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Year in Review January to May: Westfield Mourns Loss of Fire Chief,
Mirabella Appointed Manager of SP, Cranford Loses Historic Tree

JANUARY
Westfield

The board of education swore in
newly elected members, Christopher
Langhart and Peggy Oster, and re-
turning member, Mark Friedman. All
three were elected in November to
three-year terms.

The recreation commission mem-
bers provided the public with an over-
view of the three largest projects
scheduled for the new year, which
were: refurbishment of the tennis
courts at Tamaques Park, possible
replacement of the bathrooms at
Memorial Field, and repairs to the
baseball fields at the Gumbert Park
complex. Karen Petruzzi, an active
member of the community for more
than 17 years, was appointed as a
new “alternate” member.

The planning board heard an ap-
plication for Vine Ripe, which will
feature Italian food specialties and
also sell fresh produce. It is to be
located on the former Lindeman
Buick property.

The board of education heard the
concerns of three parents who ob-
jected to the PARCC (Partnership for
Assessment of Readiness for College
and Careers) math and language arts
test, which will be given in the spring
using computers instead of pencil
and paper.

The area at St. Marks Avenue where
a dump truck fell into a hole and
damaged the storm sewer system was
repaired at a cost of $131,000.

Cranford
Mayor Andis Kalnins was ap-

pointed to a second year as mayor, a
rarity in the township committee,
which has seen 36 mayors serve the
township in the last 40 years.

The township committee passed a
resolution opposing the Pilgrim Pipe-
line.

The township appealed to New Jer-
sey Superior Court a New Jersey
Department of Environmental Pro-
tection (DEP) decision to grant a

permit to Cranford Development As-
sociates (CDA) for a housing devel-
opment at 215 and 235 Birchwood
Avenue. The decision came after the
DEP commissioner denied the
township’s initial appeal.

The township committee autho-
rized the appointment of a part-time
health specialist with the health de-
partment at a rate of $30 per day. The
position was previously paid by the
Westfield Regional Board of Health,
where the position was as a full-time
employee.

Fanwood
Re-elected Councilmen Kevin

Boris and Russell Huegel, of the all-
Democratic Borough Council, were
sworn in to new terms on New Year’s
Day as the council held its reorgani-
zation meeting.

New Jersey American Water re-
placed 4,400 feet of 48-inch pipe
along Madison Avenue on the corner
of Willow Avenue, as well as Cortland
Avenue, Westfield Avenue and
Martine Avenue.

Fanwood residents Amanda
Barnett, Courtney Agnelo and
Michelle Shapiro-Abraham were
chosen Volunteers-of-the-Month by
Mayor Colleen Mahr for their work
on the Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of
Service Program. The three women
started the program six years ago.

Garwood
Former seven-term councilman

Charles Lombardo took the reins as
Garwood’s 30th mayor on January 2,
stating his focus for the upcoming
year as parking, redevelopment and
tax impact.

The borough is facing a $90,000
increase, or about $45 per home, in
the upcoming year from the Rahway
Valley Sewerage Authority (RVSA).

Anger, sarcasm and criticism from
the public were apparent at a nearly
three-hour planning board meeting,
as a panel reduced to six members
heard the application for a disputed
nine-townhome development off

Fourth Avenue.
About a dozen parents of first-grade

students returned for a second time in
three months to ask the board of edu-
cation (BOE) to add another class to
reduce the teacher-pupil ratio.

Mountainside
Municipal Judge James DeRose

administered the oath of office for
new three-year terms to Council-
woman Deanna Andre and Council-
man Keith Turner and swore in new
members of the volunteer fire and the
rescue squad.

Scotch Plains
Democrats regained control of the

township council, with the swearing-
in of two new members giving the
party control of four of the five seats
on the government body.

Alexander Mirabella, a county free-
holder from Fanwood, was named
the new municipal manager and said
his first priority is getting to work on
the 2015 township budget.

Evan Murray and Warren McFall
of Scotch Plains and Jeanne Cleary
of Fanwood were sworn in as board
of education members.

Mayor Kevin Glover said he fa-
vored disbanding the committee that
was formed last year to come up with
new ideas for boosting business ac-
tivity in the downtown.

Ken Anderson was ousted as chair-
man of the zoning board of adjust-
ment and replaced by Anthony
Gialanella, who joined the board two
years ago.

The township council gave its for-
mal approval to an employment con-
tract for Mr. Mirabella, who was ap-
pointed to his position on January 1.
Mayor Glover said the contract was
open-ended, with “no term to it,” and
that Mr. Mirabella’s annual salary
would be $145,000, slightly more
than 20 percent higher than the salary
paid to former manager Jerry Giaimis.

Fourteen teachers were given the
Governor’s Educator of the Year Award.

Regional
Rahway Valley Sewerage Author-

ity reported that overall, the assess-
ments for member towns decreased
by $266,500 to $24,710,000 or a 1-
percent reduction.

Union County moved its child seat
inspection program to the Garwood
Rescue Squad property, located at
401 Second Avenue.

The region lucked out as an his-
toric blizzard that was predicted to
bring two to three feet of snow to
New Jersey shifted 50 to 75 miles to
the east, leaving local towns here in
Union County with between six and
10 inches of snow. The website
weathernj.com admitted the blizzard
forecast was a ‘“major bust.”

Assemblyman John Wisniewski
(D-19, Sayreville), who chairs the
Assembly’s Transportation and In-
dependent Authorities Committee,
said he supported raising the state’s
gasoline tax by 25 cents per gallon in
order to fund the Transportation Trust
Fund, which he said would generate
$1.025 billion annually.

An Office of the State Comptroller
(OSC) investigation has found that
Union County paid in excess of $1.5
million over a four-year period to the
Union County Alliance (UCA) that
produced a biannual newsletter and
little else in return for the public’s
money.

FEBRUARY
Westfield

The Westfield community mourned
the loss of Fire Chief Dan Kelly, 54,
who passed away from cancer. He
had served as fire chief for 10 years
and had been with the department for
nearly 35 years.

Peter Franks, a trustee of the
Westfield Soccer Association, asked
the board of education to allow tem-
porary lights to be used at Kehler
Stadium in order for the Westfield
Soccer Association and the lacrosse
teams to practice from mid-March

through April. Residents of homes
near Kehler petitioned the board to
turn down the application.

A bond ordinance was approved
for Tamaques Park tennis court reno-
vation project that will entail resur-
facing the eight tennis courts at
Tamaques Park in addition to widen-
ing them.

Cranford
The fire department requested to

increase its manpower by three — by
adding a deputy chief and two
firefighters. It also requested to rein-
state an administrative officer posi-
tion. The total additional cost for the
deputy chief and two firefighters
would be $230,000 for 2015.

The township committee passed a
resolution authorizing the mayor to
enter into a settlement agreement with
Government Strategy Group, a con-
sultant that provided chief financial
officer services for a period of ap-
proximately two years. The township
has since hired an in-house chief fi-
nancial officer.

Township Engineer Carl O’Brien
said the North Avenue Train Station
Plaza Pedestrian Improvements
Project would result in a loss of 22
parking spaces on North Avenue in
front of the Cranford station.

The township committee recog-
nized the 37 years of service Fire
Chief Leonard Dolan III. Mr. Dolan
was to retire March 1, and Fire Cap-
tain Dean Russamano was appointed
as acting fire chief.

The township amended its land
development ordinance after Zoning
Officer Bob Hudak realized the build-
ing coverage limits made it nearly
impossible for homeowners to build

an addition to their house without
having to apply for a variance.

Florio, Perrucci, Steinhardt and
Fader was approved 4-1 by the town-
ship committee to provide legal ser-
vices on affordable housing issues
for 2015. Commissioner Tom
Hannen, Jr., the lone Democrat on
the committee, voted against the reso-
lution. Phil Morin is an attorney with
the firm and had previously repre-
sented the township in the Birchwood
litigation and previously served as
Union County Republican chairman
and is a former mayor of Cranford.

Fanwood
Borough officials unanimously

passed an ordinance that establishes
the eligibility of commercial and in-
dustrial structures for exemption and
abatement.

A fire where a local rabbi lives on
Kempshall Terrace erupted February
2, Mayor Colleen Mahr announced,
saying an electrical baseboard heat-
ing unit located in a room above the
garage was the possible cause.

Borough Chief Financial Officer

Brian Trusdell for The Westfield Leader
DISPUTED...Civil Engineer Thomas Quinn explains the plans for a proposed
nine-townhouse development off 484 Fourth Avenue to the Garwood Planning
Board and the public at the board’s January 14 meeting. Potter Architects’
rendering of the disputed proposal is shown in the inset.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
UP, UP AND AWAY… These youngsters enjoy one of the rides featured during
Sunday’s Spring Fling street fair sponsored by the Greater Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfeld Leader
AT ATTENTION... Members of the Westfield Fire Department stand at attention
outside the Church of St. Helen on Saturday morning for the funeral of Fire Chief
Dan Kelly.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
WAS ELSA VISITING CRANFORD?... This ice sculpture of Olaf was a creation
of Robert Schott of Springfield Avenue in Cranford.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
TAKING THE FIELD...Teams run on to the field as they are announced during
opening day festivities for the baseball season at the new Garwood Sports and
Recreation Complex.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
HAVING A BLAST...Families enjoyed the snow non-event by sledding and tubing
at Unami Park in Cranford. The storm, which was predicted to be a blizzard,
turned into a mere five-inch snowfall as the storm moved to the east leaving parts
of New York and Massachusettes with upwards of two feet of fresh powder.

Merry Christmas!
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Year in Review
Fred Tomkins was appointed to the
newly created position of deputy
administrator at a salary of $20,000
a year.

The Fanwood Recreation Com-
mission survey results showed the
construction of a pavilion at Forest
Road Park received the most posi-
tive response, which was met with
support from the mayor’s office,
along with having the playground
rebuilt at LaGrande Park.

Garwood
The planning board unanimously

approved the site plan for a nine-
townhome development off Fourth
Avenue at the end of Walnut Street,
essentially clearing the way for con-
struction to begin. The proposal was
given the okay despite a deluge of
complaints from residents that out-
numbered defenders by a better than
4-1 margin.

Borough Councilman Jim
Mathieu balked at authorizing
$34,305.81 to Police Sergeant
Mario Morelli for vacation, holi-
days, sick time, personal time and
other hours for 2015.

About two dozen teachers and
their supporters — clad in red —
made a visible presence at a board
of education meeting, two days be-
fore the first scheduled meeting
between the Garwood Education
Association and district officials
before a mediator. An impasse in
negotiations was declared in Octo-
ber by the union, sending the mat-
ter to mediation for the third con-
secutive time.

Rahway Valley Sewerage Author-
ity (RVSA) officials told the bor-
ough council that Garwood’s waste
flow has remained flat, but its pro-
portion among the 14 municipali-
ties within the coalition has jumped,
resulting in a 16-percent increase
in the borough’s assessment this
year. The spike of $86,428 equates
to an approximately $45 increase
per home assessed at $100,000.

Mountainside
Captain Eric Pastore of the Moun-

tainside Rescue Squad unveiled the
squad’s new ambulance for offi-
cials at a borough council work
session meeting.

Allan Attanasio was promoted to
police chief in a ceremony held at a
packed Mountainside Borough
Council meeting.

A standing-room only crowd
packed the Beechwood School’s li-
brary to review an architectural pre-
sentation on the proposed renova-

tions to Deerfield School and to dis-
cuss the Berkeley Heights’ school
district’s request for a tuition pay-
ment of more than $900,000 as part
of its send–receive agreement under
which Mountainside high school stu-
dents attend Governor Livingston
High School.

Scotch Plains
School District Business Admin-

istrator Deborah Saridaki said the
special-education portion of the
2015-2016 proposed budget would
increase $98,747 from the current
year’s budget to a total of
$17,424,061.

Representatives from the major
youth sports leagues expressed their
concerns about a proposed ordi-
nance to abolish the township rec-
reation commission, replace it with
a less-independent committee and
mandate that the township recre-
ation director report directly to the
township manager.

The township council voted to
disband the business district devel-
opment committee that was formed
last year to formulate ideas for revi-
talizing the central business dis-
trict. Mayor Kevin Glover instead
signaled his support for reviving
the moribund Special Improvement
District that was formed seven years
ago and has been in limbo for the
past year.

The board of education approved
a resolution allocating $32,000 for
Potter Architects to oversee secu-
rity upgrades which involves in-
stalling security systems at Brunner,
Coles, School One, Park Middle
School and Terrill Middle School.

County
The Union County Freeholders

approved a two-year agreement
with the Garwood Rescue Squad
for use of the squad’s property at
401 Second Avenue for the county’s
child-seat inspection program.

MARCH
Westfield

David Kelly was sworn in as the
town’s new fire chief, replacing his
recently deceased brother, Dan
Kelly.

Soccer and lacrosse teams will
start training under lights at Kehler
Stadium after a pilot program was
approved by the board of education.

The Christie Administration re-
leased state school-aid figures for
fiscal year 2016: The Westfield School
District will receive $2,956,317 —
the same level as last year.

The town council introduced a

$38,671,928 municipal budget for
2015, $935,421 higher than 2014.
The owner of an average assessed
home of $179,850 would see their
municipal property taxes increase
by about $50.

Cranford
The township approved an ordi-

nance to designate preferential park-
ing zones on South Union Avenue
between Washington Place and
Christopher Street that restricts park-
ing to two hours from 9 a.m. to noon
except on weekends and holidays.

The township committee voted
to remove “Old Peppy,” the 200-
year-old Pepperidge tree in Lin-
coln Park. The tree’s fate has been
debated for five years after limbs
fell and crushed a fence. Several
tree companies weighed in on what
to do with the tree, with one firm
recommending supporting the tree
while others have recommended
removing it because rot has made it
a potential safety hazard.

The Christie Administration re-
leased state school-aid figures for
fiscal year 2016: The Cranford School
District will receive $2,309,995 —
the same level as last year.

The planning board approved an
amended final site plan for an addi-
tion to the PSE&G substation off
South Avenue near the Parkway and
the Conrail train tracks.

Fanwood
The borough council said it was

an oversight that members of the
volunteer fire department and the
rescue squad have not yet been paid
for points accumulated in the
borough’s Length of Service Award
Program (LoSAP).

Mayor Colleen Mahr announced
that she will run for re-election to a
fourth term in November.

The borough council met in an
effort to make cuts to the proposed
2015 municipal budget after realiz-
ing that the current plan would re-
sult in a drastic average property
tax increase for homeowners. Chief
Financial Officer Fred Tomkins said
when assembling the tentative 2015
budget, a 2-percent increase was
anticipated for Union County taxes,
but subsequent information showed
that the increase would be closer to
a 2.78 percent.

Garwood
Borough council members re-

ceived their first look at an amend-
ment to the local parking ordinance
that would expand residential pref-
erential permit zones from Anchor
Place, Myrtle Avenue and Willow
Avenue to 10 other streets on both
the north and south sides of town.

The Christie Administration re-
leased state school-aid figures for
fiscal year 2016: The Garwood
School District will receive $448,267
— the same level as last year.

The planning board postponed a
vote to memorialize its decision to
grant final site plan approval for a
nine-townhouse development off
Fourth Avenue. The delay resulted
from an unclear motion as well as
several typographical errors in the
resolution. The project is the sub-
ject of a lawsuit by four Garwood
residents.

The board of education and the
teachers’ union reached tentative
agreement on a new contract.

Mountainside
Mayor Paul Mirabelli presented

a preview of the proposed 2015
municipal budget that would result
in the average homeowner seeing a
tax increase of $82, a significant
reduction from last year’s average
increase of $146

The Christie Administration re-
leased state school-aid figures for
fiscal year 2016: The Mountainside
School District will receive $492,364
— the same level as last year.

Scotch Plains
The township budget that was in-

troduced March 17 included no in-
crease in property tax bills this year,
despite spending increasing from
$24.3 million to $24.6 million.

Nearly two years after opposi-
tion from residents and township
officials thwarted their plans, rep-
resentatives from a development
company expressed interest in mak-
ing a new effort to turn the Parker
Gardens property into a retirement
community.

The planning board gave approv-
als to T-Mobile Northeast to keep
in place its cellular telephone an-

tennas at two temporary sites on the
south side of town, but board mem-
bers sharply warned the company
that it needed to restore its antennas
to permanent spots on PSE&G
transmission towers by April 2016.

The Christie Administration released
state school-aid figures for fiscal year
2016: The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
School District will get $2,947,508 —
the same level as last year.

The council voted to abolish the
township recreation commission, a
move that proponents said would
streamline municipal operations by
having the township recreation di-
rector report directly to the town-
ship manager rather than to the com-
mission. Prior to the council’s vote,
several representatives of local
youth sports leagues spoke in op-
position to the move.

County
Several residents spoke to the

county freeholder board about the
scandal surrounding Asw. Linda
Stender (D-22, Scotch Plains) and
her husband. The couple’s Jersey
Shore home was rebuilt after
Superstorm Sandy using charity
funds despite questions about the
Stenders qualifications to receive
such financing.

Mrs. Stender announced that she
would not seek re-election to her
Assembly seat in November.

The Union County Freeholders
fiscal affairs committee began its
hearings on the proposed $492-mil-
lion county budget.

In an effort to cut down on em-
ployee abuses that are increasing
overtime costs, the freeholder board
adopted a new sick leave and work-
ers’ compensation policy.

APRIL
Westfield

The attempt by the Historical
Preservation Commission to desig-
nate Walnut Street between Elm
Street and Mountain Avenue as a
historic district seemed to have been
stopped by a petition signed by 20
percent of residents who opposed
the move.

Members of the recreation com-
mission agreed to authorize deter-
mining the feasibility of installing
artificial turf at Field 4 at the lower
end of the upper part of Tamaques
Park.

A complaint was filed by Greg
Kasko challenging the temporary
lights on the turf field at Kehler
Stadium. Mr. Kasko claimed that
local statutes prohibit “the use of
mechanical equipment which makes
loud and disturbing noises,” and said
the generators used to power the
temporary lights on the Kehler field
would violate the statute.

The town council approved the
$42,056,432 municipal budget for
2015, with $26,652,159 in prop-
erty taxes being raised.

The board of education approved
the $103,980,943 budget for the
2015-2016 school year, with
$94,983,106 in property taxes be-
ing raised.

Cranford
Captain Daniel Czeh was pro-

moted to fire chief.
Joining numerous other school

boards around the state, the board
of education informed state offi-
cials of its opposition to the pro-
posed transfer of pension responsi-
bility to local municipalities. Cur-
rently, the state is responsible for
three major components of school
district employee benefits: pension,
Social Security taxes and post-re-
tirement health care.

The board of education unveiled
its $58,043,273 budget for 2015-
2016, which is 1.70 percent higher
than the previous spending plan.
The owner of a home assessed at
$181,000 will see an $88.95 in-
crease in the school portion of their
property-tax bill.

Fanwood
Kathleen Case was sworn in as

the first woman police officer in
Fanwood’s history.

A new, scaled-down design of
the skateboard park proposed for
Forest Road Park was unveiled. The
revisions were necessitated by bids
that were all higher than the pro-
jected budget for the project.

Garwood
The planning board declared the

Garwood Paperboard plant prop-
erty on North Avenue to be an “area
in need of redevelopment” and for-

warded its recommendation to the
borough council for further action.
This was the first step in possibly
transforming the 4.54-acre plot on
the east edge of the borough —
presently a largely vacant four-
story, 115-year-old structure with
smaller buildings — into another
use such as an age-restricted hous-
ing unit and/or nursing home.

The borough council approved a
four-year contract with the police
union.

Several residents spoke at a bor-
ough council meeting to criticize
councilman Jim Mathieu for a satiri-
cal letter in a recent edition of The
Westfield Leader. The letter sarcas-
tically criticized the $3.2-million rec-
reation complex that opened in De-
cember 2014. Specifically, Mr.
Mathieu lampooned the $6,800 spent
to include a court for bocce, a lawn
bowling game of Italian origin.

The borough council adopted a
$7.8-million municipal budget for
2015 that will raise property taxes
on the average home by $85.

Mountainside
More than half a dozen military

veterans joined Veterans of Foreign
Wars Post No. 10136 Cmdr. Timo-
thy McLaughlin to ask the borough
council to support their planned
renovations to the Veterans Memo-
rial Park at Constitution Plaza.

Scotch Plains
Supporters said they have gar-

nered more than enough petition
signatures to force a referendum on
whether to reverse the township
council’s vote to abolish the recre-
ation commission.

After hearing concerns about po-
tential parking problems, the plan-
ning board agreed to extend a hear-
ing until May on an application
seeking to develop an empty lot
next to the rescue squad headquar-
ters on Bartle Avenue into a mixed-
use building. The property owner is
seeking approval to build a three-
story building that will have com-
mercial space on the ground floor
and two apartments each on the
second and third floors.

The council unanimously ap-
proved the 2015 municipal budget
of $24,56,946, with the property
tax levy remaining flat for the first
time in 15 years. “It’s finally hap-
pened,” proclaimed Mayor Kevin
Glover, who has pushed for a zero-
tax increase over the course of his
seven years on the governing body.

Township Clerk Bonnie Lacina
certified the petition calling for a
voter referendum on whether to re-
peal the council’s decision to abol-
ish the township recreation com-
mission. If the council failed to
take action to reverse its decision, a
referendum would take place on
July 21.

County
Several residents spoke to the

county freeholder board about the
scandal surrounding Aswm. Linda
Stender (D-22, Scotch Plains), her
husband and their Jersey Shore
home that was rebuilt  after
Superstorm Sandy using charity
funds despite questions about the
Stenders qualifications to receive
such financing.

Mrs. Stender announced that she
would not seek re-election to her
Assembly seat in November.

The Union County Freeholders
fiscal affairs committee began its
hearings on the proposed $492 mil-
lion county budget.

In an effort to cut down on em-
ployee abuses that are increasing
overtime costs, the freeholder board
adopted a new sick leave and work-
ers’ compensation policy.

MAY
Westfield

The planning board okayed the
division of a 10,000-square-foot lot
on Ripley Avenue, razing the present
ranch home to create two 5,100-
square foot lots (900 feet smaller
than permitted) for two houses.

The town council swore in four
new firefighters and promoted six
others at its May 12 meeting.

More than two dozen para-pro-
fessionals attended the school
board’s monthly meeting to urge
reconsideration of the decision to
reduce 50 percent of the district’s
“instructional support staff” to part-
time with no fringe benefits. The
decision was said to save the dis-
trict $1 million.

An ordinance was proposed to
place more restrictions on the re-
moval of “mature” trees by either
developers or homeowners. The
council also reauthorized the ap-
propriation of $3.4 million for the
repaving of Lawrence Avenue from
Roanoke Road to Mountain Avenue.
The money also was to go for re-
paving of other roads and striping.

Cranford
The township committee ap-

proved the purchase of two parking
pay stations for $10,000 and
awarded a $331,000 contract for
parking lot improvement at the
municipal building.

Township Engineer Carl O’Brien
reported the low bid for the train
station pedestrian plaza had been
submitted at $1.19 million, about
$10,000 less than the amount bud-
geted for the project.

Three firefighters were promoted
and the township council approved
a $189,828 budget for the Down-
town Management Corporation.
The amount was about $10,000
more than the previous year.

The final edition of The Cranford
Chronicle was published in the last
week of May.

Fanwood
A $9.97 million municipal bud-

get was officially introduced at the
May 5 council meeting, a $274,000
increase from the previous year or
$131 for the average home.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
school board unanimously ap-
proved a budget of $86.4 million
for the 2015-2016 year, a $2.4 mil-
lion increase from the previous year.
Its numbers translated into a 3.73
percent increased tax levy on the
average home in Scotch Plains, or
about $285. For Fanwood homes,
the tax levy increased .79 percent
or $52 per average home.

Garwood
A proposed expansion of prefer-

ential residential permit parking was
returned to committee after the bor-
ough council heard from nearly a
dozen residents who voiced con-
cerns or complaints.

The school board adopted its
2015-2016 budget, increasing
spending by 1.44 percent to $8.7
million and a tax levy increase of
$217 for the average homeowner.
The tax levy was an $84 jump from
the $133 hike the year before.

The board also extended its shared
services contract with the Moun-
tainside School District for schools’
administrator Eric Larson for three
years. Mr. Larson joined the
Garwood district in 2014.

Councilwoman Ann Tarantino an-
nounced the parking committee’s
plans to walk door-to-door to the
businesses on North and South av-
enues to gather information on their
employees’ parking habits. The
move followed the decision earlier
in the month to return a proposed
expansion of preferred residential
permit parking to the committee.

Mountainside
The Borough Council accepted a

grant of $180,000 from the state
Department of Transportation to re-
surface a portion of Wood Valley
Road, and it also accepted a $10,000
Local Access Community grant
from Comcast.

Scotch Plains
The planning board took testi-

mony in the first of five hearings on
a proposed 5,000-square-foot Wawa
convenience store for the eastbound
side of U.S. Route 22 at the corner
of Glenside Avenue on the site of
the current Sanguiliano Garden
Center. A standing-room-only
crowd of 150 persevered through a
two-hour session that ended in a
dispute over whether Wawa had
followed proper procedure with re-
gard to environmental impact.

The township council moved to
repeal its decision to abolish the
recreation commission, a decision
that had been enacted in March.

Regional
Forty-four non-tenured teachers

in the Union County Vocational-
Technical Schools were given no-
tices of termination as the school
board looked to close a $400,000
budget deficit, drawing a chorus of
opposition from teachers, students,
parents and residents. Sixteen of
the 44 vo-tech teachers given ter-
mination notices earlier in the
month were reinstated.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
GOOD BYE, OLD PEPPY…Old Peppy, the 250-year-old pepperidge tree inside
Lincoln Park in Cranford, was torn down in April after the township committee
voted in March to have it taken down as a safety precaution following a
recommendation in a report issued by a tree expert.

Brooks Crandall for The Westfield Leader
SHOWING THEIR PATRIOTISM …These youngsters wave the American Flag
in support of veterans in the Westfield Memorial Day Parade.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
DANCE PARTY…The Cranford Public Library holds a dance party on Valentine’s
Day in its Raddin Room.The kids made Valentine’s hats and crafts, then danced
to some kid-friendly tunes.
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Year in Review January to May: Westfield Mourns Loss of Fire Chief,
Mirabella Appointed Manager of SP, Cranford Loses Historic Tree

JANUARY
Westfield

The board of education swore in
newly elected members, Christopher
Langhart and Peggy Oster, and re-
turning member, Mark Friedman. All
three were elected in November to
three-year terms.

The recreation commission mem-
bers provided the public with an over-
view of the three largest projects
scheduled for the new year, which
were: refurbishment of the tennis
courts at Tamaques Park, possible
replacement of the bathrooms at
Memorial Field, and repairs to the
baseball fields at the Gumbert Park
complex. Karen Petruzzi, an active
member of the community for more
than 17 years, was appointed as a new
“alternate” member.

The planning board heard an appli-
cation for Vine Ripe, which will fea-
ture Italian food specialties and also
sell fresh produce. It is to be located
on the former Lindeman Buick prop-
erty.

The board of education heard the
concerns of three parents who ob-
jected to the PARCC (Partnership for
Assessment of Readiness for College
and Careers) math and language arts
test, which will be given in the spring
using computers instead of pencil and
paper.

The area at St. Marks Avenue where
a dump truck fell into a hole and
damaged the storm sewer system was
repaired at a cost of $131,000.

Cranford
Mayor Andis Kalnins was ap-

pointed to a second year as mayor, a
rarity in the township committee,
which has seen 36 mayors serve the
township in the last 40 years.

The township committee passed a
resolution opposing the Pilgrim Pipe-
line.

The township appealed to New Jer-

sey Superior Court a New Jersey
Department of Environmental Pro-
tection (DEP) decision to grant a per-
mit to Cranford Development Asso-
ciates (CDA) for a housing develop-
ment at 215 and 235 Birchwood Av-
enue. The decision came after the
DEP commissioner denied the
township’s initial appeal.

The township committee autho-
rized the appointment of a part-time
health specialist with the health de-
partment at a rate of $30 per day. The
position was previously paid by the
Westfield Regional Board of Health,
where the position was as a full-time
employee.

Fanwood
Re-elected Councilmen Kevin

Boris and Russell Huegel, of the all-
Democratic Borough Council, were
sworn in to new terms on New Year’s
Day as the council held its reorgani-
zation meeting.

New Jersey American Water re-
placed 4,400 feet of 48-inch pipe
along Madison Avenue on the corner
of Willow Avenue, as well as Cortland
Avenue, Westfield Avenue and
Martine Avenue.

Fanwood residents Amanda
Barnett, Courtney Agnelo and
Michelle Shapiro-Abraham were cho-
sen Volunteers-of-the-Month by
Mayor Colleen Mahr for their work
on the Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of
Service Program. The three women
started the program six years ago.

Garwood
Former seven-term councilman

Charles Lombardo took the reins as
Garwood’s 30th mayor on January 2,
stating his focus for the upcoming
year as parking, redevelopment and
tax impact.

The borough is facing a $90,000
increase, or about $45 per home, in
the upcoming year from the Rahway
Valley Sewerage Authority (RVSA).

Anger, sarcasm and criticism from
the public were apparent at a nearly
three-hour planning board meeting,
as a panel reduced to six members
heard the application for a disputed
nine-townhome development off
Fourth Avenue.

About a dozen parents of first-grade
students returned for a second time in
three months to ask the board of edu-
cation (BOE) to add another class to
reduce the teacher-pupil ratio.

Mountainside
Municipal Judge James DeRose

administered the oath of office for
new three-year terms to Council-
woman Deanna Andre and Council-
man Keith Turner and swore in new
members of the volunteer fire and the
rescue squad.

Scotch Plains
Democrats regained control of the

township council, with the swearing-
in of two new members giving the
party control of four of the five seats
on the government body.

Alexander Mirabella, a county free-
holder from Fanwood, was named
the new municipal manager and said
his first priority is getting to work on
the 2015 township budget.

Evan Murray and Warren McFall
of Scotch Plains and Jeanne Cleary of
Fanwood were sworn in as board of
education members.

Mayor Kevin Glover said he fa-
vored disbanding the committee that
was formed last year to come up with
new ideas for boosting business ac-
tivity in the downtown.

Ken Anderson was ousted as chair-
man of the zoning board of adjust-
ment and replaced by Anthony
Gialanella, who joined the board two
years ago.

The township council gave its for-
mal approval to an employment con-
tract for Mr. Mirabella, who was ap-
pointed to his position on January 1.
Mayor Glover said the contract was
open-ended, with “no term to it,” and

that Mr. Mirabella’s annual salary
would be $145,000, slightly more
than 20 percent higher than the salary
paid to former manager Jerry Giaimis.

Fourteen teachers were given the
Governor’s Educator of the Year
Award.

Regional
Rahway Valley Sewerage Author-

ity reported that overall, the assess-
ments for member towns decreased
by $266,500 to $24,710,000 or a 1-
percent reduction.

Union County moved its child seat
inspection program to the Garwood
Rescue Squad property, located at
401 Second Avenue.

The region lucked out as an his-
toric blizzard that was predicted to
bring two to three feet of snow to New
Jersey shifted 50 to 75 miles to the
east, leaving local towns here in Union
County with between six and 10 inches
of snow. The website weathernj.com
admitted the blizzard forecast was a
‘“major bust.”

Assemblyman John Wisniewski (D-
19, Sayreville), who chairs the
Assembly’s Transportation and Inde-
pendent Authorities Committee, said
he supported raising the state’s gaso-
line tax by 25 cents per gallon in order
to fund the Transportation Trust Fund,
which he said would generate $1.025
billion annually.

An Office of the State Comptroller
(OSC) investigation has found that
Union County paid in excess of $1.5
million over a four-year period to the
Union County Alliance (UCA) that
produced a biannual newsletter and
little else in return for the public’s
money.

FEBRUARY
Westfield

The Westfield community mourned
the loss of Fire Chief Dan Kelly, 54,
who passed away from cancer. He
had served as fire chief for 10 years
and had been with the department for
nearly 35 years.

Peter Franks, a trustee of the
Westfield Soccer Association, asked
the board of education to allow tem-
porary lights to be used at Kehler
Stadium in order for the Westfield
Soccer Association and the lacrosse
teams to practice from mid-March
through April. Residents of homes
near Kehler petitioned the board to
turn down the application.

A bond ordinance was approved
for Tamaques Park tennis court reno-
vation project that will entail resur-
facing the eight tennis courts at
Tamaques Park in addition to widen-
ing them.

Cranford
The fire department requested to

increase its manpower by three — by
adding a deputy chief and two
firefighters. It also requested to rein-
state an administrative officer posi-
tion. The total additional cost for the
deputy chief and two firefighters
would be $230,000 for 2015.

The township committee passed a
resolution authorizing the mayor to
enter into a settlement agreement with
Government Strategy Group, a con-
sultant that provided chief financial
officer services for a period of ap-
proximately two years. The township
has since hired an in-house chief fi-
nancial officer.

Township Engineer Carl O’Brien
said the North Avenue Train Station
Plaza Pedestrian Improvements
Project would result in a loss of 22
parking spaces on North Avenue in
front of the Cranford station.

The township committee recog-
nized the 37 years of service Fire
Chief Leonard Dolan III. Mr. Dolan
was to retire March 1, and Fire Cap-
tain Dean Russamano was appointed

as acting fire chief.
The township amended its land

development ordinance after Zoning
Officer Bob Hudak realized the build-
ing coverage limits made it nearly
impossible for homeowners to build
an addition to their house without
having to apply for a variance.

Florio, Perrucci, Steinhardt and
Fader was approved 4-1 by the town-
ship committee to provide legal ser-
vices on affordable housing issues
for 2015. Commissioner Tom
Hannen, Jr., the lone Democrat on the
committee, voted against the resolu-
tion. Phil Morin is an attorney with
the firm and had previously repre-
sented the township in the Birchwood
litigation and previously served as
Union County Republican chairman
and is a former mayor of Cranford.

Fanwood
Borough officials unanimously

passed an ordinance that establishes
the eligibility of commercial and in-
dustrial structures for exemption and
abatement.

A fire where a local rabbi lives on
Kempshall Terrace erupted February

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Photo Courtesy of Sean Conklin via YouTube
FANWOOD FIRE...The garage of the Lukoil gas station on North Avenue in
Fanwood caught fire in April. Fire departments from Fanwood, Scotch Plains,
Westfield and Linden responded to battle the blaze. While the building was
destroyed by the fire, no injuries were reported.

Photo Courtesy of Brian Horton
A JOB WELL DONE... Sherry and Joe Cole and their children, Jamie and 2-year-
old Jonathon, pose with Patrolman Ryan Gilmore, left, and Sgt. Marc Gottlick of
the Fanwood Police Department. The officers, who delivered the baby last fall,
were honored at a borough council meeting in May for their efforts.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HERE COMES THE BAND... A major part of the annual Memorial Day Parade
in Scotch Plains-Fanwood is participation by the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School Raider Marching Band.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CIVIL RIGHTS PIONEER...Township resident and civil rights pioneer Charles
Taylor, center, stands with his family and members of the township council in
March after being presented with resolutions honoring his achievements.

Brian Horton for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
A TOAST TO THE IRISH… . Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr, center, leads the
crowd in a toast at Fanwood’s fifth annual Irish Festival in Fanwood in March.
The event, a benefit for the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Music Boosters, was spon-
sored by Oh’ Brian’s Pourhouse and the Fanwood Business and Professional
Association.

Courtesy of Brian Horton
CELEBRATING SERVICE...The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Chorale,
directed by Matthew Axelrod, performs at the opening ceremonies for the sixth
annual Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of Service at the Fanwood-Scotch Plains
YMCA in January.
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Year in Review
2, Mayor Colleen Mahr announced,
saying an electrical baseboard heat-
ing unit located in a room above the
garage was the possible cause.

Borough Chief Financial Officer
Fred Tomkins was appointed to the
newly created position of deputy ad-
ministrator at a salary of $20,000 a
year.

The Fanwood Recreation Commis-
sion survey results showed the con-
struction of a pavilion at Forest Road
Park received the most positive re-
sponse, which was met with support
from the mayor’s office, along with
having the playground rebuilt at
LaGrande Park.

Garwood
The planning board unanimously

approved the site plan for a nine-
townhome development off Fourth
Avenue at the end of Walnut Street,
essentially clearing the way for con-
struction to begin. The proposal was
given the okay despite a deluge of
complaints from residents that out-
numbered defenders by a better than
4-1 margin.

Borough Councilman Jim Mathieu
balked at authorizing $34,305.81 to
Police Sergeant Mario Morelli for
vacation, holidays, sick time, per-
sonal time and other hours for 2015.

About two dozen teachers and their
supporters — clad in red — made a
visible presence at a board of educa-
tion meeting, two days before the first
scheduled meeting between the
Garwood Education Association and
district officials before a mediator.
An impasse in negotiations was de-
clared in October by the union, send-
ing the matter to mediation for the
third consecutive time.

Rahway Valley Sewerage Author-
ity (RVSA) officials told the borough
council that Garwood’s waste flow
has remained flat, but its proportion
among the 14 municipalities within
the coalition has jumped, resulting in
a 16-percent increase in the borough’s
assessment this year. The spike of
$86,428 equates to an approximately
$45 increase per home assessed at
$100,000.

Mountainside
Captain Eric Pastore of the

Mountainside Rescue Squad unveiled
the squad’s new ambulance for offi-
cials at a borough council work ses-
sion meeting.

