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WE ARE THE CHAMPIONS...The Westfield High School Blue Devils football team bested Bridgewater-Raritan, 10-7, at
Met Life Stadium on Thursday night to clinch the North 2, Group 5 State Championship. The Blue Devils had an undefeated
season, for more information see the full story on Page 11.

Foerst Serves Last Meeting on
Town Council After 12 Years

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — After serving for
12 years on town council, Council-
man Jim Foerst served his last meet-
ing on the dais after not seeking re-
election in November. During a spe-
cial presentation where Mayor An-
drew Skibitsky presented Mr. Foerst
and his family with a resolution ac-
knowledging his service to the town
and residents, Mr. Foerst was teary-
eyed when hearing the accolades
given by Mayor Skibitsky.

Mr. Skibitisky cited his “contribu-
tions to the advancement of the qual-
ity of life in the Town of Westfield
include the advocacy for and the
implementation of a sustainable and

successful high school parking plan;
the advocacy for and the implemen-
tation of the train Quiet Zone, the first
in New Jersey; the navigation through
the nearly impenetrable legal logjam
of Council On Affordable Housing
(COAH) rules, regulations and court
decisions, clearing the way for high-
end developments on underused land
that are in compliance with the state
mandates; overseeing the enhance-
ment of the Historic Preservation
Ordinance and the Tree Preservation
Ordinance; and perhaps most signifi-
cant, by integrating the recommen-
dations of the Land Use Task Force
with the work of the Code Review
and Town Property Committee, lead-
ing the way for new land use legisla-

tion to be adopted that successfully
reeled in the “McMansion” move-
ment without compromising private
property rights...”

Mayor Skibitsky in his comments,
said, “…you’ve been fantastic for the
Town of Westfield…a model hus-
band and model father…,” and said
Mr. Foerst has asked to serve on a
committee next year.

Each of the council representatives
expressed their gratitude for Mr.
Foerst’s work on council.

Councilwoman JoAnn Neylan said
he has a “generous spirit.”

“You’re quick-witted, you’re quick,
your smart, you’re a smart aleck, and
you added intelligent comments to
our discussion….this town has ben-
efitted greatly because of your intel-
lect, you have literally shaped
Westfield…,” Ms. Neylan said.

Councilwoman Vicki Kimmins,
who served on the Town Code Re-
view and Property Committee with
Mr. Foerst, said, “Your guidance and
expertise is amazing.”

A letter was sent by New Jersey
District 21 lawmakers, Sen. Tom
Kean, Jr. and Assembly members Jon
Bramnick and Nancy Munoz, con-
gratulating him for his “…outstand-
ing tenure…”

“I’m profoundly sad, but happy….I
hope my legacy is here…you’ll see it
at the groundbreaking this morning
at the affordable housing complex,”
Mr. Foerst said.

Former councilman Ken
MacRitchie said during public com-
ment, “Councilman Foerst is making
affordable housing within walking
distance to train stations, bus sta-
tions, downtown…making Westfield
affordable for decent people with
modest means. This is something
good for Westfield. I wish Council-
man Foerst was a councilman when I
was 20 years ago…”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
LIGHTING THE MENORAH…A Menorah lighting ceremony was held in
downtown Westfield at the train station on North Avenue on Sunday. Music,
refreshments and Chanukah Gelt were made available.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
CHRIST IS BORN…A live nativity was featured at the Westfield Presbyterian
Church on Sunday, December 6. The event included a petting zoo, Christmas
caroling, hot chocolate and the reading of the story of the birth of Christ with the
backdrop of costumed church members portraying the nativity scene.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
END OF AN ERA...Jim Foerst with his wife Cara, sons Jaimie, 8, and Collin, 6,
received a resolution for his 12 years of service to the council read by Mayor Andy
Skibitsky Tuesday at the Town Council meeting. Mr. Foerst did not seek re-
election this year.

Garwood Losing Police Officer,
Eyeing New DPW Worker

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The borough will
lose a police officer, appears on the
verge of hiring a public works em-
ployee and may be in the market soon
for a garbage truck, the council
learned at its regular meeting Tues-
day.

Police Committee Chairwoman
and Councilwoman Carol Kearney
said in her report that Police Officer
Andrew Horan has submitted his res-
ignation, effective Thursday, Decem-

ber 31, to take a better-paying posi-
tion with another department.

After the meeting, Police Chief
Bruce Underhill would not tell The
Westfield Leader which department
Officer Horan, who has been with
Garwood two-and-a-half years, was
leaving for because the hiring has not
become official.

The resignation would reduce the
Garwood Police Department to 15,
including Chief Underhill and sec-
ond-in-command Captain Doug
Stoffer.

The meeting began with a report
from Department of Public Works
(DPW) Superintendent Clint
Dicksen, who was asked by Council-
man Jim Mathieu about the status of
replacing Timothy Delgado, who was
fired in October.

Mr. Dicksen replied that he be-
lieved the matter was to be discussed
later in the evening, and while noth-
ing was mentioned publicly, Mr.
Dicksen joined council for a brief
closed executive session at the end of
the meeting. Council members did
not disclose what was discussed.

However, in his report, Mr. Dicksen
did say that the DPW has scrambled
to keep equipment running, disclos-
ing that the “backup” garbage truck

was recently taken out of service for
repairs, which required some “jock-
eying of equipment” to keep up with
the leaf-collection schedule.

“We’re moving in a forward direc-
tion, knock on wood,” Mr. Dicksen
said, which prompted a query from
Council President Bill Nierstedt about
“capital purchases.”

“I’ll have my five-year capital plan
soon,” Mr. Dicksen said. “We may
have to talk about replacing the gar-
bage truck. The backup has a lot of
issues. We spent money to fix it, but
I don’t see it being long for this
world.”

During a discussion about possible
price, which Mr. Dicksen said can
reach $350,000, he mentioned that
the compactor on the backup is older
than he is and has been used on two
other trucks.

Mr. Dicksen also informed the
council that he has transferred the
third of three mower/tractors used by
Fanwood to Garwood for the winter.
Mr. Dicksen also works as superin-
tendent in Fanwood, arranged in a
highly contentious shared-services
agreement approved in July. The trac-
tor, which is used by Fanwood as a
backup, has been outfitted with a

County Okays $475,000
Settlement for Assault Claim

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for the Westfield Leader

ELIZABETH – Union County free-
holders approved $475,000 to settle
a claim that a former Union County
Juvenile Detention Center officer
sexually assaulted an under-age in-
mate for nearly a year, the second
payout in less than three months for
accusations against corrections offi-
cials.

The item was added to the free-
holder agenda for the December 3
meeting after a 15-minute executive
session, and was one of 85 resolu-
tions adopted by the board after not
meeting for three weeks.

The $475,000 – to be paid by in-
surance – was to settle a suit filed by
Shiquon Fowler of North Plainfield,
who in May 2014 accused Sherrie
Brown-Braswell of sexually assault-
ing him between April to November
2012 while he was 17 and being held
at the detention center in Linden. It
also named as defendants five other
officers, five senior or supervising
officers, the center’s chief, superin-
tendent and assistant superintendent.

Following an internal investigation,
detention center Superintendent Greg
Lyons retired and Assistant Superin-
tendent Tina Matlock resigned in June
2014. Ms. Brown-Braswell was sen-
tenced to two years probation in
March after pleading guilty to fourth-
degree sexual contact, Union County
prosecutor’s office spokesman Mark
Spivey said. She also had been
charged with second-degree sexual
assault.

During her sentencing hearing, Ms.
Brown-Braswell’s attorney Brooke
Barnett claimed Mr. Fowler was
charged with kidnapping and aggra-
vated sexual assault, according to a
published report, but Mr. Spivey
would neither confirm nor deny that
since Mr. Fowler was a juvenile.

The approval comes following the
freeholders’ decision in September
to pay $200,000 to Diane McKernan,
whose son Bill Parisio died in 2014
while in custody at the Union County
jail awaiting trial for murder. In that
lawsuit, Ms. McKernan claimed
guards beat her son, causing his death
from a heart condition. A grand jury
refused to indict any officers in the
case.

The freeholders also approved sev-
eral multi-million dollar expendi-
tures, including a $4.34-million bud-
get for the operation of Ash Brook
and Galloping Hill golf courses for
2016. The budget is about $200,000
more than this year, mostly owing to
preparations for Galloping Hill to
host the 96th New Jersey Golf
Association’s State Open Champi-
onship July 11 to 13, said Armando
Sanchez, the county’s director of golf
operations.

The numbers also include an an-
ticipated $100,000 increase in rev-
enue to $4.9 million, Mr. Sanchez
said.

Additionally, the freeholders ex-
tended a contract with Royal Printing
Services of West New York for two
years for $1.15 million for “general
election printing services.” Although
it was acknowledged by a represen-
tative from the Union County Clerk’s
office the contract was a significant
increase from the current one, which
was not specified, the reason was due
to the U.S. president’s office being
on the ballot in 2016 and the New
Jersey governor’s office being on the
2017 ballot.

Another big ticket item on the
agenda was approving the acceptance
of an additional $124,000 from the
state Department of Transportation
for design work to replace the 104-
year-old Gordon Street Bridge con-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Cranford Bd. Unanimously
Rejects Day-Care Center

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for the Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – The zoning board
unanimously rejected on Monday a
proposal to raze the century old Ma-
sonic Lodge at the corner of South
Avenue and Thomas Street for a day-
care center, siding with residents who
expressed concerns about traffic,
overdevelopment, water runoff and
noise.

The hearing completed a third
three-hour session dedicated to the
application of Divyajan Management,
which was seeking several variances
to build The Sapling School facing
Thomas Street.

At least 10 area residents expressed
their fear of increased traffic that
would be caused by the facility, which
would have had a capacity of caring
for a maximum of 179 children up to
6 years old from 6:30 a.m. to 6:30
p.m. Monday through Friday.

One after another, residents spoke
about the difficulty of turning from
Thomas Street on to South Avenue,
especially left. Commercial develop-

ment in a residential zone also was a
major complaint. They expressed
their dismay with recent develop-
ment that already has occurred in
town and said they were afraid Cran-
ford would lose its small-town feel.

Other concerns cited by residents
were the proposed removal of old tall
oak trees on the property, the en-
trance driveway which was to be lo-
cated just 35 feet from South Avenue,
noise caused by the proposed play-
ground that would be adjacent to
yards of homes on Centennial Av-
enue and rear outlets from those prop-
erties if they were bordered by a wall
and six-foot fence.

All of the board members, before
casting their votes, said they felt the
day-care facility was not a bad idea,
because they knew the lodge was
going to sell the property at some
point, but the concerns of the neigh-
bors made an impression on them.

“I think that Thomas Street resi-
dents proved to the board that they
were focused and involved enough to

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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CHRISTMAS BLESSINGS...The Westfield Knights, led by Tom Madaras, setup
the manger Saturday at the north side train station. Father Anthony Randazzo
from Holy Trinity presided over the blessing of the creche.

Westfield BOE Bids Farewell
To Mattessich and Biegler

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Board
of Education on Tuesday evening bid
farewell to Richard Mattessich, a six-
year veteran of the board and its presi-
dent for the last few years, and to Lucy
Biegler, who is a teacher in another
district and has just completed a three-
year term. Both were presented a cer-
tificate of appreciation for their ser-
vice. Also, a bond presentation by Board
Secretary/Business Administrator Dana
Sullivan spelled out the terms of the
bond proposal voters will be asked to
approve in a special election to be held
on Tuesday, January 26.

Both outgoing board members hum-
bly accepted the accolades the board
bestowed on them, such as praise for
Mr. Mattessich’s leadership, and ap-
preciation for Ms. Biegler’s perspec-
tive as a teacher.

The board approved a resolution on
the two bond proposals which are to be
submitted for voter approval at a spe-
cial school district election scheduled

for January 26, 2016, between the hours
of 7 a.m. and 9 p.m., as permitted and
required by law.

The first proposal is to authorize the
district to (a) undertake renovations,
alterations and improvements to the
Edison Intermediate, Franklin Elemen-
tary and Jefferson Elementary schools,
the Kehler Field House, the Lincoln
School Early Childhood Center,
McKinley Elementary, Roosevelt In-
termediate, Tamaques Elementary,
Washington Elementary, Westfield
High School, Wilson Elementary and
the board of Education offices, includ-
ing related work, fixtures, equipment
and site work, and (b) to appropriate
$8,600,000.

The final eligible costs of the projects
approved by the Commissioner of Edu-
cation are $8,600,000 ($525,000 allo-
cated for the Edison Intermediate
School, $60,000 allocated to the
Franklin Elementary School,
$1,270,500 allocated to Jefferson El-
ementary School, $112,500 allocated
to the Kehler Field House, $448,500

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
COUGARS WIN!...Coach Erik Rosenmeier and Offensive and Defensive Linemen Kevin Doran celebrate Cranford High
School football Cougars victory on Friday  night. The Cougars achieved their goal, securing a North 2, Group 3
championship, by defeating the Chatham Cougars, 50-23, at Kean University’s Cougar Stadium in Union.

During the business portion of the
meeting, the council approved the
purchase of computer software for
the fire department, at $21,592; a
digital radio system for the Police,
Fire and Public Works Departments
to comply with Federal Communica-
tions Commission (FCC) mandates,
at $1.1 million; three 2016 Police
Interceptor utility all-wheel drive base
vehicles, at $87,336; and a garbage
truck for the DPW.

A contract was approved for pro-
fessional services for the evaluation,
planning, and design of improve-
ments to parking Lot 2 near the post
office and Lot 7 on North Avenue and
Elm Street at a cost of $39,500. Also
a contract was approved for residen-
tial and town sidewalk replacement,
which is part of the capital budget.

Five resolutions were approved to
demolish single-family homes in the
town.

Resolutions were passed to autho-
rize salaries for employees for 2016,
based on contracts that were ratified
earlier this year and are to expire in
2018, with the exception of the fire
department which is to expire in 2017.
Non-union salaries will increase just
over 2 percent in 2016, Town Admin-
istrator Jim Gildea said.

Resident Shawn Mullen again
asked the council to “act quickly to
amend town code for 24-hour busi-
nesses. … It’s worthwhile to take on
that process,” said Mr. Mullen, who
also noted the planning board appli-
cation of 7-Eleven.

He said in his research, a “…sig-
nificant amount of criminal activity”
were reported in 24-hour convenience
stores in other nearby municipalities,
including Garwood and Mountain-
side.

Final hearings on ordinances in-
troduced last month were held. Per-
mit parking is to be raised to $60 per
year, or 25 cents per workday, come
the New Year; Stop signs will be
installed at all Summit Avenue ap-
proaches to Park Street and installed
at all Temple Place approaches to
Boulevard. Also a parking spot will
be removed on South Avenue and
Boulevard; the town code was
amended to deny demolition of struc-
tures to occur on weekends or federal
holidays.

The next Town Council meeting
will be its reorganizational meeting
January 3 at 4 p.m. when Doug Stokes
will be sworn in as a councilman.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

WF Council

not have their property values re-
duced by traffic and commercializa-
tion,” resident Bill Montani said after
the meeting.

Union County Freeholder Bette
Jane Kowalski, a resident of the area,
attended the meeting to support her
neighbors, but didn’t speak.

“The people of Cranford need to
have the area as residential, not sold
as a commercial entity,” Teresa
Montani said.

“This is a great grassroots effort,”
Shirley Gazsi added. “We’re not
adversarial as a group. Day care is a
good thing, but in this situation is
dangerous.”

Attorney Edward Hobbie, whose
office abuts the lodge property, said
the traffic would have been too over-
whelming.

“If the child-care center has about
180 children, to be dropped off and
picked up each day, that means a
daily increase of 360 cars a day to the
area,” he said. “It has got to make an
impact on the area traffic.”

The lodge allows residents to park
in their existing lot. Those residents
will have to park on the street when
the property is sold, lodge Grand
Master James Foster said.

The next board of adjustment meet-
ing will be Monday, December 14,
8:15 p.m., at the municipal building.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

CF Planning

Council Moves on Forest Rd. Park,
Community House Improvements

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

FANWOOD — Borough council
on Monday approved $100,000 to
make unspecified improvements at
Forrest Road Park and also voted
for another $42,000 in bonds for
upgrades to the train station Com-
munity House.

Both expenditures came with
matching Union County grants an-
nounced at the freeholders’ Octo-
ber 15 meeting, Borough Clerk
Eleanor McGovern said.

The Community House money
will help improve drainage at the
141-year-old Victorian Carpenter
Gothic structure, which was placed
on the National Register of Historic
Places in 1980, Ms. McGovern said.

The $100,000 for Forest Road
Park will come from the Recreation
Trust Fund. The park’s tennis courts
are to be removed to make way for
changes not yet determined, Coun-
cilman Kevin Boris had said when
the ordinance was introduced last
month.

In new business, the council
okayed $10,000 for the first pay-
ment for sidewalk repair and to hire
the engineer for the work.

“It is 80 percent done,” Borough
Engineer Peter Bondar said.

Two change orders also were ap-
proved. The first was for the con-
struction administration phase of
renovations to the Carriage House
and the other for an additional

$8,050 to Kaltech Engineering to
replace the chain link fence origi-
nally planned for the new skate park
to a black vinyl coated chain link
fence so it is stronger, Councilman
Tom Kranz said.

During the agenda session – for
the December 21 meeting, the coun-
cil decided to designate money from
its COAH trust fund for affordable
housing for people who will be dis-
placed from their group homes be-
cause of changes in state law.

One change, Ms. McGovern said,
effective in January, requires each
person in a group have their own
room. The ARC of Union County, a
non-profit that assists the develop-
mentally disabled, has asked the
borough and other municipalities
for financial assistance in renovat-
ing or purchasing homes.

“We don’t own any buildings, so
it would have to be funding,” Ms.

McGovern said.
“Let’s set it up,” Mr. Boris said.
There are three group homes in

Fanwood, Ms. McGovern said.
The funding would count toward

the borough’s requirement for af-
fordable housing, often referred by
the acronym COAH — for the Coun-
cil On Affordable Housing regula-
tions, Ms. McGovern said.

About $140,000 is in the
borough’s COAH trust fund, CFO
Fred Tomkins said. It is used for
rehabilitation programs, he added.

It would cost $550,000 for a house
with the appropriate services, Ms.
McGovern said.

Elizabethtown Gas is looking to
replace low-pressure lines on parts
of Terrill Road beginning in Janu-
ary with elevated pressure pipe, Mr.
Bondar said. Come summer, Union
County is planning to repave Terrill
Road, he said.

Decision On SP Planner
Delayed Until New Year

allocated to McKinley Elementary
School, $1,050,000 allocated to
Roosevelt Intermediate School,
$605,000 allocated to Tamaques El-
ementary School, $723,000 allocated
to Washington Elementary School,
$1,265,000 allocated to Westfield High
School, $216,000 allocated to Wilson
Elementary School and $282,500 allo-
cated to the Westfield Board of Educa-
tion offices.

The proposed improvements include
zero dollars for school construction
elements in addition to the facilities
efficiency standards developed by the
Commissioner of Education or not oth-
erwise eligible for state support. The
state debt service and aid percentage
will equal 40 percent of the annual debt
service due with respect to the final
eligible costs of the projects. The board
is authorized to transfer funds among
the projects approved at this special
election.

The second proposal authorizes the
board to (a) undertake renovations, al-
terations and improvements to the au-
ditoriums at the Edison and Roosevelt
Intermediate Schools including related
work, fixtures, furnishings, equipment
and site work, and (b) to appropriate
$4,000,000.

The final eligible costs of the projects
approved by the Commissioner of Edu-
cation are $4,000,000 ($2,050,000 al-
located to Edison Intermediate School
and $1,950,000 allocated to Roosevelt
Intermediate School). The proposed
improvements include zero dollars for
school construction elements in addi-
tion to the facilities efficiency stan-
dards developed by the Commissioner
of Education or not otherwise eligible
for state support. The state debt service
aid percentage will equal 40 percent of
the annual debt service due with re-
spect to the final eligible cost of projects
approved at this special election.

Question one of the bond is asking
voters to assume a 2.5- to 3-percent
interest rate for the total amount of the
bond for $8.6 million. The 10-year
bond term will cause an average in-
crease of $62.83 per household; a 20-
year bond term, an average increase of
$36.60 per household.

Question two is asking voters to as-
sume a 2.5- to 3-percent interest rate on
the total amount of the $4-million bond.
A 10-year bond term will cause an
average increase of $29.39 per house-
hold; a 20-year bond term will cause an
average increase of $16.88 per house-
hold.

Pending voter approval, the projects
will begin in the summer of 2016.

The next meeting of the board will
be its reorganization meeting, Tuesday,
January 5, at 7:30 p.m., in the Roosevelt
Intermediate School auditorium on
Rahway Avenue.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — A decision
by the township council on hiring a
professional planning firm to over-
see downtown business district re-
development will be deferred until
the new year.

At Tuesday’s conference meet-
ing—where two of the five council
members were absent—township
manager Al Mirabella said a “more
robust” discussion was needed first
about which of the six firms seek-
ing to be hired should get the nod.

With Councilman John Del Sordi
and Councilwoman Rose Checchio
absent, the next opportunity for a
back-and-forth discussion won’t be
until the council’s first conference
meeting in January.

Mayor Kevin Glover agreed, say-
ing that while the matter “needs to
get moved up court,” it was impor-
tant that all five members be present
for any hiring discussions.

Mr. Mirabella said that, to his
mind, two firms—Wallace Roberts
and Todd, and Looney Ricks Kiss—
were standouts during the interview
process.

Both, he said, had the experience
to “tap into the right formula” for
revitalizing the downtown. Deputy
Mayor Colleen Gialanella men-
tioned Wallace Roberts and Todd,
and Burgis Associates as having
stood out in her mind.  She also
expressed frustration that the pro-
cess has taken most of this year and
that an actual hiring won’t occur
until 2016. It was difficult for her,
she added, to recall the details of all
six presentations, the first of which
occurred in mid-summer.

