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www.HomewatchCareGivers.com

• Hourly or live-in care in your home or residence
• All caregivers are state certified CHHAs
• Hourly caregivers can drive for errands and appointments
• Every client supported by an RN and Social Worker at no charge

(908) 448-2230   
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Your mom deserves the best
Homewatch CareGivers is recognized as the “Best of the Best” in Home Care by Home Care Pulse 

2015

board approved the resolution for a
minor subdivision approved last
month at 67 Westfield Road for appli-
cant Konstruct Enterprises, LLC.

An application by K9 Resorts at 57
South Avenue will be carried to the
Wednesday, February 25 board meet-
ing.

The board approved the borough
council’s resolution that was passed
by the council on January 21 to create
a rehabilitation zone for property that
borders on South and Old South Av-
enues and properties behind Old South
Avenue by the A&P and PSEG right-
of-way. The resolution would help to
revitalize the area, board member Jack
Molenaar said.

“This is an incentive to make some-
thing happen,” Mr. Flowers said.

At the start of the meeting, the
planning board held its annual re-
organization meeting. New members
Michael Lysicatos and Teresa Keeler,
Class IV alternates, were sworn in.
They are required to attend the New
Jersey Planning Officials school, at
the expense of the planning board,
Mr. Flowers said.

The board voted in favor of Mr.
Flowers remaining as chairman. Mat-
thew Juckes was named vice-chair-
man. Additionally, the board voted in
favor of Robert Renaud remaining as
its attorney.

The board retained T&A Associ-
ates as board engineer. Board Plan-
ner Dave Roberts of Maser Consult-
ing also was retained. Zoning Officer
Raymond Sullivan, a borough em-
ployee, remains in the position and
Pat Hoynes will remain as board sec-
retary. Committee assignments re-
mained unchanged.

The board also approved its 2015
calendar. The next agenda meeting is
Tuesday, February 17, at 7:30 p.m., at
Borough Hall, located at 75 North
Martine Avenue, with a regular meet-
ing set for Wednesday, February 25,
at 7:30 p.m.
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County OKs Agreement For
Child-Seat Program in GW

said, “and expand two-hour parking
on South and extend it to Terrill
Road.”

He also recommended reducing
the speed limit from 35 mph to 25
mph in the downtown business dis-
trict from Third Street to the westerly
entrance by Old South Avenue at The
Chelsea at Fanwood.

Mr. Bondar also said Police Chief
Richard Trigo is looking to have an
ordinance that requires no parking
on the street during snow events to
help with snow removal.

“There is an unintended conse-
quence,” Councilman Jack Molenaar
said of the request by Chief Trigo.
Mr. Molenaar said it could cause
more impervious surface as people
would pave to allow for two cars to
park off street.

Patrolman Anthony Espinosa is
leaving the Fanwood Police Depart-
ment, Councilman Kevin Boris said,
and the police department is seeking
approval to begin the search and in-
terview process to fill the opening.

Adding stop signs on Shady Lane
was broached by Councilman Tom
Kranz, who said he is a resident there.
He said Shady Lane is a “cut-through”
street, and by adding stop signs at
intersections it would lessen cars
speeding down the road.

Resident Michael Lewis said he
was not in favor of the idea. He also
inquired about a grant that could pay
for sidewalks on Shady Lane. Mr.
Molenaar said sidewalks there would
be “complicated” because homes are
closer to the road, and the road can-
not be narrowed.

“The more immediate need is to
annoy the pass-through drivers like
yourself,” Mr. Molenaar said.

After the planning board granted
another use variance for a fitness
business to occupy space in the South
Avenue corridor, Mr. Molenaar said
the land use committee is recom-
mending an ordinance to change the
use in that area, which currently is
light industrial, to one that would
include other uses. Mr. Molenaar said
the committee would meet with coun-
cil members to discuss how best to
rewrite the ordinance.

 In his health report, Mr. Kranz
recommended at the next regular
council meeting that the council make
an announcement for children to get
their measles immunizations given
the measles epidemic in the country.
He did say the health director re-
ported that New Jersey ranks 43 out
of 50 states in compliance with youth
immunizations.

The Township of Cranford sent a
correspondence to Fanwood inform-
ing the borough of the township’s
ordinance opposing the Pilgrim Pipe-
line. Fanwood formally opposed it in
December.

“They are still actively engaged
with the DEP (Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection),” Mayor Mahr
said of Pilgrim Pipeline.

“We have to stay on top of it,”
Borough Attorney Daniel McCarthy
said.

