
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WORKING HIS WAY AROUND A COUGAR...Raider Chris Lisojo, No. 25, attempts to dribble around Cougar Mike
Smith, No. 12, in the game at Cranford on January 31. The Cougars controlled the boards and won, 66-40.

More photos at Ballyhoo Sports