Mrs. Gialanella also told the
council of a problem she has wit-
nessed of late—namely, what ap-

pear to be several homeless people
in the downtown at night.

She said she has witnessed public
sleeping, urination and vomiting by
these individuals and asked that
some type of action be taken.

“I feel terrible,” she said, but
noted that there are local shelters
available.

She hoped the problem is settled
soon so that the specter of a home-
less person freezing to death on a
downtown street doesn’t have to be
faced.

Councilman Llewellyn Jones
agreed, saying any homeless prob-
lem would have a detrimental ef-
fect on efforts to entice shoppers
into the downtown.

As for the hiring of a planner, he
also lamented that any hiring will
not take place until the new year.
He told his colleagues that, of the
six firms interviewed, two of them—
Looney Ricks Kiss and Burgis As-
sociates—were “a cut above the oth-
ers.”

In other business, two residents
briefed the council on plans to hold
a 5K race and kids fun run in the
downtown next summer. Amy
Ferrone called it a way to “get
people into downtown” for several
hours.

The race is tentatively scheduled
for the evening of Thursday, June
23 with some type of post-race cel-
ebration taking place in Alan Au-
gustine Village Green. Any profits
from the race, Mr. Jones said, would
be earmarked toward downtown re-
vitalization efforts.

Earlier in the meeting, Mr.
Mirabella, in response to two que-
ries from residents, said that he had
not yet begun searching for a suc-
cessor to Police Chief Brian
Mahoney, who has announced his
intention to retire in March. Mr.
Mirabella said he was waiting for
the chief to submit his retirement
paperwork with state pension au-
thorities. A replacement likely will
come from within the department,
which Mr. Mirabella said contains
“lots of qualified people.”

The council’s final business meet-
ing of the year will be held on
Tuesday, December 15.

Courtesy of Glenn Mortimer
OH CHRISTMAS TREE…Mountainside held its annual Christmas tree lighting
ceremony on Sunday.

plow and cab and will be used for
clearing snow on sidewalks.

On another matter, Borough Attor-
ney Bob Renaud said that the judge
overseeing Garwood’s request for ap-
proval of its mandatory affordable-
housing plan has granted the borough
an extension of its exemption from
any “builder’s remedy” lawsuits until
April 1.

Mr. Renaud explained that he inter-
preted the extension as a positive de-
velopment to a challenge from the
Fair Share Housing Center in Cherry
Hill, N.J., which wrote to the court
suggesting Garwood used an outdated
standard in devising the number of
units it must provide.

“The special master wouldn’t have
agreed and the court wouldn’t have
granted extension if it thought we
were pursuing the wrong path,” Mr.
Renaud said. “Their letter is not some-
thing we need to address. The court
disregarded it, candidly, in granting
immunity. We’re proceeding along so
far with court and special master and
their approval, or lack of disapproval.”

Affordable housing, mandated by a
series of New Jersey Supreme Court
decisions in 1975 and 1983 known as
the Mount Laurel cases, was codified
into law with the passage of the Fair
Housing Act by the New Jersey legis-
lature in 1986, which created the Coun-
cil On Affordable Housing (COAH).

However, Mount Laurel, COAH and
their mandated remedies have been
disputed for more than three decades.
When Governor Chris Christie tried
to place affordable housing under his
administration in recent years, the Su-
preme Court reclaimed jurisdiction in
the spring. That required each town to
go before a court to get approval for its
affordable-housing plan or risk being
threatened with “builder’s remedy” –
usually a large housing project with
numerous affordable units.

In a DPW-related matter, Borough
Administrator Christina Ariemma re-
ceived approval from council to ask
Chief Underhill for help in alerting the
public about the change in the recy-
cling schedule, that will change from
alternating Thursdays on the north
and south sides of town to every other
Wednesday, the same day, on both

necting Roselle Park and Roselle.
Department of Engineering, Public
Works and Facilities Management
Director Joseph Graziano explained
that all of the money for the $4.3-
million project was coming from state
and federal agencies but Union
County was involved as a facilitator.

In one of the smallest items ap-
proved, the freeholders approved
$5,000 for the deer management pro-
gram this year, which will include
increasing the number of hunters from
38 to 40. Program manager Dan
Bernier explained that the severity of
the last two winters curtailed the num-
ber of deer killed, leaving several
parks well in excess of the estimated
population considered ideal.

The Watchung Reservation in Ber-
keley Heights had 87 deer above
threshold, he said. Lenape and
Nomahegan Parks, which stretch over
Cranford, Westfield, Kenilworth,
Springfield and Union, had 145 ex-
cess deer while Ashbrook and Oak
Ridge were 71 above the limit.

He remarked the .19-square-mile
Hawk Rise Sanctuary that was once
the Linden landfill should have no
deer and yet has an estimated 14.

The permit season is scheduled for
Sunday, January 3, through Sunday,
February 14.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Freeholders
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Garwood Council
sides of town beginning in the new
year.

Ms. Ariemma said the notice would
be up on the marquee outside Bor-
ough Hall, on the website and would
be sent in the annual schedule mailed
to all residences.

“But I just don’t think a lot of people
read what we send them,” Ms.
Ariemma said.

Councilwoman Sara Todisco said
the DPW has begun installing signs
designating areas for the residential
permit parking, which the council on
September 22 expanded from Anchor
Place, Myrtle Avenue and Willow Av-
enue to 10 other streets on both sides
of the borough.

    Join us in providing
seasons greetings to your
friends in our Christmas
newspaper edition,
Thursday, December 24.
Please fill in the form at
www.goleader.com/
christmas/greeting before
December 21.

The Westfield Leader
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Council Moves on Forest Rd. Park,
Community House Improvements

SP Hears More From Wawa;
Case to Stretch to February

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Hearings on
a proposed Wawa convenience store
and gas station for eastbound U.S.
Route 22 will continue into the new
year — and likely well into 2016,
with at least two witnesses still to
testify before neighborhood residents
get a chance.

The zoning board of adjustment
last Thursday conducted its fifth ses-
sion since the process got underway
in April. Irv Szeller, a real estate
manager for Wawa who selected the
Route 22 site occupied by the
Sanguiliano Garden Center, testified
about a variety of issues related to
expected operations.

He was the second company ex-
pert to address the subject, following
Wawa’s project engineer Lori
Kiedaisch, who spoke at the initial
April 30 hearing. Mr. Szeller pro-
vided additional information on fuel
and food deliveries, how the property
would be maintained, Wawa’s qual-
ity control regarding property man-
agement and corporate expectations
of its 650 locations in New Jersey,
Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland,
Virginia and Central Florida and lo-
cal community involvement.

Unlike food deliveries, which are
scheduled in advance, Mr. Szeller
said fuel at the approximately 400
locations that sell it are made on an
as-needed basis when sensors inside

the underground tanks signal that
supplies are running low.

Responding to some neighbors’
concerns about noise, he noted that
trucks are not allowed to idle during
deliveries and added the actual pro-
cess of filling the underground tanks
“is one of the most quiet deliveries”
due to it being “gravity-fed” versus
pumped by a motor.

He said the typical delivery time
for both food and fuel is 30 to 45
minutes.

Mr. Szeller said the site would be
maintained once during each shift,
with trash cans emptied and the prop-
erty policed. Fuel attendants also are
expected to do likewise when they
are not servicing vehicles. Wawa con-
ducts surprise and unannounced site
visits to ensure that the properties are
being managed to its expectations, he
said.

Security is provided with numer-
ous security cameras linked to a cen-
tral monitoring station. Mr. Szeller
also said that no cash is kept at the
fuel pumps during overnight hours
and that a minimal amount of cash is
allowed to be in register drawers in-
side the convenience store.

“We do everything we can to deter
robberies,” he said.

Mr. Szeller said the average Wawa
store employs 45 to 055 people, and
added that hiring locally is a priority.
He said the company donates “mil-
lions” to charities and also sponsors
local youth sports leagues.

Several residents questioned Mr.
Szeller about what they felt were
contradictions between his testimony
and that of Ms. Kiedasch seven
months ago.

Furthermore, one resident who
lives behind the proposed site showed
Mr. Szeller photographs taken dur-
ing the summer at a Wawa in Eliza-
beth that purported to show a large

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Borough council
on Monday approved $100,000 to
make unspecified improvements at
Forrest Road Park and also voted for
another $42,000 in bonds for up-
grades to the train station Commu-
nity House.

Both expenditures came with
matching Union County grants an-
nounced at the freeholders’ October
15 meeting, Borough Clerk Eleanor

McGovern said.
The Community House money will

help improve drainage at the 141-
year-old Victorian Carpenter Gothic
structure, which was placed on the
National Register of Historic Places
in 1980, Ms. McGovern said.

The $100,000 for Forest Road Park
will come from the Recreation Trust
Fund. The park’s tennis courts are to
be removed to make way for changes
not yet determined, Councilman
Kevin Boris had said when the ordi-
nance was introduced last month.

In new business, the council okayed
$10,000 for the first payment for
sidewalk repair and to hire the engi-
neer for the work.

“It is 80 percent done,” Borough
Engineer Peter Bondar said.

Two change orders also were ap-
proved. The first was for the con-
struction administration phase of
renovations to the Carriage House
and the other for an additional $8,050
to Kaltech Engineering to replace the
chain link fence originally planned
for the new skate park to a black vinyl
coated chain link fence so it is stron-
ger, Councilman Tom Kranz said.

During the agenda session – for the
December 21 meeting, the council
decided to designate money from its
COAH trust fund for affordable hous-
ing for people who will be displaced
from their group homes because of

changes in state law.
One change, Ms. McGovern said,

effective in January, requires each
person in a group have their own
room. The ARC of Union County, a
non-profit that assists the develop-
mentally disabled, has asked the bor-
ough and other municipalities for fi-
nancial assistance in renovating or
purchasing homes.

“We don’t own any buildings, so it
would have to be funding,” Ms.
McGovern said.

“Let’s set it up,” Mr. Boris said.
There are three group homes in

Fanwood, Ms. McGovern said.
The funding would count toward

the borough’s requirement for afford-
able housing, often referred by the
acronym COAH — for the Council
On Affordable Housing regulations,
Ms. McGovern said.

About $140,000 is in the borough’s
COAH trust fund, CFO Fred Tomkins
said. It is used for rehabilitation pro-
grams, he added.

It would cost $550,000 for a house
with the appropriate services, Ms.
McGovern said.

Elizabethtown Gas is looking to
replace low-pressure lines on parts of
Terrill Road beginning in January
with elevated pressure pipe, Mr.
Bondar said. Come summer, Union
County is planning to repave Terrill
Road, he said.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

County Okays $475,000
Settlement for Assault Claim

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ELIZABETH – Union County
freeholders approved $475,000 to
settle a claim that a former Union
County Juvenile Detention Center
officer sexually assaulted an under-
age inmate for nearly a year, the
second payout in less than three
months for accusations against cor-
rections officials.

The item was added to the free-
holder agenda for the December 3
meeting after a 15-minute execu-
tive session, and was one of 85
resolutions adopted by the board
after not meeting for three weeks.

The $475,000 – to be paid by
insurance – was to settle a suit filed
by Shiquon Fowler of North Plain-
field, who in May 2014 accused
Sherrie Brown-Braswell of sexu-
ally assaulting him between April
to November 2012 while he was 17
and being held at the detention cen-
ter in Linden. It also named as de-
fendants five other officers, five
senior or supervising officers, the
center’s chief, superintendent and
assistant superintendent.

Following an internal investiga-
tion, detention center Superinten-
dent Greg Lyons retired and Assis-
tant Superintendent Tina Matlock
resigned in June 2014. Ms. Brown-
Braswell was sentenced to two years
probation in March after pleading
guilty to fourth-degree sexual con-
tact, Union County prosecutor’s
office spokesman Mark Spivey said.
She also had been charged with
second-degree sexual assault.

During her sentencing hearing,
Ms. Brown-Braswell’s attorney
Brooke Barnett claimed Mr. Fowler
was charged with kidnapping and
aggravated sexual assault, accord-
ing to a published report, but Mr.
Spivey would neither confirm nor
deny that since Mr. Fowler was a
juvenile.

The approval comes following
the freeholders’ decision in Sep-
tember to pay $200,000 to Diane
McKernan, whose son Bill Parisio
died in 2014 while in custody at the
Union County jail awaiting trial for
murder. In that lawsuit, Ms.
McKernan claimed guards beat her

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
OH BAA-THLEHEM…Kids pet the live farm animals during the Township of Scotch Plains’ annual Christmas celebration
and Christmas tree lighting on Sunday at Alan Augustine Village Green. It featured horse-drawn carriage rides, tree
decorating, face painting, free hot chocolate and pastries. Santa Claus also made an appearance inside the gazebo on the
corner of Front Street and Park Avenue.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
RIDE ALONG…Horse-drawn carriage rides were one of the many festive
activities available at Scotch Plains’ annual Christmas celebration and Christ-
mas tree lighting last Sunday at Alan Augustine Village Green.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HERE COMES SANTA…Santa listens to the children’s wish lists inside the
gazebo on the corner of Front Street and Park Avenue during the Township of
Scotch Plains’ annual Christmas celebration and Christmas tree lighting last
Sunday.

Decision on SP Planner
Delayed Until New Year

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — A decision
by the township council on hiring a
professional planning firm to over-
see downtown business district re-
development will be deferred until
the new year.

At Tuesday’s conference meet-
ing—where two of the five council
members were absent—township
manager Al Mirabella said a “more
robust” discussion was needed first
about which of the six firms seek-
ing to be hired should get the nod.

With Councilman John Del Sordi
and Councilwoman Rose Checchio
absent, the next opportunity for a
back-and-forth discussion won’t be
until the council’s first conference
meeting in January.

Mayor Kevin Glover agreed, say-
ing that while the matter “needs to
get moved up court,” it was impor-
tant that all five members be present
for any hiring discussions.

Mr. Mirabella said that, to his
mind, two firms—Wallace Roberts
and Todd, and Looney Ricks Kiss—
were standouts during the interview
process.

Both, he said, had the experience
to “tap into the right formula” for
revitalizing the downtown. Deputy
Mayor Colleen Gialanella men-
tioned Wallace Roberts and Todd,
and Burgis Associates as having
stood out in her mind.  She also
expressed frustration that the pro-
cess has taken most of this year and
that an actual hiring won’t occur
until 2016. It was difficult for her,
she added, to recall the details of all
six presentations, the first of which
occurred in mid-summer.

Mrs. Gialanella also told the
council of a problem she has wit-
nessed of late—namely, what ap-

pear to be several homeless people
in the downtown at night.

She said she has witnessed public
sleeping, urination and vomiting by
these individuals and asked that
some type of action be taken.

“I feel terrible,” she said, but
noted that there are local shelters
available.

She hoped the problem is settled
soon so that the specter of a home-
less person freezing to death on a
downtown street doesn’t have to be
faced.

Councilman Llewellyn Jones
agreed, saying any homeless prob-
lem would have a detrimental ef-
fect on efforts to entice shoppers
into the downtown.

As for the hiring of a planner, he
also lamented that any hiring will
not take place until the new year.
He told his colleagues that, of the
six firms interviewed, two of them—
Looney Ricks Kiss and Burgis As-
sociates—were “a cut above the
others.”

In other business, two residents
briefed the council on plans to hold
a 5K race and kids fun run in the
downtown next summer. Amy
Ferrone called it a way to “get
people into downtown” for several
hours.

The race is tentatively scheduled
for the evening of Thursday, June
23 with some type of post-race cel-
ebration taking place in Alan Au-
gustine Village Green. Any profits
from the race, Mr. Jones said, would
be earmarked toward downtown re-
vitalization efforts.

Earlier in the meeting, Mr.
Mirabella, in response to two que-
ries from residents, said that he had
not yet begun searching for a suc-
cessor to Police Chief Brian

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
LIGHTING THE MENORAH...Rabbi Avremel Blesofsky, left, executive direc-
tor of Chabad of Union County, leads the menorah-lighting ceremony with
Mayor Kevin Glover on Tuesday evening at the Alan Augustine Village Green.
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Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CAROLING ALONG…The Chamber Choir of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School sing carols during the Fanwood Holiday Party last Sunday at the Fanwood
Train Station.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CHRISTMASY CRAFTS…Girl Scouts of Troop No. 40685 help out at the craft
table during the Fanwood Holiday Party last Sunday at the Fanwood Train
Station.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HOLIDAY HARMONIES…Singers perform Christmas carols at Scotch Plains’
annual Christmas celebration and Christmas tree lighting last Sunday at Alan
Augustine Village Green.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MAKING A LIST…Children tell Santa what they want for Christmas at the
Fanwood Holiday Party last Sunday at the Fanwood Train Station.

Cranford Bd. Unanimously
Rejects Day-Care Center

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD – The zoning board
unanimously rejected on Monday a
proposal to raze the century-old Ma-
sonic Lodge at the corner of South
Avenue and Thomas Street for a day-
care center, siding with residents who
expressed concerns about traffic,
overdevelopment, water runoff and
noise.

The hearing completed a third
three-hour session dedicated to the
application of Divyajan Management,
which was seeking several variances
to build The Sapling School facing
Thomas Street.

At least 10 area residents expressed
their fear of increased traffic that
would be caused by the facility, which
would have had a capacity of caring
for a maximum of 179 children up to
6 years old from 6:30 a.m. to 6:30
p.m. Monday through Friday.

One after another, residents spoke
about the difficulty of turning from
Thomas Street on to South Avenue,
especially left. Commercial develop-
ment in a residential zone also was a
major complaint. They expressed
their dismay with recent develop-
ment that already has occurred in
town and said they were afraid Cran-
ford would lose its small-town feel.

Other concerns cited by residents
were the proposed removal of old tall
oak trees on the property, the en-
trance driveway which was to be lo-
cated just 35 feet from South Avenue,
noise caused by the proposed play-
ground that would be adjacent to
yards of homes on Centennial Av-
enue and rear outlets from those prop-
erties if they were bordered by a wall
and six-foot fence.

All of the board members, before
casting their votes, said they felt the
day-care facility was not a bad idea,
because they knew the lodge was
going to sell the property at some
point, but the concerns of the neigh-
bors made an impression on them.

“I think that Thomas Street resi-
dents proved to the board that they
were focused and involved enough to
not have their property values re-
duced by traffic and commercializa-
tion,” resident Bill Montani said after
the meeting.

Union County Freeholder Bette
Jane Kowalski, a resident of the area,
attended the meeting to support her
neighbors, but did not speak.

“The people of Cranford need to
have the area as residential, not sold
as a commercial entity,” Teresa
Montani said.

“This is a great grassroots effort,”
Shirley Gazsi added. “We’re not
adversarial as a group. Day care is a
good thing, but in this situation is
dangerous.”

Attorney Edward Hobbie, whose
office abuts the lodge property, said
the traffic would have been too over-
whelming.

“If the child care center has about
180 children, to be dropped off and
picked up each day, that means a
daily increase of 360 cars a day to the
area,” he said. “It has got to make an
impact on the area traffic.”

The lodge allows residents to park
in their existing lot. Those residents
will have to park on the street when
the property is sold, lodge Grand
Master James Foster said.

The next board of adjustment meet-
ing will be Monday, December 14, at
8:15 p.m., at the municipal building.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Wawa
truck idling on the property, disput-
ing what he said was company policy.

The zoning board will resume its
hearing on the Wawa application on
Thursday, February 4.

Wawa attorney Joseph Paparo told
the board he plans to have John Harter,
a traffic engineer who testified in late
October, return to explain plans de-
signed in conjunction with the state
Department of Transportation to
modify the intersection of Route 22
and Glenside Avenue.

A professional planner also is ex-
pected to testify on Wawa’s behalf.

In addition, two attorneys also have
been attending the hearings as legal
counsel for some opposing Wawa’s
application: Marc Rogoff, represent-
ing Rolling Knolls Road resident John
Lama, and Stephen Geffner, repre-
senting the owners of the Exxon gas
station across Route 22 from the pro-
posed Wawa site.

After Wawa completes its presen-
tation, they also will be given time to
formally present their cases along
with other neighborhood residents
who will speak on their own behalf.

Mahoney, who has announced his
intention to retire in March. Mr.
Mirabella said he was waiting for
the chief to submit his retirement
paperwork with state pension au-
thorities. A replacement likely will
come from within the department,
which Mr. Mirabella said contains
“lots of qualified people.”

The council’s final business meet-
ing of the year will be held on
Tuesday, December 15.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SP Council

Garwood Losing PD Officer,
Eyeing New DPW Worker

Foerst Serves Last Meeting On
WF Town Council After 12 Yrs.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — After serving for
12 years on town council, Council-
man Jim Foerst served his last meet-
ing on the dais after not seeking re-
election in November. During a spe-
cial presentation where Mayor An-
drew Skibitsky presented Mr. Foerst
and his family with a resolution ac-
knowledging his service to the town
and residents, Mr. Foerst was teary-
eyed when hearing the accolades
given by Mayor Skibitisky.

Mr. Skibitsky cited his “contribu-
tions to the advancement of the qual-
ity of life in the Town of Westfield
include the advocacy for and the
implementation of a sustainable and
successful high school parking plan;
the advocacy for and the implemen-
tation of the train Quiet Zone, the first
in New Jersey; the navigation through
the nearly impenetrable legal logjam
of Council On Affordable Housing
(COAH) rules, regulations and court
decisions, clearing the way for high
end developments on underused land
that are in compliance with the state
mandates; overseeing the enhance-
ment of the Historic Preservation Or-
dinance and the Tree Preservation
Ordinance; and perhaps most signifi-
cant, by integrating the recommen-
dations of the Land Use Task Force
with the work of the Code Review
and Town Property Committee, lead-
ing the way for new land use legisla-
tion to be adopted that successfully
reeled in the “McMansion” move-
ment without compromising private
property rights...”

