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Goods & Services You Need

  

OLIVER A

PAVING

908-753-7281

Driveways • Parking Lots

Seal Coating • Railroad Ties

Belgian Block Curbing

Drainage Problems

Cement Sidewalks

“Serving the area for over 60 years”

Family Owned & Operated
Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

Lawn Sprinklers

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
(908) 276-1062

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

Luxury Rentals for Adults 55+
The Club at Autumn Ridge offers remarkable 55+ living in Union Township. 
Experience total luxury in an elegantly appointed 1- or 2-bedroom apartment. 
Enjoy full-time access to the community clubhouse with its heated pool, fitness 
center and cyber-library, plus an Activities Director who puts the focus on fun. 

Call 866.379.4541 for hours and directions
ClubAtAutumnRidge.com

1200 Ridge Drive, Union Township, NJ 07083

Raider Boys Take to Court
With New Hoops Head Coach

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

It is a season of change for Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School basket-
ball. In 2015-2016, both the boys and
the girls’ teams will head into action
with new head coaches. Steven
Siracusa takes over for Dan Doherty
at the helm of the boys’ program this
season. Siracusa spent the previous
four years at New Providence High
School as the Assistant Varsity bas-
ketball coach, as well as an Assistant
football and Assistant baseball coach.

In recent years, the Raiders have
struggled against the rugged compe-
tition in Union County. Last year they
posted a 5-16 overall record. A lack
of size has been problematic for the
Raiders. Siracusa hopes that this
year’s team is slightly better equipped
to deal with that reality.

“We have a couple of players whose
size can help us this year,” said
Siracusa. “Isiah Thompson, Nigel
Nelson, Danny Baliko, Peter Yarem,
Peter Warren and Cooper Heisey are
tall, athletic and strong.”

It remains to be seen if any players
from among that group will be able to
stack up against the powerful front
lines they will face in the area. Last
year the Raider offense was a guard-
driven attack featuring the prolific
scoring talent of Leo Ramos who
tallied 58 points in a single contest
last year. Ramos has since graduated

and moved on the The College of
New Jersey. His point production will
be missed.

“We do not plan for just one or two
guys to replace Leo’s scoring,” said
Siracusa. “It will be more of a team
effort where we plan on playing to-
gether, running our offense, and tak-
ing great shots. I think we have enough
talented players that if they play to-
gether and execute the offense, are all
capable of scoring 10+ points on any
given night.”

Ramos is one of eight seniors lost
to graduation leaving a lot of spots to
fill on the floor. Siracusa will choose
from a small core of experienced
returnees to lead the team.

A pair of seniors return in guard
Aaron Lee and forward Marquel Tay-
lor along with forwards Baliko (se-
nior) and junior Nigel Nelson.

Siracusa is optimistic that a group
of athletic young players will step up
to contribute on this year’s team.

“I think we have talented under-
classmen who can help us this year
and in years to come,” says Siracusa.
“Peter Yarem and Peter Warren, both
junior forwards, are tough, strong play-
ers that can rebound the ball, set good
screens and play great defense. Teddy
Willmott (junior), Jack Brady (sopho-
more), Tommy Drubulis (sophomore)
and Lamont Cruse (sophomore) are
all guards that are capable of helping
take care of the ball, shooting and

playing great defense.”
Siracusa mentions solid defense as

the expected hallmark for this year’s
squad.

“Fans can expect to see a team that
is dedicated to playing tough half
court defense. On the offensive end,
we will try to control the tempo by
executing our offensive sets and get-
ting great shots,” said Siracusa.

With the season at hand, Siracusa
remains confident but realistic about
the team’s future.

“There are obviously a lot of tal-
ented teams in our Conference and
County,” says Siracusa. “All of whom
will be tough opponents. Every team
in our Conference will be good, and
then there’s Roselle Catholic, Patrick
School and Linden, who are always
very tough teams year in and year
out. However, instead of concerning
ourselves with the opponents we will
face, I’d rather our team focus on the
things we can control and us getting
better each and every day. Our main
goal as a team is to focus on improv-
ing and getting better each and every
day. I would really like for our team
to play hard, play smart and play
together. We have a good, talented
mix of sophomores through seniors,
who have been hungry to learn and
improve. If we can really focus on the
fundamentals and taking care of the
things that we can control, I think it
will take care of the results.”

