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Jeremiah P. O’Neil

Jeremiah P. O’Neil, 87, Was Engineer;
Loving Husband and Great-Grandfather
Jeremiah P. O’Neil, 87, of Scotch

Plains departed this mortal vale of
tears on Monday, January 26, 2015.

Jerry was born in Chicopee Falls,
Mass. on March 26, 1927,
the first of four sons of
Carlton J. and Anna
Boden O’Neil. The fam-
ily relocated to Plainfield
in 1928, where he was
raised and graduated from
Plainfield High School in
1944. He attended the
United States Merchant
Marine Academy in
Kings Point, Long Island,
N.Y. and later graduated
from the Worcester Poly-
technic Institute in 1950
with a Bachelor of Sci-
ence in Mechanical En-
gineering. He was a member of Theta
Kappa Phi social fraternity and Pi
Delta Epsilon honorary journalism
fraternity.

Jerry was a licensed Professional
Engineer in New Jersey. He was ini-
tially employed by the Singer Manu-
facturing Co. in Elizabethport as a
plant manager, and later as a facilities
engineer on their New York Execu-
tive Offices manufacturing staff. He
and his family spent four years in
Clydebank, Scotland, as a member of
a task force who assisted in a major
reorganization of this (the largest in
the world) sewing products manu-
facturing facility.

In 1975, Jerry moved to the Nabisco
Co. to initiate and direct an energy
conservation program, and subse-
quently worked in the assessment
and introduction of new production
technology.

Jerry retired from Nabisco in 1990
and spent 10 years as Zoning Officer
for Fanwood and for Westfield.

He was active in community affairs
and served as a member and chairman
of the Scotch Plains Township Board
of Adjustment from 1983 to 1995. He
remained active as a volunteer at the
Fanwood Recycling Center.

Jerry was an active member of the
Boy Scouts of America for more than

65 years, serving in many positions
at the troop, district and council level.
He was an Eagle Scout and recipient
of the Scoutmaster Award of Merit,

the Colonial District
Award of Merit, and was
especially proud to have
been honored by the
Watchung Area Council
with a Silver Beaver
Award in 1986.

He was preceded in
death by his son, Chris-
topher; infant grand-
daughter, Kelly; and
brother, Richard.

In June, 1950, he mar-
ried the former Miss
Vivian Campolattano,
who survives him after
64 years of marriage so

wonderful it is impossible to describe
in mere words.

He also is survived by sons Patrick
(wife, Maryadele), Joseph (wife,
Kathleen) and Timothy (companion,
Kathleen); daughter-in-law, Carole
(widow of son Christopher); daugh-
ter, Kathleen (husband, John Rankin);
grandchildren, Brian (wife, Jessica),
Melissa (husband, Chad Bell), Laura
(husband, Bryan Nish), Michael,
Connor, Cooper, Jamie Leigh, Erin
and Claire; great-granddaughters,
Adyson, Elizabeth and Kylee; and
brothers, Carlton and William.

The funeral was from the Memo-
rial Funeral Home, 155 South Av-
enue, Fanwood, on Monday, Febru-
ary 2. A Funeral Mass followed at the
Immaculate Heart of Mary Roman
Catholic Church, 1571 Martine Av-
enue, Scotch Plains, with interment
afterward at Fairview Cemetery in
Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, contributions in
Jerry’s memory may be made to the
Patriots’ Path Council, Boy Scouts of
America, Attention: Dennis Cole, 222
Columbia Turnpike, Florham Park,
N.J. 07923. For additional informa-
tion or to sign the guestbook, visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
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Wednesday Morning Club
Reveals Upcoming Activities

CRANFORD — Although the next
business meeting of the Wednesday
Morning Club is not until March 4,
members are keeping busy with de-
partment events.

