
Jaruzelski Wins National
Business Editors Award

WESTFIELD –Barry Jaruzelski, a
senior partner of Strategy&’s, for-
merly known as Booz and Company
and now part of the PwC
global network, has re-
ceived the 2014 National
Gold Award for Original
Research by the Ameri-
can Society of Business
Publication Editors, or
“Azbee,” for his annual
Global Innovation 1000
study.

Published in the Win-
ter issue of
S t r a t eg y + B u s i n e s s
Magazine, “The Global
Innovation 1000: Navi-
gating the Digital Fu-
ture” examines research
and development investment among
the world’s 1,000 largest public cor-
porate R&D spenders. Now in its
10th year, the study was created and
is still led by Mr. Jaruzelski, a long-
time Westfield resident and senior
partner in the firm’s Florham Park

office.
“We’re very proud of the award

and its acknowledgment of the study’s
value. It’s wonderful to be
recognized for the work
we’ve done in this arena,”
said Mr. Jaruzelski, who is
also the global leader of
Strategy&’s Engineered
Products and Services
practice.

Mr. Jaruzelski pre-
sented the cumulative
findings from the Inno-
vation 1000 study to the
leadership of the United
States Army at a sympo-
sium of generals and se-
nior defense department
civilians at the College

of Will iam and Mary in
Williamsburg, Va., earlier this
month. This coming March he will
be guest lecturer on the drivers of
innovation success at the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania’s Wharton
School in Philadelphia.

Barry Jaruzelski

Legislators Support Lance’s
Request for Pipeline Hearing

Martial Arts Instructor
Admits to Assault of Teen

SPRINGFIELD — An instructor
who formerly worked at a Spring-
field martial arts academy has admit-
ted to sexually assaulting a 13-year-
old enrollee there, acting Union
County Prosecutor Grace H. Park has
announced.

Appearing before state Superior
Court Judge William Daniel, George
Mendoza-Valentino, 28, of Saddle
Brook pleaded guilty last Thursday
to a charge of second-degree sexual
assault.

Mendoza-Valentino had been ar-
rested in November 2014 following a
joint investigation by the Union
County Prosecutor’s Office Special
Victims Unit and the Springfield Po-
lice Department, according to Union
County Assistant Prosecutor David
Hummel, who prosecuted the case.

That investigation revealed that
Mendoza-Valentino met the victim
when she enrolled at the Springfield
A.T.A. Martial Arts Academy branch
and sexually assaulted her there mul-
tiple times during the weeks leading
up to his arrest, Mr. Hummel said.

The investigation also revealed that
Mendoza-Valentino sent the victim
sexually-explicit images and videos
and requested that she do the same.

Mendoza-Valentino has remained
lodged in Union County jail in Eliza-
beth on $125,000 bail since his arrest.
Sentencing in the case has been sched-
uled for Friday, February 20, at which
time he is expected to receive a term of
up to 10 years in state prison and
subsequently remain under parole su-
pervision for life as a registered sex
offender under Megan’s Law.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics
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Christie on Trade Mission
To United Kingdom

Governor Chris Christie took a
three-day state trade mission to the
United Kingdom this week where he
met with Prime Minister David
Cameron. The trip was seen as both
boosting UK business in New Jersey
as well focusing attention on foreign
affairs for his anticipated run at the
White House.

The Governor was to visit London
and Cambridge. Mr. Christie led trade
missions to Mexico in September and
Canada in December, philly.com re-
ported.

Gov. Christie has announced for-
mation of a political action commit-
tee for a possible 2016 run for the
Presidency. The governor is also to
attend political events in Iowa and
New Hampshire later this month,
philly.com reported.

Litell McHose Named Franklin
Admin, to Resign From Assembly

Assemblywoman Alison Littell
McHose (R-24th, Sparta) is expected
to resign her Assembly seat after be-
ing hired January 1st as Franklin busi-
ness administrator. The daughter of
the late state Senator Robert Littell
has served in the Legislature since
2003.

According to the New Jersey Her-
ald, Ms. McHose will be paid $98,000
in 2015 with 2 percent raises in 2016
and 2017.

Silver Resigns As
NY Assembly Speaker

Sheldon Silver resigned his post as
Assembly speaker 11:59 p.m. Mon-
day, CBS Channel 2 reported. Mr.
Silver has held the job since 1994. He
is not stepping down, however, from
his Assembly seat.

The New York Post reported that
Mr. Silver was arrested earlier this
month for allegedly taking nearly $4
million in bribes and kickbacks dat-
ing back to at least 2000.

Kean Sponsors Bill to
Study Electronic Licenses

Senate Minority Leader Tom Kean,
Jr. (R-21st, Westfield) has introduced
legislation to require the state Motor
Vehicle Commission to study and
make recommendations about imple-
menting electronic driver’s licenses
and mobile applications.

“Whenever feasible we must bring
public services directly to where the
people are, whether that’s social me-
dia or mobile phones,” Sen. Kean
said. “An e-driver’s license will be
more convenient for the vast major-
ity of residents, while making one of
the most-used government services
more efficient and less costly.”