Mayor Skibitsky in his comments,
said, “…you’ve been fantastic for the
Town of Westfield…a model hus-
band and model father…,” and said
Mr. Foerst has asked to serve on a
committee next year.

Each of the council representatives
expressed their gratitude for Mr.
Foerst’s work on council.

Councilwoman JoAnn Neylan said
he has a “generous spirit.”

“You’re quick-witted, you’re quick,
your smart, you’re a smart aleck, and
you added intelligent comments to
our discussion….this town has ben-
efitted greatly because of your intel-

lect, you have literally shaped
Westfield…,” Ms. Neylan said.

Councilwoman Vicki Kimmins,
who served on the Town Code Re-
view & Property Committee with Mr.
Foerst, said, “Your guidance and ex-
pertise is amazing.”

A letter was sent by New Jersey
District 21 lawmakers, Sen. Tom
Kean, Jr. and Assembly members Jon
Bramnick and Nancy Munoz, con-
gratulating him for his “…outstand-
ing tenure…”

“I’m profoundly sad, but happy….I
hope my legacy is here…you’ll see it
at the groundbreaking this morning
at the affordable housing complex,”
Mr. Foerst said.

Former councilman Ken MacRitchie
said during public comment, “Coun-
cilman Foerst is making affordable
housing within walking distance to train
stations, bus stations,
downtown…making Westfield afford-
able for decent people with modest
means. This is something good for
Westfield. I wish Councilman Foerst
was a councilman when I was 20 years
ago…”

During the business portion of the
meeting, the council approved the
purchase of computer software for
the fire department, at $21,592; a
digital radio system for the Police,
Fire and Public Works Departments
to comply with Federal Communica-
tions Commission (FCC) mandates,
at $1.1 million; three 2016 Police
Interceptor Utility All Wheel Drive
Base Vehicles, at $87,336; and a gar-
bage truck for the DPW.

A contract was approved for pro-
fessional services for the evaluation,
planning, and design of improve-
ments to Lot 2 near the post office
and Lot 7 on North Avenue and Elm
Street at a cost of $39,500. Also a
contract was approved for residential
and town sidewalk replacement,
which is part of the capital budget.

Five resolutions were approved to
demolish single-family homes in the
town.

Resolutions were passed to autho-
rize salaries for employees for 2016,
based on contracts that were ratified
earlier this year and are to expire in
2018, with the exception of the fire
department which is to expire in 2017.
Non-union salaries will increase just
over 2 percent in 2016, Town Admin-
istrator Jim Gildea said.

Resident Shawn Mullen again
asked the council to “act quickly to
amend town code for 24-hour busi-
nesses. … It’s worthwhile to take on
that process,” said Mr. Mullen, who
also noted the planning board appli-
cation of 7-Eleven.

He said in his research, a “…sig-
nificant amount of criminal activity”
were reported in 24-hour convenience
stores in other nearby municipalities,
including Garwood and Mountain-
side.

Final hearings on ordinances intro-
duced last month were held. Permit
parking is to be raised to $60 per year,
or 25 cents per workday, come the
New Year; Stop signs will be installed
at all Summit Avenue approaches to
Park Street and installed at all Temple
Place approaches to Boulevard. Also a
parking spot will be removed on South
Avenue and Boulevard; the town code
was amended to deny demolition of
structures to occur on weekends or
federal holidays.

The next town council meeting will
be its reorganizational meeting on
Sunday, January 3, at 4 p.m., when
Doug Stokes will be sworn in as a
councilman.

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – The borough will
lose a police officer, appears on the
verge of hiring a public works em-
ployee and may be in the market
soon for a garbage truck, the coun-
cil learned at its regular meeting
Tuesday.

Police Committee Chairwoman
and Councilwoman Carol Kearney
said in her report that Police Of-
ficer Andrew Horan has submitted
his resignation, effective Thursday,
December 31, to take a better-pay-
ing position with another depart-
ment.

After the meeting, Police Chief
Bruce Underhill would not tell The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times which
department Officer Horan, who has
been with Garwood two-and-a-half
years, was leaving for because the
hiring has not become official.

The resignation would reduce the
Garwood Police Department to 15,
including Chief Underhill and sec-
ond-in-command Captain Doug
Stoffer.

The meeting began with a report
from Department of Public Works
(DPW) Superintendent Clint
Dicksen, who was asked by Coun-
cilman Jim Mathieu about the sta-
tus of replacing Timothy Delgado,
who was fired in October.

Mr. Dicksen replied that he be-
lieved the matter was to be dis-
cussed later in the evening, and
while nothing was mentioned pub-
licly, Mr. Dicksen joined council
for a brief closed executive session
at the end of the meeting. Council
members did not disclose what was
discussed.

However, in his report, Mr.
Dicksen did say that the DPW has
scrambled to keep equipment run-
ning, disclosing that the “backup”
garbage truck was recently taken
out of service for repairs, which
required some “jockeying of equip-
ment” to keep up with the leaf-
collection schedule.

“We’re moving in a forward di-
rection, knock on wood,” Mr.
Dicksen said, which prompted a
query from Council President Bill
Nierstedt about “capital purchases.”

“I’ll have my five-year capital
plan soon,” Mr. Dicksen said. “We
may have to talk about replacing
the garbage truck. The backup has a
lot of issues. We spent money to fix
it, but I don’t see it being long for
this world.”

During a discussion about pos-
sible price, which Mr. Dicksen said
can reach $350,000, he mentioned
that the compactor on the backup is
older than he is and has been used
on two other trucks.

Mr. Dicksen also informed the
council that he has transferred the
third of three mower/tractors used
by Fanwood to Garwood for the
winter. Mr. Dicksen also works as
superintendent in Fanwood, ar-
ranged in a highly contentious
shared-services agreement ap-
proved in July. The tractor, which is
used by Fanwood as a backup, has
been outfitted with a plow and cab
and will be used for clearing snow
on sidewalks.

On another matter, Borough At-
torney Bob Renaud said that the
judge overseeing Garwood’s re-
quest for approval of its mandatory
affordable-housing plan has granted
the borough an extension of its ex-

emption from any “builder’s rem-
edy” lawsuits until April 1.

Mr. Renaud explained that he in-
terpreted the extension as a positive
development to a challenge from
the Fair Share Housing Center in
Cherry Hill, N.J., which wrote to
the court suggesting Garwood used
an outdated standard in devising
the number of units it must provide.

“The special master wouldn’t
have agreed and the court wouldn’t
have granted extension if it thought
we were pursuing the wrong path,”
Mr. Renaud said. “Their letter is
not something we need to address.
The court disregarded it, candidly,
in granting immunity. We’re pro-
ceeding along so far with court and
special master and their approval,
or lack of disapproval.”

Affordable housing, mandated by
a series of New Jersey Supreme
Court decisions in 1975 and 1983
known as the Mount Laurel cases,
was codified into law with the pas-
sage of the Fair Housing Act by the
New Jersey legislature in 1986,
which created the Council On Af-
fordable Housing (COAH).

However, Mount Laurel, COAH
and their mandated remedies have
been disputed for more than three
decades. When Governor Chris
Christie tried to place affordable
housing under his administration in
recent years, the Supreme Court
reclaimed jurisdiction in the spring.
That required each town to go be-
fore a court to get approval for its
affordable-housing plan or risk be-
ing threatened with “builder’s rem-
edy” – a large housing project with
numerous affordable units.

In a DPW-related matter, Bor-
ough Administrator Christina
Ariemma received approval from
council to ask Chief Underhill for
help in alerting the public about the
change in the recycling schedule,
that will change from alternating
Thursdays on the north and south
sides of town to every other Wednes-
day, the same day, on both sides of
town beginning in the new year.

Ms. Ariemma said the notice
would be up on the marquee out-
side Borough Hall, on the website
and would be sent in the annual
schedule mailed to all residences.

“But I just don’t think a lot of
people read what we send them,”
Ms. Ariemma said.

Councilwoman Sara Todisco said
the DPW has begun installing signs
designating areas for the residen-
tial permit parking, which the coun-
cil on September 22 expanded from
Anchor Place, Myrtle Avenue and
Willow Avenue to 10 other streets
on both sides of the borough.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CANDY CANE LANE…Children enjoy the candy canes at the Fanwood Holiday
Party last Sunday at the Fanwood Train Station.

son, causing his death from a heart
condition. A grand jury refused to
indict any officers in the case.

The freeholders also approved
several multi-million dollar expen-
ditures, including a $4.34-million
budget for the operation of Ash
Brook and Galloping Hill golf
courses for 2016. The budget is
about $200,000 more than this year,
mostly owing to preparations for
Galloping Hill to host the 96th New
Jersey Golf Association’s State
Open Championship July 11 to 13,
said Armando Sanchez, the county’s
director of golf operations.

The numbers also include an an-
ticipated $100,000 increase in rev-
enue to $4.9 million, Mr. Sanchez
said.

Additionally, the freeholders ex-
tended a contract with Royal Print-
ing Services of West New York for
two years for $1.15 million for “gen-
eral election printing services.” Al-
though it was acknowledged by a
representative from the Union
County Clerk’s office the contract
was a significant increase from the
current one, which was not speci-
fied, the reason was due to the U.S.
president’s office being on the bal-
lot in 2016 and the New Jersey
governor’s office being on the 2017
ballot.

Another big ticket item on the
agenda was approving the accep-
tance of an additional $124,000
from the state Department of Trans-

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

County Approves Settlement
portation for design work to re-
place the 104-year-old Gordon
Street Bridge connecting Roselle
Park and Roselle. Department of
Engineering, Public Works and Fa-
cilities Management Director Jo-
seph Graziano explained that all of
the money for the $4.3-million
project was coming from state and
federal agencies but Union County
was involved as a facilitator.

In one of the smallest items ap-
proved, the freeholders approved
$5,000 for the deer management
program this year, which will in-
clude increasing the number of
hunters from 38 to 40. Program
manager Dan Bernier explained that
the severity of the last two winters
curtailed the number of deer killed,
leaving several parks well in excess
of the estimated population consid-
ered ideal.

The Watchung Reservation in
Berkeley Heights had 87 deer above
threshold, he said. Lenape and
Nomahegan Parks, which stretch
over Cranford, Westfield,
Kenilworth, Springfield and Union,
had 145 excess deer while Ashbrook
and Oak Ridge were 71 above the
limit.

He remarked the .19-square-mile
Hawk Rise Sanctuary that was once
the Linden landfill should have no
deer and yet has an estimated 14.

The permit season is scheduled
for Sunday, January 3, through Sun-
day, February 14.

www.goleader.com
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USDOT Awards $900K
For Rutgers’ CAIT Program
STATE – U.S. Senators Robert

Menendez, Cory Booker (both D-
N.J.) and U.S. Rep. Frank Pallone
(D-6th) announced, on December 2,
a U.S. Department of Transportation
(USDOT) grant award of $939,300
to Rutgers University’s Center for
Advanced Infrastructure and Trans-
portation (CAIT).

“This federal investment will go a
long way in helping Rutgers Univer-
sity remain at the forefront of the
efforts to develop new technologies
and innovative solutions to our
nation’s most pressing infrastructure
challenges,” Senator Menendez said.
“New Jersey’s transportation infra-
structure is critical to our economy
and our daily lives, and the Center for
Advanced Infrastructure and Trans-
portation at Rutgers helps us make
the most of our existing infrastruc-
ture while educating the next genera-
tion of transportation professionals
and developing new technologies for
the future.”

“I’m proud to see such a great New
Jersey institution as Rutgers serve a
lead role in helping solve some of the

most pressing infrastructure problems
facing our nation,” Sen. Booker said.
“By assisting Rutgers and their part-
ner universities in their critical re-
search on our nation’s infrastructure,
this federal grant marks a significant
investment in the safety and efficiency
of our aging roads and bridges in
New Jersey and beyond.”

“At a time when we are in dire need
of updates and repairs to our roads
and bridges, this federal investment
will help Rutgers University’s Center
for Advanced Infrastructure and
Transportation continue to serve as a
leader in the vital effort to modernize
transportation infrastructure in New
Jersey and across the country,” Rep.
Pallone said. “In a state as densely
populated as New Jersey, federal in-
vestments like this one are especially
important to ensure safer and more
efficient transportation infrastructure
and to the health of our economy.”

Rutgers University’s CAIT pro-
gram, located in Piscataway, helps
develop safer, more durable, and more
efficient infrastructure and transpor-
tation systems.

Union County Clerk’s ’16
Election Calendar Available
COUNTY – Union County Clerk

Joanne Rajoppi has announced that
the 2016 Election Date Calendar is
now available. Fully illustrated with
striking historical photographs, the
new “Presidential Connections to NJ”
wall calendar includes every impor-
tant deadlines and dates for local and
statewide elections, as well as the Presi-
dential Primary Election on Tuesday,
June 7, and the Presidential General
Election on Tuesday, November 8.
There is no charge for the calendar.

“Next year will be the first time in
four years that voters will go to the
polls to elect a new President, and to
underscore the significance of 2016
we have designed the calendar to
reflect some of the many different
connections between the State of New
Jersey and the Presidency,” Ms.
Rajoppi said. The calendar includes
famous photographs such as former
New Jersey Governor and U.S. Presi-
dent Woodrow Wilson throwing out
the first ball on the opening day of the
baseball season in 1916, as well as
some lesser-known images, including
a poignant photo of President James
A. Garfield reading to his daughter.

Ms. Rajoppi also reminded voters

that they can access important elec-
tion information on their mobile de-
vices, including incoming Election
Day results, by downloading the free
Union County Votes app.

To receive a free copy of the County
Clerk’s 2016 Election Calendar, visit
the County Clerk’s website at
ucnj.org/county-clerk and provide a
mailing address in the online form, or
call the County Clerk Elections Divi-
sion at (908) 527-4996.

For all County Clerk programs and
services, visit ucnj.org/county-clerk
or call (908) 527-4787.

UNION COUNTY TANNENBAUM...Michael Mignone, left, stands with Union
County Freeholder Bruce Bergen and the 30-foot blue spruce in front of the Clark
resident’s home that was cut Monday for use as this year’s Christmas tree in the
rotunda at the Union County Courthouse in Elizabeth.

State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

Get all the
discounts
you deserve.

0901085.1

It’s a quick and easy way 
to make sure you’re saving 
all you can.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

FREE Discount Double Check® .Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ  07090
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net
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“FAMILY MATTERS”

May the peace and joy of the

holiday season remain with you

through the coming year.

Merry Christmas and

Happy Hanukkah

from our “Family” to yours.

877-591-9249
9000 Fellowship Road, Basking Ridge, NJ 07920

www.FellowshipSeniorLiving.org
A non-profit community serving people of all faiths 

Assisted Living
at Fellowship Village

“I was worried Mom wasn’t eating right and
forgetting to take her medications. At
Fellowship Village, 
I know she always
has a helping 
hand when 
I can’t be there.
Now she’s
happier than
ever and
socializing 
with friends.”

Assisted Living
at Fellowship Village

Where Life Is Easier,
Safer and Meaningful

Personalized Healthcare 
Options in a Caring Environment
• Short-term respite or long-term care
• Registered nurses on-site 24 hours a day
• Physician, nurse practitioner and specialists on-site
• Memory Care Services (Alzheimer’s)
• Separate Medicare Certified Skilled Nursing and

Rehabilitation on-site

A Part of Fellowship Senior Living

Eldercare Management— 
Helping seniors stay at home 

�� Do your parents need caregiver assistance at home? 

�� Do you live far away and need help managing your parents’ 
household? 

�� Iden�fy alterna�ve caregiver 
solu�ons 

�� Hands-on staff management 

�� Payroll & tax processing  

�� Enable independent living with 
property management and bill 
payment 

We are bonded and insured 

p):  (908) 568-2458  
e):  pfnav@icloud.com 
www.pfnaviga�on.com 

Elizabeth W. Miller, Principal  

Personal Financial Naviga�on LLC 

We provide the right support so you can sleep at night. 

Rec. Commission Looks to
Parks Improvements in ’16

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD -- Members of the
recreation committee tackled a full
agenda at their final meeting of 2015
on Monday night.

Recreation Director Bruce
Kaufmann began the meeting by pre-
senting a report on the status of the
various programs offered by the rec-
reation department this winter. Mr.
Kaufmann also reminded the public
that the department will host its 25th
annual holiday concert featuring the
Westfield Community Concert Band
and the Edison Intermediate School
Broadway Singers on Thursday, De-
cember 17, at 7:30 p.m. at Edison
Intermediate School.

The members of the pool commit-
tee indicated that the winterization of
the pool is complete and the renova-
tions to the upstairs meeting room are
on schedule and will be completed
prior to the start of the 2016 pool
season. In addition, Mr.  Kaufmann
advised that he has been asked to
speak at the annual meeting of the
National Parks & Recreation Asso-
ciation (NPRA) which will be held in
St. Louis in the fall of 2016. More
than 7,000 park and recreation pro-
fessionals, citizen advocates and in-
dustry suppliers  will  attend the event
where Mr. Kauffmann will explain
how Westfield, a community of only
30,000 people, has for almost 50 years
operated a municipal pool complex
at no cost to taxpayers.

Councilman Frank Arena, chair-
man of the Parks and Field Commit-
tee, provided a detailed report on the
condition of the community’s fields
and parks and outlined several pro-
posed projects for 2016. Commis-
sion members discussed the ongoing
dialogue with the Department of Pub-
lic Works regarding the installation
of new bathroom facilities at Memo-
rial Field, the need to upgrade the
playground surface areas at Sycamore
Park and Memorial Park, and the
condition of the landscaping at the
tennis courts in Memorial Park.  In
response to user concerns regarding
overgrown bushes and untrimmed
shrubs at the courts, Commission
member Gary Fox and Recreation
Commission Chairman Peter
Echausse  recently inspected the area
and  recommended the Commission
discuss the need to address the condi-

tions, which they described as “a
tangled mess,” with the Department
of Public Works.

Mr. Kaufmann also noted that the
town had obtained a $55,000 grant to
help defray the cost of installing
bleachers at the town’s parks which
will be compliant with the provisions
of the Americans With Disabilities
Act.

There was an extensive discussion
regarding feedback from user groups
regarding the proposed plan to install
a multipurpose lightened turf field at
Tamaques Park. According to com-
mission members, the overwhelm-
ing response from residents has been
positive. In recent years, there has
been significant growth in the num-
ber of children playing lacrosse, soc-
cer, softball, and PAL football. Be-
cause of the condition and limita-
tions on field space groups are often
forced to rent space in other commu-
nities. The input received from user
groups will be shared with the engi-
neering firm that has been retained to
create a proposed plan for the site and
revised drawings will likely be ready
in time for the January commission
meeting.

In other business, Mr. Kaufmann
explained that Sona Jepsen, who had
previously approached the Commis-
sion regarding obtaining field space
for an elementary school age field
hockey program, has met with
Sandra Mamary, athletic director at
Westfield High School,  to investi-
gate the feasibility of conducing a
summer camp at Kehler Field. Mr.
Kaufmann also stated that the 2016
budget process had begun and that
discussions with the Finance Com-
mittee would begin in the near fu-
ture.

Mr. Echausse closed the meeting
by advising those present that Com-
mission member Loren Weinstein had
recently announced he would not re-
turn for an additional year of service
on the Commission.  Mr. Echausee
noted that Mr. Weinstein’s financial
acumen and commitment to the com-
munity made him a tremendous asset
to the group. Mr. Weinstein explained
he had enjoyed his 12 years on the
Commission and was particularly
proud to have been involved in the
installation of the town’s first turf
field and renovations at Memorial
Pool.

WF United Fund/Temple Emanu-El
Lavy House Senior Center Correction
In our December 3 issue, The

Westfield Leader/Scotch Plains-Fan-
wood Times included an error in a
Westfield-dateline story with the
headline “Senior Resource Center
To Open at Temple.” The story in-
correctly stated what services the
Lavy House Senior Resource Cen-
ter, which opened December 7, would
provide.

The center, located at 748 East
Broad Street adjacent to the Temple
Emanu-El, will provide free infor-
mation about senior services, rang-
ing from healthcare and housing op-
tions to social activities and
transportation.We regret the error.

For more information call (908)
389-1263 or email
lavyhousevolunteer@gmail.com.

Cancer Prev.  Group
Recognizes Rep. Lance

WASHINGTON, D.C. — The Pre-
vent Cancer Foundation is celebrat-
ing 30 years of saving lives across all
populations through cancer preven-
tion and early detection.

In recognition of this milestone,
the Foundation hosted a reception on
December 2 to honor Rep. Leonard
Lance (R-7th) and other Congres-
sional Leaders in Cancer Prevention
for their dedicated service and com-
mitment to this mission.

County Hires New Director
For Corrections Facility

ELIZABETH — Ronald L.
Charles, a New Jersey native who has
extensive experience in managing
both public and private correctional
facilities in the state, has been hired
as the new director of the Union
County Department of Corrections,
County officials announced.

Mr. Charles is a former associate
director of the Essex County Depart-
ment of Corrections, the state’s larg-
est county correctional facility, and
has also served in senior level execu-
tive positions at Delaney Hall, a pri-
vate facility. Mr. Charles was hired
following a nationwide search con-
ducted by the county following the
retirement of former director Brian
Riordan, who left in July after seven
years. During the interim period,
Assistant Director George
Blaskiewicz had served as acting di-
rector. The county received well over
50 resumes during the job search,
and narrowed the list to nearly a dozen
finalists before selecting Mr. Charles.

“Ronald Charles has an outstand-
ing record of public and private-level
experience in corrections,” County
Manager Alfred J. Faella said. “He
has managed the administrative and
fiscal operations of two major cor-
rectional facilities, and had his boots
on the ground as a corrections officer
for many years as well. We look for-
ward to working with him.”