Bernie Wagenblast will be the guest
speaker when the Public Affairs De-
partment meets on Tuesday, Febru-
ary 10, at 1 p.m., at the home of Marie
Mastorakis. Mr. Wagenblast serves
as the voice for various transporta-
tion facilities, including AirTrain
Newark, AirTrain JFK and the New
York City Transit Authority. He was
the announcer on July 4, 2004 during
the laying of the cornerstone at the
Freedom Tower at the World Trade
Center site.

The Literature Department will meet
in the home of Dot Conheeney on
Monday, February 23, at 1 p.m. Two
books will be reviewed and discussed:
Tom Ryan’s “Following Atticus” and
Simon Mawer’s “Trapeze.”

The March 4 meeting will take
place in the Cranford Community
Center, located at 220 Walnut Av-
enue, starting with a board meeting at
9:30 a.m., followed by the business
meeting at 10 a.m. Co-Presidents Dot
Conhenney and Barbara Jackson will
preside. The Literature Department
will present the program.

Coming on Wednesday, March 18,
members will meet at 1 p.m. at
Kilkenny House, where they will hear
about “Barry’s Journey to America.”

The Wednesday Morning Club is
geared toward mature women who
live in Union County and who have
recently retired or left the workplace
and are seeking new activities. Par-
ticipants get together several times a
month to exchange ideas and explore
areas of interest in the arts, literature
and public affairs. For more informa-
tion or to attend a meeting, call Diane
Hickey at (908) 272-8665.

Miller-Cory to Showcase
Vintage Valentines Sunday

WESTFIELD — The Miller-Cory
House Museum, located at 614 Moun-
tain Avenue, Westfield, will present
“Vintage Valentines” this Sunday,
February 8, between 2 and 4 p.m.

This program will feature a dis-
play of vintage valentines, but these
are not standard cards. These val-
entines include pop-up, pull-down,
fold-out, cut-out and three-dimen-
sional varieties. The event also will
include another way to send ro-
mantic or sweet greetings — via a
message in a bottle. Visitors will
hear stories — historical and fic-
tional — about this unusual way of
communicating. Children will have
the opportunity to create their own
“message in a bottle” for a unique
Valentine’s Day gift. Light refresh-
ments will be served.

Admission is $3 for adults and
children age 13 and older; $2 for
children ages 3 to 12, and free for
those under age 3.

Upcoming Sunday programs at
the museum include “Happy Birth-
day, George!” on February 22;
“Symbols in Irish Knitting” on
March 15, and “Maple Sugar Sun-
day” on March 22. Demonstrations
of open-hearth cooking also will
resume in March.

The Miller-Cory House Museum,
built in 1740, is listed on both the
State and National Registers of His-

toric Places and as a site on the New
Jersey Women’s Heritage Trail. It is
available for school, Scout or other
group tours on weekdays during
the morning or after school. Other
programs include a showcase of
18th-century skills during which
volunteers demonstrate colonial-era
crafts and discuss 18th-century life
in New Jersey for interested groups,
including on-site at local schools.

For more information about this
program or others offered by the
Miller-Cory House Museum, inter-
ested persons may call the museum at
(908) 232-1776 or e-mail
millercorymuseum@gmail.com.
Details on all programs also are posted
on the museum’s Facebook page. The
website is millercoryhouse.org.

NAMI Announces Start Date
For Family-to-Family Course
AREA — The Union County Chap-

ter of NAMI (National Alliance on
Mental Illness) has announced that
registration is now available for its
Family-to-Family Education Pro-
gram. This program will begin on
Thursday evening, March 5. Pre-
sented by the Union County Chapter
of NAMI, the course will meet from
7 to 9:30 p.m. on Thursdays over a
consecutive 12-week period. The
course will end on May 21. It is free
of charge, with all necessary materi-
als furnished at no cost.

