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FANWOOD CROSSING II
Elite Properties is proud to offer Victorian Charm right in the heart of Fanwood, NJ

Now Leasing! Rents start at $1,750 per month ... Pet friendly too!

246 South Avenue, Fanwood • Call 908-757-2005 for Leasing Information • fanwoodcrossing.com

The design, amenities, proximity to downtown and easy commute to New York City will make this property one of the most desirable communities in New Jersey

IMMEDIATE
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Sunday 1-4pm

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Blue Devil junior Jarek Gozdieski
pulled out a key victory and senior
Gavin Murray made Cranford High
School history as the visiting Cougars
defeated Westfield, 52-13, on January
30. The 13-1 Cougars had their hands
raised in 11 of the 14 bouts.

Gozdieski, who dropped a 3-1 de-
cision to Cougar Andrew Tompkins
in the Union County Tournament
(UCT) semifinals at 160-lbs, scored a
takedown in the third overtime (OT)
to grab a 4-3 decision, this time in the
170-lb class. Tompkins had placed
second in the UCT, while Gozdieski
placed third, so the victory could have
serious seeding implications for the
upcoming District 11 Tournament
scheduled for February 20-21 in
Westfield.

“That was a very smart match. He
kept the pace going the whole time.
He stayed on the attack. He was ag-
gressive. Tompkins is pretty explo-
sive. He got in on a couple of nice

shots and Jarek defended really well.
He’s just a hardworking kid, who got
what he deserved,” Blue Devil Head
Coach Glen Kurz said.

After a standing first period,
Gozdieski escaped in the second.
Tompkins scored a reversal in the third
but Gozdieski escaped and nearly
added a potential winning takedown
but the bout went into OT. Gozdieski
just missed another takedown in the
first OT, but after a scoreless second
OT, Tompkins escaped but Gozdieski
got the winning takedown just sec-
onds before the buzzer.

“I was frustrated a little bit, but I
knew it was getting easier and easier
to shoot on him. As the match went
on, I knew his defense was breaking
down and eventually I would be able
to get a takedown,” Gozdieski said.

“He came close, he came close, he
came close, but he just stayed with his
game plan,” Coach Kurz said.

Gozdieski did, however, notice that
Tompkins was mentally tiring as the
bout continued.

“Westfield tries to break our oppo-
nents. Good conditioning can do that.
I could still go for another two peri-
ods and it looked like he was pretty
much done,” Gozdieski said. “It’s a
great feeling.”

GOZDIESKI WINS BIG OVER THOMPKINS, MURRAY RECORDS 130TH CAREER WIN, SCORESE EDGES FULLER

Cranford Cougars Pounce on Blue Devils in Wrestling, 52-13

Murray earned his 130th career win,
passing Joe Giaccio’s 129 (2011) when

he pinned Kevin Miller in 1:20 with an
arm bar/half nelson at 152-lbs.

“I knew it was on the line. I was

SPF/WF PIN Cancer
Mat Event Friday

This Friday, February 6, there
will be a second annual PIN Cancer
event between Scotch Plains-
Fanwood and Westfield in
Westfield. This is also PAL night so
there will be the youth and middle
school programs starting at 4 p.m.,
JV is scheduled to start at 6 p.m.,
and Varsity is scheduled to start at
7 p.m.

There will be a PIN Cancer col-
lection box at the door. Concession
dollars will also be donated to PIN
Cancer. It is a great event and the
community’s support would be
appreciated.
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SILVERSTEIN, RAMOS SCORE EIGHT POINTS APIECE

Union Farmer Boys ‘Tower’
Over Raider Cagers, 69-39

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Many factors, but especially a huge
height advantage, allowed the Union
High School boys basketball team
the opportunity to tower over the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raiders in a
69-39 triumph in Scotch Plains on
January 29. The Farmers used their

distinct size advantage to totally con-
trol the boards both defensively and
offensively.

Offensively, the Farmers were get-
ting three or four rebounds at a clip,
which made their opportunities to
score much easier. Defensively, their
control of the boards put the Raiders
in a one-and-out situation nearly ev-
ery time. Tevin Service (14 points),
Jordan Roberson (13 points) and
Briceton Horton were the primary
Farmers, who reaped the benefits of
superior board control.

“They had some big guys and we
didn’t, so they were just getting the ball
and putting it back up there. It made it
hard for us to get the ball and push it up.
They were cleaning up the boards and
getting easy shots after that,” Raider
senior guard Leo Ramos said.

Multiple acts of theft and ice cold
shooting on the part of the Raiders,
mostly brought about by the Farm-
ers’ ability to put a suffocating pinch
on Ramos, the Raiders’ “go to” man,

were also contributing factors. Ramos,
especially after scoring a Raider all-
time high 57 points against Roselle
on January 8, immediately became
the target of all opposing defenders
and was limited to just eight points
against Union.

“Obviously, I have been having a
couple of good games lately, so I

guess they tried to get on me as much
as they could. They were trying to get
me out of my game and trying to
frustrate me a little bit. I had to work
through it, but there was not much
you could do after that,” Ramos said.

In that marathon, 107-105, triple
overtime win over the Roselle Rams,
Ramos seemed to be on in every
aspect of his game.

“Things were definitely on. I felt
my shot was going in. I was drawing
fouls left and right, and I was able to
make the fouls shots. Once I felt it, I
knew that every time I got the ball I
was able to score. I was hitting a
couple of jumpers now and then, but
because they were on me a lot, I was
able to go by them once or twice and
got lay-ups off of that,” Ramos said.

Against the Farmers, the pressure
on Ramos and the Raiders’ ice cold
shooting was especially glaring in
the first quarter easily won by Union,
18-2. Cobi Silverstein, who finished
with eight points, scored the only

points for the Raiders, while Roberson
netted seven points and Service sank
five. The second quarter was not much
better as the Farmers stretched their
lead to 32-8 by halftime. Raider Aaron
Lee sank four of his six points in the
quarter.

“Once I wasn’t getting the ball as
much, I couldn’t create as much. For

that reason, our team struggled a little
bit,” Ramos said.

Ramos did get the ball a little more
and scored the first four points of the
third quarter, but the Farmers still
won the quarter, this time by a much
closer margin, 21-17. Silverstein
added four points and Chris Lisojo,
who finished with four points, banged
a 3-pointer.

The Farmers won the fourth quar-
ter, 16-14, and Raider Anthony
Hughes scored the final points when
he nailed a 3-pointer. Dan Baliko,
who scored the first two points of the
quarter, finished with three rebounds
and tipped a pass.

Raider Emendo Thomas had three
rebounds and a steal, Marquel Taylor
had a pair of rebounds and an assist,
Justin Cryer had two rebounds, a
blocked shot and an assist, Danny Lopez
had an assist and Ramos finished with
three rebounds and two steals.
Union 18 14 21 16 69
Sc Pl-Fanwood   2   6 17 14 39

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

VERY CLOSELY GUARDED...Raider Leo Ramos, No. 15, is closely guarded by the Union Farmer defenders in the game
in Scotch Plains on January 29. Ramos, who scored 57 points in an earlier-season game, was limited to just eight points.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CLOSE TO A TAKEDOWN...Blue Devil Jarek Gozdieski, front, attempts to get a takedown on Cougar Andrew Tompkins
during their 170-lb bout. Gozdieski got a takedown in the third overtime to pull out a 4-3 win.

More photos at Ballyhoo Sports

More photos at Ballyhoo Sports