Mr. Charles is earning a salary of 
$115,000 a year, and started his new
job on Monday following his hiring
by the county manager. He is respon-
sible for the supervision of a total
staff of approximately 295 correc-
tions officers and supervisors, 34 ci-
vilian employees, and a census count
of approximately 720 prisoners, with
another 40 under contract at Delaney
Hall in Essex County. He will work to
continue many of the reforms begun
under way at the facility. During the
past eight years, the county has fo-
cused on reducing its daily census

count (number of inmates) at the jail by
nearly 30 percent, resulting in opera-
tional efficiencies. The county imple-
mented the findings from the Lumi-
nosity study, which has succeeded in
reducing operational costs and expenses
at the county jail by $1 million.

Mr. Charles said he looks forward
to starting his job, and thanked the
Freeholder Board and the county
manager for the opportunity to lead
the Department of Corrections.

“There is still much to accomplish
and there are many challenges before
us, but I look forward to working
with the county team in providing a
safe, secure, productive and efficient
facility,” Mr. Charles said. 

During a 29-year career in correc-
tions, Mr. Charles, who started as an
Essex County corrections officer, rose
through the ranks to sergeant, lieuten-
ant, captain, associate warden and
climbed to the position of associate
director of the department in 2006,
where until his retirement in 2011, he
was responsible  for the supervision of
more than 700 employees with a
operating budget of over $100 million.

In 2011, he began work for Delaney
Hall Detention Center, a private run
facility that contracts with governmen-
tal agencies such as Union and Essex
counties for its detainees. Over the next
four years, he served as a facility ad-
ministrator and then a facility training
administrator whose responsibilities
included managing the budget, super-
vising staff, establishing operational
plans, and developing lesson plans and
learning objectives for professional and
leadership development.

Mr. Charles is a certified public
manager (CPM) and holds a
bachelor’s degree in criminal justice.
He is a graduate of Harvard’s Kennedy
School of Government leadership
program and is a certified instructor
with the New Jersey Department of
Law and Public Safety Police Train-
ing Commission.
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www.chelseaseniorliving.com

The Chelsea at Fanwood invites you to a

Holiday Open House
Saturday, December 19th

11:00 AM - 2:00 PM

RSVP to 908-654-5200 by Dec. 16th and receive FREE holiday cookies!

Visit our Assisted Living and Independent Living communities!

Home of the Nurse of the Year, Charles Larobis

295 SOUTH AVENUE • FANWOOD, NJ 07023 • 908-654-5200

WESTFIELD AREA Y  
220 Clark St., Westfield  908-233-2700  www.westfieldynj.org  

Strengthening the communities of Cranford, Garwood, Mountainside and Westfield since 1923. 

Financial assistance is available.  like us at westfieldareay! 

PERFECT 

HOLIDAY 

GIFTS 

$175  

Youth Swim Gift  
(a $300+ value!) 

 

¶ 8-week Membership  

¶ 8-weeks of Swim Lessons 

¶ Swim goggles 

These gift packages are a 
unique way to give the gift 
of health and wellness this 
holiday season!   

Perfect for grandchildren, 
children and adults on your 
list who can benefit from 
being active in a community 
atmosphere.   

All packages include 
membership, classes or 
programs, and a gift to 
unwrap! 

$150  

Youth Sports Gift  
(a $300+ value!) 

 

¶ 8-week Membership  

¶ 8-week session of 
Basketball OR Tae Kwon Do  

¶ A basketball OR your first 
Tae Kwon Do belt! 

$150  

Adult Get Fit Gift 

(a $230 value!) 
 

¶ 8-week Membership  

¶ 3 Personal Training  
sessions 

Visit the Main Y Facility Welcome Center to purchase or for details. 

CF Planning Board Gives
Okay to Pipeline RegulationsPeek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

RP Councilwoman Rescinds
Resignation Over Christmas Tree

A Roselle Park councilwoman who
quit after the borough council voted
to change the name of the borough’s
“Tree Lighting” to a “Christmas Tree
Lighting” has rescinded her resigna-
tion, according to nj.com.

“I cannot in good conscience con-
tinue to be part of a council that is
exclusionary or to work with a Mayor
who is such,” Ms. Storey said after
the 4-2 council vote. She said that the
change “cuts non-Christians out of
the loop and favors one religion.”

More than 1,200 comments were
posted on NJ.com and TV media
descended on the borough. “I can’t
believe that people are going this
crazy over this,” said Mayor Carl
Hokanson, who proposed the renam-
ing of the tree. “There are more im-
portant things going on in this world.”

“Just like the Easter Bunny is the
Easter Bunny and not the Holiday
Bunny. It was never my intent to
insult anyone’s beliefs or religion,”
Mayor Hokanson told NJ.com.

Ex NY Assembly Speaker
Convicted of Corruption

Former New York State Assembly
Speaker Sheldon Silver has been
found guilty of federal corruption
charges, according to media reports.
He had to resign his Assembly seat
following his conviction. He had
served two decades as speaker and 40
years total in the lower house.

Silver, 71, a Manhattan Democrat,
was convicted on all seven counts
against him. According to The New
York Times, the charges included
fraud, extortion and money launder-
ing “stemmed from schemes by which
he obtained nearly $4 million in ex-
change for using his position to help
benefit a cancer researcher and two
real estate developers.” He faces up
to 20 years in jail on each of six of the
seven counts.

Trial Continues for Ex-
NY Sen. Majority Leader

The corruption trial of Dean G.
Skelos, 67, a Long Island Republican
and the former majority leader of the
New York State Senate, and his son
Adam, 33, is continuing, according
to The New York Times. Both are
charged with bribe solicitation, ex-
tortion, conspiracy to commit extor-
tion and conspiracy.

Lawmakers Rip Payouts to
Rutgers Coach, AD

Ninth District lawmakers, Senator

Christopher J. Connors, Assembly-
man Brian E. Rumpf and Assembly-
woman DiAnne C. Gove, issued the
following statement in response to
expensive payouts that reportedly will
be made by Rutgers University to its
recently terminated head football
coach and athletic director:

“Once again, New Jersey’s tax-
payers’ hard-earned dollars are being
wasted to pay for Rutgers University’s
costly and highly publicized mistakes.
Recently, the State University fired
its football coach, Kyle Flood. For
failing to meet Rutgers’ standards,
the former coach will reportedly be
rewarded with a whopping $1.4-mil-
lion buyout... Rutgers highly contro-
versial and highly compensated ath-
letic director, Julie Hermann, was
also fired on the same day. News
outlets are reporting that she is owned
$1.6 million on her $465,000-yearly
salary contact that runs through
2018.”

The firings follow the arrest of five
Rutgers’ football players on charges
that they assaulted a group of indi-
viduals.

Coach Flood was being investi-
gated on whether he broke Rutgers’
school policy by contacting a pro-
fessor regarding a professor’s grades
for a Rutgers’ player who was de-
clared academically ineligible in the
spring.

Cruz Overtakes Trump
In Iowa Monmouth Poll

A new Monmouth University poll
of Iowa Republicans has Senator Ted
Cruz (R-Tex.) ahead of Donald
Trump, 24 percent to 19 percent,
which the poll attributed to a recent
endorsement from Iowa Congress-
man Steve King and Mr. Cruz’s popu-
larity with the Iowa Caucus’  evan-
gelical contingent.

Marco Rubio (R-Fla.) came in third
at 17 percent with Ben Carson at 13
percent. Governor Chris Christie
came in with 2 percemt in the Iowa
poll.

Weinberg’s Gun Bill
Passes In State Senate

Senate Majority Leader Loretta
Weinberg’s (D-37) bill to oblige
gun retailers to stock personalized
handguns passed the Senate, 22 to
15, on Monday, politickernj.com
reported. Personalized hand guns
use handprints or paired devices
like wristwatches to render them
unusable by anyone but their regis-
tered owner.

Bill to Alter Bias Crimes Law
Introduced by Bramnick

Albert Paglialunga for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DEVILS WIN!…The Westfield High School (WHS) Band play for the WHS
Varsity Football Blue Devils at the championship finals at Met Life Stadium
Thursday night. The undefeated WHS Blue Devils took on the Bridgewater-
Raritan High School Varsity Football Panthers in the NJSIAA North II Group
V Championship at MetLife Stadium in East Rutherford. The Devils ended
victorious with a 10-7 game and a 12-0 season.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — Constructors of
an oil pipeline that come within 100
feet of a commercial building or resi-
dence would be required to obtain a
permit from the board of adjustment
under an ordinance given the okay by
the planning board December 2 dur-
ing the Township Committee’s work-
shop session.

The board recommended the ordi-
nance, prepared by the Township
Committee and submitted to the board
for review, be adopted with the con-
dition that it define a pipeline.

“This provides some controls
around it,” Mayor Andis Kalnins said.
“There is a lack of regulation.”

The proposed ordinance, which
will go back to the Township Com-
mittee for adoption, comes 11 months
after the committee unanimously
approved a resolution opposing the
Pilgrim Pipeline. Pilgrim is a pro-
posed 178-mile $800-million project
between terminals in Albany, N.Y.,
and the Phillips 66 Bayway refinery
in Linden that would send crude south
and refined products north.

The proposed route would take the
pipeline through nine Union County mu-
nicipalities including Cranford, Westfield,
Clark, Scotch Plains and Fanwood.

The board also discussed requiring
the engineer be present at application
hearings before the board of adjust-
ment and the planning board, a topic
the board has addressed in the past.

“If they are requested they will go,”
board member Mary O’Connor said.

“They bill the escrow accounts”
that are put in place by the applicant,
Zoning Officer Robert Hudak said,
who went on to say it could cost
upward of $1,000.

The chairman of the board would
have to request the engineer to attend
the hearing, Board Attorney Nick
Giuditta said.

Ann Steinbach said the engineer
should be reviewing applications with
the board prior to the hearing in case
the board has questions. However,
Board Chairman Bobbi Anderson said
the board is not to discuss the applica-
tions with anyone prior to the hearing.

“Those applications for impervi-
ous surface or subdivisions — the
engineer should be there,” board
member Dan Aschenbach said.

He cited an application for a prop-
erty on Lincoln Avenue that drains
directly into Garwood Brook by the
Pathmark food store on South Av-
enue. He said it is an area that floods
and the zoning board could have re-

quested additional drainage.
“I’d rather have that ammunition of

the engineer…,” Mr. Aschenbach said.
The board went into closed execu-

tive session at the end of the meeting,
the topic of which was not disclosed.

However, during the workshop, Ms.
Snyder inquired when PSE&G would
return for a review of the design of its
substation application approved by the
board earlier this year. Mr. Giuditta said
that would be discussed at closed session.

At a recent township meeting, Tony
DiGiovanni of Riverfront Developers,
builders of the Riverfront at Cranford
Station project, voiced his company’s
opposition to the utility’s plan.

“My company is going to be re-
sponsible to attack PSE&G,” he said.

He also asked why the township
engineer was not present for the
application hearing. The businesses
and residents of the development
on South Avenue, he said, are not
happy with the design of the sub-
station.

Lance Offices Drop-Off
Sites for Greetings

WESTFIELD — Rep. Leonard
Lance (R-7th) has announced that
his district offices are serving as
drop-off locations for the Red
Cross Holiday Mail for Heroes
Program.

 Interested residents should
visit either of Mr. Lance’s New
Jersey offices until Friday, De-
cember 18 with cards of holiday
well wishes to be delivered to
members of the Armed Services
serving overseas.

 “A special note of thanks during
the holidays will remind our brave
service members that they are thought
of and missed,” Mr. Lance said. “Writ-
ing a note of appreciation will only
take a moment and mean a lot to
those away from home during the
holidays.”

To ensure cards reach their desti-
nation, the following program
guidelines apply: All cards must be
signed and should have a generic
salutation such as “Dear Service
Member.”

Cards addressed to specific indi-
viduals cannot be delivered through
this program.  Only cards are being
accepted, please no gifts or other
items. Please do not include email or
home addresses on the cards. This
program is not meant to foster pen
pal relationships. Also, please do not
include inserts of any kind, including
photos.

TRENTON — A bill that would
change the state’s bias crimes law
requiring a jury consider the percep-
tion of a “reasonable person” and not
that of the supposed victim has been
introduced into the New Jersey legis-
lature by Assembly Minority Leader
Jon Bramnick (R-21, Westfield).

The bill, introduced December 3,
follows a New Jersey Supreme Court
decision in March in a case out of
Gloucester Township.

The Supreme Court’s ruling de-
clared a subsection of New Jersey’s
bias crimes law violated due process
protection under the 14th Amend-
ment of the U.S. Constitution be-
cause it used the standard of the pur-
ported victim’s belief that an act,
gesture or threat was based on his or
her race, sex, religion, etc. instead of
the intent or state-of-mind of the al-
leged offender.

The defendant’s intent is the stan-
dard used by every other state in their
bias laws, the court said.

The case involved an incident
among Gloucester Township De-
partment of Public Works employ-
ees in 2007. Steven Brodie Jr., an
African-American, was briefly
locked in a caged area of a storage
garage and mocked by David
Pomianek Jr. and Michael Dorazo
Jr., who are white.

Mr. Brodie, who was released after
three to five minutes, felt humiliated
and contended the incident was based
on his race, the court said.

Messrs. Pomianek and Dorazo were
charged with two counts of official mis-

New Dog Licenses,
Renewals Due

GARWOOD — Dog licenses are
due during January in Garwood. To
obtain or renew a license, residents
are asked to visit the municipal clerk’s
office at 403 South Avenue, Monday
through Friday, between 9 a.m. and 4
p.m. Proof of rabies vaccine covering
the entire licensing year is necessary.
More information can be obtained by
calling (908) 789-0710.

The annual Garwood re-organiza-
tion meeting of the mayor and council
for 2016 will be held on Monday,
January 4, at 7 p.m. in the council
chambers, municipal building, 403
South Avenue. The public is encour-
aged to attend. More information can
be obtained by calling (908) 789-0710.

conduct, 12 counts of bias intimidation
and two counts of hinder apprehension.

The hindering apprehension
charges were dismissed before trial
and the cases went to trial separately.
A jury in 2010 acquitted Mr.
Pomianek of everything except one
count of official misconduct and two
counts of bias intimidation. Mr.
Pomianek appealed and the Appel-
late Division reversed his bias con-
victions, sending them back to trial
and ordering the defendant’s intent
be considered. The Supreme Court
said the court did not have that au-
thority to order the retrial but did
hold that by using the victim’s state
of mind, a defendant cannot reason-
ably know what violates the law.
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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Useful Information, It is all there at www.goleader.com/help
(Your subscription Renewal Date and Customer ID are printed on your mailing label.)

The Leader/Times website provides robust features  to assist you. Do you want to find out if your honor roll has been
published? Do you want to view Recent Home Sales? Do you want to search past editions? Need help?

Dear friends and advertisers. Join us in providing seasons greet-
ings to your customers, our subscribers in our Christmas newspa-
per edition, December 24. There is no charge. We thank you for
your business. Please fill in the form before December 21 at
www.goleader.com/christmas/greeting

Reader Recalls His First Meeting
With Frank Sinatra

It was during my first year in medi-
cal school- way back then! – when I
first met Frank Sinatra. An attractive
young lady invited me to his perfor-
mance at the internationally famous
500 Club in Atlantic City, which was
owned by the equally famous and
highly respected, Skinny D’Amato.
Her alpha male and big hearted father
owned a large trucking business and
had, let’s say, influential contacts.
My memory of things past has never
been optimum, but here’s one excep-
tion: As soon as I passed through the
club’s entrance I noticed people were
intently staring in awe at something
just behind me. When I turned around
to take a look, there they were only a
few feet away: Rocky Marciano and
Jersey Joe Walcott, both historic
heavyweight greats. Evidently they
knew the father for they warmly called
him by his first name as they shook
hands after which they did the same
with me. By nature, I’m not easily
impressed but nature took a leave at
that moment and was I excited!

The audience was a mature and
measured adult one absent of ador-
ing, bubbling teenage bobby-sockers.
Then came a puzzling moment that I
never forgot. After he completed the
performance listed on the program,
he asked for additional requests. An
old timer from Italy with a heavy
accent asked that he sing an Italian
song. Sinatra, by using punting lan-
guage, the nature of which I don’t
remember, refused, despite the old
timer’s relentless pleading. I said to
my lady companion, “What’s this all
about?” Years later, shortly after
Sinatra’s death, a group of his friends,
including the famous singer, Vic
Damone, were interviewed on a tele-
vision show. I believe it was Damone

who revealed that Sinatra refused to
sing Italian songs but, unfortunately,
no explanation was offered probably
because no one knew the reason why.

Anyway, after his performance
Skinny personally escorted us back-
stage where only he and we three sat
down for a brief chat with Sinatra.
And of my first impression, I also
have no memory problems. His eyes
were deep and strikingly blue which
commanded immediate attention and
respect. I also remember his first re-
mark. He asked me, “How in God’s
name do you tie your bowtie the way
you do, and what’s the right size?”
For the record, he used to be a bowtie
wearer.

With his 100th birthday approach-
ing on December 12, much is now
being touted about his life and, of
course, his lady loves. Little is men-
tioned, however, on how he, like a
great opera singer, relentlessly prac-
ticed and developed his multiple sing-
ing skills early in his career. One
exercise that impressed and surprised
me was that he, as with a poem, read
and spoke aloud to himself the lyrics
of a song before putting them to song
absorbing the critical art of first un-
derstanding and learning to verbally
express the messages behind them.

I often wonder what makes a sing-
ing voice rise above the others in
diverse cultures such as Edith Piaf in
France and Javier Solis in Mexico.
Whatever it is, Sinatra more than fits
the bill. So Happy Birthday, Francis
Sinatra, and may your stay in Purga-
tory have been short-lived, and you
are now singing, along with Luciano
Pavarotti and the heavenly angels, O’
Sole Mio.

Dr. Stephen DeFelice
Westfield

Thank You Cranford
First Aid Squad

As the end of the year approaches
and volunteer rescue squads, among
other volunteer organizations, send
out letters asking for financial assis-
tance for the services they provide, I
am reminded about the day my tod-
dler son started choking while I was
driving through Cranford. I happened
to be a block away from the Cranford
First Aid Squad building and so my
instinct was to pull in and take my son
there for help.

The responders didn’t think twice
and helped my son. In the end, it turns
out the small bouncy ball he had in
his mouth he had spit out and not
swallowed, thank God. I want to give
thanks to those three responders for
helping a frantic mom and calming
down my scared son. I’m not even
sure if pulling in to their facility is
something I was “supposed” to do,
but I’m so thankful they were there to
help.

Christina Miskewitz
Cranford

Ferris Place Homeowner Descendant
Decries Westfield Demolition

It was wonderful to see the photo
on the front page of your Thanksgiv-
ing issue depicting a typical Westfield
family celebrating the holiday more
than a century ago. It gives me hope
that there are still people in Westfield
who care about preserving history
and remembering the importance of
those families that helped build
Westfield and make it what it is today.

My great-grandfather, James
Royce Ferris for whom Ferris Place
was named, owned the home that
now stands at 112 Ferris Place. The
street name was changed from Union
Place to Ferris Place before the turn
of the last century because of the
family’s significance in the town.

He long ago donated the land on
which the Methodist Church now
stands across the street from our
homestead. For many years, the com-
munion grape juice came from the
grapevines of the back yard.

My maternal grandparents, Mary
Palmer Ferris (James’ daughter) and
Edgar Randolph Pearsall, moved to
112 Ferris in 1898 with eight of their
soon-to-be-nine children. My mother,
Virginia Lee Pearsall, was one of
them. Her sister Helen Pearsall lived
at 112 Ferris Place well into her 90s
and it was always home to us and the
large extended family.

Edgar Randolph Pearsall was a
founder of the Union County Stan-
dard newspaper. He was also an origi-
nal member of the Westfield Hook
and Ladder Company, in the National
Guard for 18 years and had charge of
the Boy’s Brigade of Westfield.

I fondly remember many family
gatherings and holiday celebrations
around the dining room table (which
now stands in my dining room) that
served the family of 11 at the start of
the last century. The floor then sloped
slightly but noticeably toward the
fireplace. Another memory is the
entry to the “wing room” right at the
top of the stairs that was accessed
from the step below the top step. We
were all somewhat worried about
Aunt Helen (Pearsall) as she aged,
going up and down those quirky stairs
while she lived there well into her
90s, but soon realized that since she
had learned to navigate those steps as
a toddler it was as she knew best.

This historically significant home
was purchased by a developer and he
has taken down the beautiful majes-
tic trees that once lined the yard to
prepare for tearing it down. What this
developer does not understand is that
this house is not just remembered as
“home at 112” to the offspring and

extended family of Edgar Randolph
Pearsall and Mary Palmer Ferris nor
is it just a pile of bricks and mortar
that have stood strong since 1746.

One hundred twelve Ferris Place is
a significant piece of the history of
Westfield. It is distressing and un-
conscionable that any consideration
be given to razing a structure that has
survived for so long and contributed
so much from within its walls. The
future is anchored in our history. If
the house with so many stories to tell
could talk, much would be divulged
about the history of Westfield.

Joan Heller
Wilmington, Del.

Gun Control:
‘Common Sense’

Day after day Americans endure
another mass shooting. Following the
latest incident in California, Repub-
licans offered prayers and praise for
law enforcement officials. Demo-
crats, on both the national and state
levels, have offered concrete, com-
mon-sense legislation which would
tighten background searches, prevent
suspected terrorists on the no-fly list
from purchasing guns, close the gun
show loophole, and prevent the sale
of weapons with large magazines.
Until the voters stop sending do-noth-
ings like Leonard Lance to Congress
and our lame state representatives in
Trenton who vote for gun control
legislation and then vote against the
same bill when Governor Christie
vetoes it, shame on us.

Bill Gottdenker
Mountainside

Climate Change Is
Real, Not Kool Aid

In his recent Letter to the Editor,
Mr. Schoeman has obviously swal-
lowed the Kool-Aid of climate denial
orthodoxy perpetuated by the Re-
publican Party.

