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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
XXX
XXX
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Mohamed Jalloh, chair
mjalloh@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Garwood Planning Board Blunders,
This is Not North or South Ave.

Obama Presidency Has Damaged
American Free Enterprise System

IRS Shouldn’t Use Budget Cuts
To Reduce Services to Taxpayers

Editor’s Note: The following state-
ment was read at Wednesday’s Garwood
Planning Board meeting concerning
the application for nine townhomes on
Fourth Avenue.

For 20 years the Hidi Family and
executors of their estate have been
trying to sell this property, and for 20
years have been denied by the Plan-
ning Board. Everything had been pre-
sented from single-family homes to
townhouses. The family had incurred
upward of almost $700,000 for legal
fees and every kind of study known to
man. In that time frame two siblings
have passed away, and still they kept
trying. About 10 years ago there was
an application by another developer
for 16 townhomes, now mind you this
was a greater number than approved
for this applicant, and that is what the
Planning Board stated that the den-
sity was too great, the only omission
made is that this was for the Hidi
property as well as the one next door
at 490 Fourth Avenue. Nearly double
the property size.

To make a long story short, that
developer sued the town. As deter-
mined in court, “The town prevailed
in that lawsuit, as the stated reason
for them denying that applicant was
this is a single-family residential zone
and townhomes did not belong there”

Fast forward to 2011. The Hidi fam-
ily at the end of their rope, out of
resources, anxious to settle the estate,
once again sought relief to build any-
thing allowed. At long last the Plan-
ning Board approved three single-
family homes to be perfect for that
property.

The description even stated the town
has approved three homes to be built. At
the first part of this application I asked
multiple times, “What happened to the
three homes that were approved? Other
people asked the same question. It was
never answered.

This application sought multiple bulk
variances including a use variance. A
use variance is the hardest variance for
a town to approve, as you must prove
undue hardship in seeking this relief
and proving that you cannot build what
the zoning permits.

As this was already approved for
three homes and meets the zoning re-
quirements in a single-family residen-
tial zone, the use variance should not
have been approved. But in one night
the Planning Board approved all vari-
ances. Even going so far as to extend
the meeting to allow this to be voted on
in one night.

As is also customary and done in
every other application, the town’s en-
gineer is supposed to submit a review

letter, of which he submitted nothing.
One of the Planning Board members

gave a yes vote because they liked the
material the builder was using. This is
certainly not the proper use variance
vote as material being used is irrel-
evant.

Another board member stated that
they were not aware of the history of
this property.

Even though this is the second part of
the application, and all the statements I
make are after the fact, I wanted the
folks to know that this property has a
very long history. And going forward
will set precedence over the rest of the
neighborhood. This is not North and
South Avenue — it is 4th Avenue, a
single-family residential zone.

Going forward there are more par-
cels of property along that part of fourth
that also have very deep lots. What is to
stop more homeowners from combin-
ing their property and selling to another
developer and putting more townhomes
in this neighborhood.

There is nothing to stop it as the town
has already set the precedence for next
time. What would be the rational for
turning that down?

The township over the last 10 to 15
years has been over developing and
approving applications with inadequate
parking with no inherent benefit to the
residents. Turning our small town into
a free parking lot for out of town com-
muters, more traffic, and crowded roads
and this is just the continuance of that.
When will it stop? A town this size
cannot absorb it and the residents do
not like it!

This is not North or South Avenue
that could stand some smart develop-
ment, but a single-family residential
zone, and by the first part of this ap-
proval the Planning Board in one short
night voted to change the entire flavor
of this neighborhood!

It is the responsibility of the Plan-
ning Board to see that applicants con-
form to the town zoning and Master
Plan in seeking variances, not for them
to vote to change them for one appli-
cant.

They should also be consistent in
their approvals so one does not feel
unfair advantage is given for one, when
so many have previously been turned
down.

Three single-family homes were ap-
proved already, would fit in with the
neighborhood, and adhere with the zon-
ing and Master Plan. Townhomes were
not approved 10 years ago and should
not have been approved now!

Ileen “Bocchino” Cuccaro
Garwood

As constitutional America has it’s
identity under attack, by an
OBAMAnization and with great re-
gret that his existing term as Presi-
dent can further damage the great
achievements created by the Ameri-
can Free Enterprise System and
peaceful integration of our many di-
verse ethnic skilled groups. It is truly
amazing, the arrogance and inability
this President provides our citizens,
but he is not alone in this attack on
our liberty and constitutional free-
dom. He apparently has two LEFT
feet! A selfish body of American vot-
ers have succumbed to the wide rang-
ing free lunch philosophy have been
unconcerned that their children and
grandchildren will never get finished
paying their bill. They instead not
only once elected, but re-elected a
President that lied to them and rein-
forced false hopes for a better Ameri-
can society.