High Hopes, McKenna Takes
Over Raider Girls Basketball

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Ryan McKenna takes over for
Camille Mammolite as head coach of
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls basketball team. Having
spent the last two seasons as the assis-
tant coach, McKenna is very familiar
with the players on this year’s team.
McKenna inherits a team with many
returning players from last year’s
squad that rallied to post a 9-13 record
after a very slow start.

At one point late in the season, the
Raiders had reeled off six straight
wins and they were playing their best
basketball when the Union County
Tournament rolled around. The Raid-
ers advanced to the semifinals before
losing a very close game to Westfield.
McKenna recalls the turning point in
the Raider fortunes last year.

“Last year when we played Sum-
mit the second time around, our team
finally started believing in their abil-
ity and working as a cohesive unit,”
said McKenna. “We had just come
off another loss to GL by a large
deficit. Confidence wasn’t particu-
larly high. But, as the Summit game
went along confidence built. By the
time we played Westfield again the
team had gelled and were a more
confident group. They felt they were
much better than their seed repre-
sented, but hadn’t played well enough
early enough.”

The Raiders will return that team
largely intact. The most significant
graduation loss was center Thabitha
Dwunfour. Also departing is senior
point guard Myaysia Taylor, who
transferred back to Piscataway after
one season as a Raider.

Senior Micaiah Battle returns after
opening eyes as a scorer last season.
Battle averaged 12.6 ppg from her
forward spot, including dropping in
31 points in a single game against
Rahway. Battle also averaged 6.5 re-
bounds per game. The Raiders will
need for Battle to provide consistent
scoring and leadership this season.
So far all signs are positive.

“Micaiah Battle is very talented,”
said McKenna. “She got better as the
season progressed. She is proving to
be a real leader in practice and has
stepped up her game on the defensive
end.”

Also returning is sophomore
frontcourt player Nya Downing. As a
freshman, Downing could often times
be a dominant low post presence. A
strong physical player and relentless
rebounder, Downing averaged 7.1
points per game and 8.8 rebounds per
contest. Expect both numbers to im-
prove, as Downing appears even stron-

ger this season.
“Nya worked incredibly hard in

the off season. She came off the bench
last year, but is ready for an increased
role both offensively and defensively,”
said McKenna.

A pair of seniors also returns in
Caroline Babis and Kara Foley. This
experienced duo will help provide
leadership in the frontcourt. Each
player provides a different skill set
for the Raiders.

“Babis is our best defender and is a
spark whenever she is out there,” said
McKenna. “I expect the same from
her this year. Foley suffered through
a concussion last year, which left her
on the bench for a large portion of the
season. I expect her to be put into
good situations where she can shoot.
She’s a terrific shooter.”

Laura Charos is another returning
senior who will play in the backcourt.
Charos is a long-range gunner that
offers a three-point shooting threat.
Sophomore Brianna O’Brien returns
after splitting time with Myaysia Tay-
lor at the point guard position last
season. O’Brien is a capable ball han-
dler, who can also swing to the shoot-
ing guard spot, a likely scenario for
her this season.

With a good core of returning play-
ers already in place, the growing ex-
citement over the coming season got
a real boost with the addition of sev-
eral talented newcomers to the roster.
Chief among those new arrivals is
Amani Williams, who returns after
playing last year for The Patrick
School. Williams, a talented point
guard averaged 10.3 points per game
for The Patrick School and is ex-
pected to lead the Raider offense.

“We have a good mix of returning
players, plus some great additions,”
said McKenna. “Amani Williams.
She’s a terrific point guard, who is the
catalyst for our offense. She makes
everyone around her better.”

The Raiders’ roster will also ben-
efit from the addition of sophomore
Erica Muskus. As a standout soccer
player, Muskus will bring tireless
energy and athleticism to the
backcourt.