A recent peer review of over 12,000
climate science papers has found “a
97 percent consensus among papers
taking a position on the cause of
global warming in the peer-reviewed
literature that humans are respon-
sible.” You can easily find the facts all
over the Internet from reliable
sources.

Next I expect Mr. Schoeman to
utter the phrase “I’m not a scientist
but”……”

Morgan O’Brien
Westfield

Editorial About Tree
Growth Rates

I enjoyed the Leader/Times edito-
rial last week about tree growth rates.
I’m a 4-H Master Tree Steward
through Rutgers Cooperative Exten-
sion of Union County. We teach 4th
graders about trees. We go to any 4th
grade class that wants us.

I’ve done this for 12 years and have
taught about 2,500 students. Two
years ago I wrote a paper about tree
growth rates, which contains similar
info like you had in your editorial. I
have included some local trees.
(download Mr. Talcott’s paper at
www.goleader.com/news/docs).

Dean Talcott
Fanwood

At the Holidays and Always, Local
Rescue Squads Need Our Support

’Tis the season for giving, and for remembering in
a special way our neighbors as well as those organi-
zations that keep us connected as a community all
year long. A quintessential example of both is our
rescue squads, which are comprised of local resi-
dents and represent one of the most vital threads in
the fabric of a town.

These dedicated first responders answer the call
24 hours a day, seven days a week, 365 days a year,
handling emergencies under all sorts of weather and
other conditions. Rescue squads also maintain a
presence at community events, help to educate the
public and provide additional services to those in
need. They lend a helping hand beyond their own
borders in the form of mutual aid.

Many squads are staffed entirely by volunteers,
among them Westfield, Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Mountainside, Cranford, Garwood, Clark and Ber-
keley Heights, providing their services at no cost to
the public. Ranging in age from young adults to

senior citizens, volunteers also reflect a broad scope
of educational experiences and professional back-
grounds. Many have served with their squads for
decades.

Volunteer rescue squads depend solely on dona-
tions from the community to maintain their opera-
tions and facilities, including equipment, ambu-
lances and supplies, as well as to train volunteers.

During this holiday season, multiple rescue squads
are conducting fund drives. We encourage area resi-
dents to respond as generously as they are able and,
if possible, to consider volunteering with their local
squad. The demands of modern life have made it
especially challenging for squads to recruit volun-
teers in recent years, yet the vital role these organi-
zations play remains constant.

Every dollar counts, as does the contribution of
every volunteer. Let us all do our part to support our
rescue squads, as they do their best for us, each day
of the year.

Local Boards Offer Opportunities
In Towns; Volunteer Now

Ahead of next month’s reorganization meetings,
local mayors are in the process of filling vacancies
on dozens of municipal boards and commissions.
These volunteer positions are important for the
future of the community. Planning and zoning boards
impact future development in the town, while the
recreation commission has people focused on ensur-
ing that athletic facilities are well maintained and
that the towns offer popular programs for all ages.
Local library boards ensure they have facilities that
are maintained and budget conscious.

Many boards are more specific, such as historic
preservation, board of health, housing and environ-
mental commissions or the Emergency Manage-
ment Council. Some positions are regional in nature
such as the Union County Transportation Advisory
and Union County Community Development boards.
Representatives on the Municipal Alliance help the
organization’s community-based fight against alco-
holism and drug abuse. The Cable TV board focuses
on local access channel programming.

All boards and commissions require a major time
commitment, especially planning and zoning boards,
as they are multi-year appointments. They meet
monthly in addition to special meetings. Members
also serve on sub panels. But, in our view, these
positions shape the community. In Westfield, there

are two seats expiring on the Board of Adjustment
and Planning Board and Recreation Commission.
There are six seats up on the Garwood Planning
Board. Appointments and re-appointments are at the
discretion of the mayor. For instance, in Westfield,
the mayor will reach out to those whose terms are up
to see if they want to continue to serve.

Anyone interested in serving should contact their
mayor and include a rèsumè with relevant informa-
tion on where they would like to serve. This should
be done ASAP as mayors need to get their lists of
appointments to their town clerks so that the council
re-organizational meeting agendas can be completed.
Even if there are no openings on the board sought by
the applicant, mayors like to have rèsumès in their
files should a vacancy occur.

In addition to the volunteer positions, there are a
number of paid officials who are appointed at the
local level such as the town attorney, municipal
judge (a five-year appointment), planning and zon-
ing board attorneys. These positions usually go to
those of the political persuasion of the majority
party in the town.

We hope that volunteer appointees are chosen
based on their backgrounds and not on whether they
are a Democrat or a Republican.

Thank you to those who serve.

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
Visit Us - 251 North Ave. West
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407
Mail - The Westfield Leader/Times

PO Box 250, Westfield 07091

Submittal Formats
Email Photos in color

Email Ads as pdf files in color
Please spell & grammar check

For more information, see
www.goleader.com//help

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Defecate – To purify or remove

impurities
2. Stingo – Strong beer or ale
3. Lugubrious – Excessive grief; very

sad
4. Instauration – Renewal or restora-

tion

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

TRIDDLER
1. A species of sandpiper
2. A street merchant who sells items of

little value
3. A confidence man; swindler
4. A person who is physically fit, trim

or neat
PISTAREEN

1. A former Spanish gold coin
2. A basin with a drain, near the altar of

a church, for the disposal of holy water
3. Concerned with petty affairs
4. Resembling a pea in shape and size

LALLATION
1. The ejection of the small, glassy

igneous rock from a volcano
2. Imperfect pronunciation of the letter

“R” making it sound like “L”
3. Playing lightly over a surface with-

out burning it; flickering: said of a flame,
etc.

4. The act or sound of yodeling
MINIATE

1. To diminish in importance
2. To tunnel
3. To paint with red lead
4. To condense without altering the

meaning or effect

See more Letters on page 5

IS WELCH’S GRAPE
JUICE KOOL-AID?
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Beyond High School, Westfield BOE
Blamed for Adult School Demise

How unthinkable that there could
be no Westfield Adult School. But the
sad fact is that there is no Westfield
Adult School and for a number of
reasons.

1.) People would rather stay home
and tune in the Internet or television
or their entertainment center.

2.) People are working later and
harder than ever and just have neither
the time nor the energy to attend
classes.

3.) There are other sources within
the community for adult education.

4.) Some people may not have the
money even for the relatively inex-
pensive courses.

5.) Disinterest in adult education.
But the primary cause is the lack of

co-operation of the Board of Educa-
tion of the Westfield School District.
It has stripped the Westfield Adult
School of the essential physical fa-
cilities for the Westfield Adult
School’s ever popular dancing and
athletic classes. Incredibly, it requires
the Westfield Adult School to pay
rent to use the high school. It refuses
to provide any financial assistance to
the Westfield Adult School. It is most
dismissive whenever officials of the
Westfield Adult School approach it
for assistance of any kind.

We cannot have a situation in which
the Board of Education with its nearly
$100 million budget cannot help fi-
nance the Westfield Adult School.

I had always thought that we are all
in it together. That there can be no
unbridgeable separation of functions
between the Westfield School Dis-
trict and the Westfield Adult School.

Does the Board of Education know
that education does not stop with
receiving a high school diploma? That
education is a life-long activity? That
the strength and vibrancy of any com-
munity depends on how well edu-
cated its members are?

There is arrogance afoot at Board
of Education headquarters. What else
other than shortsightedness and nar-
row-mindedness can explain the re-
fusal of the Board of Education to
help out the Westfield Adult School
founded so many decades ago?

Residents of Westfield should make
clear to the Board of Education that it
cannot live in a vacuum of its own
making and so monopolize public
education in town as to deny the

Westfield Adult School the neces-
sary support in money and physical
facilities without which the Westfield
Adult School cannot survive.

Nor can our beloved democracy
survive if the public is not given
access to all the educational opportu-
nities that our great country can of-
fer! President Thomas Jefferson, “If
a nation expects to be ignorant and
free, in a state of civilization, it ex-
pects what never was and never will
be. ”

President Abraham Lincoln ad-
vised that education is “the most im-
portant subject which we as a people
can be engaged in.” President John F.
Kennedy, “Let us think of education
as the means of developing our great-
est abilities, because in each of us
there is a private hope and dream
which, fulfilled, can be translated into
benefit for everyone and greater
strength for our nation.”

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

If Bridges, Roads Are Crumbling,
Prioritize Existing $32-Billion Budget

Commentary

Our roads have holes. Our bridges
are crumbling. The sky is falling.

The themes often run together, es-
pecially when government officials
insist on raising taxes.

In an effort to increase the retail
gasoline tax, the hue and cry has gone
out that a calamity is waiting to hap-
pen. If that is so, why is it so?

New Jersey is credited with one of
the lowest retail gasoline taxes in the
country, 14.5 cents per gallon. That’s
approximately a third of New York
(42.2 cents) but about double Geor-
gia (7.5 cents) and Alaska (8 cents).

For as high as New York’s gas tax
is, their roads and bridges don’t seem
to be three times better than New
Jersey’s, and Georgia’s don’t seem to
be twice as bad.

So a correlation between gasoline
taxes and road/bridge status is tenu-
ous at best. State taxes are state taxes.
They all go to Trenton. What the state
government chooses to spend that
money for is where the devil lies.

Proponents of a hike in the gas tax
insist that the money would be used
only for “transportation infrastruc-
ture.”

A Fairleigh Dickinson University
poll last month found New Jerseyans
are opposed to raising the gas tax 62-
36 percent. Of the 62 percent against,
39 percent said it was because they
were dubious the money would actu-
ally go to roads and bridges. Almost
half (48 percent) simply said taxes
were too high already.

So if the roads are about to slip into

the sea, and the bridges into the riv-
ers, those who say the situation is so
bad must reallocate funds from a less
important need.

That’s what governance is all about,
you know, making the “tough” deci-
sions, determining which needs are
imperative and those that are less
critical (or superfluous).

Claiming that raising the gasoline
tax puts the burden on those who
benefit, i.e. suburban drivers, is an-
other dubious ploy. Anyone who buys
anything benefits, because every or-
ganic Brussels sprout to every gas
guzzling SUV arrives by truck over
the same roads.

In reality, we don’t generally doubt
the assessment that the roads and
bridges could use some help. It’s New
Jersey. The engineering reports pre-
dicting impending disaster, depend-
ing on whose commissioning them,
might be cause for a hairy eyeball or
two.

But nonetheless if the roads and
bridges are that bad then the lawmak-
ers demanding repairs and improve-
ments must reallocate money they’ve
chosen to spend elsewhere. In a bud-
get of $32.5 billion, there has to be at
least a couple hundred million.

Westfielder Hails Blue Devil
Champions Football Team and Band

Man-Made Global
Warming No Hoax

Stephen Schoeman is completely
and totally wrong when he writes that
“there is a long list of distinguished
scientists who argue that global warm-
ing is caused primarily by natural
processes,” and that scientists have
concluded that “global warming will
have few negative effects.” Quite the
contrary. The National Aeronautics
and Space Administration (NASA)
states that “multiple studies published
in peer-reviewed scientific journals
show that 97 percent or more of ac-
tively publishing climate scientists
agree: Climate-warming trends over
the past century are very likely due to
human activities. In addition, most of
the leading scientific organizations
worldwide have issued public state-
ments endorsing this position.”

For the full story, go to
climate.nasa.gov/scientific-consen-
sus.

Mr. Schoeman apparently believes
that man-made global warming is a
hoax perpetrated by liberals. I hope
instead that the vast majority of read-
ers will look at the facts and conclude
otherwise.

Bob Pinheiro
Westfield

What an amazing season for our
Blue Devil marching band and foot-
ball team. I have to congratulate
both programs as it isn’t often we
have state and national champions
among us! To Mr. Vitale, the band
members and their parents, con-
gratulations on the first ever WHS
national championship title and
thank you for your enthusiasm on
the field and in the stands support-
ing the football team.

Your presence at the games does
make a difference, and watching
you do some of the cheers with the
cheerleaders, especially VICTORY,
was really enjoyable.

Your program this year was visu-
ally beautiful, musically outstand-
ing and thematically cohesive. I am
thrilled that everyone’s hard work
paid off this year, and gave Mr.
Vitale this much deserved moment
in his career.

And what can I say about this
football team and Coach DeSarno
and his coaching staff - except that
the “pursuit of perfection” lives
right here in Westfield. When I asked
coach in August, as I do every year,
how “my” team looked, his usual
low key yet unusually sure response
led me to believe something very
special was going to happen...but
undefeated?! Wow.

To all the players, congratula-

tions and thank you for an exem-
plary fan experience. To their par-
ents, kudos for raising young men
who have the tenacity to push all
their limits to achieve an undefeated
season, and first state Champion-
ship in 38 years. To all the fans who
showed up at Metlife—THANK
YOU. I was so proud of our huge
turnout and it was wonderful to see
all aged fans there, even on a school
night. Throughout my 23 years in
town, I’ve watched and waited for
football to pull us all together like it
did this year and that night at
MetLife is one I will never forget.
Finally, to our outstanding coach-
ing staff, led by Coach DeSarno, I
am so happy for you as you’ve been
bringing the program along nicely
over the years and deserve to fi-
nally hit this top achievement.
Thank you all for a most memo-
rable fall season. To the seniors —
never forget how spectacular your
achievements have been...take that
confidence to college and you will
do very well for yourselves. To the
coaches, despite the loss of this
amazing senior class, I hear the
upcoming eighth grade team has
some real talent, so let’s ride this
winning wave as long as we can —
GO BLUE.

Ruth Maloney
Westfield

Francis M. Smith, ESQ.

908-233-5800 • www.FrankSmithLaw.com

The Law Office of

928 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside NJ 07092

Over 30 Years of
Personal Injury Experience

In New Jersey

Motor Vehicle Accidents

Slips & Falls

Dog Bite Injuries

Construction Accidents

Wrongful Death

INJURED?
LEARN YOUR RIGHTS IN PLAIN ENGLISH

No Fee If No Recovery

Call Me For A Free Consultation

Do you really want to deal with

the insurance companies yourself?

I can help.

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments

•

•

•

•

357 South Ave, East · Westfield, NJ 

908-233-6030 · westfieldanimal.com 

Happy Holidays from your friends at 

Westfield Animal Hospital! 

HHHHHHHHHaaaaaaaappppppppppppppppyyyyyyyy HHHHHHHHoooooooolllllllliiiiiiiiddddddddaaaaaaaayyyyyyyyssssssss fffffffrrrrrrrroooooooommmmmmmm yyyyyyyyoooooooouuuuuuuurrrrrrr ffffffffrrrrrrrriiiiiiiieeeeeeeennnnnnnnddddddddssssssss aaaaaaaatttttttt 

WWWWWWWWeeeeeeeessssssssttttttttffffffffiiiiiiiieeeeeeeelllllllldddddddd AAAAAAAAnnnnnnnniiiiiiiimmmmmmmmaaaaaaaallllllll HHHHHHHHoooooooosssssssppppppppiiiiiiiittttttttaaaaaaaa

ppppppppppppppyyyyy yyyyyy ffffffff yyyyy fffffff

aaaaaaallllllll!!!!!!!!

We are now open 7 days a week! 

Mon-Fri 8a-8p, Sa 8a-3p & Su 9a-1p 

 FREE Night of  
Boarding with  
a Week Stay* 

*One coupon per  client.  Cannot  
be combined with any other offer.  

Expires 1/31/2016 

RRRRRREEEEEEFFFFFRRRREEEEEE iiiiggggggghhhhhhtttttt oooooooNNNNNEEEEE NNNNN ooooooffffff
BBBBBBooooooaaaaaarrrrrddddddiiiinnnnnnggggggg wwwwwwiiiitttttthh

RRRREEEEFFFFRRRREEEE iigggggghhhhhtttt ooooNNEEE NNNN
hhhhhh
ooooooooffff 

aaaaaaa WWWWWWeeeeeeeeeeeekkkkkkk SSSSSStttttaaaaaaayyyyyy******
BBBBooooaaaarrrdddddiinnnnngggggg wwwwiiitttthhhhh

FREE Exam for  
New Clients* 

*For new clients Only. One coupon 
per  client.  Cannot be combined 

with any other offer.  Expires 
1/31/2016 

FFFFFFRRRRRREEEEEEEEEEEE xxxxxxaaaaaammmmmm ffffffooooooEEEEEEExxxxEEEEE EEEEEE ooooorrrrr
NNNNNNeeeeeeewwwwww CCCCCCCllliiiieeeeeeennnnnnttttttssssss******

FFFFRRRREEEEEEEE xxxxaaaammmm ffffoooooEEExxEEE EEE oorrrr 

Let us help you welcome your 
new family member 

LLLLLLeeeeeeetttttt uuuuuuussssss hhhhhheeeeeeeellllppppppp yyyyyyyooooooouuuuuuu wwwwwwweeeeeeeellllcccccccooooooommmmmmmeeeeeee yyyyyyyyooooooouuuuuuurrrrrr 
nnnnnnneeeeeeewwwwwwww ffffffaaaaaaammmmmmiiiiillllyyyyyyy mmmmmmmeeeeeeemmmmmmmbbbbbbeeeeee

uuuuuussssss hhhhheeeeeelllpppppp yyyyyyooooouuuu wwwwweeeeeelllcccccoooooommmmmmeeeeee yyyyooo
eeeeeeerrrrrrrr

mmmmeeeeee yyyyyyy

Ask about our “Smart Start”  
Puppy & Kitten Packages 

starting at $179! 
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9999999!!!!!
ccckkkkaaaagggggg

Letters to the Editor

A Leader Gift Subscription
Works Great!
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Westfield Library to Present
‘Coloring For Adults’ Event

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Library will present its first
“Color Your World! Coloring for
Adults” workshop on Tuesday, De-
cember 15, at 10 a.m. The library is
located at 550 East Broad Street.

“Our hectic lives color our view of
the world. Wouldn’t it be great if you
could just spend a few unhurried
hours with a coloring book?” said
Jen Schulze, head of Adult Services.
“Whether you color inside or out-
side the lines, coloring is a fun and
relaxing activity that allows you to
get your creative juices flowing with-
out the need for any artistic talent.”

The coloring patterns the library
will provide are geometric, intricate,

and abstract, designed to appeal to
adults. All other materials will be
provided as well. This program is
free and open to the public. Registra-
tion is not required.

Westfield Memorial Library hours
are 9:30 a.m. to 9 p.m., Monday
through Thursday; 9:30 a.m. to 5
p.m., Friday and Saturday; and 1 to 5
p.m. on Sunday.

For more information on library
programs and services, call (908)
789-4090, visit the library’s website
at wmlnj.org and sign up for the
monthly e-newsletter, “Library
Loop,” or stop by the library for a
copy of its award-winning, quar-
terly newsletter, “Take Note.”

PAUL’S LEGACY...Members of the Woman’s Club of Westfield display bags of
food the club’s Home Life Department donated for those in need through The Paul
Jackson Fund, a Westfield-based organization that helps people in crisis. Pictured,
from left to right, are: Vivian O’Neil, Mary Doherty, Mary Jackson and Gladys
Johnson. Ms. Doherty and Ms. Jackson represented The Paul Jackson Fund.

Woman’s Club of Westfield
Helps Paul Jackson Fund

WESTFIELD — The Home Life
Department of the Woman’s Club of
Westfield (WCW) recently donated
several large bags of assorted food
products to The Paul Jackson Fund,
based in Westfield. These items were
earmarked to be delivered to house-
holds where there was an opportu-
nity to fill a need and bring happiness
to families, especially with the ap-
proach of the holiday season.

Mary Jackson, sister of Paul Jack-
son, and Mary Doherty, director of
The Paul Jackson Fund, joined the
WCW members for lunch at their gen-
eral meeting November 9 and spoke
about Mr. Jackson. Diagnosed with a
spinal cord tumor at the age of 28, he
was left paralyzed from the chest down,
spending the rest of his life in a wheel-
chair. After surgery, there was much
need for expensive rehabilitation and

also for financial assistance to help
pay for the uninsured procedures. A
group of friends made up of former
fellow Westfield High School football
players, along with parents of Little
League players Mr. Jackson had
coached, got together and established
The Paul Jackson Fund.

Mr. Jackson was so touched by
their loving and generous spirit that
when he became physically able, he
took the helm of the fund and began
to work and pass on good will to
others who had no one to turn to in
time of crisis, working toward “giv-
ing hope to people without hope.”
Many have been helped and many
more will be helped in the future by
this charity of last resort.

For more information on The Paul
Jackson Fund, contact
Dohertypjf@gmail.com.

Genealogical Society to Host
Gravestone Program Today

WESTFIELD — The Genealogi-
cal Society of the West Fields will
host Lorna and Phil Wooldridge of
Wise Owl Workshops at its meeting
today, Thursday, December 10. Dur-
ing their program, the Wooldridges
will guide the audience through cen-
turies of gravestone art.

Open to the public and free of charge,
the meeting will begin at 1 p.m. at the
Westfield Memorial Library, located
at 550 East Broad Street.

The burial grounds of the early
American colonies were the first pub-
lic art galleries. The gravestones re-
veal more than just the names and
vital dates of the men and women

whose final resting places are adorned
with them. Through the centuries the
symbols and carvings have offered a
window into the customs and beliefs
of the colonial era.

The Wooldridges will reveal the
changes of styles, materials and
unique skills that each era demanded.
Stone carvers of the past will come to
life, as will their subjects, and the
program will conclude with some
pictures from local cemeteries that
illustrate the symbolism of various
time periods. As always, the program
will be followed by light refresh-
ments. For more information, call
Nancy Humphrey at (908) 612-6029.

Kassidy Clark to Participate
In Fashion Week Benefit

Networking Group
Plans Holiday Social
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch

Plains and Mountainside Public Li-
braries’ Career Networking Group
will hold its Holiday Social on Tues-
day, December 15, at 7:30 p.m. It will
take place at Vienna 60, a 1960’s-
themed bar located at 375 Park Av-
enue, Scotch Plains, directly across
the parking lot from the Scotch Plains
Public Library. Ample free parking is
available in the well-lit lot.

