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Westfield Fire Chief Dan Kelly Dies
Of Cancer at 54; Funeral on Saturday

County OKs Agreement For
Child-Seat Program in GW
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By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Westfield com-
munity is mourning the loss of Fire
Chief Dan Kelly, 54, who passed away
from cancer Tuesday morning. He had
served as fire chief for 10 years and had
been with the department for nearly 35
years.

A Westfielder for most of his life
since 1960, the Chief had lived in Sum-
mit for three years when he first got
married. Prior to being appointed Chief
in February 2005, he had served under
four chiefs during his tenure as a
firefighter.

Chief Kelly was appointed a volun-

teer with the department in the fall of
1978 following his graduation from
Westfield High School. During an in-
terview with The Westfield Leader in
2005, he credited his father, Dan Kelly,
Sr., a volunteer firefighter himself for
many years, for his interest in joining
the department.

When Chief Kelly was a child, he
and his mother were rescued by
Westfield firefighters from their apart-
ment above the old Westfield Leader
building on Elm Street. He said that the
fire, which started in The Leader’s print-
ing presses, was quickly extinguished.

However, firefighters evacuated their
apartment as a precaution.

“The memory of firefighters taking
us out of the building stays with me
today as if it just happened,” Chief
Kelly told The Leader during the 2005
interview.

Chief Kelly’s grandfather served for
a brief time as a chief of a volunteer
department in the Pittsburgh suburbs
before his grandparents moved to New
Jersey.

When reached for comment Tues-
day afternoon, Mayor Andrew Skib-
itsky released the following statement:

“Obviously, everyone here is
heartbroken....I have had the privilege
of working with Chief Dan Kelly for
almost 10 years to the day. The words
‘consummate professional and career
public servant’ do not do him justice.
Dan was much, much more than that.

“Westfield is Chief Kelly’s home-
town, and it was obvious to anyone
who came in contact with him that he
loved the town, he loved working for
the town, and he loved the professional
fire service. As he went about his day-
to-day responsibilities, he strongly be-
lieved in, and more importantly, dem-
onstrated, the traditional values of
honor, respect, ethics, protocol, dignity
and pride. I would like to say he dem-
onstrated these values when he was
both on duty and off duty, except that
Chief Kelly was never really ‘off duty’
– he worked tirelessly and was avail-
able 24/7, not only to tend to the needs
of the town and the fire service, but to
offer whatever assistance and profes-
sional expertise he could to me, to my
colleagues on the Town Council, and to
all of his fellow co-workers.

“His dedication to duty was bound-
less, especially during natural disasters
when, as OEM (Office of Emergency
Management) coordinator, he worked
for 24, 48, 72 hours straight – whatever
it took – with the county, state and
federal officials to make sure Westfield
was served to the maximum extent
possible.

“Make no mistake, though he rose
through the ranks and earned the title of
‘fire chief,’ professionally he was first
and foremost a firefighter. As such, he
vigorously advocated for those under
his command and for all those who

Garwood Planning Board Okays
Fourth Ave. Townhouse Devel.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholders approved a two-year
agreement Thursday night with the
Garwood Rescue Squad for use of
the squad’s property at 401 Second
Avenue for the county’s child-seat
inspection program.

Freeholder Vice-Chairman Bruce
Bergen noted that the program, ini-
tiated in 1999 at the county’s public
safety complex in Westfield, oper-
ates Wednesdays and Thursdays
from 7:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. The
program is sponsored by the county
public safety department and
funded by the New Jersey Division
of Highway Traffic Safety and AAA
New Jersey Automobile Club. Free-
holder Bergen said the county has
performed almost 50,000 child-seat
inspections since the program was
started.

Union County Public Safety Di-
rector Andrew Moran said AAA
Northeast,  1 Hanover Road,
Florham Park, will pick up the $200
monthly rental fee for use of the

facility. The program had been lo-
cated at AAA’s Springfield facility
on Route 22 since 2010, a facility
which has been closed.

Bruce Paterson of Garwood asked
if county personnel will be on scene
when the program is in operation.
Mr. Moran said county employees
will be present.

In other business, Summit Coun-
cil President Robert Rubino thanked
the board for approving a shared-
services agreement with Summit
and Calgene for installation of a
traffic signal at Calgene’s headquar-
ters driveway at the intersection of
Morris Avenue and Shunpike Road.
He said Calgene is building a new
corporate facility in the town which
will mean an additional 1,000 jobs.
He said Celgene is Summit’s larg-
est corporate tenant.

Mike Blackwell, executive direc-
tor of the First Tee of Raritan Val-
ley, thanked the board for approv-
ing the group for another year for
use of the Galloping Hill Golf
Course in Kenilworth. He said there

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The planning board
has unanimously approved the site
plan for a nine-townhome develop-
ment off Fourth Avenue at the end of
Walnut Street, essentially clearing the
way for construction to begin.

The proposal was given the okay
despite a deluge of complaints from
residents that outnumbered defenders
by a better than four-to-one margin.
The project still needs building per-
mits and faces a pending legal chal-
lenge.

After handouts were distributed to
nearly every home on the north side of
town in the week preceding, the Bor-
ough Hall meeting room was stand-
ing-room only for the January 28 hear-
ing, with more than a dozen people
rising to urge the board to reject the
plan.