Allan Attanasio was promoted to
police chief in a ceremony held at a
packed Mountainside Borough Coun-
cil meeting.

A standing-room only crowd
packed the Beechwood School’s li-
brary to review an architectural pre-
sentation on the proposed renova-
tions to Deerfield School and to dis-
cuss the Berkeley Heights’ school
district’s request for a tuition pay-
ment of more than $900,000 as part
of its send–receive agreement under
which Mountainside high school stu-
dents attend Governor Livingston
High School.

Scotch Plains
School District Business Adminis-

trator Deborah Saridaki said the spe-
cial-education portion of the 2015-
2016 proposed budget would increase
$98,747 from the current year’s bud-
get to a total of $17,424,061.

Representatives from the major
youth sports leagues expressed their
concerns about a proposed ordinance
to abolish the township recreation com-
mission, replace it with a less-inde-
pendent committee and mandate that
the township recreation director re-
port directly to the township manager.

The township council voted to dis-
band the business district develop-
ment committee that was formed last
year to formulate ideas for revitaliz-
ing the central business district. Mayor
Kevin Glover instead signaled his
support for reviving the moribund
Special Improvement District that was
formed seven years ago and has been
in limbo for the past year.

The board of education approved a
resolution allocating $32,000 for
Potter Architects to oversee security
upgrades which involves installing
security systems at Brunner, Coles,
School One, Park Middle School and
Terrill Middle School.

County
The Union County Freeholders

approved a two-year agreement with
the Garwood Rescue Squad for use of
the squad’s property at 401 Second
Avenue for the county’s child-seat
inspection program.

MARCH
Westfield

David Kelly was sworn in as the

town’s new fire chief, replacing his
recently deceased brother, Dan Kelly.

Soccer and lacrosse teams will
start training under lights at Kehler
Stadium after a pilot program was
approved by the board of education.

The Christie Administration re-
leased state school-aid figures for
fiscal year 2016: The Westfield
School District will receive
$2,956,317 — the same level as last
year.

The town council introduced a
$38,671,928 municipal budget for
2015, $935,421 higher than 2014.
The owner of an average assessed
home of $179,850 would see their
municipal property taxes increase by
about $50.

Cranford
The township approved an ordi-

nance to designate preferential park-
ing zones on South Union Avenue
between Washington Place and Chris-
topher Street that restricts parking to
two hours from 9 a.m. to noon except
on weekends and holidays.

The township committee voted to
remove “Old Peppy,” the 200-year-
old Pepperidge tree in Lincoln Park.
The tree’s fate has been debated for
five years after limbs fell and crushed
a fence. Several tree companies
weighed in on what to do with the
tree, with one firm recommending
supporting the tree while others have
recommended removing it because
rot has made it a potential safety
hazard.

The Christie Administration re-
leased state school-aid figures for fis-
cal year 2016: The Cranford School
District will receive $2,309,995 —
the same level as last year.

The planning board approved an
amended final site plan for an addi-
tion to the PSE&G substation off
South Avenue near the Parkway and
the Conrail train tracks.

Fanwood
The borough council said it was an

oversight that members of the volun-
teer fire department and the rescue
squad have not yet been paid for
points accumulated in the borough’s
Length of Service Award Program
(LoSAP).

Mayor Colleen Mahr announced
that she will run for re-election to a
fourth term in November.

The borough council met in an ef-
fort to make cuts to the proposed
2015 municipal budget after realiz-
ing that the current plan would result
in a drastic average property tax in-
crease for homeowners. Chief Finan-
cial Officer Fred Tomkins said when
assembling the tentative 2015 bud-
get, a 2-percent increase was antici-
pated for Union County taxes, but
subsequent information showed that
the increase would be closer to a 2.78
percent.

Garwood
Borough council members received

their first look at an amendment to the
local parking ordinance that would
expand residential preferential per-
mit zones from Anchor Place, Myrtle
Avenue and Willow Avenue to 10
other streets on both the north and
south sides of town.

The Christie Administration re-
leased state school-aid figures for fis-
cal year 2016: The Garwood School
District will receive $448,267 — the
same level as last year.

The planning board postponed a
vote to memorialize its decision to
grant final site plan approval for a
nine-townhouse development off
Fourth Avenue. The delay resulted
from an unclear motion as well as
several typographical errors in the
resolution. The project is the subject
of a lawsuit by four Garwood resi-
dents.

The board of education and the
teachers’ union reached tentative
agreement on a new contract.

Mountainside
Mayor Paul Mirabelli presented a

preview of the proposed 2015 mu-
nicipal budget that would result in the
average homeowner seeing a tax in-
crease of $82, a significant reduction
from last year’s average increase of
$146

The Christie Administration re-
leased state school-aid figures for fis-
cal year 2016: The Mountainside
School District will receive $492,364
— the same level as last year.

Scotch Plains
The township budget that was in-

troduced March 17 included no in-
crease in property tax bills this year,
despite spending increasing from
$24.3 million to $24.6 million.

Nearly two years after opposition
from residents and township officials
thwarted their plans, representatives
from a development company ex-
pressed interest in making a new ef-
fort to turn the Parker Gardens prop-
erty into a retirement community.

The planning board gave approv-
als to T-Mobile Northeast to keep in
place its cellular telephone antennas
at two temporary sites on the south
side of town, but board members
sharply warned the company that it
needed to restore its antennas to per-
manent spots on PSE&G transmis-
sion towers by April 2016.

The Christie Administration re-
leased state school-aid figures for fis-
cal year 2016: The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood School District will get
$2,947,508 — the same level as last
year.

The council voted to abolish the
township recreation commission, a
move that proponents said would
streamline municipal operations by
having the township recreation direc-
tor report directly to the township
manager rather than to the commis-
sion. Prior to the council’s vote, sev-
eral representatives of local youth
sports leagues spoke in opposition to
the move.

County
Several residents spoke to the county

freeholder board about the scandal
surrounding Asw. Linda Stender (D-
22, Scotch Plains) and her husband.
The couple’s Jersey Shore home was
rebuilt after Superstorm Sandy using
charity funds despite questions about
the Stenders qualifications to receive
such financing.

Mrs. Stender announced that she
would not seek re-election to her As-
sembly seat in November.

The Union County Freeholders fis-
cal affairs committee began its hear-
ings on the proposed $492-million
county budget.

In an effort to cut down on em-
ployee abuses that are increasing over-
time costs, the freeholder board
adopted a new sick leave and work-
ers’ compensation policy.

APRIL
Westfield

The attempt by the Historical Pres-
ervation Commission to designate
Walnut Street between Elm Street and
Mountain Avenue as a historic dis-
trict seemed to have been stopped by
a petition signed by 20 percent of
residents who opposed the move.

Members of the recreation com-
mission agreed to authorize determin-
ing the feasibility of installing artifi-
cial turf at Field 4 at the lower end of
the upper part of Tamaques Park.

A complaint was filed by Greg
Kasko challenging the temporary
lights on the turf field at Kehler Sta-
dium. Mr. Kasko claimed that local
statutes prohibit “the use of mechani-
cal equipment which makes loud and
disturbing noises,” and said the gen-
erators used to power the temporary
lights on the Kehler field would vio-
late the statute.

The town council approved the
$42,056,432 municipal budget for
2015, with $26,652,159 in property
taxes being raised.

The board of education approved
the $103,980,943 budget for the 2015-
2016 school year, with $94,983,106
in property taxes being raised.

Cranford
Captain Daniel Czeh was promoted

to fire chief.
Joining numerous other school

boards around the state, the board
of education informed state offi-
cials of its opposition to the pro-
posed transfer of pension responsi-
bility to local municipalities. Cur-
rently, the state is responsible for
three major components of school
district employee benefits: pension,
Social Security taxes and post-re-
tirement health care.

The board of education unveiled
its $58,043,273 budget for 2015-
2016, which is 1.70 percent higher
than the previous spending plan. The
owner of a home assessed at $181,000
will see an $88.95 increase in the
school portion of their property-tax
bill.

Fanwood
Kathleen Case was sworn in as the

first woman police officer in
Fanwood’s history.

A new, scaled-down design of the
skateboard park proposed for Forest
Road Park was unveiled. The revi-
sions were necessitated by bids that
were all higher than the projected
budget for the project.

Garwood
The planning board declared the

Garwood Paperboard plant property
on North Avenue to be an “area in
need of redevelopment” and for-
warded its recommendation to the
borough council for further action.
This was the first step in possibly
transforming the 4.54-acre plot on
the east edge of the borough — pres-
ently a largely vacant four-story, 115-
year-old structure with smaller build-
ings — into another use such as an
age-restricted housing unit and/or
nursing home.

The borough council approved a
four-year contract with the police
union.

Several residents spoke at a bor-
ough council meeting to criticize
councilman Jim Mathieu for a satiri-
cal letter in a recent edition of The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times. The
letter sarcastically criticized the $3.2-
million recreation complex that
opened in December 2014. Specifi-
cally, Mr. Mathieu lampooned the
$6,800 spent to include a court for
bocce, a lawn bowling game of Ital-
ian origin.

The borough council adopted a
$7.8-million municipal budget for
2015 that will raise property taxes on
the average home by $85.

Mountainside
More than half a dozen military

veterans joined Veterans of Foreign
Wars Post No. 10136 Cmdr. Timothy
McLaughlin to ask the borough coun-
cil to support their planned renova-
tions to the Veterans Memorial Park
at Constitution Plaza.

Scotch Plains
Supporters said they have garnered

more than enough petition signa-
tures to force a referendum on
whether to reverse the township
council’s vote to abolish the recre-
ation commission.

After hearing concerns about po-
tential parking problems, the plan-
ning board agreed to extend a hearing
until May on an application seeking
to develop an empty lot next to the
rescue squad headquarters on Bartle
Avenue into a mixed-use building.
The property owner is seeking ap-
proval to build a three-story building
that will have commercial space on
the ground floor and two apartments
each on the second and third floors.

The council unanimously approved
the 2015 municipal budget of
$24,56,946, with the property tax levy
remaining flat for the first time in 15
years. “It’s finally happened,” pro-
claimed Mayor Kevin Glover, who
has pushed for a zero-tax increase
over the course of his seven years on
the governing body.

Township Clerk Bonnie Lacina
certified the petition calling for a voter
referendum on whether to repeal the
council’s decision to abolish the town-
ship recreation commission. If the
council failed to take action to re-
verse its decision, a referendum would
take place on July 21.

County
Several residents spoke to the

county freeholder board about the
scandal surrounding Aswm. Linda
Stender (D-22, Scotch Plains), her
husband and their Jersey Shore home
that was rebuilt after Superstorm
Sandy using charity funds despite
questions about the Stenders qualifi-
cations to receive such financing.

Mrs. Stender announced that she
would not seek re-election to her As-
sembly seat in November.

The Union County Freeholders fis-
cal affairs committee began its hear-
ings on the proposed $492 million
county budget.

In an effort to cut down on em-
ployee abuses that are increasing over-
time costs, the freeholder board
adopted a new sick leave and work-
ers’ compensation policy.

MAY
Westfield

The planning board okayed the di-
vision of a 10,000-square-foot lot on
Ripley Avenue, razing the present
ranch home to create two 5,100-
square foot lots (900 feet smaller than
permitted) for two houses.

The town council swore in four
new firefighters and promoted six
others at its May 12 meeting.

More than two dozen para-profes-
sionals attended the school board’s
monthly meeting to urge reconsidera-
tion of the decision to reduce 50 per-
cent of the district’s “instructional
support staff” to part-time with no
fringe benefits. The decision was said
to save the district $1 million.

An ordinance was proposed to place
more restrictions on the removal of
“mature” trees by either developers
or homeowners. The council also re-
authorized the appropriation of $3.4
million for the repaving of Lawrence
Avenue from Roanoke Road to Moun-
tain Avenue. The money also was to
go for repaving of other roads and
striping.

Cranford
The township committee approved

the purchase of two parking pay sta-
tions for $10,000 and awarded a
$331,000 contract for parking lot im-
provement at the municipal building.

Township Engineer Carl O’Brien
reported the low bid for the train station
pedestrian plaza had been submitted at
$1.19 million, about $10,000 less than
the amount budgeted for the project.

Three firefighters were promoted
and the township council approved a
$189,828 budget for the Downtown
Management Corporation. The
amount was about $10,000 more than
the previous year.

The final edition of The Cranford
Chronicle was published in the last
week of May.

Fanwood
A $9.97 million municipal budget

was officially introduced at the May 5
council meeting, a $274,000 increase
from the previous year or $131 for the
average home.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood school

board unanimously approved a bud-
get of $86.4 million for the 2015-
2016 year, a $2.4 million increase
from the previous year. Its numbers
translated into a 3.73 percent in-
creased tax levy on the average home
in Scotch Plains, or about $285. For
Fanwood homes, the tax levy in-
creased .79 percent or $52 per aver-
age home.

Garwood
A proposed expansion of preferen-

tial residential permit parking was
returned to committee after the bor-
ough council heard from nearly a
dozen residents who voiced concerns
or complaints.

The school board adopted its 2015-
2016 budget, increasing spending by
1.44 percent to $8.7 million and a tax
levy increase of $217 for the average
homeowner. The tax levy was an $84
jump from the $133 hike the year
before.

The board also extended its shared
services contract with the
Mountainside School District for
schools’ administrator Eric Larson
for three years. Mr. Larson joined the
Garwood district in 2014.

Councilwoman Ann Tarantino an-
nounced the parking committee’s
plans to walk door-to-door to the busi-
nesses on North and South avenues to
gather information on their employ-
ees’ parking habits. The move fol-
lowed the decision earlier in the month
to return a proposed expansion of
preferred residential permit parking
to the committee.

Mountainside
The Borough Council accepted a

grant of $180,000 from the state De-
partment of Transportation to resur-
face a portion of Wood Valley Road,
and it also accepted a $10,000 Local
Access Community grant from
Comcast.

Scotch Plains
The planning board took testimony

in the first of five hearings on a pro-
posed 5,000-square-foot Wawa con-
venience store for the eastbound side
of U.S. Route 22 at the corner of
Glenside Avenue on the site of the
current Sanguiliano Garden Center.
A standing-room-only crowd of 150
persevered through a two-hour ses-
sion that ended in a dispute over
whether Wawa had followed proper
procedure with regard to environ-
mental impact.

The township council moved to
repeal its decision to abolish the rec-
reation commission, a decision that
had been enacted in March.

Regional
Forty-four non-tenured teachers

in the Union County Vocational-
Technical Schools were given no-
tices of termination as the school
board looked to close a $400,000
budget deficit, drawing a chorus of
opposition from teachers, students,
parents and residents. Sixteen of the
44 vo-tech teachers given termina-
tion notices earlier in the month were
reinstated.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ARENDELLE IN SCOTCH PLAINS…Olaf delighted children at the JCC of
Central New Jersey in Scotch Plains “Family Fun Fest” in March. Dressed as Olaf
was Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times Editor Lauren S. Barr.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TALENTED YOUTH…Evan Pasternak, a senior at the Academy for Information Technology, performed for the Scotch
Plains Township Council at its meeting in February as Deputy Mayor Colleen Gialanella, the Academy’s principal, watches.
Evan has been accepted into the National Youth Orchestra and will be performing at Carnegie Hall.

Paul Lachenauer  for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SHE NEEDS ANOTHER HAND… Te Giasullo brings recyclables to the Fanwood
Recycling Center in May.

Courtesy of Brian Horton
POLICE PROMOTION…Newly promoted Police Lt. Francisco Marrero takes
the oath from Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr with his wife, Ellen, and son,
Francisco, Jr., looking on during ceremonies at the council reorganization meeting
in Fanwood on January 1. Fanwood Police Chief Richard Trigo is at right.
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Hearing for CVS Pharmacy
At South, Terrill Postponed

SP-FW BOE Receives Good
News on PARCC Test Results

By JONATHAN R. PARKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Assistant Su-
perintendent of Curriculum, Instruc-
tion & Technology, Joan Mast, deliv-
ered a presentation on the results of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood’s results on
the first implementation of the
PARCC test.

Districts across the state have been
anxious to review their results and
bracing for low scores.

Ms. Mast, however, said the grades
3 to 11 English Language Arts and
Literacy Assessment results were a
“sigh of relief.” She presented data
showing averages from other states
administering the PARCC, New Jer-
sey statewide averages, and SP-F’s
results.

Across all grades SP-F students
outperformed the averages both
from New Jersey test takers and
the combined averages of other
states.

Individual score reports have
allready been sent home to parents of
students who took the test. Some
parents in attendance at the meeting
reported that they had already re-
ceived the reports and commented
that they were very easy to read and
understand.

While Ms. Mast was pleased with
the results, she cautioned against
reading too much into any one test.
She will be delivering the same pre-
sentation to parents and members of
the public again at 7 p.m. on Thurs-
day, January 14. The location, date,
and time will be confirmed on the
SP-F schools website,
www.spfk12.org.

In other matters, Board Presi-
dent Nancy Bauer called special
attention to the district’s recent
re-designation as a “High Per-
forming District,” according to the
New Jersey Quality Single Ac-
countability Continuum (QSAC)
metrics.

Ms. Bauer said this designation
“really is an honor to our district.
There are very few districts around
the state who have the opportunity to
be recognized in this way.”

The district exceeded 80 percent
on indicators in five key areas for
which the New Jersey Department
of Education monitors three years
ago and was designated high per-
forming at that time. Upon the
three-year review, the district was
found to be high performing once
again.

This saves the district time from
having to go through a more thor-
ough review process, freeing up that
time to be used in other more con-

structive ways — like achieving the
district’s strategic goals, enhancing
the curriculum, and working with
students. It also helps the state to
focus its time and efforts on districts
that are deemed in greater need of
support.

Thursday’s meeting was the final
one for board member Norman
“Trip” Whitehouse. Mr. Whitehouse
served on the board for 13 years,
seven of which were as board presi-
dent.

President Bauer officially recog-
nized Mr. Whitehouse’s service and
then opened the floor to comments
from the board. Fellow board mem-
bers poured out praise for Mr.
Whitehouse’s character and contri-
butions.

When the meeting was opened to
comments from the public former
board members and residents ap-
proached the podium to lavish praise
upon Mr. Whitehouse, calling him a
“selfless leader” who allowed citi-
zens to speak and be heard. Every-
one who spoke said that even if he
didn’t always agree, Mr. Whitehouse
treated everyone with fairness and
always put the children of the dis-
trict first.

Mr. Whitehouse said he “learned
so much” from his experience serv-
ing on the BOE. It was important to
him to focus on equity within the
district and put children first, so he
was especially pleased that these ef-
forts were acknowledged in the com-
ments from the public and fellow
board members.

When serving on the board, board
members deal with taxes and chil-
dren, Mr. Whitehouse said, two things
that can stir up passions like little
else. For this reason, he said, he tried
to always be patient and understand-
ing in listening to his fellow commu-
nity members.

BOE members do not receive a
salary or pension benefits for their
service. What he did get by way of
remuneration, he said, were two
free tickets to the high school play
every year and a “primo parking
spot” to the high school gradua-
tion.

On an emotional note, he said a
final benefit that he derived by being
board president was the ability to
speak and sign the diplomas when his
children graduated. “I’ll always have
that, and that makes me happy,” he
said.

Central Jersey's
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PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-029239-15
FILE NO. 20573-15

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT

(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
JAMES CULVER, HIS HEIRS,
DEVISEES AND PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVES AND
HIS, HER, THEIR OR ANY OF
THEIR SUCCESSORS IN
RIGHT, TITLE AND INTER-
EST; CANDIS BRYANT; JOHN
DOE, HUSBAND OF CANDIS
BRYANT, SAID NAME JOHN
DOE BEING FICTITIOUS;
QUINYON J CULVER; MRS.
QUINYON J CULVER, WIFE
OF QUINYON J CULVER;
JAHAAD D CULVER; MRS.
JAHAAD D CULVER, WIFE OF
JAHAAD D CULVER; DANICA
M DUCK CULVER A/K/A
DANICA MECHELLE BUCK;
JOHN DOE, HUSBAND OF
DANICA M DUCK CULVER A/
K/A DANICA MECHELLE
BUCK, SAID NAME JOHN
DOE BEING FICTITIOUS;
MICHAEL E WALTERS CUL-
VER; SAMIRA MCGRIFF;

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon PELLEGRINO
AND FELDSTEIN, LLC, plaintiff’s attor-
neys, whose address is 290 Route 46
West, Denville, New Jersey, an Answer to
the Amended Complaint filed in a Civil
Action, in which FWDSL is the plaintiff and
JAMES CULVER, HIS HEIRS, ET ALS;
are defendants, pending in the Superior
Court of New Jersey, Chancery Division,
UNION County and bearing Docket No. F-
029239-15 within thirty-five (35) days after
December 24, 2015 exclusive of such
date. If you fail to answer or appear in
accordance with Rule 4:4-6, Judgment by
Default may be rendered against you for
relief demanded in the Amended Com-
plaint. You shall file your Answer and Proof
of Service in duplicate with the Clerk of the
Superior Court of New Jersey, Hughes
Justice Complex - CN 971, Trenton, New
Jersey 08625, in accordance with the Rules
of Civil Practice and Procedure.

You are further advised that if you are
unable to obtain an attorney you may com-
municate with the Lawyer Referral Service
of the County of Venue and that if you
cannot afford an attorney, you may com-
municate with the Legal Services Office of
the County of Venue.  The telephone num-
ber of such agencies are as follows: Law-
yer Referral Service 908-353-4715 - Legal
Services Office 973-354-4340.

THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing the following tax
sale certificate:

1. A certain tax certificate 12-098, sold
on 12/6/2011, dated 12/8/2011, and was
recorded on 2/19/2014 in Book 1419 at
Page 504, made by MARIA GLAVAN,
Collector of Taxes of PLAINFIELD, and
State of New Jersey to CITY OF

PLAINFIELD and subsequently assigned
to plaintiff, FWDSL. This covers real estate
located in PLAINFIELD, County of UNION,
and State of New Jersey, known as LOT 26
BLOCK 307 as shown on the Tax Assess-
ment Map and Tax Map duplicate of
PLAINFIELD and concerns premises com-
monly known as 208-12 RICHMOND
STREET, PLAINFIELD, New Jersey.

YOU, JAMES CULVER, HIS HEIRS,
DEVISEES AND PERSONAL REPRE-
SENTATIVES AND HIS, HER, THEIR OR
ANY OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT,
TITLE AND INTEREST; CANDIS BRYANT;
QUINYON J CULVER; JAHAAD D CUL-
VER; DANICA M DUCK CULVER A/K/A
DANICA MECHELLE BUCK; and
MICHAEL E WALTERS CULVER, are
made party defendants to the above fore-
closure action because you are the own-
ers of a property which is the subject of the
above entitled action.

YOU,  JOHN DOE, HUSBAND OF
CANDIS BRYANT, SAID NAME JOHN
DOE BEING FICTITIOUS; MRS.
QUINYON J CULVER, WIFE OF QUINYON
J CULVER; MRS. JAHAAD D CULVER,
WIFE OF JAHAAD D CULVER; JOHN
DOE, HUSBAND OF DANICA M DUCK
CULVER A/K/A DANICA MECHELLE
BUCK, SAID NAME JOHN DOE BEING
FICTITIOUS, are made party defendants
to the above foreclosure action because
plaintiff has been unable to determine
whether defendants CANDIS BRYANT;
QUINYON J CULVER; JAHAAD D CUL-
VER; and DANICA M DUCK CULVER A/K/
A DANICA MECHELLE BUCK are mar-
ried, and if married, the name of CANDIS
BRYANT; QUINYON J CULVER; JAHAAD
D CULVER; and DANICA M DUCK CUL-
VER A/K/A DANICA MECHELLE BUCK’s
spouses. If CANDIS BRYANT; QUINYON
J CULVER; JAHAAD D CULVER; and
DANICA M DUCK CULVER A/K/A DANICA
MECHELLE BUCK are married, the plain-
tiff joins JOHN DOE, HUSBAND OF
CANDIS BRYANT, SAID NAME JOHN
DOE BEING FICTITIOUS; MRS.
QUINYON J CULVER, WIFE OF QUINYON
J CULVER; MRS. JAHAAD D CULVER,
WIFE OF JAHAAD D CULVER; JOHN
DOE, HUSBAND OF DANICA M DUCK
CULVER A/K/A DANICA MECHELLE
BUCK, SAID NAME JOHN DOE BEING
FICTITIOUS as defendants for any pos-
sessory or marital rights you may have.

YOU, SAMIRA MCGRIFF, are made
party defendant to the above foreclosure
action because on January 4, 2011, a child
support judgment was entered in the Su-
perior Court of New Jersey, Union County,
by Samira McGriff against Jahaad D Cul-
ver. Said judgment was entered as Judg-
ment No. J-001460-2011, CS80318689A.
Said judgment is subordinate to the
Plaintiff’s.
DATED:  December 18, 2015

Michelle M. Smith, Clerk
Superior Court of New Jersey

PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
Denville Law Center
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 12/24/15, The Leader Fee: $122.91

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE, that on
Wednesday, January 6, 2016 at 7:30 PM
in the Town of Westfield Municipal Build-
ing, Council Chambers, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey, a PUBLIC
HEARING will be held by the Planning
Board of the Town of Westfield for prelimi-
nary and final major site plan and variance
approvals (Section 11.28E2: side yard
setback – 11.27 feet required, 10.7 feet
proposed (Lot 8); Section 11.28G1: lot
area – 10,000 square feet required, 5,187.5
square feet existing nonconforming condi-
tion (Lot 7); Section 11.28G2: lot width – 60
feet required, 41.5 feet existing noncon-
forming condition (Lot 7); Section 11.28G4:
front yard setback – 8 feet required, 1.9
feet existing nonconforming condition (Lot
7), 10.9 feet proposed (Lot 8); Section
11.28G5: side yard setback – 12.61 feet
required, 0.9 feet existing nonconforming
condition (Lot 7); Section 17.02C: off-street
parking – 21.3 parking spaces required
(RSIS), 18 spaces required (Town Code),
17 spaces provided (Lots 7 & 8); Section
17.02B4: off-street parking – 16 spaces
required by Zone, 10 spaces provided on
Lot 8) and such other variances, relief and/
or waivers that may be required upon an
analysis of the plans and testimony at the
PUBLIC HEARING on the Application (PB
15-19) submitted by the Applicant, 354
East South Avenue, LLC, for the proper-
ties located at 352 & 354 South Avenue
East, Block 4003, Lots 7 & 8 on the Tax
Map of the Town of Westfield. The proper-
ties are owned by 354 East South Avenue,
LLC and 352 East South Avenue, LLC and
are located in the GB-3 Zone. The Appli-
cant is proposing to construct a new 2.5-
story mixed-use building with first floor
office/retail space and three apartment
units on the upper floors. A 17-space shared
parking area between Lots 7 & 8 is also
proposed.

When the case is called you may appear
either in person or by agent or attorney and
present any objections which you may
have to the granting of this Application. A
copy of the Application and plans are on
file and available for PUBLIC INSPEC-
TION in the office of the Town Engineer,
959 North Avenue West, Westfield, New
Jersey, during that office’s normal busi-
ness hours.

HEHL & HEHL, P.C.
Attorneys for the Applicant

1 T - 12/24/15, The Leader Fee: $51.00

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL

PERSON TO PERSON TRANSFER

TAKE NOTICE that an application has
been made to the Mayor and Council of the
Borough of Garwood, 403 South Avenue,
Garwood, Union County, New Jersey
07027, for a PERSON to PERSON trans-
fer to Quick Copper Holdings, LLC of the
pocket Plenary Retail Consumption Li-
cense # 2006-33-005-007 heretofore is-
sued to Joseph M. Polyak.

The person(s) who hold an interest in
this license are:

Sandro Villaraut
401 Center Street
Garwood, New Jersey 07027

Maria DeSantis
21 Westervelt Place
Garfield, New Jersey 07026

Salvatore Schifano
17 Aberdeen Road
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076

Objections, if any, should be made im-
mediately in writing to Christina M.
Ariemma, Borough Administrator/Clerk,
Borough of Garwood, 403 South Avenue,
Garwood, New Jersey 07027.

Quick Copper Holdings, LLC
345 South Avenue

Garwood, New Jersey 07027
2 T - 12/24/15 &
12/31/15, The Leader Fee: $62.22

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Please take notice that on December 6,
2015, the Fanwood Planning Board
adopted a resolution of approval granting
an extension of time on the operation of a
temporary wireless communications facil-
ity by T-Mobile Northeast LLC and Sprint
Spectrum L.P. on property known as One
South Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey and
shown on the Fanwood Tax Assessment
Map as Block 55, Lot 1. The resolution is
available for inspection at the office of the
Planning Board, at the Fanwood Borough
Hall, 75 North Martine Avenue, Fanwood,
New Jersey during normal business hours.

Price, Meese, Shulman & D’Arminio, P.C.
Attorneys for T-Mobile Northeast LLC

and Sprint Spectrum L.P.
By:  Gregory D. Meese, Esq.

1 T - 12/24/15, The Times Fee: $18.87

Fred T. Rossi for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SWAT MOVES IN...Union County SWAT officers move in on the Donato Circle
home in Scotch Plains of bank robbery suspect Andrew Miller on Sunday.  Miller was
not home and was arrested later at a Subway restaurant on U.S. Route 22.

By JONATHAN R. PARKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FANWOOD — A second night of
hearings on CVS’ proposal to replace
the Exxon gas station with one of its
pharmacies on the corner of South
Avenue and Terrill Road was post-
poned to Wednesday, January 27 by
the planning board.

Board Secretary Pat Hoynes said the
board had expected to receive revised
plans from CVS for its December 16
meeting and revisit the proposal that
was initially heard on October 28. How-
ever, CVS representatives asked that
the hearing be delayed.

Six weeks ago, board members
appeared unhappy and dubious of
the building’s original design, pre-
sented by architect Robert Gehr, and
suggested changes.

Hoping to better integrate the build-
ing with the quaint appearance of
other downtown buildings, the board
asked for changes like an awning and
an externally lit wooden sign as op-
posed to internally lit signage.

Board members were hoping revi-
sions such as the ones they proposed
would give the building more charm than
the design that was initially presented.

Another hearing originally slated
for Wednesday also was carried over
to the January session.

Frank’s Auto of 56 South Martine
Avenue is seeking approval for a
ground-floor expansion. Ms. Hoynes

said the application was insufficiently
complete to warrant a hearing Wednes-
day, and also was pushed back.

In other new business, the board unani-
mously approved Matthew Haley’s pro-
posal to install a six-foot fence on his
property at 92 Tillotson Road.

A borough ordinance prohibits fences
more than four feet high on corner lots
and Mr. Haley’s property sits on the
southeast quarter of the intersection of
Midway Avenue and Tillotson.

There were no objections from the
police or fire departments, construc-
tion or public works officials or the
board of health.

Mr. Haley asked for the additional
two feet of fencing over concerns
about his two small children and dog
near the busy road.

The home was not fenced in when
he moved into the house at the end of
September.

Mr. Haley asked for the six-foot
fence for extra privacy only on the
side of his property that runs along
Midway. The remaining boundaries
will be enclosed with a four-foot fence.

The Tillotson lot slopes upward
about 10 feet off Midway, according
to Mr. Haley’s estimations. He asked
for the extra two feet of fencing not
so much for visual concerns but to
hopefully add some soundproofing
against the traffic on Midway.

In response to planning board mem-
ber Dale Flowers’s inquiry as to what
kind of fence would be installed, Mr.
Haley said he plans to erect a cedar
dog-eared style wooden barrier along
the 78 feet that faces Midway. The
other three sides are to be black alu-
minum fencing.

Mr. Haley had secured a permit for
the fence in October with his contractor.

With the approval granted Wednes-
day night, he will have permission to
install the fence as of the end of
January.

Police Arrest Suspect In
TD Bank Robberies

SCOTCH PLAINS — Police arrested
a 21-year-old township man on Mon-
day as a suspect in two separate robber-
ies involving TD Banks in Bridgewater
and Green Brook earlier in the day.

According to police, while on rou-
tine patrol at 2:45 p.m., police ob-
served Miller, matching the descrip-
tion of the bank robber, approaching
the TD Bank on Park Avenue in Scotch
Plains. Officers approached the bank
at which point Miller fled on foot
north across Route 22 and was eventu-
ally tracked by a Scotch Plains Police
K9 unit to Miller’s Donato Circle apart-
ment complex. Union County SWAT
gained entry to the residence and de-
termined Miller was not there.

Police said Miller was than seen
fleeing on foot from the complex west
through a county park creek. Scotch
Plains received assistance from K9
units, the Union County Sheriff’s
Department, and Warren and
Hillsborough Police in the search for
the suspect in wooded areas.

Miller was found at the Subway
Restaurant, 1943 Route 22 West, at
5:40 p.m. where he was arrested with-
out further incident and transported to
police headquarters and charged with
fourth degree resisting arrest. Miller’s
vehicle was located on Mountain Av-
enue near Park Avenue. Miller was
later released to Somerset County au-
thorities for further investigation.

Mountainside Students Out
Perform State On PARCC

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — Chief School
Administrator Nancy Lubarsky pre-
sented a detailed PowerPoint on the
recently released Partnership for As-
sessment of Readiness for College and
Careers (PARCC) scores at the De-
cember 16 meeting of the Board of
Education. After the presentation,
board members and parents engaged
in an animated discussion regarding
the results, the nature of the exams,
and the growing emphasis nationwide
on standardized test scores.

The PARCC is scored using a range
of levels from 1 to 5: Level 5: Students
performing at this level demonstrate a
distinguished command of the knowl-
edge, skills, and practices embodied by
the Common Core State Standards as-
sessed at their grade level; Level 4:
Students performing at this level dem-
onstrate a solid command; Level 3:
Students performing at this level dem-
onstrate a moderate command; Level
2: Students performing at this level
demonstrate a partial command and
Level 1: Students performing at this
level demonstrate a minimal command.

In the English and Language Arts
section, 58 percent of the third-grade
students in Mountainside were meet-
ing or exceeding expectations and
scored either a 4 or a 5. The state
average was 44 percent and the na-
tionwide average was 38 percent.
Sixty-seven percent of the fourth grad-
ers, and 68 percent of Mountainside
fifth-graders demonstrated a solid or
distinguished command of the test
materials which are linked to the fed-
eral Common Core standards.

On the middle school level, 57 per-
cent of the sixth graders, 71 percent
of the seventh graders, and 56 percent
of the eighth graders scored a 4 or a 5.
While the state levels for the English
and Language Arts portion of the
exam were 45 percent, 40 percent,
and 41 percent, respectively.

Ms. Lubarsky noted that Students
are now required to read more com-
plex text at an earlier grade level, and
demonstrate “higher order, critical

thinking skills, by analyzing, inte-
grating, and presenting their thought
process through writing,” whereas
the earlier exams focused mainly on
reading comprehension.

The elementary school student’s
math scores also exceed the state’s
average. Seventy percent of the third-
graders, 56 percent of the fourth grad-
ers, and 55 percent of the fifth graders
demonstrated a solid or distinguished
command of the test material. On the
middle school level, Ms. Lubarsky
noted that the strongest middle school
math students took the Algebra 1 exam
and again exceed the state average.

In response to concerns expressed by
Board President Dante Gioia, regarding
the 19 percent of eighth graders who
were not performing at grade level in
math, Ms. Lubarsky cautioned that the
PARCC data was a snapshot not a trend
and that further review and analysis of
the data was necessary before making
any decisions regarding changes to the
curriculum or approach. Ms. Lubarsky
will host a meeting on Wednesday, Janu-
ary 13,  on the PARCC scores for par-
ents at Deerfield Elementary School.

In other business, Robert Morrison,
an auditor from the firm of Hodulik and
Morrison, presented the results of the
annual audit of the school district’s fi-
nancial results. While the district is on
firm financial footing with a net balance
of approximately $1.5 million, it will
likely face two significant challenges in
the near future. First, the district will
have to fund the approximately $800,000
in tuition adjustments required by the
send-receive agreement with the Berke-
ley Heights Board of Education and will
also need to pay what is known as the
“Cadillac tax” required by the federal
Affordable Care Act. The tax is a 40
percent surcharge on employer-spon-
sored health coverage that is scheduled
to take effect in 2018. Thresholds for
high cost plans are currently $10,200
for individual coverage, and $27,500
for family coverage.

The board’s next meeting will be
the reorganization meeting  on Tues-
day, January 5, at 8 p.m. at
Beechwood School’s Media Center.

On the Web at:
www.goleader.com
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WHS Football Feted By Freeholders;
Rahway Thanks County for Stadium

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH – The football teams
of Westfield and Rahway and their
parents filled the meeting room of the
Union County Freeholders for their
December 17 gathering, Westfield
hailed for its undefeated season and
Rahway there to receive funding for
a new stadium.

Westfield received a proclama-
tion honoring its North 2, Group 5
state championship title while
Rahway supporters thanked the
board for the vote to award a $3.5-
million contract for construction of
an artificial turf football facility in
Rahway River Park that the Indians
will call home.

Westfield High School Football Team
Coach Jim DeSarno accepted the proc-
lamation from Freeholders Bruce
Bergen and Al Mirabella as his players
walked in single file before the dais to
be applauded by the audience.

Westfield finished its 12-0 season
with a 10-7 victory over Bridgewater-
Raritan on December 3 at MetLife
Stadium in East Rutherford to claim
its first state title since 1977.