This event will offer participants
an opportunity to get to know one
another better in a relaxed holiday
atmosphere. Light snacks will be pro-
vided and beverages will be available
for purchase. Attendees are welcome
to bring friends and colleagues. To
register, call (908) 233-0115.

Kassidy Clark

GARWOOD — Five-year-old
Kassidy Clark of Garwood recently
was selected to participate in a 2016
New Jersey Fashion Week event that
will take place on Saturday, February
20, 2016, at the Doubletree by Hilton
Hotel in Newark, N.J. It will benefit
an aspiring La Crème Modeling/Act-
ing student who has been fighting
Ependymoma brain cancer for more
than three years.

A Kindergarten student, Kassidy
enjoys fashion, reading, shopping
and collecting ShopKins. She
learned of her acceptance into this
year’s event when the casting direc-
tors announced their selections in
New York and New Jersey.

This event will be sponsored by La
Crème Modeling/Acting of
Mountainside, as well as local busi-
nesses in an effort to keep youth
away from drugs. Casting is now
open and no experience is necessary.

The show will feature male and
female models, among them chil-
dren and youth models, and is ex-
pected to draw talent scouts from the
modeling/acting industry and design-
ers in the fashion business. Ages range
from 3 to 65.

Community businesses, organiza-
tions and private individuals have an
opportunity to participate by becom-
ing an official sponsor to Kassidy

Clark. Through sponsorship, each
participant in the Fashion Week event
receives all the necessary training,
rehearsals and financial support to
prepare them for their role in this
year’s event.

Any business, organization or pri-
vate individual interested in becom-
ing a sponsor to Kassidy may contact
the La Crème Modeling/Acting show
coordinator at (908) 688-4411.

Some Tips On How Not to Let
Holidays Bring You Down

I N  S E S S I O NI N  S E S S I O NI N  S E S S I O NI N  S E S S I O NI N  S E S S I O N

By Carol Pedro, Exec. Dir.
Youth & Family Counseling Service

We are so aware of the upcoming
holidays as each year it seems we are
bombarded with commercials, mu-
sic and decorations earlier and earlier
(does anyone remember Thanksgiv-
ing is first?!)

As this season approaches, many
of us struggle. Maybe we are griev-
ing losses of loved ones, home, dis-
tant relatives or difficult relationships.
We do not live in a “Hallmark” movie,
where “in the end,” everyone is happy
and gets along! Instead we may find
ourselves feeling sad, anxious and
overwhelmed. We strive to find the
perfect gift, make the best holiday
dinner and for everyone to get along
and be happy. These expectations are
often unrealistic.

But don’t worry. There are some
things you can do to help get you
through. Try some of the following
tips:

Use lists. Old fashioned paper and
pen. Check off what is done and you
will feel better.

Say no. It’s okay. You don’t have to
go to every party or be involved in
every gift exchange.

Be realistic. Budget your time and
money. There are no extra hours or
dollars just because it’s the holidays.
Limit your activities. Make your gifts

or give out baked goods to help ease
expenses.

Ask for help. Let friends, neigh-
bors, kids help decorate, wrap or bake.

Accept help. See above.
Forego perfection for happiness.

It’s okay if you limit the menu, go for
a buffet instead of a formal sit down.
Use gift bags instead of wrapping.

Remain grateful. There are many
things in our lives, large and small,
that we might be grateful about. Write
down a gratitude list and keep adding
to it.

Slow and steady is the best way to
handle the stress of the holidays. The
holidays are what you make of them.
Use downtime wisely. Relax when
you can, read, listen to soothing mu-
sic. The holidays are really about
people – family and friends.

Remember, the greatest gift we give
is of ourselves, from our heart: our
love, our time, a smile, a hug. These
are the most memorable of all.

Have a safe, blessed and joyful
holiday season!

Carol M. Pedro is a licensed thera-
pist at Youth and Family Counseling
Service, 233 Prospect Street,
Westfield, N.J.; (908) 233-2042,
Website: yfcsnj.org.

Author Andrew Kane Due
At JCC Book Read Dec. 15

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Jewish
Community Center (JCC) of Central
New Jersey will host Andrew Kane,
author of “The Night, The Day,” on
Tuesday, December 15, at 7:30 p.m.

Mr. Kane, who also has written the
critically-acclaimed and controversial
novel “Rabbi, Rabbi,” holds a Ph.D. in
psychology from Yeshiva University
and is a clinical psychologist.

“The Night, The Day” is the story of
a psychologist who is treating an enig-
matic and evasive hotel magnate who
recently attempted suicide. From the
streets of Lyon, France – when the
Vichy government helped the Nazis
ship Jews to concentration camps – to
the suburbs of New York City five
decades later, “The Night, The Day”
depicts a journey from darkness to
light as many lives collide.

This community read is open to the
public; book groups and individuals
are all welcome. Admission is $15 per
person and a dessert reception is in-
cluded. Online registration is available
at jccnj.org or in person at the JCC.

For more information, go to
jccnj.org or contact Karen Sanders,
Arts and Education coordinator, at
(908) 889-8800, extension no. 205,
or ksanders@jccnj.org.

The JCC of Central New Jersey is
located at 1391 Martine Avenue,
Scotch Plains. It is a constituent
agency of the Jewish Federation of
Greater MetroWest NJ, United Way
of Greater Union County and the
Westfield United Fund. Financial as-
sistance is available for membership
and various programs.

Central Jersey's

Come Home to Comfort!
With a great deal on
Air Conditioning or

Heating for your home!

Deal directly with the owner:
Edward Iarrapino, President

Master HVACR Contractor • NJ license#19HC00066100

Deal directly with the owner, no pushy sales reps!

Call Today! 848-200-7600
www.FCComfort.com

a division of Iarrapino heating & cooling

120 Liberty Street • Metuchen

$500 off

$250 off

$50 off

Heating and
A/C System

Any Heating
System

Installed
Dehumidifier

FIRST CHOICE CRRT0401

FIRST CHOICE CRRT0401

FIRST CHOICE CRRT0401

ONE-STOP SHOPPING

PERSONALIZED

STATIONERY & GIFTS

HOLIDAY SALES ALL YEAR ROUND!

WWW.PIP.PRINTSWELL.COM

First Baptist Youth
Plan Sunday Concert
WESTFIELD — The Youth Group

of the First Baptist Church of Westfield,
located at 170 Elm Street, will present
a musical variety concert this Sunday,
December 13, at 4:30 p.m.

It will begin in recital format show-
casing a variety of solo performers of
diverse style and musical develop-
ment. From there it will proceed into
a rock concert featuring the bands
“Knuckle Sandwich” and “A Little
Surprising” from the New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts Rock Perfor-
mance Workshop. Food and bever-
ages will be available throughout.

A free-will offering will be taken
at the door to support the church’s
Youth Group missions.

Hearing Society
Reveals Schedule

WESTFIELD — The Hearing So-
ciety has announced that its weekly
classes in speech (lip) reading will
be suspended for the holiday sea-
son, beginning the week of Mon-
day, December 21.

Classes are scheduled to resume
in the new year on Thursday, Janu-
ary 14, at their regularly scheduled
time, 10:30 a.m., at the First Baptist
Church of Westfield. The church is
located at 170 Elm Street.

Under the direction of Dr. Anne
Michele Puglisi, the informal classes
provide instruction in strategies for
coping with hearing loss as well as
techniques for improved communi-
cation. Any person with hearing loss
who is interested in improving his or
her word recognition skills is wel-
come to join the society and partici-
pate in the classes.

For more information about The
Hearing Society and the classes,
contact Alice Knecht at (908) 688-
8241 (voice) or alirobkn@aol.com.

Library Posts Dates
For Readers’ Forum
CRANFORD — The Readers’ Fo-

rum, the long-running book discus-
sion group of the Cranford Public
Library, will meet next at the library
on Monday, December 28, at 7 p.m.,
in the Fridlington Room. The library
is located at 224 Walnut Avenue.

The group will discuss “The Sto-
ried Life of A.J. Fikry” (2014), a
novel by Gabrielle Zevin. A.J. Fikry
is a bookstore owner. When his most
prized possession, a rare collection
of Poe poems, is stolen, he begins
isolating himself from his friends,
family and associates before receiv-
ing a mysterious package that com-
pels him to remake his life.

The Readers’ Forum also will meet
on Monday, January 25, 2016, at 7
p.m., to discuss “Everything I Never
Told You” (2014) by Celeste Ng.

The group welcomes new mem-
bers at any time. For more informa-
tion, call the library at (908) 709-
7272 or send an e-mail to
library@cranfordnj.org.

WESTFIELD EAGLE...Westfield High School senior Billy Frey, a member of
Troop No. 73, recently achieved Eagle Scout status — the highest rank in Boy
Scouting, with a beautification project at Westfield’s South Avenue Train
Station.

Billy Frey of Troop 73
Earns Eagle Scout Rank

WESTFIELD — Billy Frey, a
member of Boy Scout Troop 73 in
Westfield, recently earned the high-
est rank in Boy Scouting — the rank
of Eagle Scout.

The son of Karen and Bill Frey,
Billy began his journey in Scouting in
2004 as a Tiger Cub with Pack No.
176 at McKinley Elementary School
in Westfield. After earning his Arrow
of Light in 2009, he bridged over to
Troop 73, which is sponsored by The
Catholic Church of the Holy Trinity in
Westfield. While in Troop 73, he served
in two leadership positions — troop
historian for two years and assistant
senior patrol leader for three years.

Billy completed his Eagle Scout
project in December 2014. He pro-
posed a beautification project, which
he presented to and had approved by
the Westfield Town Council, for a seat-
ing area at the South Avenue Train
Station. It entailed laying pavers, in-
stalling two park benches and land-
scaping, which included planting orna-
mental grasses and daffodil bulbs, and
laying mulch and natural stone edging.

He selected this project to provide
the community of Westfield with a
nice seating area for commuters or for
those who just want to relax in this
heavily commuted part of town. To
cover the cost of the project, Billy
fundraised more than $2,000 from the
Westfield community, family and
friends, and solicited donations from
local businesses. A total of 113.5 hours
were required to complete the project.

While working on his Eagle project,
Billy was fortunate to receive support
and guidance from the Leaders of Troop
No. 73, the town administrator, town
engineer, Department of Public Works
and Mayor Andrew Skibitsky and the
Town Council of Westfield. His friends,
family and fellow Scouts helped him to
complete his Eagle project.

Billy earned the rank of Eagle Scout
on April 13 and his official Eagle
Scout Court of Honor Ceremony was
held on September 20 at the Knights
of Columbus hall in Scotch Plains.

A Westfield High School senior,

Billy will graduate in June of 2016. He
runs year-round and is a member of
the high school Cross-Country, Win-
ter Track and Spring Track teams. For
the past six years, he served his church
community as an altar server at Holy
Trinity Church. This past June, he was
honored to be sponsored by Westfield
American Legion Post No. 3 to attend
American Legion Jersey Boys State at
Rider University, where he partici-
pated in a week-long program of citi-
zenship training and mock govern-
ment. Billy plans to attend college to
pursue a career in finance and sport
management.

Holiday Decorating Contest
To Debut In Cranford

CRANFORD — Township resi-
dents are invited to get into the
spirit of the holiday season by par-
ticipating in Cranford’s First An-
nual Holiday Decorating Contest.

Interested persons are asked to
fill out the registration form, stat-
ing the house they will be entering
in the contest. Forms can be found
online at cranford.com or at the
Cranford Community Center, lo-
cated at 220 Walnut Avenue.

Prizes will be awarded in the
following categories: Most Outra-
geous, Most Traditional and All-
Around Favorite.

Prizes will consist of a gift cer-
tificate to the Artisan Farmer’s

Market at the Community Center
on Saturdays through the winter,
as well as a lawn sign designating
the winning homes. A committee
will be put together to vote. Win-
ners will be announced on Wednes-
day evening, December 23.

Registration must be entered by
Friday, December 18. The regis-
tration form can be e-mailed to:
recreation@cranfordnj.org or
dropped off at the Cranford Com-
munity Center. For more informa-
tion, call (908) 709-7283.

Cranford Community Connec-
tion and the Cranford Recreation
and Parks Department are spon-
soring this event.

A member of the  
United Church of Christ

Everyone’s Welcome–Especially You!

Festival Chorus presents  
Handel’s Messiah
Sunday, December 13, 10 am
The Christmas portions of the beloved 
oratorio, with guest soloists 

“Silent Nights”
Sunday, December 13, 7 pm
Service for those struggling with grief 
and loss

Advent Adult Studies
Tuesdays, December 15 & 22, 7:30 pm
An exploration of the questions leading up 
to Jesus’ birth

Christmas Eve 
Thursday, December 24
Children’s Pageant, 5 pm
Candlelight Service, 10 pm

First Congregational Church of Westfield invites you to  
celebrate the blessings of Christmas with us each Sunday  

at 10 am and at any of our Advent programs:

Christmas Morning
Friday, December 25, 10 am

Family Worship &  
Carol Sing
Sunday, December 27, 10 am

For information and additional events, please visit fccofwestfield.org
125 Elmer Street, Westfield.  P: 908-233-2494

Parking available on street and in rear lot. 

Celebrate Christmas with  
First Congregational Church!
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Presbyterian Church Invites
All to Christmas Services

WESTFIELD — The Reverend
Cindy Bowman has issued an invi-
tation to the public to all upcoming
Christmas services at The Presby-
terian Church in Westfield, located
at 140 Mountain Avenue.

Advent is being observed with
special half-hour services on con-
secutive Tuesdays, December 15
and 22, in the church’s Chapel.
Soup and Bread Advent Lunches
will be served in Assembly Hall on
the Sundays of December 13 and
20, following the 10 a.m. Tradi-
tional Services.

On Thursday, December 24,
Christmas Eve Services will begin
with a 5 p.m. Family Service in the
Sanctuary. Under the direction of
Christine Treger, director of Chris-
tian Education, children will par-

ticipate by wearing costumes de-
picting angels, stars and shepherds
to help tell the story of Christ’s birth.

Wired4Worship will hold their
Contemporary Service on Christmas
Eve at 6:30 p.m. in Westminster Hall.

Two candlelight traditional
Christmas Eve Services are
planned for 8 p.m. and 11 p.m. in
the Sanctuary. They will feature
special music by soloists, the Chan-
cel Choir and Director of Music
Ed Alstrom on the organ.

All services are free and open to
the public. The Presbyterian Church
in Westfield’s mission is to “Invite,
Grow, Serve.”

For more information about the
church or its services, call (908)
233-0301 or visit the church
website at westfieldpc.org.

Holy Trinity Seniors
To Hold Luncheon

WESTFIELD — The Holy Trinity
Senior Social Club will meet on Mon-
day, December 14, at 12:30 p.m., in
the Parish Center for its Christmas
Luncheon.

Robert Treat Delicatessen of
Westfield will cater the event. The
Parish Center is adjacent to the Holy
Trinity Roman Catholic Church, lo-
cated at 315 First Street, Westfield.

The club reminds members to bring
donations for the food pantry and
expressed appreciation for donations
already received.

SEASON OF ADVENT...St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Westfield will present its
Festival of Lessons and Carols this Sunday, December 13, at 10 a.m., the third
Sunday of Advent. All are welcome to attend. Pictured, from left to right, Judith
Jessup, Jill Sitcer and Elisa Gallagher prepare the Advent wreath for the church.

St. Paul’s Invites All For
Festival of Lessons-Carols

WESTFIELD — St. Paul’s Epis-
copal Church invites the public to
attend The Festival of Lessons and
Carols this Sunday, December 13,
at 10 a.m. This pre-Christmas ser-
vice, on the third Sunday of Ad-
vent,  wil l  feature music by
Schubert, Howells and others.
Under the lighted Advent Wreath,
the St. Paul’s Choir also will lead
the congregation in many familiar
and beloved hymns.

This Anglican liturgy, created in
19th-century England, quite often
is celebrated on Christmas Eve.
The most famous version of this

service is found at King’s College,
Cambridge, England, where it has
been sung every year since 1918
with the exception of 1930. The
liturgy is so popular that Lutheran,
Presbyterian, Roman Catholic and
other churches now often use it
with some variations.

Readings from the Bible are in-
terspersed with hymns and carols,
and at St. Paul’s, with the choir
providing other seasonal offerings.

Charles Banks, music director at
St. Paul’s, also will perform a spe-
cial prelude at 9:50 a.m., preced-
ing the service. The Reverend An-
drew C. Hamersley, rector of St.
Paul’s, will preside.

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church is
located at 414 East Broad Street,
Westfield. For more information,
call  (908) 232-8506 or visit
stpaulswestfield.org.

JCC Early Learning Center
Gives Back to Community

SCOTCH PLAINS — Each year,
in preparation for the holiday season,
the preschool children and teachers
at the Jewish Community Center
(JCC) of Central New Jersey’s Brody
Family Early Learning Center under-
take a “Thanks-for-Giving” project
to help the community. This year, the
center partnered with the Mandy
Reichman Feeding Program.

The Mandy Reichman Feeding Pro-
gram was established in 2002 in
memory of Mandy Reichman, who
died in September 2001 at age 22 after
losing a two-year battle with cancer.
Mandy’s dying wish was to establish
a program to feed the needy and hun-
gry. It was the longstanding idea of
Mandy and her brother, Jeffrey, to
start a feeding program in their local
community.

Each week, this program donates
hundreds of lunches as well as provid-
ing holiday meals for those in need.
Lunches are assembled at Temple
Emanu-El in Westfield every Tuesday.

The Brody Family Early Learning
Center collected food and turkeys for
Thanksgiving meals, along with do-
nations for the Mandy Reichman
Program’s weekly lunch distribution.
The children took responsibility for
stocking their shelves and used the
food collection area for dramatic play.
Youngsters and their families also
submitted “words of gratitude” that
were displayed on a wall.

“Hunger is a huge topic and a very
difficult one for happy, nurtured chil-

dren to understand,” said Randy Sosny-
Handler, Early Childhood Learning
coordinator. “I tried my best to create
a very hands-on, experiential way for
the students to begin grasping the con-
cepts of giving, sharing and donating
to those who have less.”

“What wonderful learning activi-
ties as the children learn all about
feeding the hungry and being thank-
ful,” said Meryl Reichman, Mandy’s
mother and co-founder of the Mandy
Reichman Feeding Program. “We are
overwhelmed and brought to tears at
how much the JCC is expanding our
daughter Mandy’s legacy and vision.
We will be able to feed so many more
hungry people because of your dedi-
cation and your very caring families.”

For more information about the
JCC’s Early Childhood programs,
contact Robin Brous, Early Childhood
director, at (908) 889-8800, extension
no. 204, or rbrous@jccnj.org.

The JCC of Central New Jersey is
located at 1391 Martine Avenue,
Scotch Plains. It is a constituent
agency of the Jewish Federation of
Greater Metro West NJ, United Way
of Greater Union County and the
Westfield United Fund. Financial as-
sistance is available for membership
and various programs.

VACNJ to Showcase
‘Artistry of Theatre’
SUMMIT — The Visual Arts Cen-

ter of New Jersey (VACNJ) invites
the community to attend a program
entitled “Artistry of the Theatre” that
will take place on Thursday, Febru-
ary 4, 2016, beginning at 7 p.m.

Participants will have an opportu-
nity to take a peek behind the curtain
of Paper Mill Playhouse productions
with Artistic Director Mark Hoebee.
The cost is $5; VACNJ members may
attend for free.

The VACNJ is located at 68 Elm
Street, Summit. Interested persons
are asked to call (908) 273-9121 or to
visit artcenternj.org.

Garwood Knights
Seek Toy Donations

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Knights of Columbus are holding a
toy drive through December.

Donations of brand-new, un-
wrapped toys on behalf of St. Jo-
seph Social Service Center in Eliza-
beth can be dropped off after 4 p.m.
weekdays at the Council Hall, lo-
cated at 37 South Avenue, Garwood
(opposite PathMark). On weekends,
interested persons are asked to first
call (908) 789-9809. Parking is
available behind the building off
Willow Avenue (turn at Marty
Shoes). Visitors are asked to use the
side-door entrance.

Monetary donations also are wel-
come and may be made payable to
“The Garwood K of C Toy Drive,”
attention: Keith M. Gallagher.

The Knights request that no toys
depicting violence, guns, dolls ex-
ploiting women, or old stuffed ani-
mals be donated. For more infor-
mation, call (908) 789-9809 or
Keith Gallagher at (908) 789-0931
after 4 p.m.

Since 1983, St. Joseph Social Ser-
vice Center has served the materi-
ally poor and homeless community
of Greater Elizabeth, N.J. For more
information on St. Joseph Social
Service Center, go to YouTube
“Homeless in Elizabeth,” parts one
and two, or visit sjeliz.org.

DOING HER PART...Allyn Weisbrot,
a JCC preschooler, sorts the donated
food into bins as part of the JCC’s
Early Childhood Thanks-for-Giving
charity project.

DUGHI, HEWIT & DOMALEWSKI

Criminal Defense Matters

State and Municipal Criminal Court
Motor Vehicle Tickets • DWI

Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor

Mention this ad for a complimentary conference

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
(908) 272-0200 • www.dughihewit.com

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

· DWI · Criminal Defense
· Business Representation · Civil Litigation

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

24 Hours ·  53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
kaplowlaw@aol.com richardjkaplow.com

FAMILY LAW
·  Divorce ·  Domestic Violence

· Custody ·  Child Support

( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7

Jewelers&N C
Nabig Sakr Carmen Cascao908-233-3380

102 Quimby Street Westfield, NJ

14k Semi-Precious Stones

Open Sundays 11am - 4pm

Mon., Tues., Wed., Thurs. & Fri. 10am - 7:30pm

Saturdays 10am - 5:30pm

HOLIDAY HOURS:

OWEN BRAND
NMLS# 222999

Home Financing By

owen.brand@pncmortgage.com
Member

FDIC

Local: 908-789-2730

Cell: 908-337-7282

PNC is a registered service mark of The PNC Financial Services Group, Inc. (“PNC”). PNC Mortgage is a division of PNC Bank,
National Association, a subsidiary of PNC. All loans are provided by PNC Bank, National Association and are subject to credit
approval and property appraisal. 2014 The PNC Financial Services Group, Inc. All rights reserved.