He continues to play one group of
Americans against another, having
us retrogressed from the great
progress that was made in integrating
our diverse society. As he announced,
the power of his pen and telephone
were there to undermine what the
American voter recently indorsed
loudly, to change his socialistic di-

rections. The problem is that world
conditions have so deteriorated po-
litically that his inept decisions may
well cause wars that could otherwise
be prevented. Yes, 2016 will see him
leave office and all the destruction he
has created and, hopefully, some of
our brain dead citizens, who put him
there, kept him there, and who still
feed off the fat of his programs, must
grow up and know they are respon-
sible for making tomorrow a horror
movie for their children and grand-
children.

At that point, I envision much talk
about a presidential library, which
probably should be located in numer-
ous American bankrupt cities so that
the visitors will get the full impact of
his failures. On second thought, why
not have this Obama Presidential Li-
brary find its site in an economy
which has had 50 years of failure in
sunny HAVANA, CUBA. In which
case the sponsors, contributors, fol-
low along guys and the lackeys can
immerse themselves in the failed
economy that’s provided by the op-
posite of our Free Entrerprise Sys-
tem.

Warren Victor
Westfield

If you are expecting a refund in your federal taxes
this year, you should anticipate a delay in getting that
check as IRS Commissioner John Koskinen expects
2015 to be a “miserable” tax filing season. The IRS
is warning Americans that budget cuts at the agency
will result in slower processing of refunds. In addi-
tion, news reports indicate that there will be less
agents to answer questions from the estimated one
million people who call the IRS during tax season
with questions.

 Many taxpayers will likely never get to speak to
an IRS agent at all while others who do get
through face a waiting period of 30 minutes or
longer to speak to someone live. The agency is
also planning a short-term shutdown of the agency
to save money.

Fox News reported that Congress cut the IRS
budget by $346 million for the budget year that ends
in September 2015. Acccording to the report, the
$10.9-billion budget is $1.2 billion less than the
agency received in 2010.

Some blame the service cuts on a 17-percent cut
House Republicans put through the last few years.
Part of the cuts were retribution for the IRS and its
former Commissioner, Lois Lerner, targeting con-
servative groups such as the Tea Party. National
Taxpayer Advocate Nina Olson said IRS employee
training has been reduced by 83 percent with its staff
cut by 12,000, with another 3,000 to 4,000 jobs
expected to be slashed this year.

Commissioner Koskinen told Fox that GOP ef-
forts to stop implementation of ObamaCare  won’t
work as the IRS will enforce the law while cutting
back on taxpayer services and enforement.

Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th), in commenting
on the IRS service cutbacks, responded: “For far
too long the IRS has lacked administrative over-
sight and wasted our tax dollars on politically
motivated audits, agency perks and excessive
bonuses. In response, Congress has enacted fund-
ing cuts and strict guidelines to force the IRS to
operate more effectively and efficiently. Instead
the agency has chosen to pass the buck to taxpay-
ers with cuts in customer service. It’s wrong and
the IRS leadership should reverse its decision
immediately.”

When the IRS scandal of the agency going after
conservative groups came out, U.S. Senator Ted
Cruz (R-Tex) called for the abolition of the agency
and to replace it with a flat tax as the agency has
become too bureaucratic. We believe Congress should

hold hearings on his proposal and any other ideas
from others on how to either eliminate the IRS or
certainly make income taxes a much simpler pro-
cess. The IRS, in our view, needs to treat everyone
fairly, not target segments of our population for
political gain.

The IRS has had too much power for decades and
needs to have its staff available to the public. If
refunds go out a little later, that really is not a big
deal. But Americans should be able to contact the
IRS when needed. If not, than perhaps more should
be done at the local level. Our libraries and commu-
nity centers already have people available to help
taxpayers complete their taxes. These folks are
usually associated with the AARP. Maybe this
group or others could offer a phone network to
answer questions the IRS was receiving and at no
charge.

If the IRS needs to cut back, they should stop their
own wasteful spending, such as the $49 million
agency officials spent on 225 conferences between
2010 and 2012. Perhaps reducing the number of
audits the IRS conducts would be another good idea.
Or Congress could act to eliminate the IRS alto-
gether.

In 1872, after the Civil war, lawmakers let the
temporary income tax expire. In 1913, the ratifi-
cation of the Sixteenth Amendment to the United
States Constitution brought back the IRS: “The
Congress shall have power to lay and collect
taxes on incomes, from whatever source derived,
without apportionment among the several States,
and without regard to any census or enumera-
tion.”

Also in 1913, the first Form 1040 appeared after
Congress levied a 1 percent tax on net personal
incomes above $3,000 with a 6 percent surtax on
incomes of more than $500,000. In 1918, during
World War I, the top rate of the income tax rose to 77
percent to help finance the war effort. It dropped
sharply in the post-war years, down to 24 percent in
1929, and rose again during the Depression. During
World War II, Congress introduced payroll with-
holding and quarterly tax payments.

According to an inspector general's report in 2013,
identity theft in the United States is blamed for $4
billion worth of fraudulent 2012 tax refunds by the
IRS. Along with that, federal government spending
created $18 trillion in debt. In our opinion, the tax
system is broken and abused. The IRS is a big part of
this crippled system.