Rahway’s reward was to be on hand
as the board – minus absent Chairman
Mohamed Jalloh – unanimously voted
to award the contract to install the
artificial turf and lighting to Applied
Landscape Technologies of Montville.

The contract is part of a much
disputed shared-services agreement
with the City of Rahway and the
town’s school board, which will see
the county ultimately pay $2.4 mil-
lion and the city $1.2 million.

Once more detractors, a handful as
opposed to a dozen or more at previ-
ous meetings, rose to decry the no-
tion of placing the stadium inside the
park. This time, however, a few rose
to speak in favor of the resolution,
including Rahway Councilman Ray
Giacobbe and former Rahway player
and retired NFL nose tackle Antonio
Garay, who played with four differ-
ent teams in 10 seasons before end-
ing his career in 2013.

Mr. Garay, who lives in Rahway,
thanked the freeholders, saying he
was “very grateful” and “apprecia-
tive” for the project.

The issue was only one of several
Garwood resident Bruce Paterson
railed against in the four times he
climbed to the microphone, repeat-
ing his claim that the deal in essence
ceded county land to Rahway. More-
over, in his final comments to the
board, Mr. Paterson accused the mem-

bers of cronyism, incompetence,
malfeasance, insinuated corruption
and used the word “dumbass” several
times.

The comments drew rebukes from
Mr. Bergen, who was acting as chair-
man in place of Mr. Jalloh, and Free-
holder Linda Carter, instigating an ex-
change between her and Mr. Paterson.

Mr. Bergen, more than once,
threatened to remove Mr. Paterson
– who was ejected from a meeting
earlier this year – if he didn’t re-
frain from “personal attacks.”
When Mr. Paterson exceeded his
five minutes of speaking time, two
sheriff’s deputies approached to
remove him but Mr. Bergen told
the officers to let Mr. Paterson go
when he began to step away from
the microphone.

“Embrace the dark side, Bergen,” Mr.
Paterson shouted as he went to his seat.

The final meeting of the year
drew 83 resolutions, all of which
passed unanimously, and two or-
dinances, which also passed unani-
mously.

The ordinances hiked the salaries
retroactively of the freeholders and
various department heads on average
by 2 percent and also approved a

recycling facility to be located on
South Front Street in Elizabeth for
handling construction debris.

Other ordinances, which had been
raised a week earlier during the De-
cember 10 agenda session, included
a variety of topics, from deer removal
and approving a veterinarian for
Watchung Stables to authorizing con-
tracts for insurance, construction and
numerous social services.

Among the largest items was $2.5
million to the New Jersey Counties
Excess Joint Insurance Fund for li-
ability claims and another $1.4 mil-
lion for dental health coverage from
Delta Dental and Flagship Health
Systems of Parsippany.

The freeholders also authorized
$594,000 for the purchase of 12 dump
trucks from Beyer Ford of
Morristown; $879,000 for a com-
mand post from Farber Specialty Ve-
hicles of Reynoldsburg, Ohio, for the
department of Public Safety; $1.97
million for natural gas from
Elizabethtown Gas of Union; and $4.1
million for electricity from Public
Service Electric and Gas (PSEG) of
New Brunswick, and Jersey City
Power and Light (JCPL) of Akron,
Ohio.

Pair of Two-Family Homes Denied
By Cranford PB Over Flood Concerns

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — The planning
board has rejected a proposal to
build a pair of two-family homes
on Johnson Avenue, citing con-
cerns of flooding from the nearby
Garwood Brook, human as well as
building density and storm water
runoff.

The board voted, 6 to 3, on Decem-
ber 16 to deny the request of Gerry
Grillo, who operates a local real es-
tate business and co-owns Jeff’s Land-
scape and Design, to divide the 100-
foot wide lot adjacent to the Greater
Mt. Zion Holy Church.

Mr. Grillo needed the board’s ex-
emption from the township’s require-
ment for 70-foot wide lots. In 2014,
the planning board changed the mas-
ter plan to increase the width from 60
feet to 70 feet in the R-5 zone for one-
and two-family dwellings as a means
to decrease density, Zoning Officer
Bob Hudak said.

Each of the four units would have
been rentals and would have con-
tained three bedrooms, Mr. Grillo
said, implying as many as 12 people
would have lived in the new develop-
ment.

“It’s an impact on the sewer sys-
tem, the amount of water they use,
everything is times 12,” said Burnside
Avenue resident Joanna Hathway,
whose property abuts the rear of the
Mt. Zion church. She said she has
lived on Burnside for 38 years but
only recently has seen flooding in the
neighborhood which she attributed
to increased development.

Mr. Grillo’s engineer, Anthony
Gallerano of Harbor Consultants,
explained his plan included a storm
water management system for a
property that currently doesn’t have
one.

“We have designed this site to com-
ply with both regulations (the De-
partment of Environmental Protec-
tion and Cranford),” Mr. Gallerano
said. He described a swale — or gully
— that would collect water and direct
it to an underground recharge sys-
tem, as well as flood vents in the
crawl space of each building.

“We will direct water underground
and not onto your property,” Mr.
Gallerano said, responding to John
Hathaway, who stated his concerns
with storm water runoff flowing to-
ward their property.

“This is in a flood zone and that in

itself is a concern,” planning board
member Dan Aschenbach said.

Nearby resident Ervin Hernandez
stated “parking is a mess,” and said
he was concerned about having po-
tentially eight more cars on the
block should each unit have two
cars.

The application included two one-
car garages and a driveway each that
could hold a total of four cars.

Mr. Grillo said his reason for build-
ing was because his real estate busi-
ness gets “flooded with calls with
people looking to rent.”

His plan, he said, was to build
“upper-end rentals.”

Board member Mary O’Connor
saw the proposal as a good thing for
the neighborhood.

“Nothing is there now for storm
water,” said Ms. O’Connor, who voted
for the proposal along with Bobbi
Anderson and Peter Taylor. “I think
it’s more of an improvement to the
water than a negative.”

But the majority were unconvinced,
noting that the board a year ago acted to
decrease density in the neighborhood.

“I think we should keep the spirit
of the master plan,” board member
Anne Steinbach said.

Bd. Okays Third  Floor for East Broad Bld.
By DELL SIMEONE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – The board of ad-
justment met last Wednesday evening
and approved a repurposing project
of a commercial property on East
Broad Street into a mixed-use build-
ing with an office on the first floor
and a residential apartment on the
second and third floors.

East Broad Westfield, LLC, 324
East Broad Street, was seeking a pre-
liminary and final site plan approval
to construct a third floor. A profes-
sional office is to be located on the
first floor and a single-family resi-
dence to be located on the second and
third floors. The third floor is an
addition. A portion of basement will
be used as a gym. The applicant is
seeking to have a shower constructed
in the basement also, but the board
wouldn’t allow it. The board approved
the applicant’s request to install a
powder room adjacent to the gym.
Also no cook kitchen in the base-
ment, with only a micro wave is per-
mitted, the board said. A unity room
and storage space will also be located
in the basement.

Board attorney Vincent Loughlin cau-

tioned the board to very specific, saying,
“It’s a very different use of space.”

The third floor will contain sliders
to a terrace of the residential apart-
ment which will be occupied by the
building owner, Valerie DeVito.

The building now contains law of-
fices. An elevator would be installed
to access the residence, architect Eric
Udsen said. “The building now has
two columns in the front, after the
renovation there will be only two
columns,” Mr. Udsen said. He also
said the pitch of the new roof would
fit in with the rest of the neighbor-
hood which is a mixture of residen-
tial and commercial.

Project planner Mike Passolano said
this plan is a reduction of use intensity
and wholly compatible with the neigh-
borhood. He said there will be 14
parking spaces, 12 for the professional
office and two for the residential apart-
ment. He also said there will be a ramp
on the side of the building for easy
access from the parking lot.

In other business, Darrin and
Angelina Ciaccio of 167 Madison
Street, are seeking to construct a two-
story addition. Carol Hewitt, the archi-
tect, said there was an old shed on the

property which encroaches on neigh-
boring property, which they would
like to remove. The board said the
application to remove the shed would
have to be heard by the planning board
before anything could be done at the
site.

The board approved an application
by Miroslav and Aldona Walus of
216 Springfield Avenue, who were
seeking to construct a second-floor
addition with a bathroom to their
small 108-year-old home. Now the
home has one bedroom with a very
low ceiling in the attic on the second
floor, Mr. Walus said. He also said the
only bathroom is on the first floor.

The board also approved an appli-
cation by Beth and William Lambert
of 819 Cedar Terrace to construct a
two-story addition. The renovation
to the home, which was built in 1929,
would entail moving walls and stair
cases, said architect Hilde Lazar. The
couple wish to add a family room,
increase the size of the kitchen on the
first floor and  reconfigure the second
floor for better flow. The application
was approved with the condition that
the attic is not used as a fifth bed-
room.

Whose birthday
is it, anyway?

It's not who comes down the chimney,
but who came down from heaven.

Family Investors Company
265 South Avenue • Fanwood, New Jersey 07023 • (908) 322-1800

Member FINRA & SIPC

WF BOE Releases Names
 Of Bond Panel Members

WESTFIELD — The Board of
Education, responding to an Open
Public Records Act (OPRA) request
from The Westfield Leader, disclosed
the names of 19 people who partici-
pated in a committee meeting that
discussed the upcoming $12.6-bond
referendum.

The committee, which met Octo-
ber 8, included citizens and school
board members alike, and, accord-
ing to Finance Committee Chair-
man Mark Friedman, suggested
adding upgrades to two middle
school auditoriums to the referen-
dum.

The referendum will be held Tues-
day, January 26, and consist of two
parts: one for $8.6 million for safety
infrastructure such as fire alarms and
public address systems at all schools,
and a second for $4 million to the
auditoriums.

The members of the bond ordi-
nance committee were: Matthew
Bolton, Superintendent of Schools
Margaret Dolan, Mr. Friedman,
Frank Fusaro, Robert Garrison,

former town administrator Edward
Gottko, BOE spokeswoman Lorre
Korecky, Michael Morris, BOE
member Gretchan Ohlig, BOE
member-elect Charles Ostroff, Fran
Prybylski, Amy Root, BOE mem-
ber Mitchell Slater, Marie Sloan,
Carisa Straus, BOE Business Ad-
ministrator Dana Sullivan, Jenny
Tananbaum, Robert Wendel and
Lindsay Zerafa.

The school board also announced
that it will hold three “information”
meetings regarding the bond referen-
dum.

The first will follow the board of
education’s reorganization meeting
on Tuesday, January 5 at the Roosevelt
Intermediate School on Clark Street.
The information session will start at
approximately 8:30 p.m. in the
Roosevelt School auditorium, the
board said.

The other two will be held Thursday,
January 14, at 7 p.m. at Roosevelt and
Thursday, January 21, at 10:15 a.m. at
the Westfield Public Schools Adminis-
tration Building on Elm Street.



Page 4  Thursday, December 24, 2015 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Bah, Humbug! Ebenezer Scrooge;
It’s Not the Ghosts of Christmas

’Twas the Night Before Christmas,
Account of a Visit from St. Nicholas

Major Henry Livingston, Jr. (1748-1828)

’Twas the night before Christmas,
when all through the house, Not a
creature was stirring, not even a
mouse; The stockings were hung by
the chimney with care, In hopes that
St. Nicholas soon would be there;

The children were nestled all snug
in their beds, While visions of sugar-
plums danced in their heads; And
mamma in her ‘kerchief, and I
in my cap, Had just settled
down for a long winter’s nap,

When out on the lawn
there arose such a clatter, I
sprang from the bed to see
what was the matter. Away
to the window I flew like
a flash, Tore open the shut-
ters and threw up the sash.

The moon on the breast
of the new-fallen snow
Gave the lustre of mid-day to objects
below; When, what to my wondering
eyes should appear, But a miniature
sleigh, and eight tiny reindeer,

With a little old driver, so lively and
quick, I knew in a moment it must be
St. Nick. More rapid than eagles his
coursers they came, And he whistled,
and shouted, and called them by name;

“Now, Dasher! now, Dancer! now,
Prancer and Vixen! On, Comet! on
Cupid! on, Donder and Blitzen! To
the top of the porch! To the top of the
wall! Now dash away! Dash away!
Dash away all!”

As dry leaves that before the wild
hurricane fly, When they meet with
an obstacle, mount to the sky, So up to
the house-top the coursers they flew,
With the sleigh full of toys, and St.
Nicholas too.

And then, in a twinkling, I heard on

the roof The prancing and pawing of
each little hoof. As I drew in my hand,
and was turning around, Down the
chimney St. Nicholas came with a
bound.

He was dressed all in fur, from his
head to his foot, And his clothes were
all tarnished with ashes and soot; A

bundle of toys he had flung on his
back, And he looked like a ped-

dler just opening his pack.
His eyes — how they

twinkled! His dimples how
merry! His cheeks were like
roses, his nose like a cherry!
His droll little mouth was
drawn up like a bow, And
the beard of his chin was
as white as the snow;

The stump of a pipe he
held tight in his teeth, And

the smoke it encircled his
head like a wreath; He had a broad
face and a little round belly, That
shook, when he laughed like a bowl-
ful of jelly.

He was chubby and plump, a right
jolly old elf, And I laughed when I
saw him, in spite of myself; A wink of
his eye and a twist of his head, Soon
gave me to know I had nothing to
dread;

He spoke not a word, but went
straight to his work, And filled all the
stockings; then turned with a jerk,
And laying his finger aside of his
nose, And giving a nod, up the chim-
ney he rose;

He sprang to his sleigh, to his team
gave a whistle, And away they all
flew like the down of a thistle. But I
heard him exclaim, ere he drove out
of sight, “Happy Christmas to all, and
to all a good-night!”

Yes, Virginia, There Is a Santa Claus
Francis P. Church wrote the fol-

lowing editorial in response to a let-
ter written by Virginia O’Hanlon. The
letter was published in the New York
Sun in 1897.

* * * * *
Dear Editor,
I am 8 years old. Some of my little

friends say there is no Santa Claus.
Papa says, “If you see it in The Sun,
it’s so.” Please tell me the truth, is
there a Santa Claus?

Virginia O’Hanlon
* * * * *

Virginia, your little friends are
wrong. They have been affected by
the skepticism of a skeptical age.
They do not believe except they see.
They think that nothing can be which
is not comprehensible by their little
minds. All minds, Virginia, whether
they be men’s or children’s, are little.
In this great universe of ours, man is
a mere insect, an ant, in his intellect
as compared with the boundless world
about him, as measured by the intel-
ligence capable of grasping the whole
of truth and knowledge.

Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus.
He exists as certainly as love and
generosity and devotion exist, and
you know that they abound and give
to your life its highest beauty and joy.
Alas! How dreary would be the world
if there were no Santa Claus! It would
be as dreary as if there were no
Virginias. There would be no child-
like faith then, no poetry, no romance
to make tolerable this existence. We
should have no enjoyment, except in
sense and sight. The external light
with which childhood fills the world
would be extinguished.

Not believe in Santa Claus! You
might as well not believe in fairies.
You might get your papa to hire men
to watch in all the chimneys on Christ-
mas eve to catch Santa Claus, but
even if you did not see Santa Claus
coming down, what would that prove?
Nobody sees Santa Claus, but that is
no sign that there is no Santa Claus.

The most real things in the world are
those that neither children nor men
can see. Did you ever see fairies danc-
ing on the lawn? Of course not, but
that’s no proof that they are not there.
Nobody can conceive or imagine all
the wonders there are unseen and
unseeable in the world.

You tear apart the baby’s rattle and
see what makes the noise inside, but
there is a veil covering the unseen
world which not the strongest man,
nor even the united strength of all the
strongest men that ever lived could
tear apart. Only faith, poetry, love,
romance, can push aside that curtain
and view and picture the supernatural
beauty and glory beyond. Is it all
real? Ah, Virginia, in all this world
there is nothing else real and abiding.

No Santa Claus! Thank God! He
lives and lives forever. A thousand
years from now, Virginia, nay 10 times
10,000 years from now, he will con-
tinue to make glad the heart of child-
hood.

Be not like Ebenezer Scrooge, with his snorting of
“Bah, Humbug,” declaring that Christmas is a fraud.
Be neither like his forlorn clerk Bob Cratchit, who is
about to be deprived of Christmas joy, no gift, no
holiday.

Should you hear all the bells in
your house ringing loudly and fear
of chains clanking while perceiv-
ing an eerie red glow, think not of
the supernatural, Marley’s – the
ghosts of Christmas Past, Christ-
mas Present and Christmas Future.

Think not of the strange voices
and sounds outside – and the bang-
ing at your door. Think not of the
winter wind howling, grating and
scratching of the boughs against your windowpanes.

Think not of the chilling draft sweeping from your
chimney. Think not of the darkness or the gusting
snow.

Think instead of your friends and family, the joy of
the season and the anticipation of ‘ol St. Nick – he’ll
plug the draft in his descent. For the chains clanking
are likely the harnesses jingling of the reindeer on
your roof, and the eerie red glow is Rudolph and his
nose – his presence made possible by the warmth of

the wintry snow. The boughs against your window-
panes are really from the inside, boughs of holly, as
part of the wonderment embodied in symbolism of
your Christmas tree.

The bells ringing at your door do not foretell of the
three ghosts; they are a harbinger
of your neighbors calling with good
cheer, laden with all the fixings for
holiday eggnog to dip your ginger-
bread man. Their voices caroling
are the sounds outside.

Be in the best of cheer this Christ-
mas season.

Leave cookies and milk for Santa.
And if you know of a Bob Cratchit,
then you know of a soul in need of

a thoughtful gift. Lend your voice to the carolers’
refrain, even though out of practice, your perfor-
mance would otherwise bring disdain.

Build a snowman; find the coal for his eyes, a top
hat and carrot for his nose.

Join the children on the block – they’ll show you
how to dream.

Be not of fear, be of good cheer.
Tis the season to be jolly.

I Tried to be Careful, Mr. Jones;
Thank You Santa for Understanding

When I was a young boy, admittedly a long time
ago, Christmastime was a time of great joy, wonder-
ment, warmth and merriment. True, Santa Claus was
on my mind. I thought I’d been good
most of the year and that Santa would
be good to me.

He’d understand that when I broke
Mr. Jones’ window with the foul ball
that it was an accident. I was sure
Santa would also understand that
when we heard the shattering glass,
there was a moment of panic. Yes, we
all ran and even thought we’d get
away with it – undiscovered.

Our mothers knew about that bro-
ken window before we even got
home. A stern lecture and direct or-
ders to go over to Mr. Jones and
confess that I did it – that’s what I
got. Mr. Jones tried to be very stern
and asked if I’d rake and weed his
garden to help pay for it. I did.

He then thanked me for owning up and asked that
I be more careful next time. I think he even smiled,
now that I look back on it.

It must have been the right thing to do because
Santa did get me the Lionel train that I had so longed
for. And next year I got the red Western Flyer

bicycle.
Christmas then was also such a

happy time of the year – everyone
smiled and wished all a Merry Christ-
mas and a Happy New Year. For a
moment at least, there was “Peace on
Earth and Goodwill Towards Men.”

I didn’t understand political cor-
rectness back then. The only thing I
believed was that “Merry Christmas”
was the warmest possible greeting
that one person could give to an-
other. It was only pure good in the
intent.

Well, after all those years, I might
have broken a few other windows
since – but I always owned up. I tried
to be careful, Mr. Jones. And thank

you Santa for understanding. I still think it’s okay to
say “Merry Christmas.”

In the warmest sense, Merry Christmas everyone
– and Happy New Year!

The first time I saw Santa Claus
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Get The Perfect Gifts
By Shopping Locally
When you shop in our beautiful

downtown this holiday season, you
will receive personal assistance to
find the perfect gifts. Most of our
independently-owned stores will also
gift wrap your purchases free of
charge.

You will go home with your gifts
and not have to fret delivery delays
from internet orders. When you shop
local, you support our community.
Local stores support our schools,
teams and local charitable organiza-
tions, we ought to reciprocate.  Shop-
ping local recycles money back into
Westfield.

When we shop at an independently-
owned store in town, approximately
45 percent of money spent is re-
cycled back into town through wages,
taxes, etc.

When we shop at a retail chain in
town, approximately 15 percent of
the money comes back to us. When
we shop online, zero dollars go back
into Westfield. Shop Westfield. Have
a Happy Holiday.

Kerry Mooney
Westfield

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Sagene – A fish net
2. Astragalus – The anklebone
3. Dexiotropic – Turning or turned to

the right
4. Perkin – A kind of weak cider

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

PERSE
1. A wigmaker or hairdresser
2. To pierce
3. Grayish blue
4. Persecute; oppress

CUNCTATIVE
1. Slow-moving; sluggish
2. Perceptive; discerning
3. Tending to solidify or gel
4. Shaped like the seed of a gourd

RODOMONTADE
1. Any order of mammals having large

incisor teeth, such as the rat, beaver or
hare

2. A whale distinguished from com-
mon whales by having a dorsal fin

3. To boast or brag
4. A vagrant or loiterer

YARAGE
1. A thrusting forward; a lunging
2. Formation of white frothy blisters in

the refining of sugar
3. An exclamation of despair or hope-

lessness
4. Manageability of a ship at sea

Christmas Quote
'I once bought my kids a set of

batteries for Christmas with a note on
it saying, toys not included.'

Bernard Manning (1930-2007)
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The Fellowship Senior Living Team in Basking Ridge wishes all a Joyous
holiday season and Peace-filled year ahead, Nina Updegrove,
nupdegrove@fellowshipsl.org

“Christmas is a necessity....there has to be at least one day of the year to
remind us that we’re here for something else besides ourselves,” Grace Rappa,
Grace.rappa@cbmoves.com

A new year is on the way and the possibilities are endless! Wishing you good
health, happiness and prosperity in 2016. All our best, Mark F. Swingle and
the MFS Group staff, ingrid@westfieldfinancialplanning.com

All the staff at Strut Your Cut in Scotch Plains wish you and your family a
Merry Christmas and a very Happy New Year! Enjoy the beauty of the season!
Patty Pasko, strutyourcut@comcast.net

At K-9 Resorts there is no better time than the holidays to express our sincere
appreciation for your business. We just want to say Thank You and let you
know that we sincerely appreciate your business. Our warmest wishes for a
happy holiday season and the best of everything in the year ahead! Steven
Parker, stevenparker@k9resorts.com

At this festive time of the year, all of us at Chez Catherine send our best
wishes for the holidays to everyone who makes it possible for us to do what
we love—to prepare and serve wonderful food to our neighbors here in
Westfield. Bonne Annee! Didier Jouvenet, chezcatherine@aol.com

Best wishes for a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from Caffrey Tree
Service! Bob and Karen Caffrey, caffreytree@verizon.net

Best wishes for a Merry Christmas and prosperous New Year from N&C
Jewelers, Nabig Sakr, nandcjewelers@gmail.com

Best wishes for a healthy and happy 2016! Thank you for allowing the
Westfield Foundation to help others in need within Westfield and surrounding
communities. Your generosity is greatly appreciated. ~ The Westfield Foun-
dation Board of Trustees, Betsy Chance, foundation@westfieldnj.com

Calderone School of Music wishes all a Merry Christmas, Happy Holidays
and Happy New Year! Good Health, Happiness and Peace! Prof. Kathleen
Calderone, calderonemusic@optonline.net

During the holiday season, more than ever, my thoughts turn gratefully to
those who have made my continued success possible. In this spirit, I say
humbly and simply, Thank You, and may the joys of the season fill your home
and hearts this coming year, Barbara Callahan, brokerbmc@aol.com

During the holiday season, our thoughts turn gratefully to those who have
made our success possible. It is in this spirit that we say a special “Thank You”,
best wishes for the holidays and a healthy and happy 2016! Mary McEnerney,
Coldwell Banker Westfield East, MaryMacHomes@aol.com

From our famiglia to yours, a very safe and happy holidays from Carlo’s
Bakery! Buddy Valastro, nicole@carlosbakery.com

From our hearts to yours, Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! From your
friends at The Presbyterian Church in Westfield, Linnette Mercado,
lmercado@westfieldpc.org

God bless you all and my best wishes for a fabulous 2016, Michael Boyle,
Mboyle@icinj.com

Happiness during this holiday season. Peace! Susan Dougherty,
Crusadersue@hotmail.com

Happy Holidays and New Year! Best wishes! Hye young Choi,
Hyeyoungchoi1@gmail.com

Happy Holidays and Happy New Year! We thank you for your business and
for letting us care for your pets. We hope to see many of you in the new year!
-The Staff at Westfield Animal Hospital, Christina McKee,
cmckee@trinitymediaconsulting.com

Happy Holidays and best wishes for a peaceful and healthy New Year! With
appreciation, Caffrey Tree and Landscape, Bob Caffrey,
caffreytree@verizon.net

Happy Holidays from Compass SchoolHouse where we are powered by
play in our Full Day Kindergarten (2016) and Preschool ages 2 months to 5
years! Sue DeWeever, sue.deweever@compassschoolhouse.com

Happy Holidays from all of us at Tepp Accounting Services! Dave Tepp,
dtepp@teppabs.com

Happy Holidays from the Bramnick Law Offices! Wishing everyone a
healthy, happy and prosperous New Year. Thanks to the Westfield Leader for
their quality journalism for many years, Jon Bramnick,
jonbramnick@jonbramnick.com

Happy Holidays to all from the Westfield United Fund! Together We Make
a Difference all year long. www.westfieldunitedfund.org, Deirdre Gelinne,
dgelinne@westfieldunitedfund.org

Happy Holidays to all our wonderful customers! Westfield has supported
The Town Book Store for over 81 years, thanks to your loyalty! Anne Laird,
anne@townbookstore.com

Happy New Year and merry X-mas, Jeff Gruman, sales@goleader.com

Happy holidays and best wishes for a healthy and prosperous new year!
From Dr. Krause and staff, Dr. Kurt Krause, doctork@krausedentalcare.com

Have a Happy and Healthy New Year from all of us at Johns Meat Market,
Vincent Losavio, primemeat02@aol.com

I wish all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy, Healthy and Prosperous New
Year! Robert Cozzolina, cozzolina@verizon.net

I wish everyone a happy holiday, as well as a healthy and prosperous new
year! Lois Berger—Coldwell Banker West, lois.berger@cbmoves.com

Joanne Womelsdorf and all the elves at Superior Interiors wish all our
friends and clients a wonderful Holiday Season and a joyful New Year, Joanne
Womelsdorf, jowomelsdorf@hotmail.com

Juxtapose Gallery would like to wish everyone, world-wide, a peaceful and
healthy holiday season and beyond. I would also like to take this time to thank
you for your loyalty and support my first year at Juxtapose! Danielle
D’Amico, info@juxtaposegallery.com

Kings Food Markets would like to thank you for your patronage and wish
you and your loved ones a Happy Holiday! Julie Bannon,
jbannon@kingssm.com

Merry Christmas to all from Lower Slower Delaware (aka LSD) The Ryan,
Greg Ryan, glryan56@gmail.com

Many thanks to all of my past customers for your support and confidence
in me this past year! Wishing you and your families a happy and blessed New
Year! Your Neighborhood Realtor; Denise Maran, Berkshire Hathaway
HomeServices NJ Properties, Westfield Office, denise.maran@bhhsnj.com

May the Spirit of Christmas bring you Peace, give you Hope and grant you
Love! Patty O’Connor, Weichert Realtors, PattyOConnor@Weichert.com

May this Holiday season sparkle and shine; may all of your wishes and
dreams come true; and may you feel this happiness all year round, Colleen
Berg, colleen.berg@cbmoves.com

Merry Christmas and Peace in the New Year. From Pat Glaydura; Coldwell
Banker East serving the community for 30 years, Patricia (Pat) Glaydura,
Pglaydura@aol.com

Merry Christmas and Happy 2016! Enjoy the holidays from Christopher
Nickel and the staff here at Island Tans in Cranford, NJ, Christopher Nickel,
islandtans@gmail.com

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from Ron Bansky and Associates
Allstate Agency! We want to thank all our customers for their business and
referrals and we look forward to keeping you in “Good Hands” in 2016! Ron
Bansky, ronbansky@allstate.com

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from the Rossiters! James Rossiter,
jimr1000@hotmail.com

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from the team at Westfield Audio
Visual Inc.! Siobhan Rossiter, siobhan@westfieldav.com

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. Be prosperous and well from Mary
Poppins and the staff at the Westfield Umbrella Company, Mary Poppins,
mpoppins@wuc.com

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. Be prosperous and well from Mary
Poppins and the staff at the Westfield Umbrella Company, Rudolf the red nose
reindeer, pr@goleader.com

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! May 2016 bring happiness, peace,
joy, success, friendship and love to you and those you love. Eileen Passananti,
Epassananti@gmail.com

Merry Christmas and a Happy and Healthy New Year to all! Dell Simeone,
dlcuisine@aol.com

Merry Christmas and have a happy new year, Melissa Cook,
Melissacookld@gmail.com

Merry Christmas and may all you boys and girls be good. Leave me some
cookies and milk. Ho Ho Ho, Santa Claus, santa@np.org

Merry Christmas from Dr. Injung Hwang, Dr. Michael Saba, Dr. Peter Louie
and all the staff of The Laser Dental Group. May the next year be healthy,
prosperous and joyful, Alejandria Rodriguez, alex.laserdg@comcast.net

Merry Christmas to the Prep families past, present and future in Westfield,
Scotch Plains and Fanwood! All the best for 2016 from the students, faculty
and administration of Saint Peter’s Prep! Mike Jiran, jiranm@spprep.org

One of the real joys of the Holiday Season is the opportunity to say Thank
You and to wish you the very best for the New Year. Anthony James
Construction, Anthony Cerami, antjam577@aol.com

Our Best Wishes for every happiness this Holiday Season and for good
health and prosperity in the New Year! Thank you for your trust. We look
forward to being of service to you in the coming year. Berkshire Hathaway
HomeServices New Jersey Properties, Marge Cuccaro,
marge.cuccaro@bhhsnj.com

Thank you to everyone who donated to the Westfield High School Helping
Hands Fund this past year! Without you, we could not help those who are in
need within the WHS community. We wish you and your families good health
and happiness in 2016. ~ The Board Members of WHSHH, Ingrid McKinley,
ingridmckinley@me.com

To all my clients, past, present and future: wishing you a very Blessed
holiday season and a healthy, happy and peaceful New Year. Cathy Splinter
Sales Associate Coldwell Banker, cathy.splinter@cbmoves.com

To all the GWACC Chamber Members: May each and everyone have a very
happy holiday season and a healthy and prosperous 2016, Gene Jannotti,
GJannotti@GWACCNJ.com

To our Congregation Beth Israel Family and all of our friends who celebrate
the Festival Of Lights—a very Happy Hanukkah! Congregation Beth Israel;
Scotch Plains, Congregation Beth Israel, Office@cbisp.org

Warmest wishes for a joyful holiday season! David Realty Group, David
Barbosa, dbarbosa@davidrealtygroup.com

We singers and musicians of the Choral Art Society of New Jersey wish you
a very Merry Christmas, Happy Hanukkah, and a healthy and prosperous New
Year. You are invited to our January 24th performance Haydn’s “The Cre-
ation” at The Presbyterian Church in Westfield, Ralph Jones, ralph@casofnj.org

Westfield Community Players wishes all our subscribers, patrons and
friends the best of the Holiday Season and a wonderful New Year! Steve
Lemenille, president@westfieldcommunityplayers.org

Wishing you all the joys and happiness of the holiday season. May you be
blessed with peace, love and joy. Merry Christmas from Beth Kroncke
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage-East Westfield,
elizabeth.kroncke@cbmoves.com

Wishing Peace on Earth, Health and Good will to all in 2016. Thank you for
all your support in 2015. Merry Christmas and Season Greetings to all! Thank
you to all my customers who continue to support my endeavors each year; and
especially your referrals year after year. Happy New Year and may 2016 fulfill
all your dreams, Betty Lynch, bettylynch1935@gmail.com

Wishing Westfield every happiness this holiday season and throughout the
coming year from Councilman Keith Loughlin, kloughlin@westfieldnj.gov

Wishing all of my fellow Westfielders the happiest of holidays and the
healthiest new year. Councilman Sam Della Fera, sdellafera@westfieldnj.gov

Wishing everyone a happy and healthy holiday season, and a prosperous
and peaceful New Year! Gina Suriano Barber, Coldwell Banker Westfield
East, gina.surianobarber@cbmoves.com

Wishing everyone a very Merry Christmas and a very prosperous 2016!
From Christopher at Power Wash Plus, Chris Nickel,
powerwashplusnj@gmail.com

Wishing everyone a very Merry and Joyful Christmas and a Blessed New
Year. May all your dreams come true for 2016. From all the teachers and staff
of The Westfield School of Dance, Joanne Carey, joanne.carey@att.net

Wishing everyone peace and happiness for the holidays and through the
coming year, Faten Mahran, Fatenmahran@comcast.net

Wishing you and your family a wonderful holiday season full of cheer and
good will. May 2016 bring you health, wealth and happiness! From The Kim
Haley Team of Coldwell Banker @209 Central, Kim Haley,
Kim@KimHaley.com

Wishing you joy in your home and peace in your world during this holiday
season. Frank D. Isoldi, isre@aol.com

Wishing you peace, love and joy this Holiday Season. May you have a
Happy, Healthy New Year! Westfield Pediatric Dental Group, Westfield
Pediatric Dental, 1, wpdg@wpdg.net

Wishing you the blessings of peace, love, hope and joy this Christmas and
throughout the New Year; from your friends at First Congregational Church
of Westfield; 125 Elmer Street! Visitors are always welcome, especially you!
First Congregational Church of Westfield, uccfcc@verizon.net

With my red nose, I’ll help Santa guide his sleigh with all the toys and
goodies for all the boys and girls, young and old, Rudolph Reindeer,
rr@northpole.org

Thank you to everyone who donated to the Westfield High School Helping
Hands Fund this past year! Without you, we could not help those who are in
need within the WHS community. We wish you and your families good health
and happiness in 2016. ~ The Board Members of WHSHH, Betsy Chance,
Foundation@westfieldnj.com

The child is both a hope and a promise for mankind...Maria Montessori. The
Administration and Faculty of Christopher Academy in Scotch Plains and
Westfield wish you and yours an abiding Peace and Joy during this holiday
season and in the New Year, Elissa Young, eyoung@christopheracademy.com

Happy holidays to all! Wishing everyone a happy and healthy 2016! Sara
Todisco, Saramtodisco@gmail.com

Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays! Feeling blessed to live in the United
States and in such an amazing area of the GREAT state of NJ. Brooks Crandall,
brooks.crandall@gmail.com

Seasons Greetings and best wishes for a very happy, peaceful and musical
New Year from NEW JERSEY FESTIVAL ORCHESTRA.  Ring in the New
Year with New Jersey Festival Orchestra as we present “Dancing the Blues
Away”, Thursday, December 31, at 7 p.m.! www.njfestivalorchestra.org,
Elizabeth Ryan, eryan@njfestivalorchestra.org

The Arc of Union County would like to wish everyone a safe & happy
holiday season. Best wishes for a happy & healthy New Year! Justine De
Meola, jdemeola@arcunion.org

I wish everyone a Wonderful Holiday Season! Nadia Brunetto, Realtor,
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices New Jersey Properties,
nadia.brunetto@bhhsnj.com

May the Spirit of Christmas bring you Peace, give you Hope and grant you
Love! Patty O’Connor, Weichert, Realtors, PattyOConnor@Weichert.com

May the warmth of the season bring peace throughout the world! Christina
Hinke, christinahinke@gmail.com

Friends Extend Season’s Greetings to All
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Career Networking Group
To Look at ‘Reinvention’

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains-Mountainside Public Librar-
ies’ Career Networking Group will
present “The Art of Learning and
Reinvention for Today’s Careers”
on Monday, January 11, at 6:30
p.m. It will take place at the Scotch
Plains Public Library.

Described as informative and in-
teractive, this program will help
participants learn how to market
themselves by staying current in
their learning and understanding
of what employers are asking for
in today’s job market.

Lisa Chenofsky Singer will be
the presenter. Ms. Singer works
with executives, emerging leaders,
and professionals struggling in
their current role and/or looking to
reinvent themselves – individuals
re-launching after a gap and indi-
viduals starting out, needing to

establish their career strategy. She
specializes in bringing awareness
to her clients, enabling one to see
alternative options for success.

This program is free and open to
all. Interested persons may regis-
ter online at scotlib.org, by calling
(908) 322-5007, extension no. 204,
or e-mailing library@scotlib.org.

Individuals may connect with the
Career Networking Group on
LinkedIn, Career Networking
Group at SPPL.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue,
one block from Park Avenue, in
the center of the township.

– Obituaries –
Priscilla Freeman Martin, 1932-2015;
1949 Westfield High School Graduate

Priscilla Martin

Priscilla Freeman Martin of Mer-
cer Island, Wash., loving wife,
mother, grandmother, sister, aunt,
and friend, passed away peacefully
on Monday, December 14, 2015.
Priscilla was born in
Bath, Me., on January
3, 1932, to Marian Hill
Freeman and Captain
William Robinson Free-
man.

Priscilla moved to
Westfield, N.J., in May
of 1936, graduating
from Westfield High
School in 1949. In 1951,
she received an
associate’s degree from
Lasell Junior College in
Auburndale, Mass.

Priscilla worked col-
lege summers at Rock Gardens Inn,
Sebasco Estates, Me. After college,
she worked for the Lederle Laborato-
ries Division of the American Cyana-
mid Company in New York City.