SM

Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group

Dentistry for Infants, Children
Adolescents, and Special Needs

555 Westfield Avenue, Westfield
www.kidsandsmiles.com

908-232-1231

Julie Jong, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Kelly Walk, D.D.S.
Board Certified

John Chang, D.D.S.
Board Certified

• New Patients Welcome
• Laser Dentistry
• In Office General Anesthesia

Best Friend Holiday Sale,
Open House Is Dec. 12-13

SCOTCH PLAINS — Best Friend
Dog and Animal Adoption will have
a 60-percent-off sale on all mer-
chandise in its thrift store this Satur-
day and Sunday, December 12 and
13, which also will be an open house
event. Items costing $1 or less will
be regular price. Light refreshments
will be served.

The Best Friend Rescue group is
a not-for-profit organization run
solely by volunteers. Located at
1750 East Second Street, Scotch
Plains, its thrift store is open Tues-
day from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.; Wednes-
day through Saturday, 10 a.m. to 4
p.m., and Sundays during Decem-
ber from noon to 3 p.m.

The store is featuring brand-new
scarves, shawls, gloves, socks, belts,
tights and jewelry for sale at dis-
count prices. One-of-a-kind items,
small furniture, collectibles, books,
fabric and knickknacks also are avail-
able, among other merchandise.

Best Friend is accepting dona-
tions of dog and especially cat food,
both canned and dry, as well as
much-needed clumping litter for
foster animals in its care. Dona-
tions can be brought to the store.
Additionally, the organization is
seeking new volunteers for the
store and for adoption days.

Best Friend representatives can be
found at Petco in Clark on Saturdays
from 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. and at
the Petco in Union on Sunday after-
noons for cat/kitten adoptions. The
group still has several cats and dogs
in its care that need permanent homes.

For more information, visit the
thrift store, call (908) 322-2502 or
view pets awaiting homes at
bestfriend.petfinder.org.

Monetary donations also are ur-
gently needed and appreciated.
They may be mailed to: Best
Friend, P.O. Box 335, Cranford,
N.J. 07016.

BEST CAST...The Best Christmas Pageant Ever cast gathers in preparation for
performances of the show Friday and Saturday, December 11 and 12, at 7:30 p.m.
each evening. Staged by the Holy Trinity School Drama Club, the production will
be held in Pollard Hall on the school’s Mountainside campus, located at 304
Central Avenue. In this comedy, an unruly family and a church congregation all
discover the true meaning of Christmas.

Temple Men’s Club
Slates Blood Drive

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Men’s
Club of Congregation Beth Israel
will hold a blood drive on Sunday,
December 20, from 9:30 a.m. to 1
p.m., at the Scotch Plains syna-
gogue.

Run by Community Blood Ser-
vices of New Jersey, the drive is
open to anyone in the community,
18 years or older, who is medically
eligible to donate blood. No pre-
registration is required. A conti-
nental breakfast will be served to
all donors.

The Men’s Club of Congrega-
tion Beth Israel hosts a winter and
spring blood drive annually.

Congregation Beth Israel is lo-
cated at 18 Shalom Way, at the
corner of Martine Avenue. For
more information, contact the
synagogue office at (908) 889-
1830 or Walter Chinoy, Blood
Drive chairman, at (908) 230-0062.

Drama Club to Stage
Christmas Pageant

MOUNTAINSIDE — The Holy
Trinity School Drama Club will
present The Best Christmas Pag-
eant Ever, a comedy written by
Barbara Robinson and directed by
Paul O’Connor. It will take place
Friday and Saturday, December 11
and 12, at 7:30 p.m., on the Pollard
Hall  s tage at  the school’s
Mountainside campus, located at
304 Central Avenue. Tickets are
$8 in advance and $10 at the door.

The Best Christmas Pageant Ever
is described as the touching story
of the unruly, uproarious Herdman
family as they wreak havoc during
the rehearsals for a local church’s
Christmas pageant. Despite their
grimy faces and tattered clothes,
the Herdmans, “the worst kids in
the whole history of the world,”
and an entire church congregation
discover the true meaning of
Christmas.

The play opens as plans for the
church’s pageant run amok when
the director breaks her leg. Grace
Bradley, who did not expect to have
anything to do with the Christmas
pageant, steps in as director. The
Herdmans show up at the audition
and demand all the leading roles.
Chaos erupts but Mrs. Bradley per-
severes, and the church youth pro-
duce what everyone considers “the
best Christmas pageant ever.”

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com
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– Obituaries –

Ann Pappas

Ann Pappas, 98, Worked In Real Estate;
Devoted to Family, Active Volunteer

Ann Pappas, 98, of Scotch Plains
died Saturday, November 28, 2015,
at home in her own environment as
she wanted, with family at her side.

A graduate of
Brooklyn Girls Com-
mercial High School in
Brooklyn, N.Y., she
married and raised a
family. She was a de-
voted wife and mother
with a career in real
estate and was active
in her church.

An enthusiastic
crafter and gardener,
she was an active vol-
unteer in numerous
charitable and volun-
teer organizations. She
was past president of Cathedral
Women as well as Junior Cotillion,
Garden City, N.Y.; Crestwood Gar-
den Club, N.J.; Business and Profes-
sional Women, N.J.; and the
Muhlenberg Hospital Thrift Shop.

She was a lover of board games,
word puzzles and mind teasers, that
which challenged her to “think,” and

a firm believer that both the mind and
body had to stay active and stimu-
lated to remain young.

She is predeceased by her hus-
band, James N. Pappas, and
daughter, Barbara Pappas.
She is survived by her de-
voted children, Christine
Pappas (Hugh Bradley) and
James (Alice) Pappas, as
well as her beloved grand-
children, Matthew
Crawford, Samantha
Malina, Kristin Pappas and
Tonia Whitton, as well as
several great-grandchil-
dren, nieces and nephews
and their families.

Services will be held at
the All Saints’ Episcopal

Church of Scotch Plains, N.J., on
Saturday, December 12, 2015, at 11
a.m.

Contributions can be made to the
All Saints’ Episcopal Church, 559 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076.

Please visit the website
www.therossifuneralhome.com.

December 10, 2015

Henry A. Dreyer, Jr., 72, Was Farmer;
Had Served as Mayor of Cranford

Henry A. Dreyer, Jr.

Henry Arnold Dreyer, Jr., 72, who
co-owned the legendary Dreyer
Farms in Cranford, died Friday, De-
cember 4, in Overlook Medical Cen-
ter, Summit, N.J. Private burial took
place at Fairview Cem-
etery, Westfield. The
Gray Memorial Funeral
Home in Cranford said
a public memorial ser-
vice will be held at a
later date at the First
Presbyterian Church in
Cranford.

At an early age, Henry
and his brother, John,
joined their parents, the
late Henry Sr. and
Henrietta, in working at
the now century-old
farm on Springfield Av-
enue. Thanks to Henry’s broad
knowledge and love of agriculture,
Union County residents have been
faithfully buying their plants, fruits
and vegetables there for four gen-
erations.

Henry Dreyer was especially
proud of the quality of the chrysan-
themums he produced by the thou-
sands in the farm’s numerous green-
houses. Many of them were bought
for large displays at the World Trade
Center and Rockefeller Center.
Friends fondly recalled how he spent
months before Christmas making
countless bows by hand which
adorned wreaths and other holiday
decorations sold at the farm.

John Dreyer, whose daughter, Jes-
sica Dreyer Costello, is deeply in-
volved in the farm’s recent expansion
into new consumer service areas, said
of his brother, “Farming was Henry’s
life. He totally enjoyed what he was
doing and was proud to be a farmer
during the times when being a farmer
wasn’t as cool as it is to be one today.”

Born in Elizabeth, N.J., Henry
Dreyer spent virtually all of his life in
Cranford, and served the community

as a township committeeman for sev-
eral years before being elected to a
one-year term as mayor in 1980. Tom
O’Brien, a close friend who served as
political campaign manager during

those years, observed,
“Henry was a gentle gi-
ant of a man who was a
true son of Cranford. He
will be remembered for
his wit, wisdom and
judgment. He especially
was supportive of young
people through their rite
of passage into adult-
hood.”

During the off season,
he and his wife, Carol,
enjoyed vacationing at
their home in Longboat
Key, Fla., for many

years. “Henry cherished those mo-
ments when we sat on the lanai hav-
ing margaritas and watching the sun-
set,” she said.

His involvement in agriculture and
politics led to service on boards of
many groups, including the Cranford
Planning Board, New Jersey Soil Con-
servation Committee, Union County
Board of Agriculture, New Jersey
Farm Bureau and the United Coun-
ties Trust (now Wells Fargo).

A Cranford High School graduate,
Henry received a degree in political
science from Gettysburg College and
was a life member of Sigma Alpha
Epsilon fraternity. He also did graduate
work at East Stroudsburg University.

In addition to his wife, Carol Ber-
nard Dreyer, he is survived by two
sons, Henry A. III and Brett B. and
his wife, Nicole; three grandchildren,
Shea, Ava and Teddy Dreyer; his
brother, John, and his wife, Martha,
and their two daughters. He was pre-
deceased by his son Henry’s wife,
Deirdre O’Connor Dreyer. Contribu-
tions in his memory may be made to
the Sarcoma Foundation of America.

December 10, 2015

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-15004672

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-039588-10

Plaintiff: US BANK, NATIONAL ASSOCIA-
TION, NOT IN ITS INDIVIDUAL CAPACITY,
BUT SOLELY AS TRUSTEE FOR RMAC TRUST,
SERIES 2012-5T

VS.
Defendant: PAUL C. SAUNIER AND DONNA

J. SAUNIER, HIS WIFE
Sale Date: 01/06/2016
Writ of Execution: 07/28/2015
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Eight Hundred
Seventy-Five Thousand Twelve and 84/100***
$875,012.84.

Municipality: Township of Scotch Plains.
Street Address: 1520 Lamberts Mill Road,

Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076.
Tax Lot: 8, Tax Block: 11201
Approximate dimensions: 147.17 feet x 100

feet x 155.55 feet x 100.32 feet.
Nearest cross street: Shackamaxon Drive.
Total Upset:  ***Nine Hundred Thirty-Six Thou-

sand Sixty-Nine and 63/100*** $936,069.63 to-
gether with lawful interest and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
PLUESE, BECKER & SALTZMAN, LLC
20000 HORIZON WAY
SUITE 900
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 813-1700
4 T - 12/10, 12/17, 12/24
& 12/31/15 Fee: $157.08

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-15004666

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-031184-13

Plaintiff: CAPITAL ONE, N.A.
VS.
Defendant: GLENN A. BILLING AND BETH

BILLING
Sale Date: 01/06/2016
Writ of Execution: 07/31/2015
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Fifty-One Thousand One Hundred Six and 19/
100*** $451,106.19.

PROPERTY TO BE SOLD IS LOCATED IN:
Town of Westfield, County of Union, State of
New Jersey.

PREMISES COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 923
Columbus Avenue, Westfield, New Jersey 07090.

TAX LOT #4, BLOCK #4805.
NEAREST CROSS STREET: Pine Street.
APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS: 41X147
Total Upset:  ***Four Hundred Sixty-Six Thou-

sand Eight Hundred Ninety-Four and 50/100***
$466,894.50 together with lawful interest and
costs.

The sale is subject to any unpaid taxes and
assessments, tax, water, and sewer liens and
other municipal assessments. The amount due
can be obtained from the local taxing authority.

All interested parties are to conduct and rely
upon their own independent investigation to as-
certain whether or not any outstanding interests
remain of record and/or have priority over the lien
being foreclosed and, if so, the current amount
due thereon. **If the sale is set aside for any
reason, the Purchaser at the sale shall only be
entitled to a return of the deposit paid. The
Purchaser shall have no further recourse against
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.**

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
MILSTEAD & ASSOCIATES, LLC
1 EAST STOW ROAD
MARLETON, NEW JERSEY 08053
(856) 482-1400
4 T - 12/10, 12/17, 12/24
& 12/31/15 Fee: $185.64

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-15004656

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-048217-13

Plaintiff: WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A.
VS.
Defendant: CIRILA JUBIN; UNITED STATE

OF AMERICA
Sale Date: 01/06/2016
Writ of Execution: 08/21/2015
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Seventy-Three Thousand Forty-Six and 02/
100*** $373,046.02.

Property to be sold is located in the TOWN-
SHIP of CRANFORD, County of UNION, State of
New Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 223 SAILER
STREET, CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY 07016-
2547

BEING KNOWN as LOT 58, BLOCK 320 on
the official Tax Map of the TOWNSHIP of
CRANFORD.

Dimensions: 11480 square feet.
Nearest Cross Street: NORTH AVENUE
Pursuant to 28, U.S.C. Section 2410©, this

sale is subject to a 1 year right of redemption held
by the United States of America by virtue of it’s
lien:

Frank R. Jubin, a married person and Cirila A.
Jubin, married TO The Secretary of Housing and
Urban Development, dated 08/25/2006 and re-
corded 08/31/2006 in Book 11834, Page 250. To
Secure $544,185.00.

Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Eighty-Three
Thousand Seven Hundred Forty-Six and 23/
100*** $383,746.23 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
PHELAN HALLINAN & DIAMOND, PC
400 FELLOWSHIP ROAD
SUITE 100
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 813-5500
4 T - 12/10, 12/17, 12/24
& 12/31/15 Fee: $216.24

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-15004569

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-022265-12

Plaintiff:US BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION,
AS TRUSTEE FOR CREDIT SUISSE FIRST
BOSTON MORTGAGE SECURITIES CORP.,
CSFB MORTGAGE PASS-THRU CERTIFI-
CATES, SERIES 2005-3

VS.
Defendant: STEPHEN J. STEINBACH;

LAURIE R. STEINBACH; US BANK NATIONAL
ASSOCIATION AS INDENTURE TRUSTEE FOR
HOME EQUITY MORTGAGE TRUST 2006-2;
CITYBANK NA

Sale Date: 01/06/2016
Writ of Execution: 08/19/2015
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Six Hundred Four
Thousand Seven Hundred Thirty and 33/100***
$604,730.33.

Property to be sold is located in the TOWN of
WESTFIELD, County of UNION, State of New
Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 947 RAHWAY
AVENUE, WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07090-
3437

BEING KNOWN as LOT 61, BLOCK 4702 on
the official Tax Map of the TOWN of WESTFIELD.

Dimensions: 209.73 feet X 70.00 feet X 208.32
feet X 70.00 feet

Nearest Cross Street; WILLOW GROVE ROAD
Total Upset:  ***Six Hundred Thirty Thousand

Nine Hundred Twenty-Three and 78/100***
$630,923.78 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
PHELAN HALLINAN & DIAMOND, PC
400 FELLOWSHIP ROAD
SUITE 100
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 813-5500
4 T - 12/10, 12/17, 12/24
& 12/31/15 Fee: $212.16

Dancer: ‘You’re Fired’ Does
Not Warrant Bonus Check

TRENTON — Assembly Repub-
lican Ron Dancer said the million-
dollar golden parachute payments
that Rutgers University will make to
its fired football coach and athletic
director is an abuse of taxpayers that
would be prevented by legislation
he introduced more than two years
ago. Asm. Dancer’s bill (A-1287)
limits the payout to a public em-
ployee who has been terminated.

Last month, when Rutgers termi-
nated Football Coach Kyle Flood and
Athletic Director Julie Hermann, the

university was left on the hook for
more than $2.5 million between the
two contracts. In just five years, Rutgers
will pay out more than $5.6 million to
coaches, officials and administrators
fired in the last five years alone.

“These ridiculous payouts are noth-
ing more than failure bonuses,” said
Asm. Dancer (R-Ocean, Burlington,
Middlesex and Monmouth). “The
university has to be more protective
of tax dollars. For New Jersey tax-
payers, this adds insult to injury. It is
bad enough they are burdened with
some of the highest taxes in the na-
tion. If you can’t do the job, you’ve
got to go. Don’t expect a seven-fig-
ure check on the way out the door.”

Asm. Dancer’s measure caps
payments to terminated employ-
ees at their annual base salary at
the time of termination.

WESTFIELD
Friday, November 27, Emily

Schuman, 18, of Westfield was ar-
rested and charged with possession
of a controlled dangerous substance
(CDS), identified by police as less
than 50 grams of suspected mari-
juana, during a motor vehicle stop
on the 100 block of Barchester Way.
She subsequently was released with
a summons.

Sunday, November 29, Noah
Shapiro, 40, of Scotch Plains turned
himself in at police headquarters
on an outstanding Westfield traffic
warrant. He was processed and re-
leased after posting bail of $57.

Tuesday, December 1, a resident
of the 500 block of Bradford Av-
enue reported being a victim of
theft. According to the victim, an
unknown suspect stole a gray
iPhone, a black and gray cell phone
case and a blue sweatshirt from a
locker room at Westfield High
School. The total estimated value
of the stolen property is $690.

Tuesday, December 1, Jesse E.
Stephenson, 21, of Clark and Victor
H. Menes-Quintero, 26, of Roselle
Park were arrested on the 200 block of
East North Avenue and charged with
possession of less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana. Patrol units were
dispatched to the area on a report of
suspicious activity. Stephenson and
Menes-Quintero were transported to
police headquarters, where they were
processed and released.

Wednesday, December 2, Ana
Cortez, 20, of North Plainfield re-
sponded to police headquarters to
satisfy an outstanding Westfield
traffic warrant, with bail of $500.
Cortez was processed and released
after posting bail.

Wednesday, December 2, Ruben
D. Paulino, 27, of the Bronx, N.Y.
was arrested subsequent to an in-
vestigation at a business on the 100
block of West North Avenue.
Paulino was charged with theft by
deception and forgery. He was is-
sued a summons with a mandatory
Union County Superior Court date
and released from custody.

Thursday, December 3, Abraham
Mashinsky, 25, of Lakewood was
arrested on an outstanding
Robbinsville warrant, with bail of
$300, pursuant to a motor vehicle
stop on Central Avenue near Vir-
ginia Street. He was transported to
police headquarters, processed and
released after posting bail.

Thursday, December 3, Jamal
Stewart, 23, of Union was arrested
on charges of hindering apprehen-
sion, possession of CDS under 50
grams, identified by police as sus-
pected marijuana, and possession
of drug paraphernalia, pursuant to
a motor vehicle stop on Spring-
field Avenue near Mohican Drive.
Stewart was transported to police
headquarters, processed and re-
leased with a summons.

Friday, December 4, Kwame Th-
ompson-Haynes, 20, of Westfield
was arrested subsequent to a motor
vehicle stop on the 1000 block of
Central Avenue on charges of pos-
session of less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana and posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia. He also
was arrested on two criminal war-
rants from Westfield, with bail of
$1,409, and a Garwood traffic war-
rant, with bail of $750. Thompson-
Haynes was processed at police
headquarters and issued a warrant
for the criminal offenses with bail
set at $1,000 (no 10-percent cash
alternative). He was unable to post
bail and was committed to the Union
County jail.

Saturday, December 5, David
Ellner, 52, of Westfield responded
to police headquarters to satisfy an
active Westfield traffic warrant, with
bail of $89. He was processed and
released after posting the full bail.

Saturday, December 5, Andrew
C. Mazzarella, 32, of Westfield re-
sponded to police headquarters to
satisfy an active Westfield traffic
warrant with bail of $57. He was
processed and released after post-
ing the full bail.

Sunday, December 6, Michael J.
Keating, 59, of Westfield responded
to police headquarters to satisfy two
outstanding Westfield traffic war-
rants with bail amounts of $57 and
$65. He was processed and released,
having posted the full bail amount
of $122.

FANWOOD
Tuesday, November 24, Nakiah

Lomax, 22, of Plainfield was ar-
rested for an active warrant out of
Sea Girt following a motor vehicle
stop. The driver was arrested, pro-
cessed, posted bail and released.

Tuesday, November 24, it was
reported that an unknown person
took a leaf blower from a trailer
parked in the 30 block of Second
Street. The value of the blower is
$695.

Wednesday, November 25, James
Lakatos, Jr., 31, of Carteret was
arrested for an active warrant out of
Kenilworth following a motor ve-
hicle stop. The driver was arrested,
processed, posted bail and released.

Wednesday, November 25, Senen
Ortiz, 40, of Manville was arrested
for an active warrant out of Westfield
following a motor vehicle stop. He
was processed, posted bail and re-
leased.

Saturday, November 28, Tevin
Bazil, 21, of Plainfield and Marvin
Sykes-Mixson, 21, of Scotch Plains
were arrested on outstanding war-
rants following a motor vehicle stop.
Bazil and Sykes-Mixson were pro-
cessed, posted bail and released.

Saturday, November 28, a resi-
dent of the 40 block of First Street
reported that his unlocked and
parked motor vehicle had been en-
tered and that some electronics and
loose change had been removed.

Sunday, November 29, a resident
of the 40 block of First Street re-
ported that an unknown suspect had
entered his unlocked, parked motor
vehicle and removed some tools.
The value of the tools was unknown
at the time of the report.

Tuesday, December 1, a resident of
the 10 block of Brohm Place reported
that an unknown suspect had entered
her unlocked, parked motor vehicle
and removed her purse, which con-
tained numerous credit cards.

Tuesday, December 1, a resident
of the 5 block of Brohm Place re-
ported that an unknown suspect had
entered her unlocked, parked mo-
tor vehicle and removed some elec-
tronics.