The course is offered specifically
to the parents, siblings, spouses, teen-
age and adult children, and signifi-
cant others, of individuals with se-
vere and persistent mental illness. In
a confidential setting, loved ones will
learn how to understand and support
their ill relative while maintaining
their own well-being. The program is
not appropriate for individuals who,
themselves, suffer from one of the
major mental disorders. The course
is taught by NAMI members who

have completed intensive training.
Curriculum topics include schizo-

phrenia, bipolar disorder (manic de-
pression), clinical depression, panic
disorder, obsessive-compulsive dis-
order and other such conditions; the
clinical treatment of these illnesses
and how caregivers can learn to cope
more effectively. Attendees will learn
about the biology of the brain, new
research, medications, skills needed
to successfully communicate with a
relative and how to deal with critical
periods. Other topics include advo-
cacy, fighting stigma and problem-
solving.

Classes will meet at St. Agnes Ro-
man Catholic Church, located at 332
Madison Hill Road, Clark. Registra-
tion is required prior to the beginning
of the course. To register, call (908)
233-1628 or e-mail
namiunioncounty@yahoo.com. If
registering by e-mail, include in the
subject line: F2F class. An F2F teacher
will contact individuals with the de-
tails. Refreshments will be served.

Ruth Ringel Mintz, Was Bookkeeper;
Loving Mother and Grandmother

Ruth Ringel Mintz of Westfield
died peacefully at home on Tuesday,
January 27, 2015.

She was born in Brooklyn, N.Y. on
May 4, 1914, the fourth of five daugh-
ters. She led a full life, surrounded by
family and friends, and enjoyed op-
era, theatre, literature and was inter-
ested in everything around her.

On May 23, 1943 she married
Isador B. Mintz, and they spent the
next 50 years together. In 1978 they
started an Industrial Distribution
Company in Springfield, N.J. with
their daughter and son in-law, where
she worked as a bookkeeper until her
retirement in 2013.

She was a loving mother and grand-
mother, survived by her daughters,
Mildred Werner and her husband,
Eddy; Carla Roberts and her hus-
band, Michael; and Beth Mintz and
her partner, Deborah; and her grand-
children, Emily and Sara Roberts,
Rebecca Mintz, and Andrew Werner
and his wife, Kim. She was much
loved and will be dearly missed.

Services were held at Temple
Emanu-El, Westfield, N.J., on Fri-
day, January 30, 2015. Arrangements
were by Menorah Chapels at
Millburn, Union, N.J.
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Alice Lazzarini to Share
Story of Parkinson Journey

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Parkinson Support Group will meet
on Monday, February 9, at 1:30 p.m.,
in the Parish House Lounge of The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield,
located at 140 Mountain Avenue.

Alice Lazzarini, Ph.D., an interna-
tionally-recognized neurogenetic re-
searcher and author, will be the guest
speaker. Ms. Lazzarini was a pioneer
in Parkinson’s genetic research at the
University of Medicine and Dentistry
of New Jersey (UMDNJ) and was
part of the team which in 1996 iden-
tified the first Parkinson disease-caus-
ing mutation (PARK1) in the brain
protein, alpha-synuclein. Ironically,
10 years ago, she developed
Parkinson’s disease herself.

Her new book, “Both Sides Now,”
chronicles her journey from re-
searcher to patient. She will share her
story with her audience at the meet-
ing. Copies of her book will be avail-
able for purchase for $15 at the meet-
ing, or if individuals already have a
copy, they may bring it along to have
it signed. Purchase is not required;
however, if planning to purchase a
book at the meeting, contact Barbara
Ringk by Saturday, February 7, by e-
mail at bringk@verizon.net or call
(908) 403-3129, so that there are
enough copies available. Light re-
freshments will be served. This meet-
ing is free of charge and people with
Parkinson’s and/or their caregivers
and families are most welcome.

CONTACT to Begin Training
For Volunteers February 18

WESTFIELD AREA — The sui-
cide prevention and crisis inter-
vention hotline CONTACT We
Care will offer its next round of
training for volunteer listeners be-
ginning Wednesday, February 18,
at the RWJ Rahway Fitness and
Wellness Center, located at 2120
Lamberts Mill Road, Scotch Plains,
at 7 p.m. The training program
meets once weekly for 13 weeks,
with one one-week break.