She married John “Jack” Elwood
McCartney on April 24, 1954. After
two years at Langley Air Force Base
in Virginia, they enjoyed nearly five
decades in Connecticut, where they
raised their four children, John, Me-
lissa, Richard and David. These years
were spent in Stratford (’56-’66) and
then Easton (’66-’99). Rejoining the
workforce in 1974, she worked at
General Electric Co. in Fairfield,
Conn., until retiring in 1999.

Priscilla married Richard LeRoy
Martin on December 3, 2005, a friend
of 50 years. She moved from Con-
necticut to Mercer Island, Wash., to
join him as a resident of the Covenant
Shores retirement community.
Priscilla and Dick traveled extensively

during 10-plus glorious years to-
gether. Besides quarterly trips to Lake
Chelan, they made several cruise trips
while also visiting friends and family
throughout many of the United States.

Priscilla dedicated
many years of service to-
ward church and Scout-
ing endeavors while also
enjoying sewing, cook-
ing and entertaining. She
lent her vocal talents as a
proud member of the
Triple Trio at Westfield
High School, as part of a
few town-based plays,
and then subsequently for
many years of choir ser-
vice in the Episcopal
Church. She loved Maine,
the Pine Tree State, and

she always said, when turning the
wheels towards Maine, she felt like
she was heading home and she could
“give the horse its head.”

Priscilla is survived by her hus-
band, Richard Martin; her brother,
William R. Robinson, Jr., and her
children, John Elwood McCartney,
Jr., Melissa McCartney Scotti, Rich-
ard Freeman McCartney, and David
Langdon McCartney. Her surviving
grandchildren are Jeremy and
Lauren; Ryan, Trevor and Heather;
Garrick; and Christopher, Katlyn and
Shannon.

Memorial contributions can be
made to the Phippsburg Historical
Society, Attention: Rowland Bisson,
P.O. Box 21, Phippsburg, ME 04562.
Please reference: Priscilla Freeman
Martin, daughter of Marian Hill Free-
man, granddaughter of Frederick
Dayton Hill, of Bath, Me.

December 24, 2015

Patricia J. McGrody Dodd, 71, Had
Been Longtime Westfield Resident

Patricia Josephine McGrody Dodd,
71, of Southampton, N.J., passed away
on Tuesday, November 24, 2015.

She is survived by her husband,
Jim; sons, Jim, Tim and Mike; daugh-
ters-in-law, Robbi and Melanie; grand-
children, Taylor, Jack, Keegan and
Carson, and her sister, Mickey Duffy.

Born on February 14, 1944, Pat
was a graduate of Little Flower High
School in Philadelphia, Pa. in 1962
and Nazareth Hospital for Radiologi-

cal Technology, also in Philadelphia,
in 1965. She lived in Philadelphia for
30 years, Westfield, N.J., for 24 years,
Moorestown, N.J., for 15 years, and
most recently Southampton, N.J.

A Mass was offered on Thursday,
December 3, at the Our Lady of Good
Counsel Church in Moorestown, N.J.

Arrangements were by the
McChesney Funeral Home in
Moorestown, N.J.
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Scotch Plains Rescue Squad:
Have Fun But Stay Safe

SCOTCH PLAINS — As we head
out to holiday parties and get ready to
celebrate New Year’s Eve, prepara-
tion goes a long way. Let’s make sure
we and others get home safely this
holiday season.

As a guest, along with thinking
about what to wear and what to bring,
it’s also important to think about how
to get home if you have too much to
drink. It’s always a good idea to have
a designated driver in your group. If
this isn’t an option, have a friend
available to call who can pick you up,
if necessary. Or, call a car service
such as Uber or a taxi, although on
some nights, such as New Year’s Eve,
these may not be readily available. If
the host is a good friend, and is will-
ing to have you stay over, pack an
overnight bag just in case.

For hosts, besides preparing for what
to serve and how to decorate, it’s also
necessary to plan how to get people
home safely once they leave your
home. Keep an eye on your guests,
and have people you know who haven’t
been drinking give rides to others.
Have plenty of food to eat, and con-
sider not serving alcohol after a cer-
tain time. Be ready to offer people a
place to sleep for the night, or drive
them home yourself if you are sober.

Partygoers may not intend to
overdo it, but many variables can
lead to intoxication. The amount of
food in a person’s stomach, how many
drinks consumed in a specific time
period, body fat, gender and medica-
tions can all have an effect on blood
alcohol levels. And only time can
sober someone up, not drinking cof-
fee or taking a cold shower.

Legally, anyone at or above a blood
alcohol concentration (BAC) of .08 is

considered intoxicated and can be
charged with DUI. At this level, re-
duced coordination, trouble concen-
trating, impaired perception, and poor
judgment can lead to devastating con-
sequences behind the wheel. Accord-
ing to MADD (Mothers Against Drunk
Drivers), “In 2013, 10,076 people died
in drunk driving crashes — one every
52 minutes — and 290,000 were in-
jured in drunk driving crashes.”

Let’s all do our part to prevent
drunk driving and make sure every-
one has a happy, healthy and safe
new year!

The Scotch Plains Rescue Squad is
a volunteer organization of Neighbors
Helping Neighbors. With over 90 vol-
unteers, the squad answers calls not
only in Scotch Plains but in surround-
ing towns as well when needed. Be-
sides answering calls, the public will
see squad ambulances at many special
events held in town, such as Scotch
Plains Day, the Memorial Day Parade,
high school football games, and the
summer concerts on the Village Green.
Squad personnel also are available to
provide demonstrations for Boy Scout
and Girl Scout troops, clubs, and any
other group that may be interested in
what the organization does. In addi-
tion, the squad lends out wheelchairs,
crutches, canes and other assorted
medical equipment free of charge.
Individuals are asked to reach out to
the squad if there is something the
squad can do for them at
scotchplainsrescuesquad@gmail.com
or (908) 322-2103 for non-emergen-
cies.

Contributing Author: Susan
Baldani, a member of the Scotch
Plains Rescue Squad.

Garwood Library Reveals
January Activity Schedule

GARWOOD — The Garwood Pub-
lic Library, located at 411 Third Av-
enue, has announced its schedule for
the month of January.

The Thursday Evening Book Club
will meet at 7 p.m. on January 7 to
discuss “What Alice Forgot” by Li-
ane Moriarty.

Fridays in January will be Puzzle
Fridays. Starting January 8 members
of the community are invited to come
to the library to help complete jigsaw
puzzles of all levels of difficulty. No
registration is required.

On Monday, January 11, the li-
brary will offer a “cool” winter Kid’s
Craft at 3:15 p.m. This craft is for
children in second grade or older.
Registration is required. Participa-
tion is limited to 20 children.

“Color Me Calm,” an hour of adult
coloring, will begin January 11, at
11:30 a.m., and will continue on
Mondays through February.

The Knitting Club will resume on
January 11, at 10:30 a.m., and will
continue to meet on Mondays and
Thursdays through the end of Febru-
ary. No registration is required. Par-
ticipation is limited to 10 persons.

ESL classes also will resume on Janu-
ary 11, at 1 p.m., and will continue to
meet on Mondays and Fridays through
February. Registration is required. Par-
ticipation is limited to eight persons.

Adult Education will meet at noon
on Tuesdays and Thursdays starting
on January 12. This class is for those

seeking to continue their elementary
or secondary education. Instruction
is available in English and Spanish.
Registration is required. Participa-
tion is limited to 10 persons.

An Adult Valentine Craft activity
will be featured January 12 at 6 p.m.
Registration is required. Participa-
tion is limited to 10 persons.

A Parent/Child Knitting Club will
begin on Wednesday, January 13, at
7 p.m., and will continue to meet
each Wednesday through February.
Children must be age 8 or older.
Needles will be provided. Registra-
tion is required. Participation is lim-
ited to 12 people.

A Kids’ Movie will be shown on
Tuesday, January 19, at 6 p.m. Regis-
tration is required. Participation is lim-
ited to 40 attendees. The LEGO Club
will meet on Thursday, January 21, at
3 p.m. This club is for children ages 5
to 12. Registration is required. Partici-
pation is limited to 20 youngsters.
Donations of LEGOS are welcome.

The Monday Afternoon Book Club
will meet at 1 p.m. on January 25 to
discuss Tracy Chevalier’s “The Last
Runaway.” No registration is required.

Toddler Story Time will resume on
Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m. on Janu-
ary 13.

Movie Time will be held on Fridays
at 10 a.m. on January 8, 15, 22 and 29.

The library will be closed on Fri-
day, January 1, for New Year’s Day
and on Monday, January 18, for Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. Day. For more
information, visit youseemore.com/
garwood or call (908) 789-1670.

John Gonnella, 89, Was Family Man,
U.S. Army Veteran and Teacher

John Gonnella, 89, of Westfield
and Italy passed away on Saturday,
December 19, 2015, with his loving
family at his bedside.

Mr. Gonnella was born in Italy and
came to the United States in 1947. He
went to the New Jersey Institute of
Technology and graduated with a
Bachelor in Mechanical Engineer-
ing. He served in the U.S. Army dur-
ing World War II. He taught at pres-
tigious private schools in South
Hampton and Rhode Island and was
employed as a teacher at East Jersey
State Prison in Rahway for many
years before retiring.

He was a very loving father and
caring husband who enjoyed spend-
ing time with family and friends. He
was a cultured person with much
knowledge in many fields. He also

loved visiting his hometown of
Pescopagano in Italy, where he had a
passion for gardening and tending to
his childhood home.

John is survived by his wife, Theresa
(Bavosa) Gonnella, and their daugh-
ter, Lisa, and her husband, Mauro
Brescia. He also will be deeply missed
by his two beautiful grandchildren,
Liviana and Jonathan. His two broth-
ers, Joseph and Pasquale, and sister,
Angela, preceded him in death.

A Mass of Christian Burial will be
offered today, Thursday, December
24, at 10 a.m., at the Holy Trinity
Roman Catholic Church in Westfield,
with interment to be held in Italy.

Arrangements are by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Av-
enue, Westfield.
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Sarah Morton Earns Gold
As Blue Devils Go Green

WESTFIELD — Sarah Morton, a
senior at Westfield High School and
member of Girl Scout Troop No.
50154, is receiving her Girl Scout
Gold Award this school year for her
project, “Blue Devils Go Green.”
The Gold Award, the highest award
presented to young women through
the Girl Scout organization, is given
to Girl Scouts who have addressed
the root cause of an issue with a
project that has been researched,
planned and carried out.

Last spring, after having spent
three years at Westfield High School,
Sarah decided to revamp the failing
recycling system at her school to
help reduce the school’s trash stream.
She worked with Michael Morris,
supervisor of buildings and grounds
for the Westfield school district, and
Greg diGirolamo, head custodian at
Westfield High School, to find the
root causes of the lack of recycling
in the school. These issues included
misinformation, lost bins and the
accepted knowledge by many stu-
dents that the recycling was going in
the trash anyway, “so why bother?”

To address these issues Sarah
teamed up with her project adviser,
Meghan Haley-Quigley, who works
as the sustainability coordinator for
Union College in Schenectady, N.Y.
With knowledge of the issue gained
from Ms. Haley-Quigley, Sarah cre-
ated a plan to revamp the recycling
system. She approached Peter
Renwick, principal of Westfield
High School, with the plan, and
with his enthusiastic support, be-

gan the project.
First small bins for the classrooms

were purchased from
RecyclingRules.org, a nonprofit or-
ganization that helps supply cus-
tomized recycling solutions for resi-
dential and commercial properties.
Larger recycling bins for the caf-
eterias, auditorium and gyms also
were purchased. Sarah created and
placed on all the bins easy-to-read
signs that explained what could and
could not be recycled. Westfield
High School has single stream re-
cycling so all paper, cardboard, plas-
tic, glass and cans can be placed in
the same bin, something that many
students did not know.

Before school started, with the help
of a friend, Ann-Sophie Koglin, the
bins were placed around the school.
In addition to Ann-Sophie, Sarah
expressed special thanks to Linzy
Rosen, a sophomore whose help and
enthusiasm was greatly appreciated.
Sarah also thanked her parents, Carol
and Burleigh Morton, for what she
called their “fantastic support and
help throughout the project.”

The recycling program will be
kept running by the Westfield High
School Key Club with the help of
students like Linzy and other envi-
ronmentally-aware teenagers. Sa-
rah will leave the club with the
posters and signs she created but
hopes that in the future other stu-
dents will continue “Blue Devils
Go Green” with their own initia-
tives to make Westfield High School
a little greener each year.

BLUE GOES GREEN...Westfield High School senior Sarah Morton displays one
of the recycling bins installed at her school through her Girl Scout Gold Award
Project, entitled “Blue Devils Go Green,” to revamp the school’s recycling
program.

Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group

Dentistry for Infants, Children
Adolescents, and Special Needs

555 Westfield Avenue, Westfield
www.kidsandsmiles.com

908-232-1231

Julie Jong, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Kelly Walk, D.D.S.
Board Certified

John Chang, D.D.S.
Board Certified

• New Patients Welcome
• Laser Dentistry
• In Office General Anesthesia

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

· DWI · Criminal Defense
· Business Representation · Civil Litigation

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

24 Hours ·  53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
kaplowlaw@aol.com richardjkaplow.com

FAMILY LAW
·  Divorce ·  Domestic Violence

· Custody ·  Child Support

( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7

Literacy Volunteers to Hold
Winter Tutor Training

AREA — Literacy New Jersey
(LNJ), dedicated to providing free,
student-centered tutoring services
to adults who struggle to read, write
and speak English, is now register-
ing volunteers for its Winter 2016
Tutor Training classes.

Training sessions will be held as
follows: Saturday, January 9, 9:30
a.m. to noon; Thursday, January
14, 7 to 9:30 p.m.; Saturday, Janu-
ary 23, 9:30 a.m. to noon; Monday,
January 25, 7 to 8:30 p.m., and
Saturday, January 30, 9:30 a.m. to
noon.

The sessions on January 9, 14
and 30 will be held at the Cranford
Community Center, located at 220
Walnut Avenue; the January 23 ses-
sion will take place at the Elizabeth
Public Library, located at 11 S.
Broad Street, Elizabeth, and the
January 25 session will be offered
at St. Luke’s Parish, located at 867
Westfield Avenue, Elizabeth. This
is a five-session course.

LNJ volunteer tutors will be
matched with a small group of stu-
dents from the growing waiting list
of adults who have turned to LNJ
for help reading, writing and speak-

ing English. Tutors meet with their
students in a public location, usu-
ally a Union County public library,
for two hours each week. New vol-
unteers are asked to make a com-
mitment of 50 hours.

LNJ provides ongoing supervi-
sion and support to tutors in the
form of free Professional Develop-
ment workshops on specific topics
such as Health Literacy, Learning
Disabilities, Financial Literacy and
Developing ESL Conversation and
Small Group Instruction.

To volunteer, individuals must be
at least 18 years old, able to speak
and read English and willing to
tutor in Union County. Tutors do
not need to have any teaching expe-
rience and do not need to speak a
foreign language. During the train-
ing, new volunteers will learn tech-
niques and develop skills to tutor
adult learners.

There is a $45 non-refundable
registration fee to cover the cost of
materials distributed to new volun-
teers. For more information, or to
register, call Literacy New Jersey at
(908) 486-1777 or e-mail Nancy
Lama at nlama@literacynj.org.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Scotch Plains Baptist
Announces Services

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Baptist Church, located at
333 Park Avenue, invites members
of the community to join the con-
gregation for Christmas Eve and
New Year’s Eve services.

The Christmas Eve service will
take place this evening, Thursday,
December 24, at 7 p.m., and the
New Year’s Eve service will be held
on Thursday, December 31, at 11
p.m. For further information, call
(908) 322-5487. All are welcome.

Concert to Celebrate
Guys and Dolls

WESTFIELD — The New Jersey
Youth Theatre (NJYT), a non-profit
organization, will present a Guys and
Dolls Benefit Concert on Friday and
Saturday, January 8 and 9, at 7 p.m.
both evenings. It will take place at
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield,
located at 140 Mountain Avenue.

All proceeds from this winter ben-
efit event will support NJYT’s profes-
sional training and performance pro-
gram, the only free program of its kind
state-recognized for more than 24
years as a major training ground for
aspiring young performers. For tick-
ets, visit guysndollsinconcert.bpt.me.
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MR. AND MRS. ADAM GERCKENS
(She is the former Miss Meredith Rucinsky)

Miss Meredith Rucinsky
Marries Adam Gerckens

Miss Meredith Rucinsky, the daugh-
ter of Thomas and Patricia Rucinsky
of Springfield, N.J., formerly of
Westfield, was married on Saturday,
July 11, 2015, to Adam Gerckens of
Westfield. He is the son of Ron and
Cindy Gerckens of Westfield.

The ceremony took place at the
Church of the Assumption of the
Blessed Virgin Mary in Morristown,
N.J., with the bride given in marriage
by her father. The Reverend Michael
Saporito, Pastor at St. Helen’s Church
in Westfield, officiated at the nup-
tials. A wedding reception followed
at the Lake Valhalla Club in Montville,
N.J. The rehearsal dinner, hosted by
the parents of the groom, took place
the night before the wedding at Chef
Fredy’s Table in Morristown.

The bride is a graduate of Westfield
High School and Gettysburg College
in Pennsylvania, with a degree in psy-
chology, magna cum laude. In addi-
tion, she earned her Master’s degree in
School Counseling, summa cum laude,
from Montclair State University in
New Jersey. She currently is employed
as a school counselor at Nutley High
School in New Jersey.

The bridegroom also is a graduate
of Westfield High School and
Gettysburg College with a degree in
mathematics and economics. He
earned his Master’s degree in Teach-
ing at Montclair State University and
currently is employed as a mathemat-
ics teacher at Westfield High School.

The couple currently resides in
Scotch Plains, N.J.

MR. AND MRS. NEIL SCHEMBRE
(She is the former Ms. Deborah J. Holze-Matos)

Ms. Deborah Holze-Matos
Weds Neil Schembre

Mr. Neil Fleming Schembre of
Sparta, N.J. and Ms. Deborah Jean
Holze-Matos of Scotch Plains were
married on Sunday, June 14, 2015,
at the Pilgrim Congregational
Church in Warren, N.J.

The bride was given away by her
father, Paul Holze of Bridgewater,
N.J. The service was performed by

the Reverend Virginia Scott. The
wedding party consisted of the
groom’s brother and best man, Drew
Blackham Schembre; his sister,
Megan Elizabeth Schembre; brides-
maid Fiorenza D’Aprano, a friend
of the bride, as well as the couple’s
children, Robert Matos, Jr., Adam
Matos and Breea Schembre.

Following the ceremony a recep-
tion was held at the Olde Mill Inn in
Basking Ridge, N.J. After a brief
honeymoon in the Berkshires, Mass.,
the couple resides in Warren, N.J.

Israel Support Committee
To Screen Documentaries

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Israel
Support Committee of Central New
Jersey will sponsor a documentary
film festival in January. Three docu-
mentaries will be screened at three
local synagogues. This festival will
be free and open to the public. Light
refreshments will be served. The
documentary films will include:

The Long Way Home, to be shown
on Sunday, January 10, at 2:30 p.m. It
will take place at Temple Beth O’r/
Beth Torah, located at 111 Valley
Road, Clark. This film, an Academy
Award winner for Best Documentary
Feature, describes the plight of Holo-
caust survivors as they worked their
way through the refugee camps try-
ing to locate family and to reach
Palestine to form a Jewish homeland.

In Our Own Hands will be fea-
tured on Sunday, January 24, at 3
p.m. It will be screened at Temple
Emanu-El, located at 756 East Broad
Street, Westfield. It traces the his-
tory of the “Jewish Brigade,” the
only all-Jewish fighting unit in World
War II. After the war, this unit helped
smuggle Holocaust survivors to Pal-
estine, participated in Israel’s War
of Independence and became the
nucleus of the Israeli army.

Into the Arms of Strangers: Stories of
the Kindertransport is the film for Sun-
day, January 31, at 2:30 p.m. It will be
screened at Congregation Beth Israel,
located at 18 Cliffwood Street, Scotch
Plains. Also an Academy Award win-
ner for Best Documentary Feature, it
tells how parents sent tens of thousands
of children away from German-held
land to strangers in Great Britain.

The Israel Support Committee of
Central New Jersey consists of repre-

sentatives from Congregation Beth
Israel of Scotch Plains, Temple
Emanu-El of Westfield, Temple
Sholom of Scotch Plains, Temple
Beth O’r/Beth Torah of Clark, Temple
Beth El/Mekor Chayim of Cranford,
Temple Beth Ahm Yisrael of Spring-
field and Congregation Anshe Chesed
of Linden. The mission of this com-
mittee is to disseminate information
about issues affecting Israel and pro-
vide support for the State of Israel.

To register and for more informa-
tion, contact Conrad Nadell at
conradwho@gmail.com or (908)
531-8228.

Winter Plants to Be
Program Topic

CRANFORD — The Hanson Park
Conservancy will welcome Anne
Haines from Deer Country Gardens in
Millstone Township on Tuesday, Janu-
ary 19, at 7:30 p.m. Her program will
be entitled “Winter Blooming Plants,
Flowers for the Forgotten Season.”
Free and open to the public, it will be
held at the Cranford Community Cen-
ter, located at 220 Walnut Avenue.

Ms. Haines’ nursery’s mission is
to offer new, unusual and uncom-
mon trees, shrubs, perennials, herbs,
annuals and edibles that are deer-
resistant and great garden plants. To
learn more about Deer Country Gar-
dens, visit deercountrygardens.com.
This program is sponsored by the
Hanson Park Conservancy and made
possible by a grant from Merck.
Additional information is available
at hansonparkconservancy.com.

Cranford Rec. Has
Openings Available

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Recreation and Parks Department
has announced that openings are
still available in its Winter 2015/
2016 Pre-school/Kinder, Youth and
Adult programs.

Programs are for Cranford resi-
dents only. To register, come to the
Cranford Community Center, lo-
cated at 220 Walnut Avenue, or go
to register.communitypass.net/
cranford.

For more details on these pro-
grams, go to cranford.com/rec, click
on Information and click on the
brochure, or call the recreation de-
partment at (908) 709-7283.

Cranford Library Schedules
Story Times For January

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Public Library, located at 224 Wal-
nut Avenue, has announced its
schedule of story time programs
for January.

The library will offer a Bilingual
Story Time for ages 3 to 5 on Mon-
day, January 4, at 10:15 a.m., and
another session for children ages
18 months to 3 years on Wednes-
day, January 6, also at 10:15 a.m.
These special, language-rich story
times will be led by an instructor
from Jump! Immersion School.

Babies and toddlers and their
caregivers are invited to come to
the library for Music & Movement
Story Time on Saturday, January 9,
at 10:15 a.m., in the Raddin Room.
This short, lively story time is
packed with songs and is designed
for children ages 3 to 23 months.

The library’s regular story time
session resumes at the end of the
month, and story times are avail-
able for children of every age. Fam-
ily Story Time, an interactive fam-
ily program, will be held on Mon-

days, at 1:30 p.m., from January
25 to March 14. All ages are wel-
come. Preschool-age youngsters
are invited to the library on Tues-
days, at 10:15 a.m., from January
26 to March 15. Story time helps
to impart essential pre-literacy
skills that help children prepare
for Kindergarten while having fun.

Two-year-olds and their accom-
panying adults and siblings are in-
vited for Toddler Story Time on
Wednesdays, at 10:15 a.m., from
January 27 to March 16. Finally,
Baby Story Time, created for chil-
dren ages 3 to 23 months, will
feature singing of songs, sharing a
book or two, and learning some
fun new rhymes.

No registration is required and
admission to all programs is free.
For a list of other upcoming pro-
grams, visit the library’s web page
at cranford.com.

AARP Chapter Sets
Meeting For Jan. 4

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Area AARP Chapter 4137 will hold
its first meeting of the new year on
Monday, January 4, at 1 p.m. It will
take place at the Scotch Hills Coun-
try Club, located at the intersection
of Jerusalem Road and Plainfield
Avenue in Scotch Plains.

Joanne Hamilton Rajoppi, who is
the Union County Clerk as well as a
local author, will be the guest speaker.
Ms. Rajoppi will tell some of the
stories of New Brunswick and the
Civil War, taken from the letters of
those people who experienced it.

Her book, “New Brunswick and
the Civil War: The Brunswick Boys
in the Great Rebellion,” relates this
aspect of area history. Her book won
Honorable Mention in the 2014 North
Jersey Civil War Roundtable Book
Contest. A short business meeting
will follow this program and will end
with refreshments and fellowship.

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments

•

•

•

•

357 South Ave, East · Westfield, NJ 

908-233-6030 · westfieldanimal.com 

Happy Holidays from your friends at 

Westfield Animal Hospital! 
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We are now open 7 days a week! 

Mon-Fri 8a-8p, Sa 8a-3p & Su 9a-1p 

 FREE Night of  
Boarding with  
a Week Stay* 

*One coupon per  client.  Cannot  
be combined with any other offer.  

Expires 1/31/2016 

RRRRRREEEEEEFFFFFRRRREEEEEE iiiiggggggghhhhhhtttttt oooooooNNNNNEEEEE NNNNN ooooooffffff
BBBBBBooooooaaaaaarrrrrddddddiiiinnnnnnggggggg wwwwwwiiiitttttthh
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hhhhhh
ooooooooffff 

aaaaaaa WWWWWWeeeeeeeeeeeekkkkkkk SSSSSStttttaaaaaaayyyyyy******
BBBBooooaaaarrrdddddiinnnnngggggg wwwwiiitttthhhhh

FREE Exam for  
New Clients* 

*For new clients Only. One coupon 
per  client.  Cannot be combined 

with any other offer.  Expires 
1/31/2016 

FFFFFFRRRRRREEEEEEEEEEEE xxxxxxaaaaaammmmmm ffffffooooooEEEEEEExxxxEEEEE EEEEEE ooooorrrrr
NNNNNNeeeeeeewwwwww CCCCCCCllliiiieeeeeeennnnnnttttttssssss******

FFFFRRRREEEEEEEE xxxxaaaammmm ffffoooooEEExxEEE EEE oorrrr 

Let us help you welcome your 
new family member 

LLLLLLeeeeeeetttttt uuuuuuussssss hhhhhheeeeeeeellllppppppp yyyyyyyooooooouuuuuuu wwwwwwweeeeeeeellllcccccccooooooommmmmmmeeeeeee yyyyyyyyooooooouuuuuuurrrrrr 
nnnnnnneeeeeeewwwwwwww ffffffaaaaaaammmmmmiiiiillllyyyyyyy mmmmmmmeeeeeeemmmmmmmbbbbbbeeeeee

uuuuuussssss hhhhheeeeeelllpppppp yyyyyyooooouuuu wwwwweeeeeelllcccccoooooommmmmmeeeeee yyyyooo
eeeeeeerrrrrrrr

mmmmeeeeee yyyyyyy

Ask about our “Smart Start”  
Puppy & Kitten Packages 

starting at $179! 
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Your savings could add up to  
hundreds of dollars when you  
put all your policies together  
under our State Farm® roof.
GET TO A BETTER STATE.™ 
CALL ME TODAY.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, 
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

See just how big your  
savings could be.

Discounts as 
big as a house. 
Or condo.
Or apartment.

1103155.1

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ  07090
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

The Family Law Department of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski 

Presents 

 

 Back row: Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq., Jennifer L. Young, Esq. & Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair) 

  Front row: Eva Uhrik, Esq. and Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq. 

 

5 Lawyers, 5 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates 

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including 

custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony, child 

support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, mediation, domestic violence, 

palimony, post-divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions 

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference 

 

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C. 

340 North Avenue 

Cranford, New Jersey 07016 

(908) 272-0200 

www.dughihewit.com 

Brooks Crandall for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HOLIDAY CHEER… Santa Claus is greeted by children at the Emmanuel
Cancer Foundation’s annual holiday party on December 13.

DUGHI, HEWIT & DOMALEWSKI

Criminal Defense Matters

State and Municipal Criminal Court

Motor Vehicle Tickets • DWI

Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor

Mention this ad for a complimentary conference

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
(908) 272-0200 • www.dughihewit.com

Probitas Verus Honos



A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, December 24, 2015 Page 9

THE WEEK IN SPORTS
Sports Section

 Pages 9-13

© 2015 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

Office: 908-233-5555 x 202 • Direct: 908-301-2038 • email: isre@aol.com • Broker/Sales Associate

FRANK D. ISOLDI
#1 Agent Westfield Office: 2006-2014

TheIsoldiCollection.com

Niko Cappello (182) Cranford CougarsJarek Gozdieski (160) WestfieldDave Brown (Hwt) Union Farmers Tyler Gazaway (145) New Providence

Cranford Cougars Team to Beat for UCT Top Rung by David B. Corbin

Saverio Salfcas (195) Brearley Bears

Having reached the top rung on the
Union County ladder last year, the
Cranford Cougars appear to be envi-
sioning being on the “Top Shelf” in
the section and possibly the region.
Roselle Park Panthers and Governor
Livingston Highlanders can fill all
the weight classes and have several
returning varsity veterans. (Several
wrestlers may drop a class come tour-
nament time)

Westfield Blue Devils:
The Blue Devils return three Re-

gion 3 qualifiers. “The success of the
team is going to hinge on how the
newer guys that were JV last year,
how they progress,” Head Coach Glen
Kurz said.

Chris Hoerle (sr. — 113): Second
in district at 113, finished 16-17

Jack Miller (jr — 170): Third in
district, 2nd in Park Tourney at 152,
finished 15-7

Jerek Gozdieski (sr — 160): Third
in UCT, 1st in district, 4th in region at
160. Finished 29-8

Devin Anderson (sr — 182): Fin-
ished 21-11 at 170

Keep eye on Phil Ricci (jr — 220),
Zach Rabinowitz (jr — 106)

Roselle Park:
The Panthers enter the season with

955 career victories since the pro-
gram began and have 38 athletes in
the room with several Region 3 quali-
fiers and an NJSIAA qualifier.

Coach John Ranieri said, “We had
a very productive off-season prepar-
ing younger wrestlers for future suc-
cess. We are looking forward to our
veterans stepping up, providing real
good leadership. Barring injury, we
will be competitive.”

Dave Forstenhausler (jr — 152):
Third in UCT, first district, finished
24-10

Chris Gural (sr — 113): UCT &
district champ, 3rd in region, finished
28-9

Will Ferdinando (sr — 182): Sec-
ond in UCT (195), 1st in district (182),
finished 29-6

Joe Devito (sr — 160): District
champ, finished 21-15

Watch out for Sebastian Leo (sr —
220).

Cranford:
The UCT champion Cougars re-

turn five district champs, three sec-
onds and a third and are loaded with
talent.

“Our lineup looks pretty tough all
the way from 106 we have a bunch of
freshmen vying for that spot. That’s a

good problem to have,” Head Coach
Pat Gorman said.

Andrew Tompkins (sr – 160):
Second in UCT and district at 160,
finished 25-11

Niko Cappello (sr — 182): UCT,
district & region champ, seventh in
state at 182, finished 35-6

Tom DiGiovanni (jr — 120): UCT
& district champ, third in region at
120, finished 32-10

Anthony Capece (jr — 113): Sec-
ond in UCT, 1st district at 106, fin-
ished 23-11

Chris Scorese (jr — 132): First in
UCT & district, 3rd region at 126,

finished 34-7
David Busch (sr — 138): Third in

UCT, 2nd district at 138, finished 23-
11

Vince Concina (jr — 145): Dis-
trict champ, finished 27-9

Brian McGovern (jr — 152): Sec-
ond in UCT & district at 145, finished
27-12

Kevin Doran (sr — hwt): Third in
district

Scotch Plains-Fanwood:
The Raiders graduated a strong

senior class but may have some sur-
prises to fill in the vacancies.

“We are going to have guys who
will shock a couple of guys from
other teams because they have been
hiding behind some of our super-
stars,” Raider Head Marc Fabiano
said.

Jashmar Philippe (sr – 132): Sec-
ond in district, finished 19-17.

Jaylen Bryant (sr – 195): Second
in district, finished 16-17

Keep eye on Jack Cannon (so —
132-138), Sam Wustefeld (so — 170)
Nadin Korkmaz (sr — 120) and Nick
Palazzola (so — 138)

Brearley Bears:
Head Coach Mike Kiley is return-

ing state qualifier Saverio Salfcas

(220) who has been trimming down
to a ripped 195-lbs.

“The guys that we do have put in a
lot of work during the off-season, so
we are excited to see how they de-
velop. Tim Murphy has been to re-
gions three years. He will be making
his fourth trip, hoping to punching
his ticket to AC. Saverio is a kid you
want to coach. He does all the right
things.”

Saverio Salfcas (sr — 195): UCT
& district champ, second in region,
finished 25-5

Tim Murphy (sr — 132): Third
UCT & district at 132, finished 16-7

A. L. Johnson Crusaders:
The Crusaders are expected to for-

feit four weight classes but are look-
ing forward to several good individual
performances.

“Kyle Gregorio has 88 wins. He
going to be the second wrestler in
Johnson history to get over 100 wins,”
Head Coach Mike Seiter said. “Our
numbers aren’t that great but we have
eight studs. More of an individual
based team!”

Chris Fuschetto (so — 126): Third
UCT & district at 120, finished 34-6

Kyle Gregorio (sr — 132): Sec-
ond in district at 113 as sophomore,
finished 25-13

Wyatt Bohm (sr – 145): Fourth in
UCT at 138

Others: Ryan Bohm (sr — 160):
Governor Livingston:

The Highlanders pulled off a
shocker last year and finished second
in the UCT. Once again, the High-
landers, with 25 in the room, can
offer a full lineup.

“We have seven guys returning with
20 wins. I am hoping they can keep
up the good work. I am hoping these
younger guys, the JV guys from last
year step up and do what they are

Chris Gural (113) Ros. Park Panthers

Tom DiGiovanni (120) Cranford Cougars CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

908-322-4178

35 South Avenue, Fanwood, NJ 07023

M-F 10am-6pm | Th 10am-8pm | Sa 10am-5pm | Su 12-5pm

109 Quimby Street, 

M-Tu W-F 11am-6pm | Th 11am-8pm
Sa 10am-5pm | Su

ShovlinMattress.com

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!
from the 

Shovlin Family

NEW 2
ND 

LOCATION!

THE ULTIMATE 8 HOUR EXPERIENCE.

Chris Scorese (132) Cranford Cougars

Have a Very Merry Christmas!
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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

All We Want For X-mas
Is a Game vs. Cranford

Cranford has been very good lately
in football – 12-0 this year and 11-1,
7-4, 7-3-1 and 10-1 the previous four
years. That’s 47-9-1 the past five
years. So it’s really too bad that a
WHS-CHS match won’t happen –
thanks to the Mid-State 38
Conference’s rules.

If I still got Christmas presents,
that’s all I would ask for – Cranford
somewhere on WHS’s 2016 football
schedule, and every year after that,
too. The two schools play in every
other sport, just not the one that thou-
sands and thousands would come out
to watch. And that’s especially true
right now, given that both teams were
12-0 and ranked in the Top 10 by
nj.com.

Seriously, does anybody enjoy
those long 80- to 100-mile roundtrip
drives through the back roads of West
Jersey to play some school you’ve
never heard of? Cranford is just five
miles away. But the Mid-State 38
rules say teams can only schedule up
or down one group size, so Group a 5
school can’t schedule a Group 3.

Football scheduling is all about
power points, and neighborhood ri-
valries have become passé. But if
WHS could get more power points
from beating a Group 3 Cranford
with seven wins than from beating a
Group 5 like Montgomery, North
Hunterdon or Hunterdon Central with
three wins, why not do it?

“I have no control over it,” Westfield
AD Sandy Mamary said. “They give
us our schedules, and it’s based strictly
on school size. Proximity or rivalries
has nothing to do with it.”

A WHS-CHS game would satisfy
those who are only concerned with
power points and playoffs. And it
would also satisfy those who love
their ancient backyard rivalries. Plus,
it would settle, or maybe create, a lot
of arguments at The Office Bar and
Grill in both towns.

Here are WHS’s five most-frequent
football opponents over the years: 1.
Plainfield 111 times, 2. Rahway 60,
3. Scotch Plains 55, 4. Union 53, 5.
Cranford 50. The Blue Devils lead
the Cranford series 37-13, but they’ve
lost four of the last five meetings, the
most recent in 2007.

Oh well, the football fanatics in
both towns can dream about it, but it’s
not going to happen unless Cranford
gets a little bigger, or WHS gets a
little smaller.

FOOTBALL TIDBITS
This past football season was one

to long cherish and remember. It was
also “one for the books,” as in the
record books. Here are some of the
major accomplishments.

Senior Jack Curry established
school single-season records for car-
ries (278) and yards (1,709), and also
career records for carries (572) and
yards (3,227). He had four 200-yard
games; nobody else ever had more
than two. Curry also finished No. 2 in
school-season touchdowns (27) and
points (162), and No. 3 in career
touchdowns (39) and points (234).
He also tied eight others for the school
record with five touchdowns against
Columbia.

Senior Zach Kelly finished as the
No. 4 quarterback in career comple-
tions with 130, just two behind former
NFL QB Dave Brown. He also fin-
ished sixth in career yards (1,594)
and career touchdowns (15). Kelly
(66 of 117, 870 yards), junior Phil
Martini (51 of 80, 717) and sopho-
more Jake Vall-Llobera (1-for-1, 10)

combined for 118 completions, sec-
ond only to the 123 completions by
Christian Menares-Brown (116) and
Chris Hogge (7) in 2012. But this
year’s trio combined for a school-
record 1,597 yards.