The Union County Utilities Au-
thority gave the borough a check in
the amount of $8,856, which equates
to $3 per ton of solid waste gener-
ated, Mayor Mahr said. Last year, the
borough received about the same,
Borough Administrator Eleanor
McGovern said.

Mayor Mahr said the council would
support the Township of Union’s ef-
fort to regain parking at the Union
train station that has been allotted to
Kean University students.

New Jersey American Water sent
correspondence regarding a petition
to change the levels of the purchased
water adjustment clause and pur-
chased wastewater treatment clause.
Mayor Mahr said it is a change of 0.6
percent.

Katherine Balch, a Fanwood Me-

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholders approved a two-year
agreement Thursday night with the
Garwood Rescue Squad for use of
the squad’s property at 401 Second
Avenue for the county’s child-seat
inspection program.

Freeholder Vice-Chairman Bruce
Bergen noted that the program, ini-
tiated in 1999 at the county’s public
safety complex in Westfield, oper-
ates Wednesdays and Thursdays
from 7:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. The
program is sponsored by the county
public safety department and
funded by the New Jersey Division
of Highway Traffic Safety and AAA
New Jersey Automobile Club. Free-
holder Bergen said the county has
performed almost 50,000 child-seat
inspections since the program was
started.

Union County Public Safety Di-
rector Andrew Moran said AAA
Northeast,  1 Hanover Road,
Florham Park, will pick up the $200
monthly rental fee for use of the
facility. The program had been lo-
cated at AAA’s Springfield facility
on Route 22 since 2010, a facility
which has been closed.

Bruce Paterson of Garwood asked
if county personnel will be on scene
when the program is in operation.
Mr. Moran said county employees
will be present.

In other business, Summit Coun-
cil President Robert Rubino thanked
the board for approving a shared-
services agreement with Summit
and Calgene for installation of a
traffic signal at Calgene’s headquar-
ters driveway at the intersection of
Morris Avenue and Shunpike Road.
He said Calgene is building a new
corporate facility in the town which
will mean an additional 1,000 jobs.
He said Celgene is Summit’s larg-
est corporate tenant.

Mike Blackwell, executive direc-
tor of the First Tee of Raritan Val-
ley, thanked the board for approv-
ing the group for another year for
use of the Galloping Hill Golf
Course in Kenilworth. He said there
are almost 1,000 kids in its certify-
ing programs, which run for 20
weeks, and 49,000 kids in its school
programs. Union County is one of
six counties in the First Tee pro-
gram.

“We are very grateful for the part-
nership with Union County and are
thankful that we have the First Tee
program here,” Mr. Blackwell told
the board.

Armando Sanchez, recreational
facilities director, said First Tee is
one of four youth programs that use
Galloping Hill driving range. He
said there will be no lost revenue to
the county. He said instructors are
mostly volunteers with the pro-
grams and that PGA professionals
from KemperSports, which man-
ages the Galloping Hill and Ash
Brook golf courses, also volunteer
their time for the instructional pro-
grams. He said the county does not
lose any revenue from the use of
Galloping Hill by the instructional
youth programs.

During the public comment sec-
tion of the meeting, Tina Renna,
president of the Union County
Watchdog Association, said she sent
a letter to County Manager Al Faella
about why the county gave raises to
129 employees totaling over
$630,000. “This is in addition to
the 2-percent raises you are giving
to most employees,” Mrs. Renna
said. “...I would really like some
sort of excuse as to why you handed
out these huge raises, 4,000, 6,000,
10,000...Give us a reason as to why
you did this.” She said some of the

employees only worked 35 hours a
week, some making $90,000 annu-
ally.

She also said most were politi-
cally-connected as they have do-
nated to the freeholders’ campaigns.

In response, Mr. Faella said the
salary increases “were based on rec-
ommendations and evaluations
from department heads and divi-
sion heads.” He said the employees
are non-union workers who are also
“not covered by binding arbitra-
tion.”

“At the same time many of these
employees also require additional
work responsibilities. Also a num-
ber of these involved filling vacan-
cies, new positions and filling the
spots of individuals who had left at
a lower salary” as well as some civil
service employees having passed
their probationary period, Mr. Faella
said.

Freeholder Chairman Mohamed
Jalloh said the raises are “inclu-
sive” of the 2-percent cap on salary
increases.

Mr. Rubino said Merck’s closing
of its facility in Summit and an
agreement with the city to reduce
Merck’s tax burden by an additional
15 percent will mean an increased
tax burden for the city, its school
system and the county.

“I want you to keep that in mind
as we approach the budget,” Mr.
Rubino told the freeholders. He also
said he hoped the “windfall” the
county received from the sale of
Runnells Specialized Hospital for
$26 million could be applied to the
county budget this year “to keep it
flat.” He also asked the freeholders
to consider merging the county po-
lice into the sheriff’s department to
save the county money.
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Fanwood Council
morial Library board member, gave
a progress report on the library’s
strategic plan and library redesign.