Too Cold For Punxsutawney Phil?

Massive Water Main
Project Underway in

Fanwood
New Jersey American Water

(NJAW) will be replacing approxi-
mately 4,100 feet of 48-inch water
main along Madison Ave. and Port-
land Ave., according to NJAW project
manager Michael Bange. One team
will start at Willow Ave. and Madison
Ave. and work eastbound on Madi-
son toward Martine Ave. The other
group will start at Portland Ave. and
Westfield Ave. and work westbound
on Portland. The two groups will
meet up on Martine Ave.

The project be completed by April
26. NJAW is planning for temporary
reconstruction of the roadway to be
done by May 1, with final repaving to
be completed by September.

The company does not expect any
disruptions to water service as a re-
sult of the work. Customers may ex-
perience a slight discoloration of
water when the new pipeline is put
into service. If this happens, resi-
dents should run their water until it
clears up.

The work hours on the project will
be from 8:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m., ex-
cept the Martine Ave. segment which
will be done at night to alleviate traf-
fic issues. During the construction
process, sections of Madison Avenue
and Portland Avenue may be closed
to through traffic. Traffic control will
be coordinated with the local police.

WHS Helping Hands Thanks You
For Your Generosity!

On behalf of the Westfield High
School Helping Hands (WHSHH)
Fund, we wish to thank the Westfield
High School Community Service
Club (CSC) and members of WHS
community for their support of our
recent gift card collection and A Day
Without campaign.

At Thanksgiving, the WHSHH was
granted $555 in donated gift cards
from local establishments such as
ShopRite, Target, Kohl’s and Toys R
Us. The WHSHH Board wishes to
personally thank the CSC gift card
drive coordinators, WHS students
Claire Magnanini and Erin Malley,
for their efforts in this campaign.

In mid-January, A Day Without
Campaign, in its third year at WHS,
was able to raise $1,900 in funds for
WHSHH. The WHSHH Board wishes
to personally thank WHS student
Ethan Otis for coordinating the gift
card drive. Additionally, we wish to
thank Eric Herber, president of the
CSC Club, and vice-presidents Julia
Simpson and Grace Pfeifer for their
support of campaigns benefiting
WHSHH. We also wish to thank our
board member, Warren Hynes, for
his selfless guidance of the CSC. Mr.
Hynes is a positive guiding force for

the members of CSC.
Thank you to the Westfield stu-

dents, faculty, staff and the WHS
community who supported these
fundraisers. Your donations directly
impact the lives of families within the
Westfield High School community.

The Westfield Foundation, a local
non-profit, holds all of the WHSHH
funds. We request that donation
checks should be made payable to
‘Westfield Foundation’ with the
memo to read, “WHSHH 2015 ap-
peal’ and mailed directly to the Foun-
dation. The mailing address is: The
Westfield Foundation, P.O. Box 2295,
Westfield, N.J. 07091. If you have
any questions or concerns, please e-
mail us at whshhfund@gmail.com.

“One person can make a differ-
ence, and every person should try.” ~
Thomas E. Cronin. Thank you for
making a positive difference in the
lives of families within the WHS com-
munity.

Peter Renwick, WHS Principal
Maureen Mazzarese, Counseling K-

12
Warren Hynes, WHS Community

Service Advisor
Kathy La Mastra, WHS PTSO

Thom Hornish
Ingrid McKinley

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Cuirass – A brestplate of leather
2. Tawie – Tame
3. Renidification – The act of building

another nest
4. Temiak – An Eskimo coat made of

bird skins

YIRD
1. Vast; unending
2. A large vat to hold cloth for bleach-

ing
3. Strong beer or ale
4. Scottish for earth

LAURIN
1. A fatty, acrid, crystalline substance

contained in the berries of the laurel
2. A harem slave
3. A concealed dungeon with a trap

door at the top
4. Shiny; glossy; beaming with light

THESMOTHETE
1. An interpreter; translater
2. A pretender to learning; a quack
3. A legislator or lawgiver
4. A clairvoyant

PROTERANDRY
1. Renewal or restoration
2. The maturation of the male organs

of reproduction in advance of the female
organs

3. Abundant; plentiful
4. An early stage or beginning

See more letters on page 5

Kean, Whelan Intro
Entertainment Bill

TRENTON -- Senate Minority
Leader Tom Kean, Jr. and Senator
James Whelan (D-2nd, Atlantic) have
introduced legislation to bring world-
class entertainment to venues in At-
lantic City and across New Jersey
and, in turn, boost the state's economy
and job market.

"This initiative costs taxpayers noth-
ing and offers so much to gain for work-
ing- and middle-class residents," said
Sen. Kean (R-21st, Westfield). "Right
now, world tours and widely popular
entertainment aren't repeatedly coming
to New Jersey's venues and consistently
drawing tourists to our state.”

SUPERBOWL?
THROW A PASS, THREE
THINGS CAN HAPPEN
AND TWO ARE BAD.

Local News


