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Fanwood Board OKs Use
Variance for Fitness Ctr.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Custom Training
LLC was approved, by a 5-to-0 vote,
for a use variance by the planning
board last Wednesday to open a per-
sonal-fitness training center and
scuba-diving theory instruction busi-
ness at 25 South Avenue.

Michael Ranieri, owner of the busi-
ness, is leasing a 630-square-foot
space in the rear, on the second floor
of the property. CKO Kickboxing and
a pizza establishment occupy the
ground level in front, Borough Engi-
neer Peter Bondar said. The building
is zoned for light industrial. CKO
Kickboxing was granted a use vari-
ance in 2013, the applicant’s attor-
ney, Steven Jason, said.

“This certainly fits the things for
the corridor,” Board Chairman Dale
Flowers said. “This is a good use,”
board member Dennis Sherry added.

Mr. Ranieri has been a personal
trainer for 25 years, he said. For the
last 13 years he has had his business
in Union, and prior to that in Madi-

son. The scuba training at this loca-
tion would involve teaching the theory
of scuba through verbal instruction.
The water-training portion, he said,
is done at pools at other locations
such as YMCAs and at a quarry in
Pennsylvania.

Resident and owner of K9 Resorts
in Fanwood, Steven Parker, spoke in
support of the application. “My
brother and I have been a client of the
studio for a little over eight years.
…He is an excellent trainer... we have
been pleased with his services. As a
business owner and now resident of
Fanwood, we would think it would be
a nice addition to the community,”
Mr. Parker said.

The business would generally op-
erate weekdays from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.
with some lull periods during the af-
ternoon, Mr. Ranieri said. He pro-
vides one-on-one personal fitness
training in addition to the scuba theory
instruction. There is parking on pre-
mises.

In other business, the planning
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FW Council Discusses Glenwood,
Other Projects, Kemphaw Fire

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The borough
council convened Monday night for
a special meeting followed by the
regularly-scheduled meeting.

In a special meeting held before
the council’s agenda meeting, offi-
cials passed, by a 4-to-0 vote, on
second reading an ordinance that
establishes the eligibility of com-
mercial and industrial structures for
exemption and abatement.

A house fire started Monday night
on Kempshall Terrace, Mayor Col-

leen Mahr announced at the agenda
meeting, which she said was possi-
bly an electrical fire originating
from an electrical baseboard heat
unit located in a room above the
garage. A local rabbi lives there.
“He will definitely not be able to
stay in the house for the short term.
But he has a lot of support,” Mayor
Mahr said of the homeowner. No
one was injured, she said. The res-
cue squad and fire department re-
sponded, Mayor Mahr stated.

During the agenda meeting, Mike
Venezia, a volunteer and member

of the Senior Citizen Club, was
nominated as the Volunteer-of-the-
Month. He will be honored at the
next regular meeting.

In his engineering report, Bor-
ough Engineer Peter Bondar said
the drainage improvement project
on Glenwood Road came in at a
total cost of $967,000, which was
$40,000 over the original cost, but
$140,000 less than the change or-
der that occurred after the original
estimate. The change order included
additional paving of Tillotson Road,
Mayor Mahr said.

The paving projects for Burns
Way and La Grande Avenue are to
go out to bid in early March, Mr.
Bondar said. Burns Way had an
unexpected drain issue that will in-
crease the cost from $425,000 to
$450,000, Councilman Russell
Huegel said. Mr. Huegel said work
on La Grande Avenue will probably
take place in the summer after the
water company completes its work.

Burns Way will have a full recon-
struction of the road with Belgium
block curb. The street is to be nar-
rowed to 28 feet wide so trees will
not have to be cut down when curb-
ing needs to be installed, Mr. Bondar
said. The road currently is 28 to 30
feet wide, he said. A resident meet-
ing is to be scheduled.

The engineering department is in
talks with the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Transportation regarding
changes to South Avenue. “State
regulations and our regulations
don’t jibe right now,” Mr. Bondar
said. Currently, there is two-hour
and one-hour parking on South
Avenue. “The recommendation is
to change the one-hour parking to
two-hour parking for consistency
with the rest of the road,” Mr. Bondar
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SP-F BOE Hears Proposed
2015-2016 Special Ed. Budget

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – At the be-
ginning of the Scotch Plains-Fan-
wood Board of Education meeting
held last Thursday evening, Dis-
trict Business Administrator
Deborah Saridaki gave a brief over-
view of the special-education por-
tion of the 2015-2016 proposed
budget.

According to her report, the total
district expense for special educa-
tion in the upcoming school year

would be $17,424,061, which is a
$98,747 increase from this year’s
budget. This she noted was a .63-
percent increase.

Thirty-two percent of the entire
budget will be spent on tuition while
53 percent of the budget will be
spent on additional support for the
students, 10 percent is earmarked
for transportation services and 5
percent is designated for self-con-
tained classes.

She also noted that out-of-dis-
trict placement expenditures are
down 7.71 percent in the upcoming
school year. The budget also out-
lines transportation services down
by $5,949 from last year.