CONTACT We Care, headquar-
tered in Westfield, is a suicide-
prevention agency that operates a
suicide prevention and crisis inter-
vention hotline and provides sui-
cide prevention training to the pub-
lic, community groups and busi-
nesses. The agency relies on more
than 200 volunteers to staff its lis-
tening lines and texting services
and is always looking for new vol-
unteers, according to Sue Fasano,
director of programs at the hotline.
CONTACT answers about 14,000
calls and texts each year.

Potential volunteers who are in-
timidated by the idea of talking to
people in crisis should not be con-
cerned, according to Ms. Fasano.
CONTACT’s volunteers are well
trained for their work, she said.

Volunteers undergo 50 hours of
instruction in empathetic and non-
judgmental active listening and
mental-health issues and go
through a two-day intensive ses-
sion on suicide intervention called
ASIST (Applied Suicide Interven-
tion Skills Training). Training is
followed by an internship on the
lines with experienced listeners.
There is a $75 fee for materials and
volunteers are asked to commit to
eight hours on the lines per month
for a at least one year.

Anyone interested in becoming
a volunteer listener or texter at
CONTACT We Care and wanting
to register for the training should
contact Ms. Fasano at (908) 301-
1899 or
sue.fasano@contactwecare.org.

CONTACT We Care also pro-
vides training to members of the
public, community groups and
businesses in suicide awareness
and prevention, active listening,
mental health first aid and pre-
venting teenage suicide. Anyone
interested in learning more about
or scheduling training also should
contact Ms. Fasano.

CONTACT We Care serves Cen-
tral and Northern New Jersey and
is a primary responder to calls to
the national suicide prevention line
(1-800-273-TALK or 1-800-SUI-
CIDE) that originate in New Jer-
sey. Callers also reach CONTACT
by dialing (908) 232-2880 or
texting “CWC” to 839863. Gen-
eral information is available at
contactwecare.org.

Cranford Library Sets
Valentine’s Day Party
CRANFORD — The Cranford

Public Library will host a Valentine’s
Day Dance Party on Saturday, Febru-
ary 14, beginning at 11 a.m., in the
library’s Raddin Room. Children and
their families are invited to create
some simple crafts and dance to some
kid-friendly tunes.

Registration is not required for this
event. Admission is free and all
Cranford residents are welcome. The
library is located at 224 Walnut Av-
enue. For a list of other upcoming
programs, visit the library’s web page
at cranford.com.

Dorothea Traynor Nelson, 87, Worked
At Insurance Firms and Medical Office
Dorothea Grace Traynor Nelson,

87, of Whiting, Ocean County, N.J.
died on Saturday, January 31, 2015,
in Crestwood Manor in Whiting.

Born on February 24, 1927 in
Westfield to the late John Henry
and Adelaide Veronica O’Connor
Traynor, she graduated from Holy
Trinity High School, Westfield,
Class of 1944, and the Berkeley
School for Secretaries. She was
employed for 26 years, with Na-
tional Life Insurance Co. of Ver-
mont and the John Hancock Life
Insurance Co. She also assisted in
managing her late husband, Dr.
Francis B. Nelson’s medical office.

Dorothea and Dr. Nelson mar-
ried on June 27, 1970. He passed
on February 1, 2000. She was a
faithful member of St. Elizabeth
Ann Seton Church, Whiting, N.J.