Also on board will be junior, Sum-
mer Sheppard. who will compete in
the backcourt and senior Shay
Blechinger-Slocum, who will see ac-
tion at center. Freshman guard
Stephanie DeVizio rounds out the
lineup.

Given the mix of experienced re-
turning players and the injection of
talented new talent, The raiders look
to be in line for a big step up this
season. The pieces are definitely in
place for the Raiders to make a run at

the traditional county powers.
“There are always such great teams

and coaches in Union County,” says
McKenna. “You have to be on the top
of your game every night because
anyone can beat anyone. Year to year
the power seems to change hands, but
Roselle Catholic has probably been
the most consistent team these last
few years. With that said, great play-
ers step up for their teams every year
so I’m sure there will be a few teams
that surprise with their success.”

With increased expectations
McKenna knows there is added pres-
sure for his team. He understands full
well the competition his team will
face night in and night out in one of
the more powerful counties in the
state. He plans to set goals that are
focused and measured.

“Our goal is to go 1-0 every night,”
said McKenna. “Scotch Plains was a
really successful team in the early
part of the 2000s. But that time has
come and gone. We have struggled
the last few years, but I believe the
girls are focused, excited and prepar-
ing themselves to put their best foot
forward. The girls played well in their
fall league and have impressed the
coaching staff early on. We won’t
look behind as to what happened last
year nor will we look too far ahead.
It’s a day by day process for our
program.”

David B. Corbin (January 2015 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

EXPECTING TO HAVE A SUCCESSFUL SEASON...The Raiders will need senior Micaiah Battle, center, to provide
consistent scoring and leadership this season. Battle averaged 12.6 ppg from her forward spot, including dropping in 31
points in a single game against Rahway.

Hoerle also was not even a blip on
the radar screen his sophomore sea-
son but placed second in the district at
113-lbs and garnered a 16-17 record

last year by coming on stronger and
stronger as the season progressed.

“I said Chris Hoerle is going to
make a big step from his sophomore
to his junior year. He did. I think he
had that same kind of summer, so I
am expecting an even bigger jump
from Hoerle,” Kurz said.

Junior Jack Miller also made vast
improvement from his freshman year
to place third in the district at 152-lbs
and finish 15-7 last year, although he
was on the sidelines for several
matches with an injury. Miller has
jumped up two weight classes to 170-
lbs this season.

“Jack Miller had a real nice sum-
mer. He had great wins. He wrestled
some top kids,” Coach Kurz said.

Junior Phil Ricca, who placed second
at the Roselle Park Tournament at 195-
lbs but did not compete in post season
last year, will compete at 220-lbs.

“Phil Ricca really made a nice jump
over the summer. He’s going to be
strong at 220. When he decides to
wrestle, he can really wrestle. He just
needs to make sure he opens it up,”
Kurz said.

Another junior who is going to
make headway will be Zach
Rabinowitz, who had to spot oppo-
nents several pounds last year at 106-

lbs but has filled into the class this
season.

“Zach made nice progress in the
off-season. It’s nice to have an upper-
classman and a leader at the bottom
of your lineup. He’s going to have a
very good year,” Coach Kurz said.

Freshman Emmet Smith will com-
pete at 120-lbs, senior Ben Kwok will
be at 145-lbs and several are in the
mix at 152-lbs with seniors Ryan
Bass and Doug Smith and sopho-
more Isaiah Reese.

“It’s the same thing every year.
This is going to be a better team in
February than it is in December. We
are definitely going to have some
growing pains. We are going to have
our kids who will be winning tourna-
ments, winning ninety percent or
maybe some of them winning 100
percent of their duals,” Coach Kurz
said. “The success of the team is
going to hinge on how the newer guys
that were JV last year, how they
progress. Guys who are stepping into
the lineup for the first time. We ex-
pect them to take their lumps. We
expect them to persevere and learn
from it an get better.”

The Blue Devils will host Union in
their season opener on Friday, De-
cember 18, at 6:30 p.m.

ond in the district at 126-lbs and
finished with a 19-17 record. This
season, he will compete at 132-lbs.

