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www.HomewatchCareGivers.com

• Hourly or live-in care in your home or residence
• All caregivers are state certified CHHAs
• Hourly caregivers can drive for errands and appointments
• Every client supported by an RN and Social Worker at no charge

(908) 448-2230   
   

  N

OW
 AVAILABLE 

A
W

A
RD  W INNING S

ER
V

IC
E

IN
WESTFIELD
& SCOTCH 

PLAINS

Your mom deserves the best
Homewatch CareGivers is recognized as the “Best of the Best” in Home Care by Home Care Pulse 

2015

Insurance subject to terms, qualifications and availability.  Allstate New Jersey Property and Casualty Insurance Co., 
Bridgewater, NJ, Allstate New Jersey Insurance Co. Life insurance and annuities issued by Lincoln Benefit Life Company, 
Lincoln, NE, Allstate Life Insurance Company, Northbrook, IL.  In New York, Allstate Life Insurance Company of New 
York, Hauppauge, NY. Northbrook, IL. © 2010 Allstate Insurance Co.

Protect your world
Auto • Home • Life • Retirement

519 South Ave West
Westfield
ronbansky@allstate.com
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dedicated themselves to the fire ser-
vice. The passing of Chief Dan Kelly is
a tremendous loss to our community.
He will be missed. We will forever be
grateful for his nearly 34 years of ex-
ceptional service to the Town of
Westfield. On behalf of the Town Coun-
cil and the townspeople he valued serv-
ing so much, we offer our collective
heartfelt condolences to Chief Kelly’s
family.”

Chief Kelly joined the department as
a full-time, paid member in August of
1981. He ascended to lieutenant in
August of 1990, captain in November
of 1999 and deputy chief in May of
2003.

He had been an investigator with the
Union County Fire Investigation Task
Force, having first been assigned to the
task force in January of 1998. He also
had been the chapter chairman of the
Westfield/Mountainside American Red
Cross. Prior to that, he had been the
disaster chairman of the chapter from
September 2000 to September 2002.
More recently he had served as
Westfield’s emergency management
coordinator.

Andrew Moran, Union County’s di-
rector of public safety, said in an e-mail
that, “Dan Kelly was a true gentleman
who will be sorely missed, not only by
his family and friends, but by the entire
public safety community of Union
County.

“I’ve had the pleasure to work with
Dan on several public safety projects
during his tenure as Westfield fire chief
and the town’s emergency manage-
ment coordinator. Dan served as a
county fire mutual aid coordinator and
as a member of the county’s Fire Advi-
sory Board. Dan was a great leader to
his department and deeply committed
to ensuring the safety and security of all
our residents. My thoughts are with his
family during this very difficult time.”

In terms of funeral arrangements,
visitation will be held from 4 to 8 p.m.
at St. Helen’s Roman Catholic Church,
1600 Rahway Avenue, Westfield, to-
morrow, Friday, February 6. A Funeral
Mass will be offered at 11 a.m. at St.
Helen’s Church this Saturday, Febru-
ary 7. Interment is private.

Arrangements are being handled by
Dooley Colonial Funeral Home, 556
Westfield Avenue, Westfield.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Chief Kellyare almost 1,000 kids in its certify-
ing programs, which run for 20
weeks, and 49,000 kids in its school
programs. Union County is one of
six counties in the First Tee pro-
gram.

“We are very grateful for the part-
nership with Union County and are
thankful that we have the First Tee
program here,” Mr. Blackwell told
the board.

Armando Sanchez, recreational
facilities director, said First Tee is
one of four youth programs that use
Galloping Hill driving range. He
said there will be no lost revenue to
the county. He said instructors are
mostly volunteers with the pro-
grams and that PGA professionals
from KemperSports, which man-
ages the Galloping Hill and Ash
Brook golf courses, also volunteer
their time for the instructional pro-
grams. He said the county does not
lose any revenue from the use of
Galloping Hill by the instructional
youth programs.