Despite missing the first two play-
off games due to injury, junior Jack
Shirk pulled in 38 passes for 511
yards, No. 3 and No. 6 all-time. And
with 45 career grabs for 608 yards, he
stands No. 7 and 9 all-time. Shirk tied
the school record with nine catches
against North Hunterdon.

Senior Chris Boutsikaris tied
Charlie Luce’s 81-year-old record
with four touchdown catches against
Scotch Plains. Incredibly, “Boots” did
that in just the first half! Sadly he
went down with a torn ACL against
Hunterdon Central and missed the

final 4½ games.
Junior Mike Moriarty kicked a

school record eight field goals and
booted 50 PATs, just one short of the
school record set by K.C. Knobloch
in 1977. He’s also third in career
kicking points with 111, trailing
Knobloch (113) and Jon Gribbin
(132), and second in career field goals
with 13, three behind Gribbin.

The team put up 412 points (the
school record of 413 was set in 1977)
while piling up 2,487 yards rushing

and 1,597 on the ground. That’s 4,084
yards on 629 plays, an average of 6.5
yards per snap.

Curry, Owen Colwell, Owen
Kessler, Tom Morley and Jake
Kurstedt earned all-state honors from
nj.com (Star Ledger). Curry got first
team all-Groups, Colwell and Kessler
were third team all-Groups, Morley
and Kurstedt were second team Group
5. From 1978-2014 there had only
been three other first team all-groups
from WHS – end Kent Baldwin in
1978, lineman Tom Norton in 1991
and back A.J. Murray in 2010. The
last time WHS had five all-staters was
1970. They had six in 1944, 1945 and
1947, and an all-time best seven in
1943 – Ted Vreeland, Chick Stevens,
George Clarke, Jack Griffin, Ed (Red)
MacCloskey, George Mead and John
Murphy.

In nj.com’s final rankings, WHS
was No. 6 in the state, and No. 1
among Group 5 schools. And Jim
Desarno was the Union County Coach
of the Year.

Senior fullback Chris Varano won
the American Legion’s Ray Bailey
Scholarship Award at the 49th football
team dinner. The Booster Club’s Most
Valuable Senior honors went to Curry
on offense and Colwell on defense.

The football team got the 600th
win in program history against Scotch
Plains. WHS finished the season at
610, the fifth winningest program in
state history. Here are the top 10
teams: Phillipsburg 671, Montclair
630, Paulsboro 623, Hammonton 620,
Westfield 610, Atlantic City 600,
Woodbury 586, Glassboro 582,
Millville 577, South River 562.

The Westfield Bulldogs of
Chantilly, Virginia, went 14-1 and
captured the 6A championship on
Dec. 12 with a 49-42 triple-overtime
victory over Oscar Smith of Chesa-
peake at the University of Virginia.

THIS AND THAT
Christina Seery, WHS’s outstand-

ing junior field hockey goalie, set two
school record this year – saves in a
game (39 vs. West Essex) and a sea-
son (283).

The WHS bowling team has been
struggling, but Tavis Brunson has been
on fire. The senior rolled a 655 series,
including games of 237 and 238,
against Elizabeth, then had a 270
game versus Scotch Plains.

Griff Morgan celebrated his 17th
birthday by winning the 100 freestyle
in 48.22 during WHS’s 101½-68½

rout of Bridgewater-Raritan in a
match-up of the state swim powers.
That time moved the talented junior
into the No. 10 spot all-time at WHS,
bumping ’90s legend Sean Schafer to
11th. Sophomore Steven Warren’s
58.74 jumped him to No. 4 all-time in
the 100 breast. Bridgewater won the
girls portion of the double dual 92-78
but the Blue Devils kept it interesting
to the finish behind double winner
Gwyn Devin. Emily Oster and Emily
McCann were also individual win-

ners. WHS and B-R will likely meet
again in mid-February in the sec-
tional finals.

The boys’ basketball team kicked
off its season Saturday with a huge
57-51 victory over 13th-ranked St.
Mary. It was a nice way for coach
Daryl Palmieri to start his fifth winter
at WHS. And it avenged four straight
losses to the Hilltoppers the past two
seasons. Parker Hess had 21 points
and Owen Murray had a triple double
(10 assists, 18 points, 10 rebounds).

IN PASSING
Billy Austin, a Fanwood native and

an all-America single-wing tailback
at Rutgers who finished sixth in the
1958 Heisman Trophy balloting,
passed away Dec. 10 at age 78. He
was also an all-America in lacrosse.

Dolph Schayes, a superstar in the
early days of the NBA, passed away
Dec. 10 at age 87 after fighting can-
cer. A 12-time all-star in 16 seasons,
Schayes averaged 18.5 points.

Harry Morgan, who portrayed Of-
ficer Bill Gannon on TV’s Dragnet
and later Colonel Sherman Potter on
M*A*S*H, passed away Dec. 11 at
age 96.

Eddie Belford, a 1975 WHS gradu-
ate and Westfield policeman who had
a legendary career as a softball player,
passed away Dec. 17 at age 57 after a
long battle with lung cancer. Belford
was a fixture at shortstop and batting
leadoff for the legendary Sacks Pac
and Franklin Bowlers softball teams
in the Westfield Men’s Softball
League.

Coming Jan. 7, the Den’s “History
of … ” series returns with boys bas-
ketball.
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Zach Kelly finished No. 4 in career completions with 130, just two behind former
NFL quarterback Dave Brown. Tony DiIorio with 164 and Dan Kerr with 158 are
the top two.

CURRY SUPER 100, 1ST TEAM ALL-STATE ALL-GROUPS

Blue Devils Won State Crown
As Complete Football ‘Team’

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

“Total Team” would be two words
that could accurately describe this
year’s Westfield High School foot-
ball Blue Devils. Special teams, of-
fensive teams and defensive teams,
along with a solid team of coaches,
all threw in their “two cents” and by
the end of the season that sum added
up to a “perfect” 12-0 record and a
North 2, Group 5 Championship.

“I agree! I think in the 10 years that
I have been here, this is the most
complete. We were telling the kids
going into the finals, one of the rea-
sons we were 11-0 was because we
were 11-0 on special teams. We were
winning that part of the game,” Blue
Devil Head Coach Jim DeSarno said.
“We had a mix of offensive and de-
fensive players. Mike Moriarty did
an awesome job as a kicker. Our
cover guys, we had some sophomores,
Shea Elliott and Jacob Dayon. And
near the end, Ben Kelly stepped up.
We had starters that were great, Kyle
Dombrowski, Owen Kessler and
Steve Barmakian, Jelani Pierre.”

When kicking off or punting, the
Blue Devil special teams did consis-
tently swarm the return men before
they could actually get any kind of
forward traction. Dayon recorded 11
special team tackles. While on the re-
ceiving end, senior Jelani Pierre, with
the help of his “team” and his crafty
movements, amassed 373 yards and
one touchdown on punt returns and
added 118 more yards on kickoffs.

Defensively, “Team” Blue Devils
were a never-ending nightmare to
opposing quarterbacks inflicting
memorable sacks and throws for
losses, along with numerous knocked
down passes. Senior outside line-
backer Owen Colwell led the team
with 53 tackles and 12 knocked down
passes. Senior inside linebacker Steve
Barmakian had 46 tackles and junior
defensive end Owen Kessler made 44
including 10 sacks and 13 throws for
losses (TFL). Junior cornerback
Ishmael Glasco recorded 44 and had
10 knockdowns. Junior defensive
tackle Jeff Gagum had 39 with 13
TFL.

“Defensively, I can’t say enough
about how good we played on de-
fense. I don’t know how you rank
defenses, but our defense had to be
ranked pretty high. Nobody had mon-
ster stats because everybody contrib-
uted. We never had the same leading
tacklers twice all year long,” Coach
DeSarno pointed out.

Senior linebacker/co-captain Mike
O’Connor made 35 tackles and had
two interceptions. Junior defensive
tackle Nick Maher had 33 tackles, 10
TFL, five sacks and a major fumble
recovery. Senior linebacker Jacob
Kurstedt had 30 tackles with nine
TFL, two sacks and two intercep-
tions. Dombrowski made 29 tackles
with nine TFL, four sacks and an
interception. Seniors Sid Douglas
(free safety) and co-captain Brett
Robertshaw (cornerback) each

knocked down seven passes. Sopho-
more Jake Vall-Llobera made 19 tack-
les.

“Kenny Miller [defensive coordi-
nator] does a tremendous job with
that defense. They run in practice,
they run all the time, it shows on the
field. We were not the biggest and I’m
not sure we were the strongest, but we
can run sideline to sideline and we
can play four quarters,” Coach
DeSarno said. “They are well
coached. Matt Andzel does the de-
fensive line. To put it on an 11-on-11
scenario, sometimes doesn’t trans-
late. All those kids took to it. They put
it out on the field.”

Offensively, “Team” Blue Devils
easily trampled all of their opponents
except Linden (10-7) and
Bridgewater-Raritan (10-7 — cham-
pionship game) to finish with a 412-
103 points scored/points allowed
margin. Senior/co-captain running
back Jack Curry established numer-
ous school records (See Devils Den
— December 17 page 12) which in-
cluded rushing 1,709 yards on 278
carries with 27 touchdowns (TD).

Charles Mulrooney for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GOING OUT IN STYLE...The Blue Devil seniors went out in style after defeating Bridgewater-Raritan, 10-7, at MetLife
Stadium for the North 2, Group 5 Championship. The seniors are: Jacob Kurstedt (1), Sid Douglas (4), Jelani Pierre (6),
JD Marner (7), Owen Colwell (11), Zach Kelly (14), Brett Robertshaw (20), Jack Curry (27), Chris Varano (32), Steve
Barmakian (33), Mike O’Connor (42), James Hoodja (46), Brendan Collum (55), Devin Zrebiec (56), Erik Swanson (65),
Tim Norris (71), Tom Morley (12), Rob Soriano (83) and Chris Boutsikaris (87).

Cougars Win 4 Titles
At TCNJ Mat Tourney
The Cranford High School wres-

tling team claimed four champions
and had one second place at the TCNJ
Tournament on December 19. Chris
Scorese pulled off a 7-5, overtime
victory at 132-lbs over Owen
McClave, a former NJSIAA fifth
place winner. Anthony Capece (113)
won by dicision as did Vince Concina
(145) and Nike Cappello (182).
Connor Halpin placed second at 106.

WF’s Miller Gets First
At Del Val. Tourney
Westfield High School junior Jack

Miller captured first place at 170-
lbs with an 8-2 decision over Rich
Brown (West Deptford) at the Dela-
ware Valley Tournament on Decem-
ber 19. Jarek Gozdieski took second
at 160-lbs and Zach Rabinowitz
placed second at 106-lbs.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

Raiders Rout Summit
In Mat Opener, 63-12
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High

School wrestling team won all but
three bouts in a 63-12 victory over
Summit in Scotch Plains. Justin
Sidebottom (113), Jacob Perone
(120), Nadin Korkmaz (126), Alex
Oslislo (145), Mike Ramos (152),
Brandon Miguelino (160), Sam
Wustefeld (170), George Ramos
(182), Frank DiNizo (195) and Jaylen
Bryant (220) all collected six team
points, while heavyweight Bob Mount
earned a 3-1 decision.

Blue Devils Top Union
In Mat Opener, 42-30
The Westfield High School wres-

tling team defeated the visiting Union
Farmers, 42-30, in the season opener
on December 18. Zach Rabinowitz
won by fall at 106-lbs as did Emmett
Smith at 120-lbs, Jarek Gozdieski at
160-lbs, Jack Miller at 170-lbs and
Phil Ricca at 220-lbs. Devin Anderson
won by 8-4 decision at 182-lbs, Ryan
Bass won 13-7 at 145-lbs and Chris
Hoerle received a forfeit at 113-lbs.

H. S. Sport Shorts:

Probitas Verus Honos
David B. Corbin (2012 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Remembering the great Ed Belford
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Westfield Tobacco & News
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FRIES, SCHETELICH MAKE ALL-STATE ALL-GROUPS

Cougar Gridders Set Records,
Won North 2, Group 3 Crown

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

One year of vigorous preparation
with one specific goal in mind paid
off for this year’s Cranford High
School (CHS) football team. After a
heartbreaking loss to Parsippany Hills
in the North 2, Group 3 champion-
ship game last year for their only
setback, the Cougars buckled down
even more to zoom through the regu-
lar season unblemished then finally
achieved their goal when they
trounced the Chatham Cougars, 50-
23, at Kean University to bring home
the North 2, Group 3 Championship.

Last year the Cougars set a CHS
record for most points scored (454)
and most wins in a season to finish
11-1. This year the Cougars did one
better with each, outscoring oppo-
nents 515-185 and finishing with a
perfect 12-0 record.

“There was no guarantee that we
were going back to the final. I was
proud of our determination and will-
ingness to work hard. We really im-
proved throughout the year. We were
not a championship level team at the
outset of the season. People had to
embrace new roles. Guys that started
before had to become leaders. Guys
starting for the first time had to learn to
play at a high level. Other people had to
embrace roles as special teams guys or
look team guys. Everyone embraced
these roles for the good of the team. The
focus became singular: to win a state
championship,” Cougar Head Coach
Erik Rosenmeier said. “I am proud of
what we were able to accomplish.”

What may have helped the Cougars
was an immediate wakeup call when
they squeaked out a 24-23 victory in
their season opener at Warren Hills.
From that point onward, the Cougars,
with the exception of a 28-21 victory
over Delaware Valley, trampled their

remaining opponents almost all via
Mercy Rule. That success was achieved
with a lightning-striking offense and a
tenacious first team defense that si-
lenced their opponents to set up the
Mercy Rule, which then allowed their
backup offense and defense to experi-
ence valuable playing time.

Senior quarterback Jack Schetelich
dazed opponents with a balanced run-
ning and passing game. Schetelich
carried 166 times for 1,122 yards and
21 touchdowns (TD). He also made
good use of numerous receivers to
complete 102 of 162 passes for 1,998
yards and another 24 TDs.

Junior Ryan Bakie was one of
Schetelich’s favorite receivers with 31
grabs for 581 yards and seven TDs.
Bakie also carried the ball 37 times for
461 yards, including nine TDs. Add-
ing his punt and kickoff returns and his
20-yards with interceptions, Bakie fin-
ished with 1,234 all-purpose yards.

Senior Joe Norton had 24 recep-
tions for 481 yards, including six
TDs. As the kicking specialist, Norton
nailed 53 points after touchdown
(PAT) and one field goal. Senior Sean
Leonard had 26 receptions for 523
yards, including four TDs. He carried
21 times for 293 yards and three TDs,
and with his punt and kickoff returns
and interception, Leonard amassed
1,161 all-purpose yards.

Junior Brian McGovern had 397
yards and five TDs on 60 carries and
added five receptions for 58 yards.
Junior Brian Oblachinski carried 14
times for 98 yards and two TDs, had
four receptions for 114 yards and two
TDs, and booted 11 PATs. Seniors
Will Budries had eight receptions for
181 yards and three TDs and Chris
Szekeres had a 35-yard TD recep-
tion. Junior James Wozniak had three
receptions for 25 yards and one TD.

Defensively, senior linebacker

Lucas Ramadan (26 tackles, 38 as-
sisted) led the team in sacks with 7.5
and throws for losses (TFL) with 10.
Senior linebacker Niko Cappello (38
tackles, 70 assisted) had 6.5 sacks
and three TFL. Sophomore Dylan
Budnik (19 tackles, 48 assisted) had
seven sacks and seven TFL. Senior
lineman Will Fries had six tackles
and 18 assisted with three TFL. Se-
nior lineman Ethan Tom (15 tackles,
27 assisted) had five sacks and eight
TFL. McGovern had 34 tackles and
55 assisted with six TFL.

Oblachinski led the team in inter-
ceptions with six, while Schetelich
had three, Bakie and Szekeres had
two each, and Norton and Leonard
had one each.

With all the glory of the season, 15
Cougars received post-season hon-
ors. Schetelich, who was named Mid
State Player of the Year, was selected
Second Team All-State All-Groups,
and First Team All-State Group 3 and
All-Raritan Division. Fries was se-
lected First Team All-State All-
Groups, All-Group 3 and All-Raritan
Division. Norton was selected First
Team All-State Group 3 and All-
Raritan Division. Cappello was
named First Team All-State Group 3
and All-Raritan Division.

Bakie was named Second Team
All-State Group3 and First Team All-
Raritan Division. Leonard was se-
lected Third Team All-State Group 3
and First Team All-Raritan Division.
Senior lineman Kevin Doran, Tom
and McGovern were selected First
Team All-Raritan Division.
Oblachinski, Ramadan, senior line-
man Mike Bellrose and junior wide
receiver Sean Bryson were selected
Second Team All-Raritan Division.
Senior linebacker Dylan Grady and
Budries were named Honorable Men-
tion All-Raritan Division.
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WILLIAMS SINKS 25, BATTLE 12 PTs, DOWNING 11 PTs

Raiders Roll Over Plainfield
In Girls Hoops Opener, 72-36

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls’ basketball team heads
into the 2015-16 season with a lot of
new faces and high expectations. If
Saturday night’s home opener against
Plainfield is any indication, those
expectations are justified. The Raid-
ers obliterated Plainfield, 72-36, on
December 19 in Scotch Plains. New
head coach Ryan McKenna was look-
ing for certain things from his players
in this contest and he got most if not
all of them.

“We want to bring a lot of high
energy to this year’s team,” said Coach
McKenna. “We want to play pressure
defense. The girls brought that on to
the court with them right from the
beginning of the game tonight.”

The Raiders played relentless full-
court defense against a badly
outmatched Plainfield team leading
to 16 steals and many more turn-

overs. The style is a marked change in
philosophy from last year’s team that
depended on half court defense to get
the job done.

“With a new staff in place and the
installation of a new defensive
scheme, it was important for us to
come out and play well,” said senior
Caroline Babis. “You know, when-
ever you are trying something new, it
always helps when you are able to
come out right away and be success-
ful with it. I think it helps everyone
see that things we are trying to do can
be effective on the court.”

Senior Amani Williams poured in
25 points and had five steals to lead
the effort. Williams who spent last
year playing for The Patrick School
gave the Raiders a solid ball handler
capable of scoring on drives to the
basket.

“Amani orchestrates the offense,”
said McKenna. “She is the glue. We
have a lot of talented players on this

year’s team. It is Amani’s job to see to
it that they are all getting involved
with the offense.”

There was never much doubt in
this one as the Raiders got off to a 6-
0 lead and extended it to 13-2 mid-
way through the first quarter. The trio
of Williams, senior forward Micaiah
Battle and sophomore center Nya
Downing accounted for all of the
Raiders’ first 28 points as they broke
open the game at 28-10 early in the
second quarter.

Battle continued to be a triple threat
scorer capable of driving to the
baseline, scoring off of rebounds or
pulling up and nailing the open three
point look. She finished with 12 points
on the night.

Sophomore Nya Downing scored
11 points and pulled down four re-
bounds and swatted away two shots.
Though only 5’10”, Downing was
extremely physical inside and domi-
nated the Cardinal front line.

“Nya only started playing basket-
ball in the sixth grade,” said McKenna.
“She is working very hard on devel-
oping her post moves. As it is right
now, she is one of the strongest and
most physical players around.”

With a 40-20 lead at the halftime
break, the Raiders’ biggest challenge
was to maintain intensity the rest of
the way. After scoring the first eight
points to stretch their lead to 48-20
two minutes into the third quarter,
there was little question that the game
was well in hand and the game be-
came a little sloppy over the final
eight minutes.

Last season, Scotch Plains-Fanwood
opened with an equally impressive
win over Plainfield only to stumble
throughout the first month of their
schedule, losing eight of the next 11
games. So McKenna knows there is
plenty of work to do in order for his
charges to maximize their potential.

“We have to be more precise on
offense running our sets,” said
McKenna. “We actually were a little
more sharp in scrimmages recently than
we were tonight. On defense, we gave
them a few too many open looks at the
basket so we’d like to clean that up.”

Next up for the Raiders should be a
more formidable test in Watching
Hills. The Raiders will host the War-
riors in their Christmas Tournament
on Monday, December 28.

“Watchung Hills had a great sea-
son last year and we expect that they
will be that type of team again this
season,” said McKenna. “It will be a
good test for us.”
Plainfield   8 12 12   4 36
Sc. Pl-Fanwood 19 21 16 16 72

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Cranford Cougars – North 2, Group 3 football champions
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GUARDING A CARDINAL...Raiders Caroline Babis, No. 13, and Breanna
O’Brien, No. 2, trap the Plainfield ball handler in corner on December 19.

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WF ‘Y’ Devilfish Fare Well
At Mr. Fly Holiday Invt’l

The Westfield Area “Y” Devilfish
swim team qualified 40 individuals
for the finals at the MR FLY Holiday
Invitational held at the Nassau County
Aquatic Center on December 11-13.
The 15/18 boys placed first overall,
while the 11/12 boys and 15/18 girls
placed third.

Natalie Lee placed third overall in
11/12 girls, while Griff Morgan, Ryan
Daniel and Aedan Collins finished 1-2-
3 overall in 15/18 boys. Seven Devil-
fish team records were set (4 by Natalie
Lee, 1 by Steven Warren and 2 relays by
Eric Bebel, Aedan Collins, Ryan Daniel,
Griff Morgan and Steven Warren).

11-12 girls: Natalie Lee (1st 50-fly,
2nd 100-fly, 3rd 50-back, 4th 50-free,
5th 100IM and 100-back, 6th 200IM)

11-12 boys: Roan Baker (3rd
100IM, 4th 200IM, 6th 100-breast,
8th 200-free), Henry Brown (6th 50-
fly), Seth Camacho (5th 100-back),
Aidan Trenery (5th 50-back, 7th 100-
back), Barney Veres (5th 50-breast)

13-14 girls: Alyssa Corvelli (6th
100-breast), Jenna Daniel (8th 200-
fly), Tess Deyerle (5th 100-fly), Julia
McGann (5th 200-free, 6th 100-back,
7th 200-back, 8th 400IM), Keeley Th-
ompson (1st 200-back, 2nd 100-back,
3rd 200IM, 6th 50-free, 7th 200-free)

15-18 girls: Caroline Basil (1st 100-
back, 2nd 200-back and 200-fly, 4th
400IM, 5th 100-fly, 8th 200IM),
Gwyn Devin (2nd 200IM, 6th 100-
breast, 8th 50-free, 100-fly and 200-
breast), Muriel Maloney (6th 200-
back, 8th 100-back), Emily McGann
(7th 200-back), Emma Reilly (4th
200-back, 5th 100-back), Maddie

Reynolds (5th 200-fly)
15-18 Boys: Eric Bebel (7th 100-

breast, 400IM), Ryan Bebel (2nd
200IM, 6th 100 & 200-breast, 400IM),
Aedan Collins (1st 200-fly, 2nd 100-
free & 100-fly, 3rd 50-free & 100-
back), Colin Daniel (3rd 400IM, 6th
100-fly, 7th 200-breast), Ryan Daniel
(2nd 200-breast & 200-free, 3rd 200IM
& 500-free, 4th 100-fly, 5th 100-breast,
7th 100-free), Lucas Fan (6th 200-back),
Griff Morgan (3rd 200-fly, 4th 100-
free, 500-free, 200IM, 400IM, 6th 50-
free & 200-free, 8th 100 fly), Steven
Warren (1st 200-breast, 2nd 100-breast),
Nick Youssef (6th 200-fly).

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CRANFORD ALTHELTES OF THE WEEK...Lyndsay Achmies, a freshman on
the winter track team, anchored the girls’ 4x800m relay team to a first place finish
and the 4x400m relay to team to a second place finish at the season opener at FDU;
both personal bests for Lyndsay. Chris Scorese, a junior on the wrestling team,
started the season 5-0 with three pins winning the TCNJ Pride Tournament
beating a returning State placer in overtime.
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supposed to do this year,” said Head
Coach Rick Ortega. “I am looking for
these guys to get better every day.”

Nick Mele (sr — 120): UCT &
district champ at 113, finished 29-10

Turner Haddad (jr — 170): Third
UCT, second district at 145, finished
26-12

Austin Senkarik (sr — 138), An-
drew Gallitelli (sr — 132): Keep an
eye on Jack Blasch (sr — 195):
Third in UCT

New Providence:
Head Coach John Scholz, former

SPF Raider head coach, said, “We
have 18-19 kids on the roster. We
would like to double that in time, but
all together, the kids are answering
the bell.”

Tyler Gazaway (sr — 145): UCT,
district & region champ at 138, fin-
ished 34-5. Qualified for AC twice.

“Tyler has a tank of energy that just
doesn’t quit. He’s a good leader in the
room,” Coach Scholz said.

Owen Smith (so – 120), Chris
Reynolds (jr — 160), Klaudio
Bardhoku (sr —182) fourth in UCT

Rahway Indians:
The Indians have several decent

young talent
added to the
lineup coming in
from a strong
recreation pro-
gram. The Indi-
ans are 50 strong
in the room.

“We got some
young talent
c h a l l e n g i n g

some seniors for their spots. I have
seven really good wrestlers and seven

athletes in the other spots. The room
is energetic,”
Head Coach
Fred Stueber
said. “The
county has sev-
eral tough teams.
I am hoping to
bring our team
up to those
guys.”

Sabri Murray (so – 106): Third
UCT, second district at 106, finished
31-9

Antonio Santoni (so — 120): Fin-
ished 19-14

Philippe Lovensky (sr — 138):
Finished 25-14

Others: Matt Campbell (sr — 152),
Rasheem Paige (sr — 160)

Linden Tigers:
The very young Tigers with 15

freshmen will fill all the weight classes
with 40-45 in the room but are green
with only a few seniors. Alvaro

Fernandez (9 years with the program)
has stepped into the head coach posi-
tion, while Anthony Reinoso shifted
to the assistant position.

“I’ve seen Coach Reinoso build the
program further
than it has been
before. My short
term goals are to
continue his suc-
cess, get the team
on the level that
he had and,
hopefully, in the
future when we

get our recreation program going to
even pass that success,” Coach
Fernandez said.

Hendricks Vernot (sr — 182):
Finished 12-14 last year.

Javier Arendondo (sr — 126 ):
Finished 19-18 last year

Union Farmers:
The Farmers took an even bigger

step in the right direction, finished
16-10, qualified several for the re-

gion and had one
advance to the
NJSIAA state
tournament.

“It took a long
time to get to
where we got to
last season and
we just want to
build off of that.

It’s been a long time where Union has
had this many district medalists. I
think we will have another successful
season. Hard work is the bottom line,”
Coach Dino DeBellonia said.

Kyjuan Hutchins (jr — 120):
Third UCT, second district, finished

28-13
Nick Zuena

(jr — 152):
Third district,
finished 21-17

Frank Weber
(sr — 195): Sec-
ond in district as
a sophomore,
finished 26-12

Victor Azeredo (sr — 160): Third
in district at 170

David Brown (sr — hwt): Second
district, third region and NJSIAA
qualifier, finished 33-14

“What David did last year certainly

was a boost to the program, a boost to
the younger kids in the program and
sparked more interest in wanting to
get better at the sport,” Coach
DeBellonia said.

Summit Hilltoppers:
The Hilltoppers have three juniors

in the middle weights who could pop
onto the screen. Junior co-captains
Phil Angelo and Mike Acitelli have
an already proven track record and

can provide lead-
ership.

“Very, very
young. We have
five ninth grad-
ers, six 10th
graders out of the
sweet 16 who are
left. We are hop-
ing that we can

develop and prepare them for the
future. Our schedule has been diffi-
cult and these kids [in the past] have
been thrown to the wolves and they
are leaving the program. Our goal is
to keep these kids and hopefully add
another 15,” Head Coach Mike Sandor
said.

Phil Angelo (jr — 132): First dis-
trict at 120, finished 29-2

Mike Acitelli (jr — 138): First
district at 126, finished 30-6

Rhajon Venable (jr — 145)
Plainfield Cardinals:

The Cardinals graduated their re-
gion qualifiers

Elizabeth Minutemen:
The Minutemen graduated both of

their region qualifiers

Phil Angelo 132
Summit Hilltoppers

Mike Acitelli 138
Summit Hilltoppers

Frank Weber 195
Union Farmers

Victor Azeredo 160
Union Farmers

Chris Hoerle 113
Westfield Blue Devils

Devin Anderson 182
Westfield Blue Devils

Anthony Capece 113
Cranford Cougars

Dave Busch 138
Cranford Cougars

Vince Concina 145
Cranford Cougars

Brian McGovern 152
Cranford Cougars

Kevin Doran (Hwt)
Cranford Cougars

Jack Miller 170
Westfield Blue Devils

Klaudio Bardhoko
182 New Providence

Sabastian Leo 220
Ros. Park Panthers

Will Ferdinardo 182
Ros. Park Panthers

Dave Forstenhausler
152 R. Pk. Panthers

Joe Devito 160
Ros. Park Panthers

Tim Murphy 132
Brearley Bears

Rhajon Venable 145
Summit Hilltoppers

Owen Smith 120
New Providence

Chris Reynolds 160
New Providence

Nick Mele 120
GL Highlanders

Nick Zuena 152
Union Farmers

Kyjuan Hutchins 120
Union Farmers

Jaylen Bryant 195
SPF Raiders

Wyatt Bohm 145
ALJ Crusaders

Ryan Bohm 160
ALJ Crusaders

Sabri Murray 106
Rahway Indians

Vince Simonetti 132
Union Farmers

Chris Fuschetto 126
ALJ Crusaders

Kyle Gregorio 132
ALJ Crusaders

Jashmar Philippe
132 SPF Raiders

Andrew Tompkins 160
Cranford Cougars

Hendricks Vernot
182 Linden Tigers

Turner Haddad 170
GL Highlanders

Rasheem Paige 160
Rahway Indians

Lovensky Philippe
132 Rahway Indians

Austin Senkarik 138
GL Highlanders

Andrew Gallitelli
132 GL Highlanders

Matt Campbell 152
Rahway Indians

Antonio Santoni 120
Rahway Indians

Javier Arendondo
126 Linden Tigers

Cranford Cougars Team to Beat for UCT Top Rung by David B. Corbin

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

ORDINANCE 2015-37

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
AND SUPPLEMENTING THE
“LAND DEVELOPMENT OR-
DINANCE”, OF THE TOWN-
SHIP OF CRANFORD
COUNTY OF UNION, STATE
OF NEW JERSEY CHAPTER
136 ENTITLED LAND DEVEL-
OPMENT

WHEREAS, the Township of Cranford
desires to amend the Land Development
Ordinance promulgated at Chapter 136 of
the Township of Cranford General Code to
plan and guide the appropriate use or
development of all land in a manner which
will promote the public health, safety, mor-
als and general welfare of the Township’s
residents and business owners and will
benefit the public; and

WHEREAS,  certain pipelines are not
public utilities that distribute to end users
and are unregulated by the State of New
Jersey Board of Public Utilities; and

WHEREAS, these pipelines are de-
signed to transport a variety of materials,
including hazardous substances which, if
a discharge occurred, result in environ-
mental degradation to the environment,
including the land, water and air; and

WHEREAS, these pipelines do not di-
rectly provide the public with necessities,
such as electricity, gas, telephone, water
or wastewater service; and

WHEREAS, these pipelines may pose a
threat to the infrastructure that provides
these public utility services; and

WHEREAS, these pipelines are not pub-
lic utilities that distribute services to end
users and are unregulated by the Board of
Public Utilities, there is limited account-
ability to the public; and

WHEREAS, these pipelines raise sig-
nificant safety concerns for the Township
of Cranford, potentially threatening the
health safety and welfare of the commu-
nity; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED
by the Township Committee of the Town-
ship of Cranford as follows:

SECTION 1. The following shall amend
and supplement, Part II: General Legisla-
tion,  Chapter 136 Land Development:

136-1 Purposes; definitions.

B.  PIPELINE A pipeline which is  not a
public utilities, that distributes to end users
and is unregulated by the State of New
Jersey Board of Public Utilities and  which
is designed to transport a variety of mate-
rials, including hazardous substances
which, if a discharge occurred, result in
environmental degradation to the environ-
ment, including the land, water and air.

136-39    Pipelines

No person shall install and/or operate a
pipeline carrying crude or other petroleum
oil within 100 feet of any building intended
for human occupancy which is in existence
prior to, or under construction at the date
of, execution of the right-of-way agree-
ment, or at the date of filing with the Clerk
of the Superior Court of a complaint in a
condemnation action, unless such person
has obtained prior Board of Adjustment
(“Board”) approval of a permit of the instal-
lation and/or operation  of the pipeline.

SECTION 2: After introduction, the Town-
ship Clerk is hereby directed to submit a
copy of the within Ordinance to the Plan-
ning Board of the Township of Cranford for
its review in accordance with N.J.S.A.
40:55D-26 and N.J.S.A. 40:55D-64.

SECTION 3. All ordinances or parts of
ordinances inconsistent herewith are
hereby repealed to the extent of such
inconsistency.

SECTION 4. If any portion of this ordi-
nance shall be determined to be invalid,
such determination shall not affect the
validity of the remaining portions of said
ordinance.

SECTION 5. This ordinance shall take
effect upon final passage and publication
in accordance with law.

STATEMENT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the
foregoing ordinance was finally passed at
a meeting of the Township Committee of
the Township of Cranford, New Jersey on
December 15, 2015.

Tara Rowley
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 12/24/15, The Leader Fee: $89.25

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

TAKE NOTICE that on the 14th day of
December, 2015, the Zoning Board of
Adjustment of the Township of Cranford, in
the County of Union took the following
actions:

1. Application #ZBA-15-019: Adopted
a Resolution of Memorialization denying
the application of Divyajan Management,
LLC, Applicant, to permit construction of a
day care center in a zone where not per-
mitted with the following variances: R-4
zones does not permit daycare center uses;
less than the minimum required rear yard
setback for the principal structure; less
than the minimum required side yard set-
back for the principal building; less than
the minimum required combined side yard
setback for the principal building; to ex-
ceed the maximum permitted lot coverage
in the R-4 zone; to exceed the maximum
permitted building coverage is the R-4
zone; awnings proposed where not per-
mitted in the zone; freestanding sign pro-
posed where not permitted in zone; less
than the required distance for the drive-
ways for other uses than one- and two-
family homes to a side or rear property line
or the closest right-of-way line of an inter-
secting street; no loading zone provided;
and no bicycle rack provided on Block 508,
Lot 7 as designated on the Township Tax
Map, also known as 478 South Avenue
East, in the R-4 Zone.

2. Application #ZBA-15-028: Granted
approval to Lazaro Pla, Applicant, to per-
mit re-construction of a non-conforming
garage with the following variances: less
than the minimum required distance to a
side lot line; and to exceed the maximum
allowable lot coverage on Block 498, Lot
10 as designated on the Township Tax
Map, also known as 318 High Street, in the
R-4 Zone.

3. Application #ZBA 15-034: Granted
approval to Kevin Niemsyk and Rachel
Capece, Applicants, to permit construc-
tion of a new garage with the following
variances:  to exceed the maximum allow-
able lot coverage; to exceed the maximum
allowable height for a accessory structure;
and less than the minimum required side
yard setback for an accessory structure on
Block: 197 Lot: 7 as designated on the
Township Tax Map, also known as 820
Springfield Avenue, in the R-4 Zone.

4. Application #ZBA-15-035: Granted
approval to National Christmas Products,
LLC, Applicant, to permit construction of a
new ground-mounted generator in the front
yard which is not permitted on Block 635,
Lot 2.02 as designated on the Township
Tax Map, also known as 2 Commerce
Drive, in the C-1 Zone.

5. Scheduled the 2016 reorganiza-
tion meeting for Monday, January 11,
2016.

Mary Ann Hay
Board Secretary

1 T - 12/24/15, The Leader Fee: $60.69

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE OF HEARING

The Planning Board of Westfield, New
Jersey will meet on Wednesday, January
6th, 2016 in Council Chambers, Westfield
Municipal Building, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey at 7:30 pm to hear
and consider an application seeking Pre-
liminary and Final Major Site Plan ap-
proval with variances from the require-
ments of the Westfield Land Use Ordi-
nance for property located at 502 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey, Zon-
ing District P-1, Block No. 2311, Lot No. 16
filed by 1620 Properties, LLC, 34 Normandy
Drive, Westfield, New Jersey, 07090. Ap-
plicant proposes to renovate an existing
professional office building. Applicant
seeks preliminary and final major site plan
approval for the structure and seeks vari-
ances for pre-existing, nonconforming zon-
ing conditions and additional variances
from the following sections of the Land Use
Ordinance:

1. Section 11.20.E.11 which allows for
maximum lot coverage for improvements
of 30%. The pre-existing, nonconforming
current lot coverage is 34.5%. Applicant
proposes to increase the lot coverage to
35.4%. The change in impervious cover-
age is due to the increase in square foot-
age, removal of existing porches and the
reconfiguration of sidewalk areas.

2. Section 12.04.G which also allows for
maximum lot coverage for improvements
of 30%. The pre-existing, nonconforming
current lot coverage is 34.5%. Applicant
proposes to increase the lot coverage to
35.4%. The change in impervious cover-
age is due to the increase in square foot-
age, removal of existing porches and the
reconfiguration of sidewalk areas.