“He has always seen tough compe-
tition around the county, around the
area but seeing him in the wrestling
room this year, he’s focused. He’s
working hard. He’s another leader
that is stepping up just by his work
ethic. He is improving his skills one
thing at a time. It’s nice because
Jashmar is picking up a lot on his feet
from [assistant] coach John Nye,”
Coach Fabiano said.

Senior Nadin Korkmaz came from
out of nowhere last year to place third
in the district at 113-lbs. He will
occupy the 120-lb spot this season.

“Nadim stepped up strong. He
started out as a JV and transitioned to
a varsity wrestler last year. He contin-
ued on during the off-season as a leader
putting the guys through workouts,
organizing the team. He’s been a leader

in the room,” Coach Fabiano said.
Of the remaining seniors, Willy

Benevides will compete at 126-lbs,
Guillame Hardy at 145-lbs, Brandon
Miguelino at 160-lbs, George Ramos at
182-lbs and Frank DiNizo at 220-lbs.

Several underclassmen have also
shown that they have talent. Sopho-
more Jack Cannon placed second in
the district at 120-lbs last year and
finished 19-14. This season he is ex-
pected in the 132-138 range. Several
sophomores are in the lineup. Sam
Wustefeld competed at 152-lbs but
was injured midway through last year.
He will jump to the 170-lb class. Nick
Palazzola and Mike Ramos will com-
pete at 138-lbs and 152-lbs, respec-
tively. Justin Sidebottom and Jacob
Perrone will occupy 106 and 113,
respectively, and Bobby Mount will
compete at heavyweight.

“We are going to have guys who
will shock a couple of guys from

other teams because they have been
hiding behind some of our super-
stars. Like Nick Palazzola, outstand-
ing wrestler, great work ethic, JV
champ last year. Also Sam Wustefeld,
Jack Cannon, two guys who have the
potential to do great things,” Coach
Fabiano pointed out.

As usual in the past few years, the
Raiders have jacked up the schedule
with such teams as Warren Hills, South
Plainfield, Cranford, Roselle Park and,
of course, the John Goles Tournament.

“It’s the same philosophy, the men-
tality here at Scotch Plains. We have
another tough schedule this year be-
cause we feel like our kids can handle
it early on in the season to prepare
them for the end of the season, dis-
tricts, regions and hopefully the
states,” Coach Fabiano said.

The Raiders will host Summit in
their season opener on Friday, De-
cember 18, at 7 p.m.

WF’s Henry Smith Receives
All-Region Honors in Soccer
KANSAS CITY, Mo. – Junior for-

ward Henry Smith (Westfield) of the
Gettysburg College men’s soccer team
picked up his second major
postseason award, earning a spot on
the National Soccer Coaches Asso-
ciation of America (NSCAA) Divi-
sion III All-Mid-Atlantic Region
Team.

Smith landed second-team honors
to become Gettysburg’s first all-re-
gion recipient since Geoff Menge ’10
captured second-team status in 2009.
Last month, Smith was named First
Team All-Centennial Conference af-
ter making his mark as a playmaker,
handing out a team-leading 12 assists
– a mark that ranked second in the
conference. He also finished second
among the Bullets and tied for eighth
in the Centennial with six goals to
lead the team in scoring with 24 points,

which placed him fifth among the
conference leaders. It was also the
most points by a Bullet since Chris
Bayon ’09 scored 27 in 2007.

Smith is tied for 13th in Division
III in total assists and ranks eighth in
assists per game (0.75). His 12 assists
are also third in single-season school
history and are the most by a Bullet
since Jason Vishio ’00 distributed a
school-record 18 in 1999. In one of
his top performances of the season,
Smith tied a school record with three
assists in Gettysburg’s 4-3 loss to
Haverford College. He also dished
out two assists in four other matches
– all Bullet victories – and scored
both of the Bullets’ goals in a 2-1
victory over Marymount University.

Gettysburg finished the year 10-5-
1, marking the team’s first 10-win
season since 2007.

Probitas Verus Honos