In the area of Space and Safe Ac-
cess, the library board is awaiting the
council’s response to the board’s dy-
namic redesign proposal to overhaul
the library. The proposal, Ms. Balch
said, supports the strategic plan goals
to be ADA compliant, to have engag-
ing, more accessible ground-floor
spaces for young children and their
caregivers, flexible areas, collabora-
tive space and efficient and effective
space for staff.

In the area of technology, the
library’s technology infrastructure
overhaul is complete. This included
a new network and server, which
increased the bandwidth by a factor
of four. New hardware was installed.
The library has transitioned to a Win-
dows environment. The database ser-
vice was expanded.

In the area of service training, the
board is in the process of developing
a new evaluation process to be imple-
mented this year.

In the area of Community Aware-
ness, the board has created a commu-
nication committee.

Pat Inlarp of the Dhammakaya In-
ternational Meditation Center of Fan-
wood spoke to the council about the
center and invited the council to come
to the center to “reduce all of your
stress and gain peace of mind.” The
center also is involved with the
schools and the youth at the YMCA.

“You come every year to pay me a
visit to start the New Year off and talk
to me about what they are doing in
the community and talk about how
we can partner,” Mayor Mahr said. “I
love that you are in the schools.”

WF Fire Chief Dan Kelly
Dies of Cancer at 54

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The  Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
community is mourning the loss of
Fire Chief Dan Kelly, 54, who
passed away from cancer Tuesday
morning. He had served as fire chief
for 10 years and had been with the
department for nearly 35 years.

A Westfielder for most of his life
since 1960, the Chief had lived in
Summit for three years when he
first got married. Prior to being ap-
pointed Chief in February 2005, he
had served under four chiefs during
his tenure as a firefighter.

Chief Kelly was appointed a vol-
unteer with the department in the
fall of 1978 following his gradua-
tion from Westfield High School.
During an interview with The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times in 2005, he
credited his father, Dan Kelly, Sr., a
volunteer firefighter himself for
many years, for his interest in join-
ing the department.

When Chief Kelly was a child, he
and his mother were rescued by
Westfield firefighters from their
apartment above the old Westfield
Leader building on Elm Street. He
said that the fire, which started in
The Leader’s printing presses, was
quickly extinguished.

However, firefighters evacuated
their apartment as a precaution.

“The memory of firefighters tak-
ing us out of the building stays with
me today as if it just happened,”
Chief Kelly told The Times during
the 2005 interview.

Chief Kelly’s grandfather served
for a brief time as a chief of a
volunteer department in the Pitts-
burgh suburbs before his grandpar-
ents moved to New Jersey.

When reached for comment Tues-
day afternoon, Mayor Andrew Ski-
bitsky released the following state-
ment:

“Obviously, everyone here is
heartbroken....I have had the privi-
lege of working with Chief Dan
Kelly for almost 10 years to the day.
The words ‘consummate profes-
sional and career public servant’ do
not do him justice. Dan was much,
much more than that.

“Westfield is Chief Kelly’s home-
town, and it was obvious to anyone
who came in contact with him that
he loved the town, he loved work-
ing for the town, and he loved the
professional fire service. As he went
about his day-to-day responsibili-
ties, he strongly believed in, and
more importantly, demonstrated,
the traditional values of honor, re-
spect, ethics, protocol, dignity and
pride. I would like to say he demon-
strated these values when he was
both on duty and off duty, except
that Chief Kelly was never really
‘off duty’ – he worked tirelessly
and was available 24/7, not only to
tend to the needs of the town and
the fire service, but to offer what-
ever assistance and professional
expertise he could to me, to my
colleagues on the Town Council,
and to all of his fellow co-workers.

“His dedication to duty was
boundless, especially during natu-
ral disasters when, as OEM (Office
of Emergency Management) coor-
dinator, he worked for 24, 48, 72
hours straight – whatever it took –
with the county, state and federal
officials to make sure Westfield was
served to the maximum extent pos-
sible.

“Make no mistake, though he rose
through the ranks and earned the
title of ‘fire chief,’ professionally
he was first and foremost a
firefighter. As such, he vigorously
advocated for those under his com-
mand and for all those who dedi-
cated themselves to the fire service.
The passing of Chief Dan Kelly is a
tremendous loss to our community.
He will be missed. We will forever
be grateful for his nearly 34 years
of exceptional service to the Town
of Westfield. On behalf of the Town
Council and the townspeople he
valued serving so much, we offer
our collective heartfelt condolences
to Chief Kelly’s family.”