During the public comment sec-
tion of the meeting, Tina Renna,
president of the Union County
Watchdog Association, said she sent
a letter to County Manager Al Faella
about why the county gave raises to
129 employees totaling over
$630,000. “This is in addition to
the 2-percent raises you are giving
to most employees,” Mrs. Renna
said. “...I would really like some
sort of excuse as to why you handed
out these huge raises, 4,000, 6,000,
10,000...Give us a reason as to why
you did this.” She said some of the
employees only worked 35 hours a
week, some making $90,000 annu-
ally.

She also said most were politi-
cally-connected as they have do-
nated to the freeholders’ campaigns.

In response, Mr. Faella said the
salary increases “were based on rec-
ommendations and evaluations

Courtesy of Payal Patel
COMMUNITY MINDED…Westfield's Cub Scout Pack 171 and the Wilson PTO
organized a toy drive last month, which was a success thanks to the generosity of
the community. Volunteers collected two truckloads containing hundreds of
gently used toys, which were picked up by 1-800-Got-Junk and delivered by
Second Chance Toys to children in NewJersey over the holiday season.

Westfield BOE Discusses
Budget in Executive Session

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The board of educa-
tion, on Tuesday evening, held a short
meeting before adjourning to go into
executive session to discuss budget
matters.

During the meeting the board voted
to accept the retirement in June of
Reginald Davis, the Tamaques Elemen-
tary School head custodian. Superin-
tendent of Schools Margaret Dolan
said Mr. Davis is always positive and
happy.

“He has always been willing to go
the extra mile. We wish him well,” she
said.

The board also accepted the resig-
nations of Patrick DiMaio, a Wash-
ington Elementary School custodian,
and Kimberly Kain, a Lincoln School
paraprofessional. Both will retire this
week.

The board additionally approved

the military leave of Derrick Nelson,
a Westfield High School assistant
principal, from Monday, June 1,
through Tuesday, June 30. Thereaf-
ter, he will continue on unpaid per-
sonal leave through Tuesday, August
11, with medical benefits.

The board approved the appoint-
ments of the following personnel:

Caroline Egnatuk as a 12-month
scale II Westfield High School secre-
tary for the remainder of the 2014-
2015 school year, upon successful
completion of her probationary pe-
riod effective immediately.

Substitute teachers Caitlin Aanelli,
Kimberly Kain, Jessica Manson,
Alexandra Newton and Tracy Scerra.

Coaches for the spring, Rebecca
Antonelli, eighth-grade softball, at
$6,703; Kendell Deck, girls’ lacrosse
varsity assistant, at $6,948; Nicole
Vasallo, girls’ lacrosse varsity assis-
tant, at $6,631, and Timothy Werner,
boys’ lacrosse varsity assistant, at
$6,631.

The board approved the compensa-
tion to secretaries who worked during
kindergarten registration.

The budget calendar also was an-
nounced Tuesday night. It is as follows:

Thursday, February 26, possible
receipt of state aid information; Tues-
day, March 3, public meeting with
budget presentation and discussion;
Tuesday, March 17, public meeting
with possible adoption of a tentative
budget; Friday, March 20, budget due
in Union County executive
superintendent’s office; Thursday,
April 23, legal advertisement of pub-
lic budget hearing will appear in The
Westfield Leader; Tuesday, April 28,
public hearing on the budget and
adoption of the final budget.

The next regular meeting of the board
will be Tuesday, February 17, at 7:30
p.m., at the administration building,
located at 302 Elm Street.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

County Freeholders Mtg.
from department heads and divi-
sion heads.” He said the employees
are non-union workers who are also
“not covered by binding arbitra-
tion.”

“At the same time many of these
employees also require additional
work responsibilities. Also a num-
ber of these involved filling vacan-
cies, new positions and filling the
spots of individuals who had left at
a lower salary” as well as some civil
service employees having passed
their probationary period, Mr. Faella
said.

Freeholder Chairman Mohamed
Jalloh said the raises are “inclu-
sive” of the 2-percent cap on salary
increases.

Mr. Rubino said Merck’s closing
of its facility in Summit and an
agreement with the city to reduce
Merck’s tax burden by an additional
15 percent will mean an increased
tax burden for the city, its school
system and the county.

“I want you to keep that in mind
as we approach the budget,” Mr.
Rubino told the freeholders. He also
said he hoped the “windfall” the
county received from the sale of
Runnells Specialized Hospital for
$26 million could be applied to the
county budget this year “to keep it
flat.” He also asked the freeholders
to consider merging the county po-
lice into the sheriff’s department to
save the county money.