Dorothea is survived by four
children, Francis B. Nelson, Jr. and
his wife, Jo Ann, of Jacksonville,
Ill., Nancy Nelson Forsberg of
Somerset,  N.J. ,  Catherine E.
Nelson of Somerset, N.J. and Wil-

liam H. Nelson, M.D. and his wife,
Jan Gehorsam, of Saint Simons
Island, Ga.; grandchildren, Karl
Forsberg, D.C. of Reno, Nev.,
Francis B. Nelson III and his wife,
Audra, of Jacksonville, Ill., Logan
Forsberg and his wife, Jen, of Reno,
Nev., Marguerite Smith and her
husband, Dennis, of Springfield,
Ill., Leah Nelson of Saint Simons
Island, Ga. and Sarah Nelson of
Saint Simons Island, Ga.; great-
grandchildren, Dorian Forsberg
and Max Nelson; siblings, Bernice
Lynch of Bath, N.Y. and John H.
Traynor, Jr. and his wife, Arline, of
Westfield, N.J., and many nieces,
nephews, grandnieces and grand-
nephews. She was predeceased by
a sister, the late Florence Palmieri.

Private burial will take place at a
later date in Fairview Cemetery,
Westfield. Arrangements are by
Gray Funeral Directors, Westfield,
N.J. Memorials may be made to
Children’s Specialized Hospital,
Mountainside, N.J.
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Fire Chief Daniel J. Kelly, 54, Was
Resident of Westfield and Manasquan

Daniel J. Kelly passed away on
Tuesday, February 3, 2015, at his
home in Westfield, N.J. He was 54
years old.

Visitation will be held tomor-
row, Friday, February 6, from 4
p.m. until 8 p.m., at St. Helen’s
Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield. A Mass of Christian
Burial will be celebrated on Satur-
day, February 7, at 11 a.m. Ar-
rangements are by Dooley Colo-
nial Funeral Home in Westfield.

Mr. Kelly was a lifelong resident
of Westfield, N.J. He is a 1978
graduate of Westfield High School.
Dan became a volunteer for the
Westfield Fire Department shortly
after his graduation and was ap-
pointed as a full-time member of
the department in 1981. As a mem-
ber of the department he received
numerous citations and awards for
his valor and leadership. On Feb-
ruary 1, 2005 Dan was named Chief
of the Westfield Fire Department,
a position he held until his death.

Chief Kelly was a steadfast pub-
lic servant, serving as the Emer-
gency Management Coordinator
for the Town of Westfield and as a
Union County Fire Coordinator.
He is the past president of the Union
County Fire Chiefs’ Association
and FMBA Local No. 30, as well
as a longtime member of the Emer-
ald Society.

Dan was an active member with
the Knights of Columbus, receiv-

ing the Shields Award in 2002. He
also served as Chairman of the
Board of Trustees for the Westfield/
Mountainside chapter of the
American Red Cross. As a member
of St. Helen’s Roman Catholic
Church he was active in Men’s
Cornerstone, serving as this year’s
spiritual director.

In his free time Dan enjoyed
spending time with his family and
friends at the beach in Manasquan,
N.J. Whether it was kayaking,
riding his bike, or walking his be-
loved golden retriever, Sandy, Dan
was never more at home than in
‘Squan.

Dan was predeceased by his fa-
ther-in-law, Emil Schwasta. He is
survived by his wife, Karen Adair;
mother and father, Rosemary and
Daniel; his sister,  Maryann
Mulrooney, and her husband,
Charlie; his brother, David, and his
wife, Karen; his mother-in-law,
Marie Schwasta; brother-in-law,
William Schwasta; sister-in-law,
Marilyn Schwasta, and her husband,
Andrew Cruthers. He also is sur-
vived by his nine nieces and neph-
ews: Shane, Hayley, Megan, Chip,
JD, Zach, Ben, Maggie and Josh.

Donations in Dan’s memory can
be made to the following charities:
Saint Barnabas Burn Foundation,
Imagine, Sister Pat’s Kids Camp
or Atlantic Hospice.
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Caregivers to Meet
Next on March 2

WESTFIELD — A support group
for individuals who are caring for
elderly or chronically ill loved ones
meets on the first non-holiday Mon-
day of every month at the parish center
of St. Helen’s Roman Catholic Church
on Lamberts Mill Road in Westfield.

These are information and sharing
sessions. The next meeting will take
place on Monday, March 2. For more
information, call Marilyn Ryan at
(908) 232-1214.