3. Section 15.05.A which requires refuse
and recycling containers to be placed in
the rear yard only. Applicant proposes to
construct a trash enclosure in the side
yard.

4. Section 16.04.F which allows for only
one sign in a P-1 zoning district. Currently,
an allowable monument sign on the front
lawn exists. Applicant proposes 2 signs,
one at the existing lawn site and one on the
façade of the building. The building façade
sign is not allowed in a P-1 zone.

5. Section 16.04.F.4.C which allows for
a maximum signage area of six (6) square
feet. Applicant proposes a façade sign
with an area of six and one-quarter (6.25)
square feet.

6. Section 16.04.F.4.E which allows that
maximum vertical dimension of a wall
mounted sign to be two (2) feet. Applicant
proposes a façade sign with a vertical
dimension of two and one-half (2.5) feet.

7. Section 17.02.B.2 which requires
twenty-two (22) parking spaces, based
upon a total Gross Floor Area of 4,382
square feet. Currently, nine (9) parking
spaces exist. Applicant proposes to in-
crease the number of parking spaces to
thirteen (13).

8. Section 17.03.B.4 which does not
allow parking spaces in the street side
yard and side yard. Applicant proposes to
locate parking in both the street side yard
and side yard of the property.

9. Section 17.03.C.4 which the minimum
setback from the property line for all park-
ing areas of five (5) feet. Currently, a set-
back of 5.9 feet from the east property line
exists. Applicant proposes a setback to the
north property line of two and one-half
(2.5) feet.

Mitchell C. Beinhaker, Esq.
THE BEINHAKER LAW FIRM, LLC

33 Bleeker Street, Suite 210
Millburn, New Jersey 07041

Attorney for the Applicant
1 T - 12/24/15, The Leader Fee: $74.46

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-033480-15
FILE NO. 51333-538

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANTS

STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO
MARIAN JOANNIDES,
WIDOW, HER HEIRS, DEVI-
SEES AND PERSONAL REP-
RESENTATIVES, AND THEIR
OR ANY OF THEIR SUCCES-
SORS IN RIGHT, TITLE AND
INTEREST; COLONIAL SAV-
INGS & LOAN ASSOCIATION;

YOU ARE HEREBY summoned and re-
quired to serve upon the Law Offices of
Goldenberg, Mackler, Sayegh, Mintz,
Pfeffer, Bonchi & Gill, A Professional Cor-
poration, Attorneys for Plaintiff, whose
address is 660 New Road, Suite 1-A,
Northfield, New Jersey 08225, an answer
to the Complaint filed in a civil action in
which US Bank as Custodian for Phoenix
is plaintiff and Marian Joannides, widow,
her heirs, devisees and personal repre-
sentatives, and their or any of their succes-
sors in right, title and interest, et al. are
defendants, pending in the Superior Court
of New Jersey, within 35 days after De-
cember 24, 2015, exclusive of such date.
If you fail to do so, judgment by default may
be rendered against you for the relief de-
manded in the Complaint. You shall file
your answer and proof of service in dupli-
cate with the Clerk of the Superior Court,
Hughes Justice Complex, P.O. Box 971,
Trenton, New Jersey, 08625, in accor-
dance with the rules of Civil Practice and
Procedure. You are further advised that if
you cannot afford an attorney, you may call
the Legal Services office in the county
where you live or the Legal Services of
New Jersey Statewide Hotline at 1-888-
LSNJ-LAW (1-888-576-5529). If you do
not have an attorney and are not eligible
for free legal assistance, you may obtain a
referral to an attorney by calling one of the
Lawyer Referral Services.  The names and
telephone numbers of such agencies are
as follows: Lawyer Referral Service: (908)
353-4715. Legal Service: (908) 354-4340.

THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing Tax Sale Certifi-
cate #11-00073 dated December 23, 2011
made by Jill A. Goode, Collector of Taxes
of the Borough of Mountainside, County of
Union, and State of New Jersey, to US
Bank as Custodian for Phoenix  and cov-
ers real estate located at 1110 Wyoming
Drive in the Borough of Mountainside,

County of Union and State of New Jersey,
known as Lot 1, Block 5.I, as shown on the
Tax Assessment Map and Tax Map dupli-
cate of the Borough of Mountainside. Said
tax sale certificate was recorded in the
Clerk’s Office of Union County on Febru-
ary 22, 2012, in book 13271 of mortgages,
page 594, as instrument #543891.

YOU, MARIAN JOANNIDES, WIDOW,
are made a defendant in the above entitled
action because a record owner of the prop-
erty being foreclosed.

YOU, HEIRS, DEVISEES AND PER-
SONAL REPRESENTATIVES OF
MARIAN JOANNIDES, WIDOW, AND
THEIR OR ANY OF THEIR SUCCESSORS
IN RIGHT, TITLE AND INTEREST, AND
EACH of you are made defendants in the
above entitled action because Marian
Joannides died in 2001. There is no record
of probate or administration filed in her
estate in the Union County Surrogate’s
Office. Inasmuch as no record of probate
or administration has been found to date
for Marian Joannides, widow, plaintiff joined
her, her heirs, devisees and personal rep-
resentatives, and their or any of their suc-
cessors in right, title and interest as party
defendants.

YOU, COLONIAL SAVINGS & LOAN
ASSOCIATION, are made a defendant in
the above entitled action because on Au-
gust 14, 1987 Gus T. Joannides and Marian
Joannides, his wife, and Maria Joannides
a/k/a Grammenos, executed a mortgage
to Insured Credit, Inc., which mortgage
was recorded in the Clerk’s Office of Union
County on August 21, 1987, in book 3789
of mortgages, page 792. Amount $25,000.
By assignment dated August 14, 1987,
said mortgage was assigned to Colonial
Savings and Loan Association, which as-
signment was recorded in the Clerk’s Of-
fice of Union County on February 16, 1988,
in book 496 of assignments, page 7.

The nature of which and the reason that
you and each of you are joined as defen-
dants is set forth with particularity in the
Complaint, a copy of which will be fur-
nished you on request addressed to the
attorneys of the plaintiff at the above men-
tioned address.
DATED:  December 24, 2015

MICHELLE M. SMITH, Clerk
Superior Court of New Jersey

GOLDENBERG, MACKLER, SAYEGH,
MINTZ, PFEFFER, BONCHI & GILL
A Professional Corporation
660 New Road, Suite 1-A
Northfield, New Jersey 08225
(609) 646-0222
1 T - 12/24/15, The Leader Fee: $101.49

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTIELD
PLANNING BOARD

&
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

2016 RE- ORGANIZATION
MEETING DATES

In Compliance with N.J.S.A. 10:4-8D
(Open Public Meetings Act), the Westfield
Planning Board and Board of Adjustment
wish to advise the public of the following
re-organization meetings to be held on the
following dates at 7:00 p.m. in the Council
Chambers at the Municipal Building, 425
East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey.
Formal action may be taken.

Planning Board January 6, 2016
Board of Adjustment January 11, 2016

Agenda materials for consideration at
these meetings will be on file in the Plan-
ning Office, 959 North Avenue West,
Westfield, New Jersey and may be seen
Monday through Friday 8:30 a.m. to 4:30
p.m.

Kathleen A. Nemeth
Administrative Secretary

1 T - 12/24/15, The Leader Fee: $24.48

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

RE-ORGANIZATION OF THE
MAYOR AND COUNCIL

Public Notice is hereby given that the
Annual Re-organization Meeting of the
Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Garwood for year 2016 will be held on
Monday, January 4, 2016 at 7:00 p.m., in
the Council Chambers, Municipal Build-
ing, 403 South Avenue, Garwood, New
Jersey.

Christina M. Ariemma, RMC
Borough Administrator/Municipal Clerk

2 T - 12/17/15
& 12/24/15, The Leader Fee: $28.56

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

ORDINANCE NO. 2015-36

AN ORDINANCE FIXING THE
SALARIES AND WAGES OF
CERTAIN OFFICIALS AND
EMPLOYEES OF THE TOWN-
SHIP OF CRANFORD, NEW
JERSEY FOR THE YEAR 2015

STATEMENT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the
foregoing ordinance was finally passed at
a meeting of the Township Committee of
the Township of Cranford, New Jersey on
December 15, 2015.

Tara Rowley
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 12/24/15, The Leader Fee: $17.85

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

2016 REGULAR MEETINGS

In compliance with the Open Public
Meetings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975,
Regular Meetings of the Planning Board of
the Township of Scotch Plains, Union
County, New Jersey will be held in Council
Chambers, First Floor, Municipal Building,
430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains at 7:30
p.m. on the following Mondays in 2016,
unless otherwise indicated:

January 11, 2016 –
Reorganizational meeting

January 25
February 8
February 22

March 14
March 28
April 11
April 25
May 9

May 23
June 13
June 27
July 11
July 25

September 12
September 26

Wednesday, October 12
October 24

November 14
November 28
December 12

In accordance with the Americans With
Disabilities Act, any person that might re-
quire special needs should be in touch with
the Board Office during normal business
hours so that their needs may be ad-
dressed. All interested persons may be
present and be heard.

Shannon Rapant
Secretary

1 T - 12/24/15, The Times Fee: $38.76

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS

Under the terms of the “Open Public Act”
P.L.., 1975, C. 231, The Installation and
Reorganization Meeting of the Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders will
be held on Sunday January 3, 2016, at
12:00 p.m., in the Courtroom of Assign-
ment Judge Karen M. Cassidy, at the Union
County Courthouse, 2 Broad Street, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey.

 James E. Pellettiere, Clerk of the
Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/24/15, The Leader Fee: $13.26

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-035082-15
FILE NO. 20825-15

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT

(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
CITY CONSUMER SERVICES, INC;

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon PELLEGRINO
AND FELDSTEIN, LLC, plaintiff’s attor-
neys, whose address is 290 Route 46
West, Denville, New Jersey, an Answer to
the Complaint filed in a Civil Action, in
which PRO CAP II, LLC BY ITS CUSTO-
DIAN US BANK is the plaintiff and ALBERT
COFIELD, ET ALS; are defendants, pend-
ing in the Superior Court of New Jersey,
Chancery Division, UNION County and
bearing Docket No. F-035082-15 within
thirty-five (35) days after December 24,
2015 exclusive of such date. If you fail to
answer or appear in accordance with Rule
4:4-6, Judgment by Default may be ren-
dered against you for relief demanded in
the Complaint. You shall file your Answer
and Proof of Service in duplicate with the
Clerk of the Superior Court of New Jersey,
Hughes Justice Complex - CN 971, Tren-
ton, New Jersey 08625, in accordance
with the Rules of Civil Practice and Proce-
dure.

You are further advised that if you are
unable to obtain an attorney you may com-
municate with the Lawyer Referral Service
of the County of Venue and that if you
cannot afford an attorney, you may com-
municate with the Legal Services Office of
the County of Venue. The telephone num-
ber of such agencies are as follows: Law-
yer Referral Service 908-353-4715 - Legal
Services Office 908-354-4340.

THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing the following tax
sale certificate:

1. A certain tax certificate 12-00078,
sold on 6/3/2013, dated 6/10/2013, and
was recorded on 8/7/2013 in Book 13637
at Page 763, made by PAUL M. LESNIAK,
Collector of Taxes of ELIZABETH, and
State of New Jersey to PRO CAP II, LLC
BY ITS CUSTODIAN US BANK and sub-
sequently assigned to plaintiff, PRO CAP
II, LLC BY ITS CUSTODIAN US BANK.
This covers real estate located in ELIZA-
BETH, County of UNION, and State of New
Jersey, known as LOT 197 BLOCK 3 as
shown on the Tax Assessment Map and
Tax Map duplicate of ELIZABETH and
concerns premises commonly known as
553 COURT STREET, ELIZABETH, New
Jersey.

YOU, CITY CONSUMER SERVICES,
INC;, are made party defendant to the
above foreclosure action because on Oc-
tober 17, 1978, Cofield, Albert L & Esther
M. h/w, executed a mortgage to City Con-
sumer Services, Inc. in the amount of $
2,200.00, which mortgage was recorded
on November 9, 1978 in the UNION County
Clerk’s/Register’s Office in Mortgage Book
3204 at page 345. Said mortgage is subor-
dinate to the Plaintiff’s lien.
DATED:  December 17, 2015

Michelle M. Smith, Clerk
Superior Court of New Jersey

PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
Denville Law Center
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 12/24/15, The Leader Fee: $67.83

Reading is Good For You
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SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-15004808

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-62265-09

Plaintiff: LSF8 MASTER PARTICIPATION
TRUST

VS.
Defendant: STEFAN PUZYK FULCO UIC.,

BROWN BARK I, L.P. ET ALS.
Sale Date: 01/13/2016
Writ of Execution: 08/06/2015
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Ninety-Nine Thousand Seven and 67/100***
$499,007.67.

The property to be sold is located in the BOR-
OUGH of MOUNTAINSIDE, County of UNION
and State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as: 1270 WOOD VALLEY
ROAD, MOUNTAINSIDE, NEW JERSEY 07092.

Tax Lot No. 8 in Block No. 16.N
Dimension of Lot Approximately: 000.358 AC
Nearest Cross Street: CREED BED ROAD
BEGINNING at a point in the northwesterly

line of Wood Valley Road, where the same is
intersected by thc division line between Lots 11
and 12, as shown on the aforementioned Map
Number 444-E, which point is distant 100.00 feet
northeasterly from the corner formed by the
intersection of the northwesterly line of Wood
Valley Road with the northeasterly line of Creed
Bed Road, if both were prodced to a point, from
thence running.

PRIOR LIENS/ENCUMBRANCES
TOTAL AS OF August 28, 2015: $0.00
Total Upset:  ***Five Hundred Fourteen Thou-

sand Three Hundred Seven and 53/100***
$514,307.53 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
FEIN, SUCH, KAHN & SHEPARD, PC
7 CENTURY DRIVE
SUITE 201
PARSIPPANY, NEW JERSEY 07054
(973) 538-4700
4 T - 12/17/15, 12/24/15, 12/31/15
& 01/07/16 Fee: $185.64

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-15004672

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-039588-10

Plaintiff: US BANK, NATIONAL ASSOCIA-
TION, NOT IN ITS INDIVIDUAL CAPACITY,
BUT SOLELY AS TRUSTEE FOR RMAC TRUST,
SERIES 2012-5T

VS.
Defendant: PAUL C. SAUNIER AND DONNA

J. SAUNIER, HIS WIFE
Sale Date: 01/06/2016
Writ of Execution: 07/28/2015
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Eight Hundred
Seventy-Five Thousand Twelve and 84/100***
$875,012.84.

Municipality: Township of Scotch Plains.
Street Address: 1520 Lamberts Mill Road,

Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076.
Tax Lot: 8, Tax Block: 11201
Approximate dimensions: 147.17 feet x 100

feet x 155.55 feet x 100.32 feet.
Nearest cross street: Shackamaxon Drive.
Total Upset:  ***Nine Hundred Thirty-Six Thou-

sand Sixty-Nine and 63/100*** $936,069.63 to-
gether with lawful interest and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
PLUESE, BECKER & SALTZMAN, LLC
20000 HORIZON WAY
SUITE 900
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 813-1700
4 T - 12/10, 12/17, 12/24
& 12/31/15 Fee: $157.08

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-15004666

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-031184-13

Plaintiff: CAPITAL ONE, N.A.
VS.
Defendant: GLENN A. BILLING AND BETH

BILLING
Sale Date: 01/06/2016
Writ of Execution: 07/31/2015
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Fifty-One Thousand One Hundred Six and 19/
100*** $451,106.19.

PROPERTY TO BE SOLD IS LOCATED IN:
Town of Westfield, County of Union, State of
New Jersey.

PREMISES COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 923
Columbus Avenue, Westfield, New Jersey 07090.

TAX LOT #4, BLOCK #4805.
NEAREST CROSS STREET: Pine Street.
APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS: 41X147
Total Upset:  ***Four Hundred Sixty-Six Thou-

sand Eight Hundred Ninety-Four and 50/100***
$466,894.50 together with lawful interest and
costs.

The sale is subject to any unpaid taxes and
assessments, tax, water, and sewer liens and
other municipal assessments. The amount due
can be obtained from the local taxing authority.

All interested parties are to conduct and rely
upon their own independent investigation to as-
certain whether or not any outstanding interests
remain of record and/or have priority over the lien
being foreclosed and, if so, the current amount
due thereon. **If the sale is set aside for any
reason, the Purchaser at the sale shall only be
entitled to a return of the deposit paid. The
Purchaser shall have no further recourse against
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.**

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
MILSTEAD & ASSOCIATES, LLC
1 EAST STOW ROAD
MARLETON, NEW JERSEY 08053
(856) 482-1400
4 T - 12/10, 12/17, 12/24
& 12/31/15 Fee: $185.64

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-15004656

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-048217-13

Plaintiff: WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A.
VS.
Defendant: CIRILA JUBIN; UNITED STATE

OF AMERICA
Sale Date: 01/06/2016
Writ of Execution: 08/21/2015
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Seventy-Three Thousand Forty-Six and 02/
100*** $373,046.02.

Property to be sold is located in the TOWN-
SHIP of CRANFORD, County of UNION, State of
New Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 223 SAILER
STREET, CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY 07016-
2547

BEING KNOWN as LOT 58, BLOCK 320 on
the official Tax Map of the TOWNSHIP of
CRANFORD.

Dimensions: 11480 square feet.
Nearest Cross Street: NORTH AVENUE
Pursuant to 28, U.S.C. Section 2410©, this

sale is subject to a 1 year right of redemption held
by the United States of America by virtue of it’s
lien:

Frank R. Jubin, a married person and Cirila A.
Jubin, married TO The Secretary of Housing and
Urban Development, dated 08/25/2006 and re-
corded 08/31/2006 in Book 11834, Page 250. To
Secure $544,185.00.

Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Eighty-Three
Thousand Seven Hundred Forty-Six and 23/
100*** $383,746.23 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
PHELAN HALLINAN & DIAMOND, PC
400 FELLOWSHIP ROAD
SUITE 100
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 813-5500
4 T - 12/10, 12/17, 12/24
& 12/31/15 Fee: $216.24

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-15004569

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-022265-12

Plaintiff:US BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION,
AS TRUSTEE FOR CREDIT SUISSE FIRST
BOSTON MORTGAGE SECURITIES CORP.,
CSFB MORTGAGE PASS-THRU CERTIFI-
CATES, SERIES 2005-3

VS.
Defendant: STEPHEN J. STEINBACH;

LAURIE R. STEINBACH; US BANK NATIONAL
ASSOCIATION AS INDENTURE TRUSTEE FOR
HOME EQUITY MORTGAGE TRUST 2006-2;
CITYBANK NA

Sale Date: 01/06/2016
Writ of Execution: 08/19/2015
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Six Hundred Four
Thousand Seven Hundred Thirty and 33/100***
$604,730.33.

Property to be sold is located in the TOWN of
WESTFIELD, County of UNION, State of New
Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 947 RAHWAY
AVENUE, WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07090-
3437

BEING KNOWN as LOT 61, BLOCK 4702 on
the official Tax Map of the TOWN of WESTFIELD.

Dimensions: 209.73 feet X 70.00 feet X 208.32
feet X 70.00 feet

Nearest Cross Street; WILLOW GROVE ROAD
Total Upset:  ***Six Hundred Thirty Thousand

Nine Hundred Twenty-Three and 78/100***
$630,923.78 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
PHELAN HALLINAN & DIAMOND, PC
400 FELLOWSHIP ROAD
SUITE 100
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 813-5500
4 T - 12/10, 12/17, 12/24
& 12/31/15 Fee: $212.16

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-15004812

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-004991-11

Plaintiff: NATIONSTAR MORTGAGE LLC
VS.
Defendant: SAMUEL VENTOLA; CAPITOL

ONE BANK, USA, NA; ET AL
Sale Date: 01/13/2016
Writ of Execution: 02/06/2015
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Five Hundred
Fifty-Nine Thousand Nine Hundred Sixty and 47/
100*** $559,960.47.

The property to be sold is located in the BOR-
OUGH OF GARWOOD in the County of UNION,
and the State of New Jersey.

Tax Lot 23 Block 104
Commonly known as 412 Third Avenue,

Garwood, New Jersey 07027
Dimensions of the Lot are (Approximately)

51.17 feet wide by 150 feet long.
Nearest Cross Street: Situated on the North-

erly of Third Avenue, 122.33 feet from the West-
erly of Walnut Street.

Total Upset:  ***Five Hundred Eighty-Four
Thousand Nine Hundred Forty-Nine and 53/
100*** $584,949.53 together with lawful interest
and costs.

The sale is subject to any unpaid taxes and
assessments, tax, water, and sewer liens and
other municipal assessments. The amount due
can be obtained from the local taxing authority.
Pursuant to NJSA 46:8B-21 the sale may also be
subject to the limited lien priority of any Condo-
minium/Homeowner Association liens which may
exist.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
SHAPIRO & DENARDO, LLP - ATTORNEYS
14000 COMMERCE LIPPINCOTT PARKWAY
SUITE B
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 793-3080
4 T - 12/17/15, 12/24/15, 12/31/15
& 01/07/16 Fee: $181.56

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-15004887

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-012391-14

Plaintiff: SUN WEST MORTGAGE COMPANY,
INC.

VS.
Defendant: GEORGE H SEIFERT, MONICA

A. SEIFERT, UNIFUND CCR PARTNERS,
OVERLOOK HOSPITAL AND UNITED STATES
OF AMERICA

Sale Date: 01/20/2016
Writ of Execution: 08/31/2015
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Six Hundred Sixty-
Five Thousand Two Hundred Twenty-Six and
87/100*** $665,226.87.

The property to be sold is located in the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains.

In the County of Union and the State of New
Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 5 Frances
Lane

Block 12101, Lot 4.
Dimensions of Lot (approximately): .921AC
Nearest Cross Street: Cooper Road
Subject to: 0.00
Total Upset:  ***Six Hundred Eighty-Two Thou-

sand Nine Hundred Sixty-Seven and 52/100***
$682,967.52 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
MCCABE, WEISBERG & CONWAY, P.C.
216 HADDON AVENUE
SUITE 201
WESTMONT NEW JERSEY 08108
(856)858-7080
4 T - 12/24/15, 12/31/15, 01/07/16
& 01/14/16 Fee: $167.28

No. 3 Blue Devil Boys Dunk Panthers,
BrH2O Swim Girls Top Blue Devils

Three straight 1-2 finishes helped
the No. 3 Westfield High School swim
boys distance themselves from the
No. 4 Bridgewater-Raritan Panthers
en route to a 101.5-68.5 triumph at
Wallace Pool in Westfield on Decem-
ber 18. The No. 3 Panther girls, how-
ever, had enough depth to outlast the
No. 15 Blue Devil girls, 92-78. (See
Devils Den)

Aedan Collins was a double indi-
vidual winner and swam on two win-
ning relays as the Blue Devil boys
touched first in nine of the 11 events,
including all three relays. Dave

Lindros, Steve Warren, Colin Daniel
and Eric Bebel won the 200-medley
relay in 1:37.16. Eric Bebel, Griff
Morgan, Collins and Ryan Daniel
won the 200-free relay in 1:29.59,
while Collins, Morgan, Ryan Bebel
and Ryan Daniel won the 400-free
relay in 3:15.59.

Collins touched first in the 200-
free at 1:44.37 then after Panther
Doug Quagliato won the 200-indi-
vidual medley in 1:58.29, Eric Bebel
at 22.5 and Ryan Daniel at 22.68 in
the 50-free were first of three
straight Blue Devil 1-2 punches.

Collins at 53.27 and Colin Daniel at
53.49 followed with a 1-2 in the
100-butterfly then Morgan at 48.22
and Ryan Daniel at 48.99 took 1-2
in the 100-free.

The Panthers got a bit of a boost by
sweeping the 500-free. Lindros won
the 100-backstroke in 53.9 and War-
ren won the 100-breaststroke in 58.74.

The Blue Devil girls took first in
six of the 11 events, including two
relays beginning with the 200-med-
ley relay when Keeley Thompson,
Gwyn Devin, Betsy Penn and Emma
Conlon touched first in 1:50.72.
Conlon, Muriel Maloney, Emily
Oester and Devin won the 200-free
relay in 1:41.23.

Devin was a double individual win-
ner also first in the 100-fly with a time
of 58.97 then in the 100-breast with a
time of 1:10.66. Oester won the 200-
free in 2:01.49 and Emily McGann
won the 500-free in 5:25.39. The
Lady Panthers won the 200IM, 50-
free, 100-free, the 100-back and the
400-free relay.

No. 8 Raider Swim Boys Sink
No. 9 St. Peter’s Prep, 118-52

What was expected to be a very
tight meet turned out to be a 118-52
rout in favor of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School boys swim

team, ranked No. 8, over the No. 9
St. Peter’s Prep boys at the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains “Y” on
December 17. The Raider boys cap-
tured first in all but one of the 11
events and set two SPF records.

Josh Cohen touched first in the
500-freestyle with a time of 4:38.94
to top the previous Raider record of
4:39.77 set by Ryan Gajdzisz in
2013. Chris Bondarowicz won the
100-breaststroke in 58.04 to top
Raider Greg Baliko’s time of 58.61
set in 2012.

Eric Chang, Bondarowicz, Alan
Shao and Nick Heath won the 200-
medley relay in 1:39.36. Cohen,
Heath, Nolan Kearns and Mike Rash
won the 200-free relay in 1:32.15.
Eric Chang, Cohen, Rash and Shao
won the 400-free relay in 3:24.7.

Cohen also took first in the 200-
free at 1:45.18 and Bondarowicz
took first in the 100-butterfly at
52.87. Kearns won the 200-Indi-
vidual Medley in 2:00.5. Heath won
the 50-free in 22.68 and Eric Chang
touched first in the 100-backstroke
at 55.03.

Junior back Matt Varano added 548
yards and five TDs and senior quar-
terback Zach Kelly carried 39 times
for 165 yards and one TD.

Kelly completed 66 of 117 passes
for 870 yards and nine TDs, and jun-
ior quarterback Phil Martini com-
pleted 51 of 80 for 717 yards and six
TDs. Vall-Llobera, who predomi-

nantly played defense, completed a
pass for 10 yards. Junior flanker Jack
Shirk had 38 receptions for 511 yards
and four TDs, although missing the
final four games (injury) senior tight
end Chris Boutsikaris grabbed 22 for
356 yards and five TDs, Pierre had 23
for 350 yards and two TDs, senior
split end JD Marner had 10 for 152
yards and a TD, and junior tight end
Dombrowski had 10 for 137 yards
and a TD. Junior Mike Moriarty
kicked eight field goals and 50 points
after touchdown.

“Offensively, it’s the most points
we’ve scored since I have been here.

When we got it rolling, it was a real
nice flow with our offense. People
contributed on every aspect. We had
two quarterbacks. We had four re-
ceivers, two running backs and a
good offensive line,” Coach
DeSarno said.

No less than 17 Blue Devils re-
ceived special honors and Curry, with

the help of his offensive “team”, re-
ceived a host of them. As one of the

New Jersey Football Coaches
Association’s Super 100, he was se-
lected First Team All-State All-
Groups. He was named First Team
All-State Group 5, Courier News
Offensive Player of the year, First
Team All-Area and First Team All-
Conference.

Colwell and Kessler were both se-
lected Third Team All-State All-
Groups, First Team All-State Group
5, All-Area First Team and First Team
All-Conference. Senior offensive/
defensive lineman Tom Morley was
named All-Area First Team and First
Team All-Conference. Boutsikaris,
Barmakian and Glasco were selected
First Team All Conference and Sec-
ond Team All-Area, while O’Connor
was named First Team All-Confer-
ence and Third Team All-Area.

Robertshaw, Pierre (split end),
Shirk, Maher, Dombrowski (tight end/
defense) and junior offensive tackle
Brett Spass were selected Second
Team All-Conference, while Kurstedt
was named Third Team All-State
Group 5 and Second Team All-Con-
ference. Moriarty and Douglas were
selected All-Conference Honorable
Mentions.

With a host of returning starters
from the junior and sophomore
classes, along with the JV squad that
had a very successful season, the Blue
Devils could expect another very ex-
citing season next year.

Chris Gingrich Helped
Washington Coll. Soccer

CHESTERTOWN, MD – Wash-
ington College sophomore back Chris
Gingrich (Westfield/Union Catholic)
concluded his second season with the
Washington College men’s soccer
team. He played in all 17 matches for
the Shoremen in 2015, starting 12
times. Gingrich helped the Shoremen
post four shutouts this fall.

Raiders Longo, Halma
To Play Div. I Soccer
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High

School senior co-captains Jake Longo
and Zach Halma have committed to
play Division I soccer next fall. The
Raiders had won the Union County
Tournament championship all four
years they were on the varsity squad.

Longo, a defender who was a two-
time co-captain, managed to score
two goals and contribute three assists
this past season. In the back, he was
solid as a rock and stubborn as a
mule. Longo was selected (New Jer-
sey Soccer Coaches Association) First
Team All-State, Eastern Region All-
American and First Team All-Union
County. Longo has committed to play
soccer at Rutgers University.

Halma, a midfielder, scored four
goals and led the team with 11 as-
sists this past season. Halma was
named First Team All-Central All-
State and First Team All-Union
County. He has committed to play
soccer at New Jersey Institute of
Technology in the fall.

HOOPS CHAMPIONS...The Westfield 7th Grade A travel basketball team
captured the Big Shot Hoops Holiday Hoopfest championship on December 19 at
Brookdale Community College in Lincroft. Team members include Ezra
Budashewitz, Matt Gruters, Colby Shovlin, Daniel Bills, Griffin D’Agosta, Sean
Hazard, Matt Melao, Andrew Leone, Ryan Pettit, Jack Spellman and Matt
Meixner. The team is coached by Ron Shovlin, Todd D’Agosta and Kevin
Spellman.

David B. Corbin (December 10 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FIRST TEAM ALL-STATE...Blue Devil senior Jack Curry, No. 27, was selected
First Team All-State All-Groups this season.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DOUBLE INDIVIDUAL WINNER...Blue Devil Gwyn Devin finished first in the 100-fly with a time of 58.97 then in the 100-
breast with a time of 1:10.66 in the meet against Bridgewater-Raritan in Westfield on December 18.

Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DOUBLE INDIVIDUAL WINNER...Blue Devil Aedan Collins finished first in the 200-free with a time of 1:44.37 then in
the 100-fly with a time of :53.27 in the meet against Bridgewater-Raritan in Westfield on December 18.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

Notice is hereby given that Westfield
Board of Adjustment adopted resolutions
at its meeting held on December 16, 2015
for the following applications decided upon
at its meetings held on November 9, 2015
and November 23, 2015.

Harry Lampart, 116 Barchester Way.
Applicant sought approval to construct a
third story addition, a rear addition and a
side addition contrary to Sections 11.06E8
and 12.04E1 of the Land Use Ordinance to
allow a story height of 3 stories where a
maximum of 2.5 stories is allowed and to
allow a floor area ratio of 4,082 square feet
(27.67%) where a maximum of 4,000
square feet (30%) is allowed. Application
approved with conditions.

Kevin Murphy, 214 North Chestnut
Street. Applicant sought approval to con-
struct a two story addition contrary to Sec-
tions 11.06E6 and 11.06E10 of the Land
Use Ordinance to allow a side yard set-
backs of 9.8 feet and 8.67 feet to the house
and 7.17 feet to the chimney where a
minimum of 12.5 feet is required and to
allow a building coverage of 23.18% where
a maximum of 20% is allowed. Application
approved with conditions.

Neville Fenton & Jennifer St. John-
Fenton, 112 South Scotch Plains Av-
enue. Applicant sought approval to con-
struct a two story rear addition and to raise
the front patio from grade level to create a
front porch contrary to Sections 11.09E6,
11.09E13, 11.09E14, 12.03D; 12.04F1 and
12.04F3 of the Land Use Ordinance to
allow a side yard setback of 6.27 feet
where a minimum of 10 feet is required; to
allow a continuous wall length in a zoning
side yard of 38 feet where a maximum of
25 feet is allowed; to allow no garage
where a one car garage is required; to
allow a front yard setback of 12.47 feet
where 25 feet is required; to allow a build-
ing coverage of 21.71% where a maximum
of 20% is allowed and to allow a building
coverage with a porch of 26.6% where a
maximum of 24% is allowed. Application
approved with conditions.

Shurio & Julia Sen, 139 Wells Street.
Applicant sought approval to construct two
two-story additions and a second floor
addition contrary to sections 11.09E6,
12.03D and 12.04F1 of the Land Use Or-
dinance to allow a side yard setback of 6.7
feet where a minimum of 10 feet is re-
quired; to allow a front yard setback of
28.83 feet where 30 feet is required and to
allow a building coverage of 20.82% where
a maximum of 20% is allowed. Application
approved with conditions.

Xiaozhuang Wang, 1129 Irving Av-
enue. Applicant sought approval to con-
vert a side attached living space back to
the original design as a two car garage
contrary to section 11.08E14 of the Land
Use Ordinance to allow a 0 foot offset
behind the front façade where a two foot

offset is required. Application approved
with conditions.

Carol Nixon, 15 Mohawk Trail. Appli-
cant sought approval to construct a front
vestibule contrary to section 11.08E5
(12.03D) of the Land Use Ordinance to
allow a front yard setback of 26.19 feet
where 30.23 feet is required. Application
approved with conditions.

Scott Giardino, 125 West Dudley Av-
enue. Applicant sought approval to install
a walkway from the driveway to the front
door contrary to section 12.04G of the
Land Use Ordinance to allow an all im-
provement coverage of +7,342 square feet
where a maximum of 7,200 square feet is
allowed. Application approved with condi-
tions.

Alberta Stewart, 1170 Central Avenue.
Applicant sought approval to construct a
one story addition contrary to Section
11.06E6 of the Land Use Ordinance to
allow a side yard setback of 7.9 feet where
a minimum of 12.5 feet is required. Appli-
cation approved with conditions.

Ian Hooks, 431 Colonial Avenue. Ap-
plicant sought a one year extension of
prior variance approval. Extension granted
to November 30, 2016.

Marc & Ivete Rizzolo, 126 Madison
Avenue. Applicant sought approval to
construct a two story addition with a base-
ment level garage contrary to sections
11.08E5, 12.04E, 12.04F and 12.04F3 of
the Land Use Ordinance to allow a front
yard setback of 20.75 feet where 28.68
feet is required; to allow a floor area ratio of
42.43% where a maximum of 37% is al-
lowed; to allow a building coverage of
23.08% where a maximum of 20% is al-
lowed and to allow a building coverage
with a porch of 25.1% where a maximum of
24% is allowed. Application approved with
conditions.

Christopher Bracco, 1015 Summit
Avenue. Applicant sought approval to
construct a second floor addition and a
front porch contrary to sections 11.06E9
(12.04E), 12.03C, 11.06E13 and 11.06E6
of the Land Use Ordinance to allow a floor
area ratio of 25.6% where a maximum of
25% is allowed; to allow a front yard set-
back of 46.4 feet where 48.03 feet is re-
quired to allow a continuous wall length in
a zoning side yard of + 34 feet where a
maximum of 25 feet is allowed and to allow
a side yard setback of 7.9 feet where a
minimum of 12.5 feet is allowed. Applica-
tion approved with conditions.

Isabel Rasoilo, 874 North Avenue,
West. Applicant sought approval to con-
struct a second floor addition contrary to
sections 11.06E6 and 11.06E13 of the
Land Use Ordinance to allow a side yard
setback of 9.35 feet where a minimum of
10 feet is required and to allow a continu-
ous wall length in a zoning side yard of 49
feet where a maximum of 25 feet is al-
lowed. Application approved with condi-
tions.

Justin & Jennifer Carbone, 945 New
England Drive. Applicant sought approval
to construct a one story addition contrary
to sections 11.06E6 and 11.06E13 of the
Land Use Ordinance to allow a side yard
setback of 8.55 feet where 12.5 feet is
required and to allow a wall length in a
zoning side yard of 42.08 feet where a
maximum of 25 feet is allowed. Application
approved with conditions.

Paul & Beth Berzanskis, 101 Massa-
chusetts Street. Applicant sought ap-
proval to construct a first floor addition and
a garage addition contrary to sections
2.11G; 11.07E7; 11.07E13; 11.07E14 and
12.03D of the Land Use Ordinance to allow
a rear yard setback of 26 feet where a
minimum of 35 feet is required; to allow a
continuous wall length in a zoning side
yard of 32.83 feet where a maximum of 25
feet is allowed; to allow no windows where
a minimum of 5% of the square footage of
the side wall should be windows; to allow
no offset for the front facing garage from
the front façade where a 2 foot offset is
required and to allow a front yard setback
of 37.7 feet where 50.85 feet is required.
Application amended to include windows
on the garage side wall. Amended applica-
tion approved with conditions.

Jean Jackson, 415 Cumberland
Street. Applicant sought approval to con-
struct two one story additions contrary to
section 12.03D and 2.11G of the Land Use
Ordinance to allow a front yard setback of
26.5 feet where 45 feet is required and to
allow a continuous wall length in a zoning
side yard of +30 feet where a maximum of
25 feet is allowed. Application approved
with conditions.