Fanwood Council Discusses
Projects, Kempshall Fire
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

FANWOOD — The borough coun-
cil convened Monday night for a spe-
cial meeting followed by the regularly-
scheduled meeting.

In a special meeting held before the
council’s agenda meeting, officials
passed, by a 4-to-0 vote, on second
reading an ordinance that establishes
the eligibility of commercial and in-
dustrial structures for exemption and
abatement.

A house fire started Monday night
on Kempshall Terrace, Mayor Colleen
Mahr announced at the agenda meet-
ing, which she said was possibly an
electrical fire originating from an elec-
trical baseboard heat unit located in a
room above the garage. A local rabbi
lives there. “He will definitely not be
able to stay in the house for the short
term. But he has a lot of support,”
Mayor Mahr said of the homeowner.
No one was injured, she said. The
rescue squad and fire department re-
sponded, Mayor Mahr stated.

During the agenda meeting, Mike
Venezia, a volunteer and member of
the Senior Citizen Club, was nomi-
nated as the Volunteer-of-the-Month.
He will be honored at the next regular
meeting.

In his engineering report, Borough
Engineer Peter Bondar said the drain-
age improvement project on Glenwood
Road came in at a total cost of $967,000,
which was $40,000 over the original
cost, but $140,000 less than the change
order that occurred after the original
estimate. The change order included
additional paving of Tillotson Road,
Mayor Mahr said.

The paving projects for Burns Way
and La Grande Avenue are to go out to
bid in early March, Mr. Bondar said.
Burns Way had an unexpected drain
issue that will increase the cost from
$425,000 to $450,000, Councilman
Russell Huegel said. Mr. Huegel said
work on La Grande Avenue will prob-
ably take place in the summer after the
water company completes its work.

Burns Way will have a full recon-
struction of the road with Belgium
block curb. The street is to be narrowed
to 28 feet wide so trees will not have to
be cut down when curbing needs to
be installed, Mr. Bondar said. The road
currently is 28 to 30 feet wide, he said.
A resident meeting is to be scheduled.

The engineering department is in
talks with the New Jersey Department
of Transportation regarding changes to
South Avenue. “State regulations and
our regulations don’t jibe right now,”
Mr. Bondar said. Currently, there is
two-hour and one-hour parking on
South Avenue. “The recommendation
is to change the one-hour parking to
two-hour parking for consistency with
the rest of the road,” Mr. Bondar said,
“and expand two-hour parking on South
and extend it to Terrill Road.”

He also recommended reducing the
speed limit from 35 mph to 25 mph in
the downtown business district from
Third Street to the westerly entrance
by Old South Avenue at The Chelsea
at Fanwood.

Mr. Bondar also said Police Chief
Richard Trigo is looking to have an
ordinance that requires no parking
on the street during snow events to
help with snow removal.

“There is an unintended conse-
quence,” Councilman Jack Molenaar
said of the request by Chief Trigo.
Mr. Molenaar said it could cause more
impervious surface as people would
pave to allow for two cars to park off
street.

Patrolman Anthony Espinosa is leav-
ing the Fanwood Police Department,
Councilman Kevin Boris said, and the
police department is seeking approval
to begin the search and interview pro-
cess to fill the opening.

Adding stop signs on Shady Lane
was broached by Councilman Tom
Kranz, who said he is a resident there.
He said Shady Lane is a “cut-through”
street, and by adding stop signs at inter-
sections it would lessen cars speeding
down the road.

Resident Michael Lewis said he was
not in favor of the idea. He also in-
quired about a grant that could pay for
sidewalks on Shady Lane. Mr. Molenaar
said sidewalks there would be “com-
plicated” because homes are closer to
the road, and the road cannot be nar-
rowed.

“The more immediate need is to
annoy the pass-through drivers like
yourself,” Mr. Molenaar said.

After the planning board granted
another use variance for a fitness busi-
ness to occupy space in the South Av-
enue corridor, Mr. Molenaar said the
land use committee is recommending
an ordinance to change the use in that
area, which currently is light industrial,
to one that would include other uses.
Mr. Molenaar said the committee would
meet with council members to discuss
how best to rewrite the ordinance.