Senate Transportation Committee
Chairman Nicholas Sacco (D-32nd,
North Bergen) has signed on as co-
prime sponsor of the legislation.

Menendez, Booker, Pallone
Oppose Off-Shore Drilling

U.S. Senators Robert Menendez
and Cory Booker (both D-N.J), and
Rep. Frank Pallone, Jr. (D-6th) has
sent a letter to President Barack
Obama calling on his administration
to abandon plans to open parts of the
Atlantic Ocean to offshore oil and
gas drilling. The federal lawmakers

were joined on a conference call by
representatives from the New Jersey
League of Municipalities and a bi-
partisan coalition of mayors to dis-
cuss the threats offshore drilling poses
to the economic and environmental
health of the Jersey Shore.

“The plan’s proposal for oil pro-
duction in Virginia, North Carolina,
South Carolina, and Georgia would
put New Jersey’s economy and shore
communities at significant risk,”
wrote Sens. Menendez and Booker
and Rep. Pallone. “We strongly urge
you to consider removing all Atlantic
planning areas prior to the issuance
of the next draft of the Five-Year
Plan.”

The Jersey Shore is home to over
$700 billion in coastal properties and
a tourism industry that generates $38
billion a year and directly supports
almost half a million direct and indi-
rect jobs, or nearly 10 percent of the
state’s entire workforce. New Jersey’s
commercial fishing industry gener-
ates over $7.9 billion annually and
supports over 50,000 jobs.
Bramnick: Dems Want to Raise

Taxes While Top Earners Flee NJ
Assembly Minority Leader Jon

Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield) said a
report by Phoenix Marketing Interna-
tional that New Jersey lost roughly
10,000 millionaire households is fur-
ther proof that Trenton Democrat pro-
posals to increase taxes do not work.

 “For years, Republicans have said
that raising taxes hurts job creation
and our economy. [This] report sup-
ports that claim. The out-migration
began in 2004 when the first
‘millionaire’s tax’ was passed by
Trenton Democrats. New Jerseyans
are voting with their feet and their
wallets by relocating to places where
taxes are lower. This news confirms
that we must reverse course and find
solutions that keep wealth and jobs in
our state,” Mr. Bramnick said.
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TRENTON – State and local of-
ficials in Hunterdon County ex-
pressed their strong support for Rep.
Leonard Lance’s (R-7th) request
that the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission (FERC) hold a public
hearing in the county regarding the
proposed PennEast Natural Gas
Pipeline.

State Republican Senators Kip
Bateman and Mike Doherty, Assem-
bly Republicans John DiMaio, Erik
Peterson, Donna Simon and Jack
Ciattarelli, were joined by county
freeholders and mayors asking FERC
to add Hunterdon County to the list
of sites where a public discussion
will take place.

Last week, FERC announced it will

hold five public meetings on the im-
pact of the 100-mile pipeline which
will start in Luzerne County, Pa. and
extend through Holland, Alexandria,
Kingwood, Delaware and West
Amwell townships. The only meet-
ing in New Jersey is scheduled at the
College of New Jersey in Mercer
County.

Officials agreed with Mr. Lance
that county residents should have the
opportunity to voice their concerns
about the pipeline’s impact on the
environment and quality of life at a
sixth meeting in the county. The ap-
proval process is expected to take
several years with PennEast indicat-
ing it expects construction to begin in
late 2017.

County Clerk to Present
Seminar for Notaries

SCOTCH PLAINS – Union
County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi will
host an educational seminar open
to all notaries public on Friday,
March 20, together with Union
County Freeholder Chairman
Mohamed Jalloh, a partner at the
law firm of Kantor Jalloh, LLC,
and an adjunct professor at Kean
University.

The seminar will be presented on
Friday, March 20, from 9:30 to 11:30
a.m. at the John H. Stamler Police
Academy, located at 1776 Raritan
Road, Scotch Plains, in the glass class-
room, 2nd floor.

To register for this seminar, con-
tact the Union County Clerk’s Of-
fice at (908) 527-4787. The course
is limited to 50 attendees and the
registration fee of $5 is required in
advance.

The notary public course is a new
service being offered by the Office of
the Union County Clerk. It is de-
signed to instruct notaries public on
how to perform their duties with con-
fidence and diligence. Notaries will

learn about the new online applica-
tion process and the legal aspects of
performing the duties of a notary
public in an effort to avoid liability
issues.

The Union County Clerk’s Of-
fice administers oaths of office to
commissioned notaries at locations
in Westfield and Elizabeth. The
Elizabeth office, located at 2 Broad
Street, Room 114, is open from
7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday
through Friday. The Westfield An-
nex Office, located in the Colleen
Fraser Building, 300 North Av-
enue East, in Westfield, is open
Monday, Wednesday and Friday, 8
a.m. to 4 p.m.; Tuesday and Thurs-
day from 8 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. and
Saturday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

For more information, call the
Union County Clerk’s Office at (908)
527-4787.