Traffic, size, noise, aesthetics and
the appearance of political corruption
were among the many reasons given
for voting against the proposal. How-
ever, Board Attorney Donald Fraser,
along with a few members of the board,
somewhat sheepishly, pointed out that
those issues were discussed and dis-
missed when the board approved a use
variance – and five other waivers – in
May for property owners Angela and
Sandro Villaraut.

The variance allowed the Villarauts
to proceed with their project for the
property, which had been previously
approved for three single-family
homes.

Board member Craig McCarrick,
who attended the May meeting as an
alternate but was not permitted to vote,
indicated the outpouring of interest
and input from the public would have
been more influential eight months
earlier. However, he voted with Vice-
Chairwoman Kathleen Villaggio,
former Mayor Pat Quattrocchi,
Michael Vena, Gene Jannotti and Paul
Tarantino to okay the site plan in a 6-
0 vote.

Ms. Villaggio, Mr. Vena and Mr.
Jannotti voted for the use variance in
May.

Robert Scherer, one of two mem-
bers to vote against the use variance,
abstained after once more expressing
his displeasure with the project but
acknowledged that the site plan, not
the variance, was before the board.

Three of the four plaintiffs who

have filed suit in New Jersey Superior
Court contesting the May decision,
including Westfield Leader Publisher
Horace Corbin, spoke out against the
project.

Board member Bruce Paterson –
the lead plaintiff who voted against
the variances and recused himself from
further discussion on the project –
gave the most impassioned critique,
speaking for more than 20 minutes.

He claimed the board members were
“inattentive” when approving the use
variance, charging the Villarauts never
proved why they could not conform to
the single-family zoning ordinance
for the area.

Ileen Cuccaro, a licensed real estate
agent who was an alternate board mem-
ber last year and also is a plaintiff in
the lawsuit, read a prepared statement
that also harshly criticized the board.

She noted the history of the prop-
erty, which included mentioning the
previous owners who tried a similar
proposal but were rejected, leading to
the three-house determination. She
accused the board of rank unfairness,
denying the Hidi family its project but
allowing this one. It was a sentiment
echoed by Borough Councilman Jim
Mathieu, who said a perception ex-
isted within the community that the
Villarauts were politically connected
and that is why their project was ap-
proved.

“Rightly or wrongly, that is the view
in the community, a cynical view, and

From the Archives of The Westfield Leader
PROUD MOMENT…Chief Dan Kelly’s wife, Karen, attaches her husband’s new badge at his swearing-in ceremony in
February of 2005. Chief Kelly passed away Tuesday after a brief illness.
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Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
NEW AMBULANCE...Captain Eric Pastore of the Mountainside Rescue Squad
unveils a picture of the squad’s new ambulance for the Borough Council Tuesday
at the governing body’s work session.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
WHAT PRESSURE?…These students listen intently during a fourth-grade
spelling bee held January 28 at Westfield High School.
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Whether Your Real Estate Needs Are Local, National, or International
Your Move Is Our Move and We’re Ready To Assist You Every Step Of The Way.

Brooks Crandall for The Westfield Leader
MUSH!…Mountainside Troop No. 177 competes in the Klondike Derby on
Saturday in  the Watchung Reservation.

Squad Unveils Ambulance;
Award Nominees Sought
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — Captain Eric
Pastore of the Mountainside Rescue
Squad unveiled the squad’s new am-
bulance for officials at Tuesday
night’s borough council work ses-
sion meeting. The new ambulance
will replace a 1997 model.

It is a 2015 F350 4x4 designed by
PL Customs Emergency Vehicles of
Manasquan, N.J., Captain Pastore
told The Westfield Leader. The squad
has two ambulances.

In other business, the deadline for
nominations for the annual Mabel
Young Good Neighbor Award is Satur-
day, February 28, Recreation Director
Frank Masella announced. The award
was established in 1982 and is given to
someone who has made Mountainside
a better place to live, according to the
borough’s website. Mabel Young was
the first recipient. She was a contribut-
ing member of the Women’s Club,
United Way, PTA, Senior Citizens Club,
AAUW, Meals on Wheels and many
other organizations. She also served as
a library volunteer.

The website says that a nominee
would be someone who chooses to
spend his or her time making a posi-
tive impact on his or her street, in his
or her neighborhood, or on the entire
community. Nominations can be sent
to the Mountainside Good Neighbor
Committee, Borough Hall, 1385
Route 22, Mountainside, N.J. 07092,
or e-mailed to
fmasella@mountainside-nj.com.

The council also discussed chang-
ing a resolution to add a paragraph
that would identify the terms of hourly
pay for police officers who work side
jobs in other municipalities.

“When there are multiple officers
working on the same job…you have
our officers working for one rate and
their officers working for another. It
makes sense to be paid the rate they
are offered,” said Lieutenant Allan
Attanasio, officer in charge.

The council suggested adding to
the resolution wording that states in
the event a Mountainside police of-
ficer is to work in another jurisdic-
tion that the officer will receive the
hourly rate of that jurisdiction.

The council passed a resolution
authorizing the borough to begin the
re-bidding process for the cell phone
tower contract, which is currently
held by AT&T, and is to expire this
month. The council also approved
bills and claims amounting to some
$60,000 to be paid.

Borough Administrator Jim Debbie
discussed having a “passport book”
be printed that would have pertinent
details for residents of Mountainside.
The book would exclude all names of
department heads and council mem-
bers, “so we don’t have to print more
books,” Mr. Debbie explained. He
said the book would refer residents to
the website.

An order of 500 books would cost
$450, Mr. Debbie said. They would
be sent to new residents, and be avail-
able at Borough Hall.