Christian & Kristen Victorino, 400
West Grove Street. Applicant sought ap-
proval to construct a two story addition, a
covered rear entry and a deck contrary to
Sections 11.06E5, 11.06E6, 11.06E13 &
2.11G and 12.04G of the Land Use Ordi-
nance to allow a street side yard setback of
18.6 feet where a minimum of 20 feet is
allowed; to allow a side yard setback of 5.4
feet where a minimum of 10 feet is allowed;
to allow a continuous wall length in a
zoning side yard of 35 feet where a maxi-
mum of 25 feet is allowed and to allow a
building coverage without a deck of 21.2%
where a maximum of 20% (1,585 square
feet) is allowed. Application approved with
conditions.

Sean and Emily Ritter, 823 Cedar
Terrace. Applicant sought approval to con-
struct a two-story addition and a front por-
tico contrary to Sections 12.03 C, D & E,
12.04F and 11.08E6 of the Land Use Ordi-
nance to allow a front yard setback of 38.4
feet where 41 feet is required; to allow a
building coverage of 20.46% (2,261 square
feet) where a maximum of 20% (2,209
square feet) is allowed and to allow a side
yard setback of 8.3 feet where a minimum
of 10 feet is allowed. Application approved
with conditions.

Andrew & Toni Redman, 550 Fairmont
Avenue. Applicant sought approval to con-
struct a 1-1/2 story addition and a 2-1/2
story addition contrary to sections 2.11G,
11.07E6 and 12.04F1 and of the Land Use
Ordinance to allow a continuous wall length
in a zoning side yard of + 36 feet where a
maximum of 25 feet is allowed; to allow a
side yard setback of 5 feet where a mini-
mum of 10 feet is required and to allow a
building coverage of 21.33% (1,600 square
feet) where a maximum of 20% (1,500
square feet) is allowed. Application ap-
proved with conditions.

Diane McKenna, 905 Irving Avenue.
Applicant sought approval to construct a
first story addition and rear entry porch
contrary to sections 11.09E6 and 12.04F
of the Land Use Ordinance to allow a side
yard setback of 6.6 feet where a minimum
of 10 feet is required and to allow a maxi-
mum building coverage of 22.6% where a
maximum of 20% is allowed. Application
approved with conditions.

Michelle & Jose Giraldo, 1002 Irving
Avenue. Applicant sought approval to con-
struct a two story addition contrary to sec-
tions 11.09E5, 11.09E5 (12.03D) and
11.09E13 of the Land Use Ordinance to
allow a street side yard setback of 18 feet
where a minimum of 20 feet is required; to
allow a front yard setback of 21.18 feet
where 25 feet is required and to allow a
continuous wall length in a zoning side
yard  of 26 feet where a maximum of 25 feet
is allowed. Application approved with con-
ditions.

Edison & Stephanie Diaz, 120 Marion
Avenue. Applicant sought approval to
construct a two-story addition contrary to
sections 12.04F1 and 11.09E13 of the
Land Use Ordinance to allow a building
coverage of 21% where a maximum of
20% is allowed and to allow a continuous
wall length in a zoning side yard of 35.16
feet where a maximum of 25 feet is al-
lowed. Application approved with condi-
tions.

Donald and Patricia McDonald, 430
South Euclid Avenue. Applicant sought
approval to construct a two-story addition
contrary to sections 12.04F1 and 12.04F2
of the Land Use Ordinance to allow a
building coverage of 23% where a maxi-
mum of 20% is allowed and to allow a
building coverage with a deck of 26.1%
where a maximum of 22% is allowed. Ap-
plication approved with conditions.

Adam Dix, 424 Lawrence Avenue.
Applicant sought a one year extension of
variance relief granted September 8, 2014.
Extension request denied.

Plans and applications are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Kathleen Nemeth
Secretary, Board of Adjustment

1 T - 12/24/15, The Leader Fee: $233.07

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE, that on Mon-
day, January 11, 2016 at 7:30 PM in the
Town of Westfield Municipal Building,
Council Chambers, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, a PUBLIC HEAR-
ING will be held by the Zoning Board of
Adjustment of the Town of Westfield for
variance approval (Section 12.04G: maxi-
mum coverage for all improvements – 20%
permitted, 23.5% proposed) and for such
other variances, relief and/or waivers that
may be required upon an analysis of the
plans and testimony at the PUBLIC HEAR-
ING on the Application submitted by the
Applicants/Owners, Geoffrey & Sydney
Sherry, for the property located at 837
Ramapo Way, Block 605, Lot 5 on the Tax
Map of the Town of Westfield. The prop-
erty is located in the RS-24 Zone and the
Applicants are seeking variance relief for
driveway, playground and pool improve-
ments for the existing single-family home
on the property.

When the case is called you may appear
either in person or by agent or attorney and
present any objections which you may
have to the granting of this Application. A
copy of the Application and plans are on
file and available for PUBLIC INSPEC-
TION in the office of the Town Engineer,
959 North Avenue West, Westfield, New
Jersey, during that office’s normal busi-
ness hours.

HEHL & HEHL, P.C.
Attorneys for the Applicants

1 T - 12/24/15, The Leader Fee: $33.66

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that a public
hearing will be held by the Garwood Plan-
ning Board on Wednesday January 13,
2016 at 7:30p.m.

The public hearing will be held at the
Garwood Municipal Building, 403 South
Avenue, Garwood, New Jersey, on the
application of the undersigned for a Certifi-
cate of Non-Conformity pursuant to N.J.S.
40:55D-68 for a pre-existing non-conform-
ing multi-family and any and all variances
and waivers as deemed necessary by the
Board on the premises at 416 Oak Street
which is designated as Block 202, Lot 19
on the Tax Maps of the Borough of
Garwood.

You may appear in person, by agent, or
attorney and may present any objections
that you may have regarding the granting
of this request.

All documents relating to this application
may be inspected by the public between
the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. in the
office of Board Secretary, which is located
in Garwood Municipal Building, 403 South
Avenue, Garwood, New Jersey 07027.

Barbra Duris
416 Oak Street

Garwood, New Jersey 07027
1 T - 12/24/15, The Leader Fee: $28.05

95 BUICK CENTURY

Good Condition, New Tires,
Starter,Battery & Brakes. 89k
miles, $1,095. Call (908) 644-8024

CLEANING LADY

Cleaning lady with experience
and very good references

looking for houses and
apartments to cleaning. Daria

Phone (856) 473-8147

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT

Westfield - New Furnished Office
Space available immediately. Elm
Street location. $800/mo. includes
utilities, phone, internet.

Call (908) 812-5485

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats
in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed

Live-in / -out,  Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.

CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

Are you tired? Let me help you!
Experience & Excellent Work

Residential, Apartments,
Commercial, Offices

Free Estimates 100% Guaranteed
References Available

(908) 510-2542

DEYCI’S CLEANING SERVICES

FITNESS EQUIPMENT FOR SALE

Body By Jake FIRMFLEX Total
Body Trainer. Complete Workout
Exercise Machine. Space Saving
Design. Padded Bench.
Adjustable Height and Resistence.
Perfect For Home or Dorm!
Excellent Condition, $95.

Call (908) 654-6091

WANTED-DATA ENTRY

Local CPA Firm Looking To Hire
Data Entry Person. Part-Time/
Full-Time Positions Available.
Reliable, Computer Oriented,
Worked With Tax Program
Pro-Series But Not Required. Will
Train.  Fax Resumes To:

(908) 272-3381

FOR RENT

Linden, NJ
Call (908) 296-7581

One family Two Story House for
rent, 2 bedrooms plus studio,
large living room, kitchen & dining
room remodeled. Central A/C and
heat. Off street parking.

WESTFIELD
Monday, December 14, Cesar M.

Palma, 45, of South Plainfield was
arrested on an active Westfield traf-
fic warrant, with bail of $750, pur-
suant to a pickup at New Jersey State
Park Police headquarters. He was
transported to Westfield police head-
quarters, processed and released on
posted bail.

Monday, December 14, a resident
of the 900 block of Brown Avenue
reported the theft of five boxes of
Godiva dark chocolates, with an ap-
proximate value of $70, that were
contained within a package. An un-
known suspect removed the items
from the front porch of the residence.

Monday, December 14, police con-
ducted an investigation into the pos-
sible theft of a package from a resi-
dence located on the 300 block of
Brightwood Avenue. After speaking
to the resident, it was confirmed that
an unknown suspect removed a pack-
age containing a leather wallet and a
pair of suede slippers from the prop-
erty. The value of the stolen items is
approximately $70.

Tuesday, December 15, police lo-
cated a blue-and-white colored, Tony
Hawk BMX-style bicycle on the 100
block of East Broad Street.

Tuesday, December 15, James R.
Fischer, Jr., 19, of Florham Park re-
sponded to police headquarters to
satisfy three warrants. He was pro-
cessed and released, having posted
the full bail amounts on warrants
from Westfield, with bail of $89;
Garwood, with bail of $200, and
Roselle, with bail of $300.

Thursday, December 17, a resi-
dent of the 1000 block of Central
Avenue reported being the victim of
a burglary. The victim stated that
upon returning home that day she
discovered that numerous pieces of
jewelry and a laptop computer were
missing from the residence. One or
more unknown suspects gained en-
try to the residence through an un-
locked kitchen window. The approxi-
mate value of the stolen items was
reported as $3,530.

Friday, December 18, a resident of
the 1100 block of Grandview Avenue
reported the theft of a gold bracelet
from the residence that occurred be-
tween November 22 and December
5. The approximate value of the brace-
let was reported as $6,000.

Friday, December 18, Christopher
L. Ellison, 49, of Bloomfield was
arrested and charged with driving
while intoxicated (DWI) pursuant to
a motor vehicle stop in the area of
Nomahegan Drive and Springfield
Avenue. He was transported to police
headquarters, where he was processed
and released to a responsible adult.

Friday, December 18, a business
on the 300 block of East South Av-
enue reported a theft, in which one or
more unknown suspects stole ap-
proximately $887.25 worth of prop-
erty from the establishment.

Friday, December 18, a motor ve-
hicle belonging to a resident of North
Plainfield was the target of criminal
mischief. The victim stated that an
unknown suspect spray-painted the
car while it was in the parking lot of
Westfield High School on Dorian
Road.

Saturday, December 19, Adham
El-Sherbeini, 29, of Westfield was
arrested on an outstanding Westfield
warrant, with bail of $153. He was
processed and released after post-
ing bail.

Saturday, December 19, Brian
Baugh, 49, of Oyster Bay, N.Y. re-
sponded to police headquarters to
satisfy two outstanding Westfield traf-
fic warrants, with bail of $120. He
was processed and released after post-
ing bail.

FANWOOD
Monday, December 14, a resident

of the 200 block of North Avenue
reported that her son’s bicycle was
taken from the rear yard. The value of
the bicycle is $150.

Friday, December 18, Chistoph
Beisecker, 21, of Garwood was ar-
rested on an active warrant out of
Atlantic City following a motor ve-
hicle stop. He was processed, posted
bail and released.

Grade 6
High Honor Roll

Andrew Abrantes, Mary Adekunle,
Janet Bai, Kai Bobrow, Julia Bonhote,
Meagan Bourke, Marin Brace, Ariel
Burman, Avery Burman, Joshua
Chan, Gyueun Choi, Victoria Cirillo,
Sofia Ciullo, Colin Clarke, Amelia
Collins, Gabriella Crona, Jack
Devine, Brandon DiDario, Samantha
Edelman, Amanda Filipski, Ivana
Fontora, Alessandro Frias, Audrey
Gabbai, Alexa Gingold, Alyssa
Glickstein, Lindsey Goldberg, Alina
Gonzalez, Raahil Gunaratne, Amanda
Hill, Megan Hillyer, Matthew Hui,
Jenna Lee, Matthew Levine, Noa
Levine, Zachary Levy, Olivia
Linderman, Lauren Magrino, Ellora
Majumdar, Julian Martin, Eamonn
McGovern, Ava McKenzie, Allison
Miller, Fatima Mirza, Aislinn
Mooney, Gavin Morrobel, Rory
Moser, Isaiah Nathaniel, Aditya
Phatak, Elle Priesing, Jessica Rojek,
Benjamin Root, Noah Sadler, Sydney
Sadler, Joshua Seewald, Sophie
Shapiro, Anna Sicoli, Emily Sicoli,
Keeran Sivaneri, Victoria Solsky,
Rebecca Strug, Morgan Switsky,
Isaac Tu, Lucas Vega, Samantha
Walden, Julianna Warren, Jamie
Weinberg, Vivian Worley, Alexandra
Xu, Julia Yick, Andrew Yu, Victor
Zhang

Grade 6
Honor Roll

Bridget Abbott, John Adekunle,
Aditya Aggarwal, Dana Ascolesi,
Vincent Augello, Alice Bachman,
Shaan Bardolia, Ryan Beauregard,
John Burke, Anthony Cerino, Ava
Chin, Sebastian Clarke, Camille
Cooke, Sofia Corsaro, Isabel Elimu,
Bridget Ennis, Kerry Ericksen,
Nicholas Evangelista, Evan
Fitzgerald, Joshua Gabbai, Sophia
Gallahue, Patricia Gillen, John
Glander, Catherine Grandmaison,
Jodi Hayes, Aidan Heifetz, Lucas
Hernandez, Mark Huby, Lily Hughes,
Jacob Jablon, Jacob Kanterman, Jo-
seph Kaplan, Ethan Kelly, Andrew
Kipp, Riya Kishen, Dylan Klein, Leah
Klurman, James Lapidus, Noah Levy,
Annette Liang, Alexander Lo, Emi
Makimura, Caitlin Maughan, Tierney
McAuliffe, Brandon Melnitsky,
Gabriel Melville, Maximus Mercurio,
Michael Minniti, Jake Monroy, Aidan
Mooney, Kayla Morrow, Shyana
Nanshah, Kyle Nolan, Jackson Pope,
Matthew Power, Gabriella Pugliese,
Elina Puri, Ethan Raderman, Brodie
Robertson, Peri Roper, Morgan Ryan,
Anna Saltzman, Meghan Schirm,
Evan Sena, Tyler Sinetar, Jessica
Steinberg, Brenna Sullivan, James
Sullivan, Giovanni Sullivan-Massa,
Gabrielle Szulc, Hadassah Tabak,
Eleni Theocharopoulos, Amy
Walejewsky, Megan Walsh, Zachary
Winigrad, Eliyah Wong, Thomas
Wright

Grade 7
High Honor Roll

Manasvini Anjaria, Liam Avila,
Tracy Bagdonas, Jack Bard, Jordan
Choi, Christopher Colasanti,
Michael Coyle, Danielle Coyne,
John Dazzo, Macy Doll, Katie Dore,
Ryan Eng, Gabriella Essenfeld,
Maura Farrell, Conor Feeney, Jamie
Frank, Riyaan Gunaratne, Abigail
Hanvey, Eve Harrison, Jackson
Hopkins, Meredith Hough, Kayla
Hsu, Daniela Jayinski, Jordan Katz,
Benjamin Krauss, Gabrielle
Lancaster, Jonah Leibowitz, Corinne
Lyght, Arden Macneil, Jack Masella,
Clare McGuinness, Mae Merkle,
James Middleton,Vincent Milano,
Natalia Nervi, Ohm Parikh, Elisabeth
Pickel, Lisa Ritter, Abigail Ryan,
Erica Schug, Leo Shear, Peter Shih,
Rachel Small, Felicia Su, Remi
Ventura, Maya Waldman, Carly
Walker, Alexander Werkheiser, Zoe
Wernsing, Ciara Worthey

Grade 7
Honor Roll

Ezri Abraham, Kieren Adams,
Oluwaseun Adekunle, Ryan Agnello,
Jesse Artz, Gabriel Bachman, Will-
iam Barnett, Anani Battle, Sofia
Beardsley, Julia Blaschak, Alyssa

Chen, Juliette Ciullo, Charles
Coolidge, Dante Corsaro, Katherine
DeFouw, Matthew Dembiec, Michael
DePaola, Colin Dickscheid, Owen
Donahue, William Felcone, Hannah
Filler, Justyanna Fortna, Joshua Fox,
Benjamin Freedman, Brandon
Greenberg, Ethan Heifetz, Rebecca
Hernandez, Lily Holston, Marlena
Holston, Taylor Hopkins, Luke Jones,
Joseph Kern, Emily Kessler, Hailey
Kinard, Joseph Larmore, Meagan
Lavin, Matthew London, Megan
Lozito, Rachel Lubeck, Roy
McGowan, Erin McNulty, Sean
Merkle, Emily Muench, Emilia
Nathan, Anthony Ngumah, Jake
Niessen, Maxwell Oross, Nicole
Oslislo, Michael Paleski, Derek Por-
ter, Julian Rijo, Matthew Rodriguez,
Miles Roper, Maximilian Salameh,
Alexa Seefeldt, Rohan Shah, Chris-
topher Shapiro, Caitlyn Sinagra,
Christopher Skwirut, Daniel Soler,
Rosa Sta, Alexandra Swiatek, Mat-
thew Syvertsen, Haley Tavares, Wil-
liam Travis, Mackenzie Trenk,
Arianna Ursino, Giorgiana Vacca, Zoe
Vasquez, Ryann Wall, Miranda
Walsh, Eric Watt, Allison Weisser,
Kyle Wester, Jamie Wirth

Grade 8
High Honor Roll

Nicole Agwu, Connor Alchus,
Delaney Baliko, Joseph Barge, Raj
Bhatt, Sydney Blacker, Josephine
Blundo, Patrick Bourke, Josephine
Cerino, Kristen Chan, Antoinette
Chango, Kaitlyn Cheung, Daniel
Coyle, Jacquelyn Coyne, Anina
Dashiell, Che Dashiell, Carina
Delcore, Sarah Dill,  Sophie
Drapkin, Sambhavi Dwivedi,
Neema Enayati, Isabel Evans,
Allison Fitzgerald, Jennifer Fleck,
Mason Glod, Anna Gordon, Sage
Guensch, William Huang, Kayla
Jones, Tara Kenoff, Elizabeth Kern,
Maya Kessler, Gabrielle Klausner,
Prabvir Kukreja, Hunter Lee, Cara
Leegan, Alex Levy, Martha Lewand,
Clara Masback, James McNichol,
Harrison Mills, Patrick Mochnal,
Ethan Morrobel, Christina
Mouckas, Dev Patel, Monit Patel,
Jadie Pearl, Lindsey Porchetta,
Athena Postlewait, Sophie Pritchett,
David Rogers, Robert Root,
Alexander Rossi, Henry Saltzman,
Kristina Sapienza, Julia Sassoon,
Victoria Savoca, Silvana Schifano,
Maria Schmidt, Manali Shah, Olivia
Shih, Carter Slifer, Madilynne
Slifer, Bridget Smith, Julia Solsky,
Anne Stuart, Meghan Taylor, Sean
Thal, John Veglia, Kaitlyn Walsh,
Margaret Wang, Brandon Weinberg,
Sophia Wilkins, Benjamin Will-
iams, Lexa Winigrad, Jonathan Yu,
Kelly Zimmerman, Rachel Zucker

Grade 8
Honor Roll

Olivia Adams, Dylan Allen,
Madison Allen, Mia Alvarez, Jared
Arkin, Taylor Arrogante, Mallory
Banks, Alexandria Bedatsky, Evan
Bensulock, Michael Braun, Kendall
Brencsons, Ryan Bromm, Alanis
Card, Jonathan Chaillet, James
Cirillo, Rosanna Colella, Michael
Dembiec, Mark Ericksen, Samuel
Feinberg, Colin Fitzgerald, Justin
Fletcher, Abigail Friedman, Haley
Gallahue, Liam Giuliani, Nicholas
Grasso, Keli Hayes, Lily Higgins,
Brian Huang, Matthew Iarrapino,
Amanda Jaffe, Emily Jones, Dylan
Kiell, Jacqueline Kirian, Jordan
Kleinbaum, Brooke Klurman, Miles
Longo, Samantha Mahmet, Jordan
Margolis, Joseph Marta, Connor
McParland, Madison Montagna,
Matthew Mouckas, Christopher
Muskus, Ashanti Pitter, Ethan Rafal,
Isha Rai, Hiren Reddy, Samuel
Reeson, Maeve Robertson, Kyle
Romano, Mallory Rothweiler, Jake
Samitt, Damian Santos, Dana
Sapienza, Grace Schiller, Rachel
Schoss, Gwendolyn Sleat, Sophia
Spera, Brett Strug, Amanda
Toupence, Joseph Touris, Christo-
pher Tsuchiya, Siddarth Vadavatha,
Dusky Van, Carlos Vasquez, Derick
Vega, Christopher Vinci, Danielle
Vuono, Ryan Widman, Eli Wolman,
Tara Wolman, Christopher
Womelsdorf

Probitas Verus Honos

Recent Home Sales
Fanwood: 09/02/15

Tavongala White and John H.
Bibbins to Andrew R. Tavis and J. A.
Luerssen, 25 Madison Avenue,
$329,000.

Andrea Green to Russell and Jen-
nifer L. Gibson, 203 Pleasant Av-
enue, $440,000.

Thomas C. and Michele Liss to
Cormac and Peggy K. Fynes, 25
Birchwood Terrace, $463,000.

 Alan R. and Cindy L. Jones to
Christopher and Amy De Cicco, 8
North Avenue, $360,000.

Konstruct Enterprises Inc. to Sa-
rah Marie Buckley, 17 Timberline
Drive, $274,000.

Jason R. Fiore to Umair and
Stephanie J. Akhter, 62 Glenwood
Road, $410,000.

Thomas M. and Marjorie
Fitzgibbon to WGW1 LLC, 175
Burns Way, $305,000.

Ruediger and Yvonne Wisselinck
to Robert George and Lauren J. Sun-
shine, 109 South Martine Avenue,
$444,000.

Patrick S. and Anne Louise Wilder
to Jesse and Sabrina Sierant, 207
Second Street, $415,000.

Barbara Vorrius to Bradley T. and
Caitlin Roth, 9 Shady Lane, $443,000.

Hedwig A. Babich to Shady Lane
LLC., 42 Shady Lane, $225,000.

Scotch Plains: 09/08/15
H. Thomas and Adriana Scherr to

Elaine Evangelista 1785 Mountain
Avenue, $321,250.

Frederck K. Malley to Nicole K.
Petrin, 11 Village Park Court,
$290,000.

Delores F. Brown Johnson to

Tamira Mullarkey, 1794 East second
Street, $238,000.

Olive Prop. LLC. to 732 Jeff LLC.,
365 Park Avenue, $850,000.

 Mary Appezzato to Templeton and
Shaw LLC., 1992 Westfield Avenue,
$295,000.

Mark J. and Donna A. Makowski
to Luis F. and Marykate Laino, 1982
Birch Street, $480,000.

Joseph Hu and Lily Li to Brandon
and Melissa Kaufman, 518 Westfield
Road, $397,000.

John T. and Nina Peccarelli to
Jonathan Diana Stavrou, 405
Ridgeview Avenue, $425,000.

Union County Sherriff to 2072
Grand Street LLC., 2072 Grand
Street, $268,000.

Manya and Armando Salvadore to
Briella April LLC., 2049 Mountain
Avenue, $500,000.

D. S. Smith and S. E. Bennethum
to Thomas J. Davey Jr., 435 Westfield
Road, $419,900.

Florence Pospeck to Catlin R. and
Michael Scarpa, 2325 Coles Avenue,
$365,000.

Kathleen W. Bradish to Alina
Fayerman and David L. Opancha,
519 Victor Street, $360,000.

Fannie Mae to Rinshaw Reserve
LLC., 108 Donato Circle $320,250.

Elizabeth A. Teets to Anthony M.
and Jennifer A. Napolitano, 2296
Concord $480,000.

Victor and Teresa Palmer to Pual
L. Peterson, 2484 Allwood Road,

$400,000.
Raymond Turoczy to Raymond S.

Turoczy and Alan Locher, 2426 Sen-
eca Road, $437,500.

Richard Janet Osbahr to Philip P.
and Janine E. Reilly, 2128 Princeton
Avenue, $420,000.

C. J. Veninata and Lucy V. Manto
to Elena R. and Brian P. Parks, 2082
Algonquin Drive, $395,000.

Shirley L. Rothman to Elizabeth I.
and Jonathan P. Mc Mullen, 2105
Mapleview Court, $390,000.

William and Carol Gander to Amy
M. and Kevin E. Condon, 2095 Eliza-
beth Avenue, $530,000.

Rita Zenchak to John L. Boyer and
Marie V. Martin, 2039 West Broad
Street, $287,500.

Joseph and Sandra L. Touris to
William and Ana R. Soler, 1892 Lake
Avenue, $700,000.

George H. and Malinda R. Green
to Robert C. and Karen B. Villarreal,
$590,000.

Craig B. and Cheryl Lynch to
Sanjay Vermani, 1796 Lamberts Mill
Road, $640,000.

Susan and Irwin Weiss to John and
Vanessa K. DeLuca, 2010 Winding
Brook Way, $640,000.

Roseann Menzione to John and
Jodi Cirincione, 5 Yarmouth Village,
$375,000.

Rowan Metcalf and Barbara
Rosenstock to Thomas J. and Chris-
tine St John, 1533 Ashbrook Drive,
$875,000.

Donald Nicholson and Sophie Roy
to Mark R. and Roselyn Adams, 1235
Cooper Road, $1,912,500.

D. and C. Cerminaro and M.
Clancy to Adam Joshua and Jessica
Weiss, 24 Clydesdayle Road,
$690,000.

Michael and Suzanne Tenenbaum
to Anil Tickoo and Deepali Mattoo,
1 Swans Mill Lane, $965,000.

CLASSIFIEDS

Honor Roll
Terrill Middle School - 1st Marking Period
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Union County College
Welcomes Raul Sanchez

SPFHS Inducts Students into
Language Honor Societies

SCOTCH PLAINS – On Novem-
ber 18 Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School (SPFHS) inducted 48 students
into the World Language Honor Soci-
eties, 12 for the French Honor Soci-
ety, eight for the Italian Honor Soci-
ety, and 28 students for the Spanish
Honor Society.

The program was led entirely by
the students. The Master of Ceremo-
nies was Simon Oster, SPFHS’s lone
remaining member of the German
Honor Society. Each language con-
ducted it’s own candle-lighting cer-
emony, led by the officers. Addition-
ally, there was a student guest speaker
representing each language, who
spoke before each induction cer-
emony began. Guest speakers related
their personal experiences in learn-
ing their world language.

The criteria for eligibility in the
World Language Honor Societies are:
have completed a level III world lan-
guage class or higher, earned an A-
average or higher in an accelerated
level course; and an A average or
higher in an academic level course,
for two consecutive years; currently
enrolled in a level IV language class
or higher and must commit to study-

ing their world language through the
highest level offered and complete
service activities through their world
language club.

The World Language Honor Soci-
eties inductees 2015 are:

French National Honor Society -
Alyssa Corder, Jessica Desai, Rose
Giandana, Ian MacPherson, Maxine
Manville and Amelia Markey.

Italian National Honor Society -
Rebecca Citarella, Julia Guarneri,
Isha Kamdar, Caroline McNichol,
Rebecca Miller, Kaleb Rembert,
Meghan Ryan and Kelsey Werkheiser

Spanish National Honor Society -
Paola Almonte, Sebastian Angulo, Me-
lissa Baldani, Mia Blundo, Kiara Cruz,
Abrahim Elseht, Kara Foley, Daniela
Fonseca, Matthew Fox, Ewan Jones,
Ryan Kessler, Grace Lama, Cara
Lamastra, Emma Levenson, Madelyn
Sassoon, Nee1 Thombre, Micaela
Valli, Erin Walling, Natalie
Zimmermann, Taylor Zucosky, Emily
Levitt, Max Lusk, Morgan Martinson,
Max Mazursky, Jocelyn Michnowski,
Arren Puri, Anisah Ramjohn, Mariel
Sass, Holly Smith, Chelsea Tavares,
Mercy Villacis, Toby Waldman, Alison
Zimmerman and Michael Zucker.

GIRLS ON THE RUN...The Lower School Girls on the Run program for grades
three to five at The Wardlaw-Hartridge School in Edison met for 12 weeks this fall.
During that time the girls learned about setting goals, developing confidence,
important values and beliefs, and what forms their identity. The culminating event
was the Girls on the Run of Central Jersey 5K on November 22 in Somerville. This
fall's participants were Samina Aziz of Mountainside, Anya Batra of Edison,
Jasmine Burney of Plainfield, Anushka Dalal of Scotch Plains, Madison Dimbeng
of Plainfield, Sanai Eldridge of Plainfield, Sydney Geissler of Metuchen, Anya
Janardhana of Edison, Phoebe Kaplan of Scotch Plains, Amelie Leu of Metuchen,
Jini Looney of Metuchen, Akhila Mantri of Edison, Nelagh Matthews of Metuchen,
Caroline Parker of South Plainfield, Diya Patel of Iselin, Naomi Valcourt of South
Plainfield and Zara Zaidi of Edison. Coaches Nicole Nolan and Dina Congregane,
along with assistants JoAnn Burg, Kelly Cannizzo, Jenn Geissler, Sue Howard
and Kelly Marikakis, are proud of the girls for their progress.

Public Invited to Meetings
On Westfield School Bond

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Board of Education invites residents
to attend any of the four public meet-
ings scheduled in January to learn
and ask questions about the Tues-
day, January 26 school bond refer-
endum.  There are two proposals in
the bond; one which addresses im-
portant safety, security, and technol-
ogy renovations in the Westfield
Public Schools, and the second re-
flecting needed upgrades to inter-
mediate school auditoriums.  A total
of 40 percent of the costs of all the
projects will be funded by the State,
if the bond is approved.

Four different dates and times of
day have been scheduled for bond
information sessions:

Tuesday, January 5, 8:30 p.m. –
Roosevelt Intermediate School Au-
ditorium, 301 Clark Street (The
Board of Education meeting will

start at 7:30 p.m.; bond discussion
will begin closer to 8:30 p.m..)

Thursday, January 14, 7 p.m. –
Roosevelt Intermediate School Au-
ditorium, 301 Clark Street (This
meeting will be hosted by schools’
PTOs).

Tuesday, January 19, 7:30 p.m. –
Board of Education building, 302
Elm Street, Room 105 (Board of
Education meeting will include dis-
cussion of bond)

Thursday, January 21, 10:15 p.m.
– Board of Education building, 302
Elm Street, Room 105 (This meeting
will be hosted by the Parent Teacher
Council and the schools’ PTOs).

Voting on January 26 will take
place between 7 a.m. and 9 p.m.
More information on the school bond
is available in the “Important Mes-
sages” section of
www.westfieldnjk12.org.

County PAC to Launch
Acting Academy in January

VSA Offers Music and Art
Workshops for Kids with AutismUCC Names New Head

Of Plainfield Campus

CRANFORD – Union County Col-
lege (UCC) President Margaret
McMenamin welcomed the College’s
new Equal Employment Opportunity/
Affirmative Action Officer Raul
Sanchez, who began at UCC last
month. Mr. Sanchez has a law degree
from Harvard, a master’s in Latin
American Studies from Stanford, and
a bachelor’s degree from Princeton,
where he graduated cum laude. His
higher education experience has been
at Washington State University, the

University of Idaho, and SUNY Stony
Brook. He has also served as an attor-
ney for New York City-based law
firms and as a program officer for the
Ford Foundation’s Mexico and Cen-
tral America office in Mexico City.

As the EEO/Affirmative Action
Officer, Dr. Sanchez will be respon-
sible for ensuring that the College is
in compliance with federal and State
laws and for spearheading UCC’s ini-
tiatives to build and maintain a more
diverse workforce.

CRANFORD - Union County
College has appointed Regina
Riccioni as Dean for the Plainfield
Campus. In this role, Ms. Riccioni
will oversee all operations for the
College’s fastest-growing Campus,
which recently opened a new build-
ing to showcase health-sciences pro-
grams.

Ms. Riccioni joins Union after
having served for more than two
years as the director of Corporate
Education and Training at Edison
NJ-based Middlesex Community
College, where she was responsible
for providing customized training
for regional businesses. At
Middlesex, she performed a num-
ber of duties similar to those of a
dean, including community out-
reach, enrollment analysis, market-
ing, budget management, classroom
scheduling, and grant acquisition.

Ms. Riccioni said, “What excited
me about the dean position at Union
is the opportunity to have my finger
on the pulse of every aspect of Cam-
pus life in Plainfield. I’ll be sup-
porting student success, I’ll over-
see the robust noncredit services,
I’ll strive to grow the credit pro-
graming, I’ll be a problem-solver
for faculty and staff, and I’ll be
reaching out to the Plainfield com-
munity to strengthen the ties be-
tween the College and residents.”

One of her prior positions was as
the assistant dean for the Douglass
Project at Rutgers University, where
she was responsible for managing a
program dedicated to advancing the
opportunities for women in Science,
Technology, Engineering and Math-
ematics.

Ms. Riccioni also has a back-
ground in healthcare, with a master’s
degree in Public Health from the
University of Medicine and Den-
tistry. As a certified health-educa-
tion specialist, Ms. Riccioni under-
stands and appreciates the needs of
faculty and students on a campus
that features Practical Nursing,
Paramedic Services, Physical
Therapy, and Emergency Medical
Services. The Plainfield Campus is
also the home of the Muhlenberg/
JFK Medical Center partnerships in
nursing studies.

She will be joining a campus that
opened its new Health Sciences

building during the Fall and wel-
comed the return of its nationally
recognized program in American
Sign Language/Deaf Studies.

Along with the master’s degree
from UMDNJ, Ms. Riccioni has a
doctorate in Education and a bach-
elor of science from Rutgers.

The College has been operating a
Plainfield Campus since 1970, hav-
ing moved to its current location in
1994. The Plainfield Campus occu-
pies a city block between East Sec-
ond and East Third Streets and
Church Street and across Roosevelt
Avenue. Almost 15 percent of the
College’s total student body takes
classes at the Campus.

RAHWAY - The Union County
Performing Arts Center is proud to
announce the inaugural semester of
the UCPAC Acting Academy, central
New Jersey's premier acting acad-
emy dedicated to enhancing the qual-
ity of arts education to the
community's youth, teens and adults
through the highest level of theater
training.

The semester begins in January and
features classes such as The Actor's
Foundation, On-Camera Teen Film/
TV Acting Technique, Introduction
to Voice-over Technique, The Art of
Choreography, Stage Combat: Hand-
to-Hand Essentials, and Stage Make-
up Essentials, taught by experienced
professionals from the theater and

entertainment fields.
"This level of instruction and qual-

ity of programming offered at such an
accessible location opens up many
avenues for aspiring artists in Union
County," said Brian Remo, Execu-
tive Director of the UCPAC.

The Director of Education of the
UCPAC Acting Academy is Jared
Kelner, a highly sought after acting
coach who has appeared profession-
ally on stage, TV and film. The Act-
ing Academy is sponsored in part by
Park Square Luxury Apartments, lo-
cated in the heart of Rahway's Arts
District.

To learn more about the Academy
or to register for classes, please visit
www.ucpac.org/education.

NEW BRUNSWICK – VSA New
Jersey announces fall program offer-
ings for children with autism ages three
to 21 and their family members. Through
participation in weekly workshops in
the visual and performing arts, young
people will enhance their understand-
ing and appreciation of the arts while
developing skills essential for academic
and personal growth.  The family arts
experience offers unique opportunities
to engage children, siblings, and par-
ents in enjoyable and enriching activi-
ties that will support communication
and interaction in the workshop setting
and at home.

The Parent/Child Workshops in the
Arts for Children with Autism or Au-
tistic Behaviors is offered on Satur-
days, February 6, 13, 20, 27; March 5,
12, 19, 26; April 2, 9, in New Brunswick
(9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.).  Each ten-week

workshop meets for one hour per week.
Founded in 1978, VSA New Jersey

is dedicated to promoting the cre-
ative power of people with disabili-
ties. The organization is an affiliate of
VSA, a program of The John F.
Kennedy Center for the Performing
Arts. Statewide programming and
services include arts education, pro-
fessional development, award com-
petitions, exhibits, festivals and per-
formances.

There is a $50 registration fee for
families who receive class placement
in this program. Fee waivers are avail-
able upon request. For information
and registration applications, contact
VSA New Jersey, 703 Jersey Avenue,
New Brunswick, NJ 08901, (732)
745-3885, (732) 745-3913 TTY or
info@vsanj.org.

Visit VSA New Jersey online at
www.vsanj.org.  Application dead-
line is Tuesday, January 12.

UCPAC

Acting Academy

This Program Is Sponsored In Part By: 

Park Square Luxury Apartments 

Located in the Heart of 
Rahway’s Arts District  

1 Park Square, Rahway, NJ 07065
732-381-5880

www.parksquareonline.com

Central New Jersey’s Premier  
Acting Academy dedicated to  
enhancing the quality of arts  

education to the community’s youth, 
teens and adults through the highest 

level of theater training

For more information or  
to register, visit  

www.ucpac.org/education.

 1601 Irving Street, Rahway, NJ 07065
732-499-8226 • www.ucpac.org

Jewelers&N C

Nabig Sakr Carmen Cascao

908-233-3380
102 Quimby Street Westfield, NJ

nandcjewelers@gmail.com
Store hours - M T W F & Saturday: 10 to 5:30pm

Thursday: 10 to 7:30pm • Sunday: Closed

THE MONTESSORI SCHOOL

Christopher Academy

Accredited by American Montessori Society

Please join us for our

Admissions Open Houses

Representatives from both campuses will be present at all Open Houses
Serving Children from 2 1/2 through First Grade

Part-Time and Full-Time Programs

www.christopheracademy.com

Kindly RSVP at respective campus.