Lance Statement on
President’s Budget

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th) has released
the following statement on President
Barack Obama’s $4-trillion Fiscal
Year 2016 budget:

“The President’s budget proposal
does nothing to tackle our record
$18-trillion national debt that is im-
peding our economy’s ability to grow.
The budget doesn’t balance – ever,
ignoring budget caps this President
signed into law and making commit-
ments for programs and expenditures
with no plan on how to pay for them.

“I want to work with the President
to expand opportunity for all Ameri-
cans, and that begins with more jobs,
less taxation, boosting industries to
compete abroad and harnessing
American-made energy – all actions
that will result in smaller national
deficits. The House of Representa-
tives will, again, send the President a
budget that balances. The President
should work with Congress to put our
nation on a glide path back to fiscal
health.”

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Weinberg, Kean, Sweeney
Resolution Condemns Anti-
Semitism, Anti-Jew Hatred

TRENTON – A resolution sponsored
by Senate Majority Leader Loretta
Weinberg (D-37th, Teaneck), Senate
Republican Leader Tom Kean, Jr. (R-
21st, Westfield) and Senate President
Steve Sweeney (D-3rd, Gloucester) that
condemns anti-Semitism and rejects at-
tempts to justify anti-Jewish hatred or
violent attacks as acceptable expressions
of disapproval over political events in the
Middle East or elsewhere, has been ap-
proved by a state Senate committee.

The resolution, SCR-154, calls for
education, unity and vigilance, and is
being heard by the committee as the
world marks the 70th anniversary of
the liberation of the Auschwitz con-
centration camp, where 1.1 million
people, mostly Jews, were killed be-
tween 1940 and 1945. In April 2014,
the United States Department of State
released the International Religious
Freedom Report and noted,
“Throughout Europe, the historical
stain of anti-Semitism continued to
be a fact of life, leading many indi-
viduals who are Jewish to conceal
their religious identity.”

 Anti-Semitic acts committed and
recorded in 2014 around the world
include incidents of murder at Jewish
sites, violent attacks and death threats
against Jews, as well as gun violence,
arson, graffiti, anti-Semitic cartoons,
and other property desecration at Jew-
ish cemeteries, places of worship,
and communal activity.

“Seventy years after the liberation
of Auschwitz, we continue to see in-
creasing incidents and expressions of
anti-Semitism throughout the world.
From the massacre of 12 people at the
Charlie Hebdo magazine in Paris, to
the killing of four people at a kosher
market, we have seen numerous trag-
edies marked by hate and violence.
With this resolution, we are coming
together to urge government leaders
around the world to stand up and
condemn the hateful acts that con-
tinue to take place,” Senator Weinberg
said. “We are also emphasizing the
need for expanded education to
counter prejudice and intolerance, and
increased vigilance by our citizens to
prevent acts of violence fueled by
hate, bigotry and ignorance.”

“With the rise of anti-Semitism, it
is imperative we solidify a united
front across political party lines and
geographic borders that any acts of
hatred and threats against Judaism
will not be tolerated,” Sen. Kean said.
“The sponsors of this legislation and
I are proud to set a strong tone for
New Jersey and look forward to work-
ing with leaders in other states and
nations to make sure we are helping
to protect and empower victims of
this religious persecution.”

Study to Improve Coastal
Resiliency Released

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Rep. Frank
Pallone, Jr. (D-6th) has announced
that the U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers has released a report detailing
the results of a two-year study to ad-
dress storm and flood risk to vulner-
able populations, property, ecosys-
tems, and infrastructure in areas se-
verely affected by Superstorm Sandy.

The North Atlantic Coast Com-
prehensive Study is designed to help
the federal government, states, and
local communities better under-
stand changing flood risks associ-
ated with climate change and to
provide tools to help those commu-
nities better prepare for future
storms. Federal funding for this
study was provided by the Sandy
aid package.

Through the study, the Army
Corps of Engineers has developed a
nine-step “Coastal Storm Risk Man-
agement Framework,” which will
help officials identify and reduce
risks in their town or state and can
be customized for different coastal
areas.

“Anti-Semitism is a stain on hu-
manity. It is a deplorable expression
of hatred and bigotry that can not be
ignored and should not be tolerated,”
Senator Sweeney said. “It was 70
years ago...that the horrors of the
Holocaust were exposed to the world
with the liberation of Auschwitz, but
it was only earlier [last] month that
Jews were targeted for death by ter-
rorists in Paris. We have to be vigilant
and united in condemning anti-
Semitism in all its forms and do all
we can to stamp out its acts of vio-
lence and prejudice.”

The measure applauds the United
States and foreign leaders who have
condemned anti-Semitic acts and calls
on those who have yet to take firm
action against anti-Semitism in their
countries to do so. It calls for ex-
panded Holocaust education programs
that increase awareness, counter preju-
dice, and enhance efforts to teach the
universal lessons of the Holocaust,
genocide, intolerance and discrimina-
tion. Finally, it calls upon the citizens
of New Jersey and the state’s govern-
ment entities to continue to be vigilant
about efforts to prevent and report acts
of anti-Semitism, hate crimes and other
violations of human rights and reli-
gious freedom.

The Senate State Government,
Wagering, Tourism and Historic Pres-
ervation Committee approved the
resolution by a vote of 5-to-0. It next
heads to the full Senate.
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