Chief Kelly joined the depart-
ment as a full-time, paid member in
August of 1981. He ascended to
lieutenant in August of 1990, cap-
tain in November of 1999 and
deputy chief in May of 2003.

He had been an investigator with
the Union County Fire Investiga-
tion Task Force, having first been
assigned to the task force in Janu-
ary of 1998. He also had been the
chapter chairman of the Westfield/
Mountainside American Red Cross.
Prior to that, he had been the disas-
ter chairman of the chapter from
September 2000 to September 2002.
More recently he had served as
Westfield’s emergency manage-
ment coordinator.

Andrew Moran, Union County’s
director of public safety, said in an
e-mail that, “Dan Kelly was a true
gentleman who will be sorely
missed, not only by his family and
friends, but by the entire public
safety community of Union County.

“I’ve had the pleasure to work
with Dan on several public safety
projects during his tenure as
Westfield fire chief and the town’s
emergency management coordina-
tor. Dan served as a county fire
mutual aid coordinator and as a
member of the county’s Fire Advi-
sory Board. Dan was a great leader
to his department and deeply com-
mitted to ensuring the safety and
security of all our residents. My
thoughts are with his family during
this very difficult time.”

In terms of funeral arrangements,
visitation will be held from 4 to 8
p.m. at St. Helen’s Roman Catholic
Church, 1600 Rahway Avenue,
Westfield, tomorrow, Friday, Feb-
ruary 6. A Funeral Mass will be
offered at 11 a.m. at St. Helen’s
Church this Saturday, February 7.
Interment is private.

Arrangements are being handled
by Dooley Colonial Funeral Home,
556 Westfield Avenue, Westfield.

Road pub on Park Avenue, about
plans for a five-day St. Patrick’s
Day festival and the steps that are
being taken to ensure that a
neighbor’s concerns about noise and
other matters were addressed. Be-
fore Mr. Mortarulo spoke, Guido
Pascucci, who lives behind the pub,
repeated complaints he has aired in
the past about previous Darby Road
events that include a large tent
erected adjacent to the restaurant,
live music and large crowds of pa-
trons.

Mr. Pascucci on Tuesday raised
concerns about the noise, the late
hours and the amount of garbage
disposed. In the past, he said, he has
called the police to complain about
excessive noise and music after mid-
night but the response was not to
his satisfaction. He claimed this
week that the police department is
“on Darby Road’s side” so they
never fully respond to his com-
plaints. His wife, Barbara, also
spoke, saying that the planned five-
day event — from Friday, March 13
to Tuesday, March 17 —“is really
pushing it.” She echoed her hus-
band in claiming that the police
“have no respect for us.”

Mr. Mortarulo said he had al-
ready planned to scale back the
times that live music would be
played in the tent so that it would
end well before 10 p.m. and that the
volume of a deejay’s music, which
would run an hour or two later,
could be more easily controlled. He
also said he had switched the time
for trash collection from the pre-
dawn hours to a time several hours
later. The council at its next meet-
ing will consider issuing Darby
Road a special use permit to hold
the festival.

Courtesy of  Dean Talcott
LOOKING FOR DINNER…  A deer is shown here in a backyard that abuts the
Fanwood Nature Center. A couple of deer are laying on pachysandra under a
white pine tree. The  number of deer coming to the Nature Center has increased
over the past several years.

From the Archives of The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PROUD MOMENT…Westfield Chief Dan Kelly’s wife, Karen, attaches her
husband’s new badge at his swearing-in ceremony in February of 2005. Chief
Kelly passed away Tuesday after a brief illness.
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the opportunity to study and under-
stand black history, both nationally
and with respect to the local com-
munities. The resolution states this
is for “the purpose of insuring that
the district’s citizens — especially
young persons — are fully familiar
with the entire history of the human
experience.”

In the Good of the Order portion
of the meeting, board member
Karen Kulikowski, a dentist, noted
that a Children’s Dental Clinic was
scheduled for Saturday, February
7, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., at the
School of Health Related Profes-
sions at 1776 Raritan Road, Scotch
Plains. An appointment for the pro-
gram called “Give Kids a Smile”
can be made by calling (908) 889-
2410.

The next board of education meet-
ing will be held on Thursday, Feb-
ruary 19, at 7:30 p.m., in the admin-
istration building on Evergreen Av-
enue and Cedar Street in Scotch
Plains.

Brooks Crandall for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GAVE IT THEIR ALL... Scouts rest after finishing the Klondike Derby  Satur-
day in the Watchung Reservation.
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