January 7 at 9:30 AM

January 28 at 6:30 PM

Westfield Campus

510 Hillcrest Avenue

908-233-7447

January 14 at 9:30 AM

February 4 at 6:30 PM

Scotch Plains Campus

1390 Terrill Road

908-322-4652

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

The Board of Adjustment of the Town
of Westfield, New Jersey will meet on
January 11, 2016 in the Council Cham-
bers at the Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey at
7:30 p.m. to hear and consider the follow-
ing appeal for bulk (c) and/or (d) variance
relief from requirements of the Westfield
Land Use Ordinance.

Ana and Rui Azevedo, 101 Clifton
Street. Applicant is seeking to install a six
foot fence contrary to Section 12.07C of
the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance al-
lows a maximum height of a fence in a
street side yard of 4 feet.  Proposed is 6
feet.

Timothy and Nina Donohue, 834
Shackamaxon Drive. Applicant is seek-
ing approval to construct a garage con-
trary to sections 13.01G1b and 12.04G of
the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance re-
quires a rear yard setback for accessory
structures greater than 500 square feet of
10 feet. Proposed is 3.5 feet. Ordinance
allows a maximum all improvement cover-
age of 50% (4,900 square feet). Proposed
is 52.3% (5,124 square feett).

Geoffrey & Sidney Sherry, 837
Ramapo Way. Applicant is seeking ap-
proval to construct a pool and to retain a
circular driveway and a playground con-
trary to Section 12.04G of the Land Use
Ordinance. Ordinance allows a maximum
all improvement coverage of 20%. Pro-
posed is 23.5%.

Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details or relief from re-
quirements may be sought as appropriate.
Plans and application are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Kathleen Nemeth
Board Secretary

1 T - 12/24/15, The Leader Fee: $42.33

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the PLAN-
NING BOARD OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD, after public hearing on No-
vember 11, 2015 granted approval to Bryan
and Kimberly Minasian for an oversized
shed on property owned by Dennis
Dagounis at 226 Tillotson Road, Fanwood,
being Block 47, Lot 54.01.

Documents pertaining to this application
are available for public inspection at Bor-
ough Hall during normal business hours.

Mr. & Mrs. Bryan Minasian
226 Tillotson Road

Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
1 T - 12/24/15, The Times Fee: $15.81

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the Municipal Council of the Township
of Scotch Plains has scheduled their Reor-
ganization Meeting for Tuesday, January
5, 2016. The Reorganization Meeting will
begin at 7:00 P.M. This meeting will be
held at the Township Municipal Building,
430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New
Jersey 07076.

The Township of Scotch Plains does not
discriminate against persons with disabili-
ties. Those individuals requiring auxiliary
aids and services where necessary, must
notify the ADA Coordinator of the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains at least seventy-two
(72) hours in advance of the meeting.

BOZENA LACINA,
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 12/24/15, The Times Fee: $18.36
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Celebrity Soloists to Join NJ
Festival Orchestra New Year’s Eve

Up Close and Personal:
Judging the Fearless Icon

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

RAHWAY – When you have a cer-
tain amount of experience and what-
ever seem to be the right credentials,
you are asked to judge pageants, tal-
ent shows and other competitions. It
was my pleasure to be one of eight
judges on the panel for the Fearless
Icon competition on December 13
held in Rahway. Never heard of Fear-
less Icon? It’s not American Idol, but
is patterned after it.

A 30-year-old singer with awesome
pipes, Drew Cyburt, walked away with
the title, but it was a hard-won victory.
The five finalists, including Christine
Danelson, Natasha Kurilew, Suzanne
Ramsey Restivo and Howard
Whitmore, performed two songs each
in the historic Union County Perform-
ing Arts Center (UCPAC). The com-
petition was the culmination of a num-
ber of preliminary singing competi-
tions throughout the year.

This year, unlike last, saw a more
mature crop of singers. Vocal coach
Khy Gardner, one of the five men-
tors for the five finalists, explained
this to the judges before curtain.
“Versatility and maturity is what you
will see this year with all of the
contestants being 30 and older. Last
year’s age average was more like
25.” His mentee, Drew was the win-
ner of the night. Presented with a
$1,000 check, headshots, acting les-
sons and a slew of other prizes, Drew
was understandably overwhelmed
when his name was announced. “I
have performed in shows with some
of these finalists, and have such re-
spect for them…I can hardly believe
I won.”

He sang, “Till I Hear You Sing” in
the first round. Mentor Gardner told
the audience and his mentee after
that number, “You tore into that song
like a hungry pit bull devouring a
steak.”

Emcee Brian Remo, the new Ex-

ecutive Director of UCPAC, knows
how to build suspense. “The winner
of this year’s Fearless Icon is … a
three-way tie,” he said dramatically.
He went on to explain that indeed,
the top three scores were identical
so they had to poll the judges to ask
us to break the tie.

First runner-up was Harold
Whitmore of Rahway who was told
by his mentor Patrick Starega, “Go
big or go home.” Mr. Whitmore fol-
lowed that suggestion by singing
two songs normally associated with
female singers: “I Am Changing”
and then “Don’t Rain on My Pa-
rade.” He sang the Barbra Streisand
signature song from Funny Girl
while dressed in drag.

The third person of the tie was
Natasha Kurilew who sang hard rock
in her first number and then slowed
it down with a tender song. Her
mentor Kristin Barber told the audi-
ence, “You owned that stage tonight.”

Rahway’s own Christine Danelson
wowed the audience with her rendi-
tion of “Out Here on My Own” and
“You’ll Never Walk Alone.” Her stu-
dents from Mother Seton High
School were on hand to cheer her.

Ms. Ramsey Restivo chose the
torch song “Losing My Mind” from
Follies followed by a jazzy rendition
of “Miss Otis Regrets.”

Mr. Cyburt, whose vocal category
has been called “rock tenor” is a
resident of Middlesex. He says he’s
not about to quit his day job. “I’ve
been in 52 productions in my life so
far. From every show I’ve been in,
I’ve learned something.”  And he
just wants to continue to learn. As
part of his prize package, he will get
to perform his dream role in “Floyd
Collins,” a little known Off Broad-
way show that he calls a “hidden
gem.”

No date has been set yet for the
production of this musical, but check
the www.fearlessprod.com website
for specific dates.

WESTFIELD – On Thursday, De-
cember 31, at 7 p.m., under the baton
of Maestro David Wroe, the New Jer-
sey Festival Orchestra again presents
one of New Jersey’s most popular

New Year’s Eve musical celebrations.
This year’s performance, Dancing The
Blues Away  promises a superb revue
of American musical theater classics
presented in glorious symphonic
splendor and features guests direct
from Broadway and beyond.

The program reads like a Who's
Who of the best of American musical
theater - Berlin, Bernstein, Rodgers
and Hammerstein, Kander, Herman,
Styne, LeGrand, Lloyd Weber and

Mandel are just some of the superb
composers celebrated in the show.

Exciting programming requires
top-notch soloists and this year’s con-

cert is no exception.
Hailed in The New York Times as

being “At the Head of Her Class” and
“enthralling,” multi award winning
vocalist and dancer Jennifer Sheehan
is the first performer to star in the new
WNET-PBS TV series, “66th and
Broadway.” She has also performed
at Carnegie Hall, Lincoln Center,
Caramoor, Savannah Music Festival,
Feinstein's, Guild Hall, 54 Below,
and many more venues around the
United States and in Europe.

Renowned for her “tender acting
and fine singing”, soprano Leah
Horowitz recently appeared on Broad-
way as Young Heidi in the acclaimed
revival of Follies and as Cosette in
Les Misérables. Other Broadway
credits include roles in White Christ-
mas; Woman in White; Fiddler on the
Roof; La Cage Aux Folles.  Leah has
performed leading roles regionally
and was a part of Steve Martin and
Edie Brickell’s new musical Bright
Star at the Old Globe in San Diego.
She has been seen on TV as a sassy
nun in NBC’s The Sound of Music
Live, and at Madison Square Garden
performing with Phish in their New

Years Eve concert. She has been heard
in numerous commercial jingles, in-
cluding singing “Mm Mm Good!” for
Campbell’s Soup.

Tenor Ian Patrick Gibb is a New
York based actor most notably known
for touring with the critically ac-
claimed 25th Anniversary Produc-
tion of Les Misérables where he
played Jean Prouvaire and Marius.
Most recently Ian played Lt. Frederic
Charlus and understudied the role of
Quasimodo in the American premiere
of The Hunchback of Notre Dame at
Paper Mill Playhouse and La Jolla
Playhouse. Ian has performed for au-
diences from coast to coast and has
recently released two albums Fill in
the Words and The Time of Year for

Miracles .
Barritone Michael Maliakel enjoys

a diverse career in musical theatre,
opera, and sacred music. A recent
First Prize winner in the NATS Na-
tional Musical Theater Competition,
this New Jersey native’s recent musi-
cal theater credits include Roger in A
New Brain and Sky Masterson in
Guys and Dolls. On operatic stage,

Michael’s appearances include the
title role in Mozart’s Le Nozze di
Figaro and Raimondo in Donizetti’s
Lucia di Lammermoor. Michael also
performs regularly with several of
NYC’s finest ensembles including
the Voices of Ascension, Musica Viva
of NY and Musica Sacra.

The celebration, eagerly anticipated
by much of central New Jersey, has
been made possible through the gen-
erous sponsorship of The NJ State
Council on the Arts and The Westfield
Foundation.

An event for the whole family, the
friendly cabaret–style concert full of
fun, surprises, musical finesse and vir-
tuoso performances is sure to delight
young and not so young alike. With a
7 p.m. start and a convenient Westfield
High School location with ample park-
ing, the concert is a perfect beginning
to New Year’s Eve revels.

Audience members are advised to
make reservations as soon as possible
as tickets are selling fast and last
year’s concert was a sell-out. Tickets
$40, $55 and $70, may be purchased
on line www.njfestivalorchestra.org
or by calling the box office at (908)
232-9400.

Leah Horowitz

Michael Maliakel

Ian Patrick Gibb

Jennifer Sheehan

DON’T THROW OUT THE TREE...Westfield High School (WHS) Choir and
Band Students will once again hold their Christmas tree pickup fundraiser on
Saturday, January 9, with a registration deadline of Friday, January 1. Proceeds
will benefit the WHS Choir and Band programs. Reservations will guarantee that
high school music students will remove, pick up your Christmas tree from curbside
and take it to the conservation center for you. The service is available to Westfield
residents only at $15 per tree. (Additional donations are greatly appreciated).
Cash and checks payable to WHS Music will be accepted. To reserve a spot, email
whschristmas@gmail.com by Friday, January 1 with your last name, address and
phone number.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com
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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

One year of vigorous prepara-
tion with one specific goal in mind
paid off for this year’s Cranford
High School (CHS) football team.
After a heartbreaking loss to
Parsippany Hills in the North 2,
Group 3 championship game last
year for their only setback, the
Cougars buckled down even more
to zoom through the regular sea-
son unblemished then finally
achieved their goal when they
trounced the Chatham Cougars,
50-23, at Kean University to bring
home the North 2, Group 3 Cham-
pionship.

Last year the Cougars set a
CHS record for most points scored
(454) and most wins in a season
to finish 11-1. This year the Cou-
gars did one better with each,
outscoring opponents 515-185
and finishing with a perfect 12-0
record.

“There was no guarantee that
we were going back to the final.
I was proud of our determination
and willingness to work hard. We
really improved throughout the
year. We were not a champion-
ship level team at the outset of
the season. People had to em-
brace new roles. Guys that started
before had to become leaders.
Guys starting for the first time
had to learn to play at a high
level. Other people had to em-
brace roles as special teams guys
or look team guys. Everyone

embraced these roles for the good
of the team. The focus became
singular: to win a state champi-
onship,” Cougar Head Coach Erik
Rosenmeier said. “I am proud of
what we were able to accom-
plish.”

What may have helped the Cou-
gars was an immediate wakeup
call when they squeaked out a
24-23 victory in their season
opener at Warren Hills. From that
point onward, the Cougars, with

the exception of a 28-21 victory
over Delaware Valley, trampled
their remaining opponents almost
all via Mercy Rule. That success

was achieved with a lightning-
striking offense and a tenacious
first team defense that silenced
their opponents to set up the
Mercy Rule, which then allowed
their backup offense and defense
to experience valuable playing
time.

Senior quarterback Jack
Schetelich dazed opponents with
a balanced running and passing
game. Schetelich carried 166
times for 1,122 yards and 21

touchdowns (TD). He also made
good use of numerous receivers
to complete 102 of 162 passes
for 1,998 yards and another 24
TDs.

Junior Ryan Bakie was one of
Schetelich’s favorite receivers
with 31 grabs for 581 yards and
seven TDs. Bakie also carried the

ball 37 times for 461 yards, in-
cluding nine TDs. Adding his punt
and kickoff returns and his 20-
yards with interceptions, Bakie
finished with 1,234 all-purpose
yards.

Senior Joe Norton had 24 re-
ceptions for 481 yards, including
six TDs. As the kicking specialist,
Norton nailed 53 points after
touchdown (PAT) and one field
goal. Senior Sean Leonard had
26 receptions for 523 yards, in-
cluding four TDs. He carried 21
times for 293 yards and three
TDs, and with his punt and kick-
off returns and interception,
Leonard amassed 1,161 all-pur-
pose yards.

Junior Brian McGovern had 397
yards and five TDs on 60 carries
and added five receptions for 58
yards. Junior Brian Oblachinski
carried 14 times for 98 yards and
two TDs, had four receptions for
114 yards and two TDs, and
booted 11 PATs. Seniors Will
Budries had eight receptions for
181 yards and three TDs and
Chris Szekeres had a 35-yard TD
reception. Junior James Wozniak
had three receptions for 25 yards
and one TD.

Defensively, senior linebacker
Lucas Ramadan (26 tackles, 38
assisted) led the team in sacks
with 7.5 and throws for losses
(TFL) with 10. Senior linebacker
Niko Cappello (38 tackles, 70
assisted) had 6.5 sacks and three
TFL. Sophomore Dylan Budnik
(19 tackles, 48 assisted) had
seven sacks and seven TFL. Se-
nior lineman Will Fries had six
tackles and 18 assisted with three
TFL. Senior lineman Ethan Tom
(15 tackles, 27 assisted) had five
sacks and eight TFL. McGovern
had 34 tackles and 55 assisted
with six TFL.

Oblachinski led the team in in-

terceptions with six, while
Schetelich had three, Bakie and
Szekeres had two each, and
Norton and Leonard had one
each.

With all the glory of the season,
15 Cougars received post-sea-
son honors. Schetelich, who was
named Mid State Player of the
Year, was selected Second Team
All-State All-Groups, and First
Team All-State Group 3 and All-
Raritan Division. Fries was se-
lected First Team All-State All-
Groups, All-Group 3 and All-
Raritan Division. Norton was se-
lected First Team All-State Group
3 and All-Raritan Division.
Cappello was named First Team
All-State Group 3 and All-Raritan
Division.

Bakie was named Second Team
All-State Group3 and First Team
All-Raritan Division. Leonard was
selected Third Team All-State
Group 3 and First Team All-
Raritan Division. Senior lineman
Kevin Doran, Tom and McGovern
were selected First Team All-
Raritan Division. Oblachinski,
Ramadan, senior lineman Mike
Bellrose and junior wide receiver
Sean Bryson were selected Sec-
ond Team All-Raritan Division.
Senior linebacker Dylan Grady
and Budries were named Honor-
able Mention All-Raritan Division.

FRIES, SCHETELICH MAKE ALL-STATE ALL-GROUPS; CAPPELLO ALL-STATE GROUP 3 1ST TEAM

Cougar Gridders Set Records, Won North 2, Group 3 Crown
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
2015 NORTH 2 GROUP 3 CHAMPS…The Cranford Cougars celebrate after
defeating the Chatham Cougars, 50-23, for the North 2, Group 3 Crown.
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JANUARY
Cranford

Mayor Andis Kalnins was ap-
pointed to a second year as
mayor, a rarity in the township
committee, which has seen 36
mayors serve the township in the
last 40 years.

The township committee
passed a resolution opposing the
Pilgrim Pipeline.

The township appealed to New
Jersey Superior Court a New Jer-
sey Department of Environmen-
tal Protection (DEP) decision to
grant a permit to Cranford De-
velopment Associates (CDA) for
a housing development at 215
and 235 Birchwood Avenue. The
decision came after the DEP com-
missioner denied the township’s
initial appeal.

The township committee au-
thorized the appointment of a
part-time health specialist with
the health department at a rate

FEBRUARY
Cranford

The fire department requested
to increase its manpower by three
— by adding a deputy chief and
two firefighters. It also requested
to reinstate an administrative
officer position. The total addi-
tional cost for the deputy chief
and two firefighters would be
$230,000 for 2015.

The township committee
passed a resolution authorizing
the mayor to enter into a settle-
ment agreement with Govern-
ment Strategy Group, a consult-
ant that provided chief financial
officer services for a period of
approximately two years. The
township has since hired an in-
house chief financial officer.

Township Engineer Carl O’Brien
said the North Avenue Train Sta-
tion Plaza Pedestrian Improve-
ments Project would result in a
loss of 22 parking spaces on
North Avenue in front of the
Cranford station.

The township committee rec-
ognized the 37 years of service
Fire Chief Leonard Dolan III. Mr.
Dolan was to retire March 1, and
Fire Captain Dean Russamano
was appointed as acting fire chief.

The township amended its land
development ordinance after
Zoning Officer Bob Hudak real-
ized the building coverage limits
made it nearly impossible for
homeowners to build an addition
to their house without having to
apply for a variance.

Florio, Perrucci, Steinhardt and
Fader was approved 4-1 by the
township committee to provide
legal services on affordable hous-
ing issues for 2015. Commis-
sioner Tom Hannen, Jr., the lone
Democrat on the committee,
voted against the resolution. Phil

Garwood
The planning board unani-

mously approved the site plan
for a nine-townhome develop-
ment off Fourth Avenue at the
end of Walnut Street, essentially
clearing the way for construction
to begin. The proposal was given
the okay despite a deluge of
complaints from residents that
outnumbered defenders by a
better than 4-1 margin.

Borough Councilman Jim
Mathieu balked at authorizing
$34,305.81 to Police Sergeant
Mario Morelli for vacation, holi-
days, sick time, personal time
and other hours for 2015.

About two dozen teachers and
their supporters — clad in red —

Brian Trusdell for The Westfield Leader
DISPUTED...Civil Engineer Thomas Quinn explains the plans for a proposed
nine-townhouse development off 484 Fourth Avenue to the Garwood Planning
Board and the public at the board’s January 14 meeting. Potter Architects’
rendering of the disputed proposal is shown in the inset.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
GOOD BYE, OLD PEPPY…Old Peppy, the 250-year-old pepperidge tree inside
Lincoln Park in Cranford, was torn down in April after the township committee
voted in March to have it taken down as a safety precaution following a
recommendation in a report issued by a tree expert.

Probitas Verus Honos

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Year in Review January to May: Cranford Loses Historic Tree
of $30 per day. The position was
previously paid by the Westfield
Regional Board of Health, where
the position was as a full-time
employee.

Garwood
Former seven-term councilman

Charles Lombardo took the reins
as Garwood’s 30th mayor on
January 2, stating his focus for
the upcoming year as parking,
redevelopment and tax impact.

The borough is facing a $90,000
increase, or about $45 per home,
in the upcoming year from the
Rahway Valley Sewerage Author-
ity (RVSA).

Anger, sarcasm and criticism
from the public were apparent at
a nearly three-hour planning
board meeting, as a panel re-
duced to six members heard the
application for a disputed nine-
townhome development off
Fourth Avenue.

About a dozen parents of first-

grade students returned for a
second time in three months to
ask the board of education (BOE)
to add another class to reduce the
teacher-pupil ratio.

Morin is an attorney with the firm
and had previously represented
the township in the Birchwood
litigation and previously served
as Union County Republican
chairman and is a former mayor
of Cranford.

made a visible presence at a
board of education meeting, two
days before the first scheduled
meeting between the Garwood
Education Association and dis-
trict officials before a mediator.
An impasse in negotiations was
declared in October by the union,
sending the matter to mediation
for the third consecutive time.

Rahway Valley Sewerage Au-
thority (RVSA) officials told the
borough council that Garwood’s
waste flow has remained flat, but
its proportion among the 14 mu-
nicipalities within the coalition
has jumped, resulting in a 16-
percent increase in the borough’s
assessment this year. The spike
of $86,428 equates to an ap-
proximately $45 increase per
home assessed at $100,000.



BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-3  Thursday, December 24, 2015

goleader.com/ballyhoo

MARCH
Cranford

The township approved an or-
dinance to designate preferen-
tial parking zones on South Union
Avenue between Washington
Place and Christopher Street that
restricts parking to two hours
from 9 a.m. to noon except on
weekends and holidays.

The township committee voted
to remove “Old Peppy,” the 200-
year-old Pepperidge tree in Lin-
coln Park. The tree’s fate has
been debated for five years after
limbs fell and crushed a fence.
Several tree companies weighed
in on what to do with the tree,
with one firm recommending sup-
porting the tree while others have
recommended removing it be-
cause rot has made it a potential
safety hazard.

The Christie Administration re-
leased state school-aid figures
for fiscal year 2016: The Cranford
School District will receive
$2,309,995 — the same level as
last year.

The planning board approved
an amended final site plan for an
addition to the PSE&G substa-
tion off South Avenue near the
Parkway and the Conrail train
tracks.

Garwood
Borough council members re-

ceived their first look at an
amendment to the local parking
ordinance that would expand resi-
dential preferential permit zones
from Anchor Place, Myrtle Av-
enue and Willow Avenue to 10
other streets on both the north
and south sides of town.

The Christie Administration re-
leased state school-aid figures
for fiscal year 2016: The Garwood
School District will receive
$448,267 — the same level as
last year.

The planning board postponed
a vote to memorialize its deci-
sion to grant final site plan ap-
proval for a nine-townhouse de-
velopment off Fourth Avenue.

APRIL
Cranford

Captain Daniel Czeh was pro-
moted to fire chief.

Joining numerous other school
boards around the state, the
board of education informed state
officials of its opposition to the
proposed transfer of pension re-
sponsibility to local municipali-
ties. Currently, the state is re-
sponsible for three major com-
ponents of school district em-
ployee benefits: pension, Social
Security taxes and post-retire-
ment health care.

The board of education unveiled
its $58,043,273 budget for 2015-
2016, which is 1.70 percent
higher than the previous spend-
ing plan. The owner of a home
assessed at $181,000 will see an
$88.95 increase in the school
portion of their property-tax bill.

Garwood
The planning board declared

the Garwood Paperboard plant
property on North Avenue to be
an “area in need of redevelop-
ment” and forwarded its recom-
mendation to the borough coun-
cil for further action. This was the
first step in possibly transform-
ing the 4.54-acre plot on the east
edge of the borough — presently
a largely vacant four-story, 115-
year-old structure with smaller
buildings — into another use such
as an age-restricted housing unit
and/or nursing home.

The borough council approved
a four-year contract with the po-
lice union.

Several residents spoke at a
borough council meeting to criti-

MAY
Cranford

The township committee ap-
proved the purchase of two park-
ing pay stations for $10,000 and
awarded a $331,000 contract for
parking lot improvement at the
municipal building.

Township Engineer Carl O’Brien
reported the low bid for the train
station pedestrian plaza had been
submitted at $1.19 million, about
$10,000 less than the amount
budgeted for the project.

Three firefighters were promoted
and the township council approved
a $189,828 budget for the Down-
town Management Corporation.
The amount was about $10,000
more than the previous year.

The final edition of The Cranford
Chronicle was published in the
last week of May.

Garwood
A proposed expansion of pref-

erential residential permit park-
ing was returned to committee
after the borough council heard
from nearly a dozen residents
who voiced concerns or com-
plaints.

The school board adopted its
2015-2016 budget, increasing
spending by 1.44 percent to $8.7
million and a tax levy increase of
$217 for the average home-
owner. The tax levy was an $84
jump from the $133 hike the
year before.

The board also extended its
shared services contract with the

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
WAS ELSA VISITING CRANFORD?... This ice sculpture of Olaf was a
creation of Robert Schott of Springfield Avenue in Cranford.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
TAKING THE FIELD...Teams run on to the field as they are announced during
opening day festivities for the baseball season at the new Garwood Sports and
Recreation Complex.

Year in Review January to May: Cranford Loses Historic Tree
The delay resulted from an un-
clear motion as well as several
typographical errors in the reso-
lution. The project is the subject
of a lawsuit by four Garwood
residents.

The board of education and the
teachers’ union reached tenta-
tive agreement on a new con-
tract.

cize councilman Jim Mathieu for
a satirical letter in a recent edi-
tion of The Westfield Leader. The
letter sarcastically criticized the
$3.2-million recreation complex
that opened in December 2014.
Specifically, Mr. Mathieu lam-
pooned the $6,800 spent to in-
clude a court for bocce, a lawn
bowling game of Italian origin.

The borough council adopted a
$7.8-million municipal budget for
2015 that will raise property taxes
on the average home by $85.

Mountainside School District for
schools’ administrator Eric Larson
for three years. Mr. Larson joined
the Garwood district in 2014.

Councilwoman Ann Tarantino
announced the parking
committee’s plans to walk door-
to-door to the businesses on

North and South avenues to
gather information on their em-
ployees’ parking habits. The
move followed the decision ear-
lier in the month to return a
proposed expansion of preferred
residential permit parking to the
committee.
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Garwood Library Reveals
January Activity Schedule

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Public Library, located at 411
Third Avenue, has announced its
schedule for the month of Janu-
ary.

The Thursday Evening Book
Club will meet at 7 p.m. on Janu-
ary 7 to discuss “What Alice For-
got” by Liane Moriarty.

Fridays in January will be Puzzle
Fridays. Starting January 8 mem-
bers of the community are in-
vited to come to the library to
help complete jigsaw puzzles of
all levels of difficulty. No regis-
tration is required.

On Monday, January 11, the
library will offer a “cool” winter
Kid’s Craft at 3:15 p.m. This craft
is for children in second grade or
older. Registration is required.
Participation is limited to 20 chil-
dren.

“Color Me Calm,” an hour of
adult coloring, will begin January
11, at 11:30 a.m., and will con-
tinue on Mondays through Feb-
ruary.

The Knitting Club will resume
on January 11, at 10:30 a.m.,
and will continue to meet on
Mondays and Thursdays through
the end of February. No registra-
tion is required. Participation is
limited to 10 persons.

ESL classes also will resume on
January 11, at 1 p.m., and will
continue to meet on Mondays and
Fridays through February. Regis-

tration is required. Participation
is limited to eight persons.

Adult Education will meet at
noon on Tuesdays and Thurs-
days starting on January 12. This
class is for those seeking to con-
tinue their elementary or sec-
ondary education. Instruction is
available in English and Spanish.
Registration is required. Partici-
pation is limited to 10 persons.

An Adult Valentine Craft activ-
ity will be featured January 12 at
6 p.m. Registration is required.
Participation is limited to 10 per-
sons.

A Parent/Child Knitting Club will
begin on Wednesday, January
13, at 7 p.m., and will continue to
meet each Wednesday through
February. Children must be age
8 or older. Needles will be pro-
vided. Registration is required.
Participation is limited to 12
people.

A Kids’ Movie will be shown on
Tuesday, January 19, at 6 p.m.
Registration is required. Partici-
pation is limited to 40 attendees.
The LEGO Club will meet on Thurs-
day, January 21, at 3 p.m. This
club is for children ages 5 to 12.
Registration is required. Partici-
pation is limited to 20 youngsters.
Donations of LEGOS are welcome.

The Monday Afternoon Book
Club will meet at 1 p.m. on Janu-
ary 25 to discuss Tracy
Chevalier’s “The Last Runaway.”
No registration is required.

Toddler Story Time will resume
on Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m. on
January 13.

Movie Time will be held on Fri-
days at 10 a.m. on January 8, 15,
22 and 29.

The library will be closed on
Friday, January 1, for New Year’s
Day and on Monday, January 18,
for Martin Luther King Jr. Day.
For more information, visit
youseemore.com/garwood or call
(908) 789-1670.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — The planning
board has rejected a proposal to
build a pair of two-family homes
on Johnson Avenue, citing con-
cerns of flooding from the nearby
Garwood Brook, human as well
as building density and storm
water runoff.

The board voted, 6 to 3, on
December 16 to deny the re-
quest of Gerry Grillo, who oper-
ates a local real estate business
and co-owns Jeff’s Landscape
and Design, to divide the 100-
foot wide lot adjacent to the
Greater Mt. Zion Holy Church.

Mr. Grillo needed the board’s
exemption from the township’s
requirement for 70-foot wide
lots. In 2014, the planning board
changed the master plan to in-
crease the width from 60 feet to
70 feet in the R-5 zone for one-
and two-family dwellings as a
means to decrease density, Zon-
ing Officer Bob Hudak said.

Each of the four units would
have been rentals and would
have contained three bedrooms,
Mr. Grillo said, implying as many
as 12 people would have lived
in the new development.

“It’s an impact on the sewer
system, the amount of water
they use, everything is times
12,” said Burnside Avenue resi-
dent Joanna Hathway, whose
property abuts the rear of the
Mt. Zion church. She said she
has lived on Burnside for 38
years but only recently has seen
flooding in the neighborhood
which she attributed to in-
creased development.

Mr. Grillo’s engineer, Anthony
Gallerano of Harbor Consult-
ants, explained his plan included
a storm water management sys-
tem for a property that cur-
rently doesn’t have one.

“We have designed this site to
comply with both regulations
(the Department of Environ-
mental Protection and
Cranford),” Mr. Gallerano said.
He described a swale — or gully
— that would collect water and
direct it to an underground re-
charge system, as well as flood
vents in the crawl space of each
building.

“We will direct water under-
ground and not onto your prop-
erty,” Mr. Gallerano said, re-
sponding to John Hathaway,
who stated his concerns with
storm water runoff flowing to-
ward their property.

“This is in a flood zone and
that in itself is a concern,” plan-
ning board member Dan
Aschenbach said.

Nearby resident Ervin
Hernandez stated “parking is a
mess,” and said he was con-
cerned about having potentially
eight more cars on the block

should each unit have two cars.
The application included two

one-car garages and a drive-
way each that could hold a total
of four cars.

Mr. Grillo said his reason for
building was because his real
estate business gets “flooded
with calls with people looking to
rent.”

His plan, he said, was to build
“upper-end rentals.”

Board member Mary O’Connor
saw the proposal as a good
thing for the neighborhood.

“Nothing is there now for storm
water,” said Ms. O’Connor, who
voted for the proposal along
with Bobbi Anderson and Peter
Taylor. “I think it’s more of an
improvement to the water than
a negative.”

But the majority were
unconvinced, noting that the
board a year ago acted to de-
crease density in the neighbor-
hood.

“I think we should keep the
spirit of the master plan,” board
member Anne Steinbach said.

Pair of Two-Family Homes Denied
By Cranford PB Over Flood Concerns

Union County College
Welcomes Raul Sanchez

CRANFORD – Union County Col-
lege (UCC) President Margaret
McMenamin welcomed the
College’s new Equal Employment
Opportunity/Affirmative Action
Officer Raul Sanchez, who began
at UCC last month. Mr. Sanchez
has a law degree from Harvard, a
master’s in Latin American Stud-
ies from Stanford, and a
bachelor’s degree from Princeton,
where he graduated cum laude.
His higher education experience
has been at Washington State
University, the University of

Idaho, and SUNY Stony Brook.
He has also served as an attor-
ney for New York City-based law
firms and as a program officer for
the Ford Foundation’s Mexico and
Central America office in Mexico
City.

As the EEO/Affirmative Action
Officer, Dr. Sanchez will be re-
sponsible for ensuring that the
College is in compliance with fed-
eral and State laws and for spear-
heading UCC’s initiatives to build
and maintain a more diverse
workforce.

Reading is Good For You
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Winter Plants to Be
Program Topic

CRANFORD — The Hanson Park
Conservancy will welcome Anne
Haines from Deer Country Gar-
dens in Millstone Township on
Tuesday, January 19, at 7:30
p.m. Her program will be entitled
“Winter Blooming Plants, Flow-
ers for the Forgotten Season.”
Free and open to the public, it
will be held at the Cranford Com-
munity Center, located at 220
Walnut Avenue.

Ms. Haines’ nursery’s mission
is to offer new, unusual and un-
common trees, shrubs, perenni-
als, herbs, annuals and edibles
that are deer-resistant and great
garden plants. To learn more
about Deer Country Gardens, visit
deercountrygardens.com. This
program is sponsored by the
Hanson Park Conservancy and
made possible by a grant from
Merck. Additional information is
available at
hansonparkconservancy.com.

Cranford Rec. Has
Openings Available

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Recreation and Parks Department
has announced that openings are
still available in its Winter 2015/
2016 Pre-school/Kinder, Youth
and Adult programs.

Programs are for Cranford resi-
dents only. To register, come to
the Cranford Community Center,
located at 220 Walnut Avenue,
or go to
register.communitypass.net/
cranford.

For more details on these pro-
grams, go to cranford.com/rec,
click on Information and click on
the brochure, or call the recre-
ation department at (908) 709-
7283.

CRANFORD - Union County Col-
lege has appointed Regina
Riccioni as Dean for the Plainfield
Campus. In this role, Ms. Riccioni
will oversee all operations for the
College’s fastest-growing Cam-
pus, which recently opened a
new building to showcase health-
sciences programs.

Ms. Riccioni joins Union after
having served for more than two
years as the director of Corpo-
rate Education and Training at
Edison NJ-based Middlesex Com-
munity College, where she was
responsible for providing custom-
ized training for regional busi-
nesses. At Middlesex, she per-

formed a number of duties simi-
lar to those of a dean, including
community outreach, enrollment
analysis, marketing, budget man-
agement, classroom scheduling,
and grant acquisition.

Ms. Riccioni said, “What ex-
cited me about the dean position
at Union is the opportunity to
have my finger on the pulse of
every aspect of Campus life in
Plainfield. I’ll be supporting stu-
dent success, I’ll oversee the
robust noncredit services, I’ll
strive to grow the credit pro-
graming, I’ll be a problem-solver
for faculty and staff, and I’ll be
reaching out to the Plainfield com-
munity to strengthen the ties
between the College and resi-
dents.”

One of her prior positions was
as the assistant dean for the
Douglass Project at Rutgers Uni-
versity, where she was respon-
sible for managing a program
dedicated to advancing the op-
portunities for women in Sci-
ence, Technology, Engineering
and Mathematics.

Ms. Riccioni also has a back-
ground in healthcare, with a
master’s degree in Public Health
from the University of Medicine
and Dentistry. As a certified
health-education specialist, Ms.
Riccioni understands and appre-
ciates the needs of faculty and
students on a campus that fea-
tures Practical Nursing, Para-
medic Services, Physical Therapy,
and Emergency Medical Services.

The Plainfield Campus is also the
home of the Muhlenberg/JFK
Medical Center partnerships in
nursing studies.

She will be joining a campus
that opened its new Health Sci-
ences building during the Fall
and welcomed the return of its
nationally recognized program
in American Sign Language/Deaf
Studies.

Along with the master’s degree
from UMDNJ, Ms. Riccioni has a
doctorate in Education and a
bachelor of science from Rutgers.

The College has been operat-
ing a Plainfield Campus since
1970, having moved to its cur-
rent location in 1994. The
Plainfield Campus occupies a city
block between East Second and
East Third Streets and Church
Street and across Roosevelt Av-
enue. Almost 15 percent of the
College’s total student body takes
classes at the Campus.

Cranford Library Schedules
Story Times For January

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Public Library, located at 224
Walnut Avenue, has announced
its schedule of story time pro-
grams for January.

The library will offer a Bilingual
Story Time for ages 3 to 5 on
Monday, January 4, at 10:15
a.m., and another session for
children ages 18 months to 3
years on Wednesday, January 6,
also at 10:15 a.m. These special,
language-rich story times will be
led by an instructor from Jump!
Immersion School.

Babies and toddlers and their
caregivers are invited to come to
the library for Music & Movement
Story Time on Saturday, January
9, at 10:15 a.m., in the Raddin
Room. This short, lively story
time is packed with songs and is
designed for children ages 3 to
23 months.

The library’s regular story time
session resumes at the end of
the month, and story times are
available for children of every

age. Family Story Time, an in-
teractive family program, will
be held on Mondays, at 1:30
p.m., from January 25 to March
14. All ages are welcome. Pre-
school-age youngsters are in-
vited to the library on Tues-
days, at 10:15 a.m., from Janu-
ary 26 to March 15. Story time
helps to impart essential pre-
literacy skills that help children
prepare for Kindergarten while
having fun.

Two-year-olds and their accom-
panying adults and siblings are
invited for Toddler Story Time on
Wednesdays, at 10:15 a.m., from
January 27 to March 16. Finally,
Baby Story Time, created for chil-
dren ages 3 to 23 months, will
feature singing of songs, sharing
a book or two, and learning some
fun new rhymes.

No registration is required and
admission to all programs is free.
For a list of other upcoming pro-
grams, visit the library’s web
page at cranford.com.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
DANCE PARTY…The Cranford Public Library holds a dance party on
Valentine’s Day in its Raddin Room.The kids made Valentine’s hats and crafts,
then danced to some kid-friendly tunes.
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