 In his health report, Mr. Kranz rec-
ommended at the next regular council
meeting that the council make an an-
nouncement for children to get their
measles immunizations given the
measles epidemic in the country. He
did say the health director reported that
New Jersey ranks 43 out of 50 states in
compliance with youth immunizations.

The Township of Cranford sent a
correspondence to Fanwood inform-
ing the borough of the township’s
ordinance opposing the Pilgrim Pipe-
line. Fanwood formally opposed it in
December.

“They are still actively engaged with
the DEP (Department of Environmen-
tal Protection),” Mayor Mahr said of
Pilgrim Pipeline.

“We have to stay on top of it,” Bor-
ough Attorney Daniel McCarthy said.

The Union County Utilities Author-
ity gave the borough a check in the
amount of $8,856, which equates to $3
per ton of solid waste generated, Mayor
Mahr said. Last year, the borough re-
ceived about the same, Borough Ad-
ministrator Eleanor McGovern said.

Mayor Mahr said the council would
support the Township of Union’s effort
to regain parking at the Union train
station that has been allotted to Kean
University students.

New Jersey American Water sent
correspondence regarding a petition to
change the levels of the purchased water
adjustment clause and purchased waste-
water treatment clause. Mayor Mahr
said it is a change of 0.6 percent.

Katherine Balch, a Fanwood Me-
morial Library board member, gave a
progress report on the library’s strate-
gic plan and library redesign.

In the area of Space and Safe Access,
the library board is awaiting the council’s
response to the board’s dynamic rede-
sign proposal to overhaul the library.
The proposal, Ms. Balch said, supports
the strategic plan goals to be ADA com-
pliant, to have engaging, more acces-
sible ground-floor spaces for young
children and their caregivers, flexible
areas, collaborative space and efficient
and effective space for staff.

In the area of technology, the library’s
technology infrastructure overhaul is
complete. This included a new network
and server, which increased the band-
width by a factor of four. New hardware
was installed. The library has transitioned
to a Windows environment. The data-
base service was expanded.

In the area of service training, the
board is in the process of developing a
new evaluation process to be imple-
mented this year.

In the area of Community Aware-
ness, the board has created a communi-
cation committee.

Pat Inlarp of the Dhammakaya Inter-
national Meditation Center of Fanwood
spoke to the council about the center
and invited the council to come to the
center to “reduce all of your stress and
gain peace of mind.” The center also is
involved with the schools and the youth
at the YMCA.

“You come every year to pay me a
visit to start the New Year off and talk to
me about what they are doing in the
community and talk about how we can
partner,” Mayor Mahr said. “I love that
you are in the schools.”

Brooks Crandall for The Westfield Leader
GAVE IT THEIR ALL... Scouts rest after finishing the Klondike Derby Saturday
in the Watchung Reservation.

EVERY GIRL’S DREAM...Lauren McDonough, a fourth grader, of Westfield,
took a “ride” on her very own snow pony.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

GW Planning
with a vote yes, you feed that cyni-
cism,” he said.

A few people in the audience did
speak in favor of the project, including
Garwood Board of Education Vice-
President Linda Groning and Terry
Brown of East Street, who called it a
“huge benefit” to the borough.

A potential snafu was brought be-
fore the board when Mr. McCarrick
noticed the site plans included sec-
ond-floor terraces that extended 10
feet from the foundation off the back
of the townhomes to within five feet of
the property line.

A borough ordinance would require
those decks to be at least 10.3 feet – or
10 percent of the width of the prop-
erty, 103 feet – from the line. Several
board members exchanged puzzled
glances when Mr. McCarrick asked if
a variance for that requirement was
sought and achieved in May.

The issue was defused when the
Villarauts agreed to limit the terraces,
which architect Glenn Potter said at
the January 14 meeting would not be
removed, to 4.7 feet.

The matter likely next goes before
New Jersey Superior Court Judge
Karen Cassidy, who has scheduled a
case management conference between
the opposing attorneys in the case for
Tuesday, February 24.

www.goleader.com