Multiply-disabled, self-contained
classroom expenditures went from
$813,188 to $700,771, according
to Ms. Saridaki’s report. In addi-
tion, pre-school special-needs class-
room expenses went down from
$285,925 to $254,600.

The additional support for spe-
cial-education programs showed ex-
penses grow from $9,080,581 to
$9,795,166 with increases shared
between resource programs, one-
to-one aides, extended school year
and occupational therapy, physical
therapy, speech and related thera-
pies.

In other business, the board of
education unanimously passed
Draft B of the 2015-2016 school
calendar.

In Draft B, students would not
start back to school until Tuesday,
September 8, which is after Labor
Day, and there would be an extra
professional day on Tuesday, June
23. Draft B also lifts the profes-
sional day that would be scheduled
on Friday, February 12, 2016, in
Draft A.

In Draft A, which was first intro-
duced in the beginning of the month,
students are scheduled to go back
to school on Friday, September 4,
2015, which is the Friday before
Labor Day.

It was noted that both drafts were
on the website and that Draft B was
the choice of most parents who had
voted in the district. Last week it
was stated that both options were
on the website and that parents were
encouraged to vote on their prefer-
ence.

A resolution was unanimously
passed designating February Black
History Month in the district. The
resolution stated that the board rec-
ognizes the vital importance of af-
fording all residents of the district
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Courtesy of Tom Kranz
QUICK ACTION... The Fanwood Fire Department makes quick work of a house fire at 88 Kempshall Terrace Monday
evening. No one was hurt. The initial cause was said to be a power strip that overheated.

Council Seeks Abolishment
Of Recreation Commission

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council is expected to intro-
duce an ordinance, perhaps at its
Tuesday, February 17 meeting, to
abolish the township’s recreation
commission and replace it with a
committee that would have less
autonomy and result in the recre-
ation director reporting directly to
the township manager instead of
the commission, as is now the case.

Township Manager Al Mirabella
told the council at its conference
meeting on Tuesday that he prefers
that Recreation Director Ray
Poerio, like most other municipal
department heads, report to him
instead of the commission. The
manager said he was not seeking to
change the goals of the township’s
recreation programs nor “diminish
the opportunities” for residents to
participate in the department’s pro-
grams. Instead, he saw the move as
leading to a “more streamlined path
of accounting.”

The five council members were
receptive, with Mayor Kevin Glover
saying the move would not “change
what we’re looking to do for the
community.” Mr. Mirabella agreed,
calling the proposed change a “re-
structuring.”

Deputy Mayor Colleen Gialanella
said that “anyone getting a pay-
check from the township should
report to the manager.” The mayor
and deputy mayor have expressed
concerns in the past about the rec-
reation commission’s autonomy and
what they perceived as its lack of
communication with the governing
body. For one, Mayor Glover said,
the commission should have con-
sulted with the council last year
before it awarded Mr. Poerio, who
has been in his position for 14 years,
a new three-year contract.

In other business, Mayor Glover
said he favored reviving the coma-
tose Special Improvement District
(SID) — which has not held a meet-
ing or sponsored an event in more
than a year — and using it as the
vehicle to oversee improvements to
the downtown business district. The
SID was formed in 2008, but faced
constant grumblings from property
owners protesting the annual $400
assessment that was used to finance
the SID’s activities. After being
elected mayor in 2012, Mayor
Glover said that “it’s clear to me
that the [SID] isn’t doing what it
was supposed to do” and pushed
through a suspension of the annual
$400 fee.

This week, the mayor said reviv-
ing the SID will enable the town-
ship to more easily apply for grants
and other outside funding. He
pointed out that the group still has
some unspent funds in its bank ac-
count and Mrs. Gialanella added
that there was also $50,000 that
was paid to the township from the
builders of the housing develop-
ment at the Shackamaxon Country
Club for downtown efforts.

Mayor Glover listed three pri-
mary goals for the downtown, in-
cluding “cleaning it up; it’s dirty,”
he said. He also wants “more adher-
ence to existing regulations” such
as signage. And he is seeking ideas
“to drive more people to the down-
town,” and promised to divulge
some ideas in that regard soon. Mrs.
Gialanella said she favored “bring-
ing in an outside voice” to quiet
what she called the “we’ve-already-
tried-it” attitude among many skep-
tical business and property owners
in the business district.

At the start of its three-hour meet-
ing, the council heard from Joseph
Mortarulo, an owner of the Darby
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REDUCE YOUR STRESS…Pat Inlarp of the Dhammakaya International Medi-
tation Center of Fanwood spoke to the Fanwood Borough Council Monday night
about their center and invited the council to come to the center to “reduce all of
your stress and gain peace of mind.”

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HARD AT WORK…Fanwood Planning Board members review the application
of Custom Training LLC, a personal fitness training center and scuba diving
theory instruction business for 25 South Avenue. The board approved the
application.

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PROGRESS…Katherine Balch, a Fanwood Memorial Library board member,
gave a progress report on the library’s strategic plan and library redesign at
Monday’s Borough Council meeting.