Wednesday, December 2, Joseph
Glassco, Jr., 41, of Roselle was ar-
rested on an active warrant out of
Elizabeth. He was processed, posted
bail and released.

SCOTCH PLAINS
Monday, November 30, a Coun-

try Club Lane resident reported the
theft of his motorcycle. The resident
stated that the theft had occurred
sometime during the overnight hours
while the motorcycle was parked in
the parking lot of the apartment com-
plex. The victim reported seeing a
suspicious vehicle in the parking lot
the night of the theft.

Wednesday, December 2, a bur-
glary was reported at a Greenside
Place residence. The victim stated
that sometime between 6:45 a.m. and
7 p.m. one or more suspects gained
access to the premises by prying open
a front window. Once inside the indi-
vidual or persons stole various pieces
of jewelry. The incident currently is
under investigation.

Wednesday, December 2, an em-
ployee of a Park Avenue business
reported a theft from the store. The
employee stated that the suspect,
described as a Hispanic male,
heavyset, 5 feet and 6 inches tall,
and wearing khaki pants and a two-
tone leather coat, came into the store
and stole her pocketbook. Video cap-
tured the individual and the incident
currently is under investigation.

Sunday, December 6, Gerrell
Bush, 24, of Newark was arrested
on an outstanding warrant out of
the Cranford Municipal Court fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop. Bush
was transported to police headquar-
ters for processing.

Chelsea Names Paul Gedbaw As
New Regional Director of Operations

Library to Offer Instruction
In Computer Internet Basics
CRANFORD — The Cranford

Public Library will again offer Com-
puter Internet Basics for Beginners
classes on Thursdays. Classes will
begin in January and will run through
May or June, 2016.

Students from Cranford High
School will teach basic Internet
skills in a casual, one-on-one set-
ting. Pre-registration is required
as seating is limited. For more in-
formation or to register, call the
library at (908) 709-7272 and ask
for Fran Housten.

The library is seeking Cranford High
School student volunteers to provide
instruction in computer skills to se-
nior citizens. Students will teach
Internet usage, e-mail access and word
documents in a one-on-one setting.
Sessions will be held Thursdays, from
5 to 6 p.m., in the library. The library
is located at 224 Walnut Avenue.

Each senior citizen will receive
three weeks instruction. The sessions
will begin in January and run through
May. The program needs as many
high-school volunteers as possible.
Lesson plans will be provided and
the classes will be conducted in an
informal manner.

Service hours will be awarded to
any student who needs them. Inter-
ested students are asked to contact

Fran Houston at the library at (908)
709-7272, extension no. 2102, or by
e-mail at cranfordlibrary@gmail.com.

FEEDING A FAMILY...Seventh-grade CCD students at St. Helen’s Roman
Catholic Church in Westfield gather to make up a Thanksgiving meal for a family
in need. Pictured, from top left, are: Ali Brennan, Michaela Hobson, Mary
Heinzerling, Kaitlyn Duffy, Julia Johnson-Milstein, Giulia Pinelli, Lily McGuire,
Jason Petruzzi, John Thorburn, Chris Grochan and Ryan DellaRocco. Liam
Robb, not pictured, also participated.

Paul Gedbaw

FANWOOD — Chelsea Senior
Living has named Paul Gedbaw to
the position of regional director of
operations based at its corporate
headquarters here.

Mr. Gedbaw will oversee the day-
to-day operations at a number of
Chelsea communities. He comes
with many years of experience
starting in retail and growing into
senior living, where he has spent
the past 10 years.

Mr. Gedbaw has worked in many
different capacities in the senior
living industry. His latest role was
as a district manager for Emeritus/
Brookdale Senior Living, where
he oversaw many communities in
multiple states.

Mr. Gedbaw lives in Raritan,
N.J., with his wife, Nancy.

Miller-Cory House to Look
At ‘Faces of Santa’ Sunday

WESTFIELD — “The Many Faces
of Santa Claus” will be the featured
topic this Sunday, December 13, be-
tween 2 and 4 p.m., at the Miller-
Cory House Museum. This festive
exhibit will focus on how the jolly
gift giver is imagined by children in
different countries around the world.

Also included will be storytelling,
a silly Santa quiz, coloring page hand-
outs, museum tours and demonstra-
tions of authentic 18th-century open-
hearth cooking. The program is ap-
propriate for young children. Admis-
sion is $4 for adults and children age
13 and older; $3 for children ages 3 to

12, and free for those under age 3.
The museum is located at 614 Moun-
tain Avenue, Westfield.

This will be the last program of
the museum’s autumn schedule.
Sunday programs will resume on
January 17 with “Let It Snow! –
Winter Crafts.”

The Miller-Cory House Museum is
a nationally recognized living history
museum and is available for tours and
special programs. For more informa-
tion, call the museum office weekday
mornings at (908) 232-1776 or e-mail
millercorymuseum@gmail.com. The
website is millercoryhouse.org.

First Baptist Offers
Small Groups For All
WESTFIELD — The First Baptist

Church of Westfield has announced
that various small groups are avail-
able for all ages, designed to help
participants develop and maintain a
greater connection to the Bible and
enhance their spiritual lives.

Sunday school for children is of-
fered every Sunday after children’s
moments around 11 a.m.

Bible study for adults takes place
every Sunday at 9:15 a.m.

The Stepping Stones Family Learn-
ing Center, which provides small
groups for children and parents, is
available the second and third Sun-
days of the month between 6:30 and
7:30 p.m.

The Youth Group has a faith-build-
ing component on Sundays at 5 p.m.

The Daniel Plan offers six-week
sessions on leading a healthy lifestyle
with faith as the foundation. A small
group will start in January.

Noon Prayer Time and Meditation
(Lectio Divina or Divine Reading) is
held every Wednesday at noon.

The First Baptist Church is located
at 170 Elm Street.
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Applying for College Admission?

Make sure your application includes

an exceptional personal statement.

• Essay consultation / coaching / editing
• 1 on 1 coaching at your home, at convenient locations or online

• We can see you through the entire admissions process
• Group discounts and 3 hour "boot camps" available

• SAT/ACT Tutoring (avg. 3-400 point SAT score increase)
• Writing Support

• Columbia University Ph.D., 20 years teaching experience

845-521-8653
website: notsocommonapplication.org

e-mail: notsocommonapplication@gmail.com

High Honor Roll
Grade 12

Jamie Abar, Catherine Acito, Brianna
Acosta, Rebecca Ames, Joshua
Axelrod, Emma Bagat, Madison
Banker, Sarah Barash, Madeleine
Bebout, Brianna Becker, Molly Becker,
Isabella Bernardo, Shay Blechinger-
Slocum, Emily Boyle, Nancy Canevari,
Celeste Cappadoccia, Rebecca
Castiglia, Laura Charos, Robert Choi,
Ashley Christian, Jordan Cimring,
Zachary Cimring, Vincent Conti, Paige
Crandall, Carly Daniele, Sarah Davis,
Catherine DePaola, Francesca Dobies,
Abrahim Elseht, Zakary Elseht,
Jacqueline Fahrenholz, Angelette Flo-
rence, Kara Foley, Abigail Fossaceca,
Alexander Frier, Heather Goeller,
Nathaniel Robert Graham, Alexander
Guevara, Dakota Halma, Zachary
Halma, Cameron Heisey, Ani Hsu
Obrock, Shona Jain, Rachael Janssen,
Maya Jegede, Sofia Jimenez, Lizabeth
Kaminoff, Annemarie Kearns, Sabrina
Khan, Megan Kieltyka, Emma
Kowalczyk, Jonathan Kriney, Kaavya
Krishna-Kumar, Liza Kussner, Rachel
Lambert, Aaron Lee, Thomas
Leistikow, Gabriela MacPherson, Kelly
Magrino, Caitlyn Mannino, Thomas
Margaritondo, Amelia Markey,
Michelle Marvosa, Darren Mascioli,
Erin Mecca, Jocelyn Michnowski,
Rebecca Miller, Timothy Mitchell,
Sarika Mujumdar, Kathryn Musso,
Saleena Nival, Madalyn Ostrander,
Anne Pierce, Elise Powers, Cara
Provenzano, George Ramos, Andrew
Rimpici, Caroline Ringel, Olivia Rob-
erts, Erykah Robinson, Zoe Rodriguez,
Anjanette Saleh, Mariel Sass, Julianne
Sawchuk, Matthew Schweizer,
Caroline Scobee, Hannah Simon,
Arlind Sinanovic, Kevin Sonpar, Mary
Catherine Grace Stovall, Rohan Suresh,
Jacob Sutterlin, Lauren Szpond, James
Tenzer, Kate Traina, Bridget Van Natta,
Zoe Verrico, Mercy Villacis, Samiksha
Vittalraj, Benjamin Weiss, Jason
Wendel, Tyler Wrenn-Sheffield,
Michael Wright, Gali Zaborowski,
Daniel Zheng, Vivian Zhuang, Natalie
Zimmermann, Carly Zogg,

Grade 11
Ryan Abramowitz, Aaron Arkin,

Melissa Baldani, Nicole Barber, Emma
Beckerman, Sophie Brause, Alexis
Brunetto, Kaitlyn Buchanan, Christian
Buren, Jason Calabria, Jackeline
Calderon, Zoe Choi, Rebecca Citarella,
Britney Coleman, Thomas Craven,
Colin Demaria, Francesca DiFabio,
Julia DiGiacomo, Sarah E Dolan, An-
thony Donatelli, Caroline Drubulis,
Parker Dvorin, Fizzah Ehsan, Laurel
Elkin, Jumar Etkins, Grace Fanning,
Matthew Fox, Wilda Francois, Claudia
Gentile, Justin Greenman, Julia
Guarneri, Erin Hayes, Hayley Howell,
Jared Jeremias, Kathryn Emily
Kalaigian, Liza Kasper, Katherine
Keiser, Eliza Kuperschmid, Grace
Lama, Christina Lamagna, Nicholas
Lavin, Tayonna Lee, Samantha Lopez,
Max Lusk, Ian MacPherson, Anthony
Magnotta, Tyler Malaussena, Daniella
Marcazzo, Grace Marcolina, Morgan
Martinson, Max Mazursky, Adrian
McDonald, Paige McKeown, Caroline
McNichol, Jacob Melville, Danielle
Miccio, Sydney Mills, George Mueller,
Alexa-Jada Nelson, Matthew O
Newman, Robert Nugent, Gregory
Oross, Simon Oster, Jake Payami, Ryan
Peterson, Juliana Pigna, Hayley
Pletscher, Zachary Polak, Tracy Prusik,
Justin Purvis, Demi Rice, Jessica Marie
Rickmers, Christina Rodgers, Chris-
tian Roman, Lorie Marie Rosado,
Meghan Ryan, Albert Sanchez,
Madelyn Sassoon, Stephen Scarcella,
Matthew Schwab, Erin Sheehy, Taylor
Sirchio, Holly Smith, Sydney Smith,
Brianna M Sorrentino, Brianna Soto,
Daria Speranza, Gabriel Sta Rosa,
Lukas Stein, Colin Sullivan, Michaela
Sullivan, Jamiah Sykes-Samuels,
Mckella Ashley Sylvester, Chelsea
Tavares, Neel Thombre, Luke Uriarte,
Micaela Valli, Spencer Vaughn, Isaac
Velasquez, Matthew Vignola, Juliana
Wagner, Toby Waldman, David Walker,
Peter Warren, Jordyn Wheeler, Joshua
Wiener, Kaitlyn Wilson, Jordan
Wolman, Justin Yang, Peter Yarem,
Alison Zimmerman, Michael Zucker,
Molly Zucker, Taylor Zucosky,

Grade 10
Olivia R Abdy, Serena M Annucci,

Olivia N Barcia, Pauline Wanda R
Bayotas, Ashley Becker, Madeline
Bord, Caitlin Bourke, Brandon
Boyarsky, Caitlin Bromm, Jack Can-
non, Zoe Ann Cardenas, Francesca
Carlino, Justin Chaillet, Daniella
Cohen, Phoebe Collins, Declan
Costello, Catherine Crane, Nirmit
Damania, Lauren Daniele, Nina
Daniele, Elizabeth DePaola, Riya
Desai, Gauri Deshpande, Amy
Deutschmeister, Victor DeVizio,
Jordann DeVore, Taylor Diggs, Angela
DiGiacomo, Anthony DiNizo, Victoria
Domiciano, Anna Elizabeth Dunchus,
Caroline English, Hannah Finan, Mat-
thew Peter Fleck, Michael Steven Fleck,
Jake Friedman, Patrick Gannon, Alanna
Micaela Gaona, Brandon Glickstein,
Danielle Glickstein, Adam Zachary
Glod, Emily Gonyou, Avery Greenberg,
Nina Isabella Halberstadter, Megan
Hansen, Trinity Hart, Nicholas Heath,
Allison Hochman, Mohamed Ramy
Hosny, Demetrius Johnson, Scott Kai-
ser, Quinn Kekelis, Liam Kinney, An-
drew Kriney, Tara Krishna, Jennifer
Lambert, Ryan Lee, Michael Leegan,
Brianna Linder, Amanda Logie, Will-
iam Loop, Matthew Lozito, Rachel
Maizes, Alessandra Vincenza Makris,
Jared Mann, Adam Ross Mayerson,
Caraid McGovern, Briana McGowan,
Paige McMorrow, Kerri McNeely,
Kelly Rose Mehorter, Ryan Hunter
Midwinter, Sara Rose Miller, Sabrina
Montesdeoca, Sierra Jade Moorman,
Robert Mount, Danielle Mrozek,
Kaitlyn Mrozek, Mackenzie O’Brien,

Honor Roll
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School - 1st Marking Period

McKenzie Pagano, Nikita Paranjape,
Andrew Parvin, Niva Patel, John Petris,
Anna Piekutowski, Matthew Porchetta,
Molly Sarah Pritchett, Brogan Quigley,
Nathaniel Redmount, Erin Rogers,
Sophia Edith Rosahl, Alyssa Scheu,
Stephanie Schramm, Katherine Schug,
Veronica Sendao, Megan Small,
LeeDar Sneor, Ryan Spoljaric,
Samantha Sprechman, Mikaela Rose
Tajo, Erica Mei Tellado, Emma
Torkildsen, Lauren Trentacoste, Ryan
Vincent, Sydney Von Oehsen,
Alexandra Vuono, Victoria Wilkins,
Connor Wirth, Karl Wirth, Ethan
Wollman, Todd Womelsdorf, Christo-
pher Shaun Zogg, Kimberly Marie
Zogg,

Grade 9
Grace Ahlin, Angela Arvizzigno,

Katyana Avila, Persis Baah, Aubrey
Bagdonas, James Bagdonas, Amanda
Ball, Julia Barnes, Paolo Antonio
Bayotas, Steven Besson, Garrett
Boozer, Laura Brady, Jeffrey Brenner,
Thomas Brown, Drew Burfeindt, Kara
Bush, Michelle Cagnassola, Kevin
Calabria, Peter Canevari, Gianni Caro
Esposito, Giancarlo Castro, Alan Chen,
Sarah Citarella, Madison Dawn
Coleman, Saniya Dalvi, Lilliana Dec,
Stefanie DeVizio, Ashley Diamond,
Christina Marie DiBella, Michael Dieu,
Nicholas Dionisio, Carly Dvorin, Tyler
Dvorin, Jessica Edelman, Hope
Edwards, Alexandra Fischmann, Mary
Fossaceca, Benjamin Fox, Colette
Franciscus, Madison Gal, Pedro Garcia,
Luke Edward Gelling, Theodore
Giandana, Samuel Goetz, Vadim
Gorbaty, Brandon Green, Sara Ilana
Greene, Cassidy Haugh, Madison
Haugh, Olivia Hausle, Shane
Hernandez, Erin Hopkins, Jaclyn
Horre, Payton Howell, John Huby, Kier
Hunt, Sophia Iacona, Dimitrios
Kastanos, John Kayser, Gabriella
Kowalczyk, Ben Kuperschmid,
Dominick Lamastra, Jeffrey Lapidus,
Thomas Laucik, Robert Leonardo,
Melanie Litwin, Justin Scott Lo,
Ricardo Lopez, Amy Magrino, Mat-
thew Mahmet, Reina Makimura, Brent
Mankin, Casandra Martoccia, Ryan
Metzger, Rae Mikula, Massimo
Modica, Nicole Muenzen, Niyah
Nathaniel, Colin O’Brien, Patrick
O’Brien, Laura Pansulla, Julia Lauren
Poeschl, Carter Pomponio, Kayla
Reisberg, Daniel Resnicoff, Zander
Reyes, William Ricci, Justin Rizzi,
Colleen Robinson, Molly Clare Ryan,
Jessica Sadel, Cheryl Schneider, Kara
Schramm, Jacob Schulman, Maya
Schwartzman, Joshua Sklarin, Audrey
Smith, Emily Smulewitz, Paul Szanto,
Rachel Tang, Nicole Tavares, Hailey
Rae Thompson, Juliet Angela Trifiro,
Anthony Triwahjudi, Anthony Vallejo,
Joshua Venick, Isabella Verga, Maria
Villeda, Ryan Matthew Walsh, Caroline
Warren, Nicholas Watterson, Elena
Wollman, Isaac Wong, Lucy Zhang,
Julia Zucosky,

Honor Roll
Grade 12

Alfonso Amore, Jennifer Anclien,
Andraya Annucci, Caroline Babis,
Amanda Banasiak, Jordan Belford,
Briana Bennett, Noah Bernstein,
Michael Besson, Samantha Broders,
Jacob Brown, Allison Busa, Joseph
Buttigheri, Emma Calabrese, Nicholas
Cassara, Chloe Cimino, Emily Cohen,
Christian Cornejo, Shannon Costello,
Alexis Couso, Daniel Dawson, Ed-
ward DePaola, Margaret Desantis,
Madison Dieu, James DiFrancesco,
Connor Dombrowski, Courtney
Dreyfus, Emma Duggan, Maria Duque,
Samantha Ferrara, Ally Flynn, Wildege
Francois, Zackary Fuimo, Jacqueline
Gallo, Allison Gara, Matthew Garber,
Martha Garyfallos, Adam Gelfand,
Samantha Gorman, Ira Gotliboym,
Ethan Graham, Joseph Guidi, Mat-
thew Halpin, Alexander Hosmer, Mary
Hubbard, Isabella Iacona, Selin Kargi,
Rebecca Kaulfers, Vance Kleemeyer,
Kristen Koederitz, Julian Korduba,
Nadim Korkmaz, Madison Korteling,
Lea Kronsteiner, Jillian Lapidus, Si-
erra Lesiak, Tyler Litwin, Jake Longo,
Chloe Mansilla, Kayla Martinez, Brett
Mayerson, Sean Meisch, Bethany

Mills, Mark Mital, Emily Morris, Luke
Musano, Amenda Ni, Tyler O’Brien,
Erin O’Connor, Amanda O’Hara, Mat-
thew Oslislo, Sagar Patel, Vito Petitti,
Celia Phansalkar, Jashmar Philippe,
Nadia Racaniello, Geneva Rata, Connor
Reddington, Dylan Redfield, Ulysses
Reyes, Nicholas Robins, Allison Roden,
Arthur Rohman, Ari Rosenzweig,
Samuel Sadel, Katherine Seeney,
Nikola Segulin, Wilson Shek, Kelly
Smeltzer, Aboluwarin Songonuga,
Matthew Sosnowski, Abby Spector,
Taylor Spirko, Nicholas Richard Stone,
Belal Syed, Alyssa Toro, Tinnapat
Triamarit, Charles John Uvino, Devin
Voorhees, Grace Wayman, Mariah
Weigel, Mariel Weigel, Melody Weigel,
Joshua Widman, Amani Williams,
Victoria Williams, Tyler Willmott,
Michael Woerner, Caroline Yessman,
Jenni Zakarin

Grade 11
Avital Abraham, Jason Acevedo,

Moustafa Amer, Ashwin
Anandacoumar, Ashley Andrews,
Sebastian Angulo, Danielle Barber,
Gabriel Baumgarten, Ron Ben-
Michael, Cori Bernstein, Mia Blundo,
Christopher Bondarowicz, Andrew
Borik, Erin Chiappi, Callie Ciarrocca,
Thomas Cocca, Joshua Cochran-
Carney, Alyssa Christina Cordero,
Alyssa Debrosse, Deja Demaria, Nicole
Dencker, Kiera DeProspero, Ravi
Desai, Louis DiBella, Michael
DiGiacomo, Patrick Ellman, Keara
Farley, Lindsey Fleischer, Conor Flood,
Daniela Fonseca, Timothy Geissel,
Joshua Goldberg, Robert Gordon,
Daniel Grodberg, Cassidy Hoose,
Gianna Januszanis, Aleacia Jensen,
Ewan Jones, Francesca Anne Jones,
Stephanie Judge, Isha Kamdar, Abigail
Kennedy, Brian Kenny, Ryan Kessler,
Jake Kloepfer, William Kluckas, Cara
Lamastra, Andrea Leitner, Elizabeth
Lestrange, Emma Levenson, Henry
Lewand, Michael Lockfeld, Kyra
Lockhart, Jhoanna Lucas, Kyle Magee,
Maxine Manville, Gabriella Marino,
Tim Marke, Hunter Marshall, Abraham
May, Bennett Mazza, Colin McAlindin,
Katherine McGowan, Paris
McNamara, Sean McNeely, David
McQuilkin, Thomas Miner, Max More,
Deblina Mukherjee, Kaitlyn Mullany,
Grace Murphy, Haley Nakonechny,
Richard Nardone, Nigel Nelson,
Nikitha Nirmal, Sean O’Connor,
Brittney Oliveira, Samantha Olivera,
Amelia Paladino, Gia Pares, Gloria
Pimenta, Carla Pizzutiello, Stephanie
Ponterio, Alexander Poulios, Arren
Puri, Anisah Ramjohn, Michael Rash,
Maxwell Ross, Vincent Ruzek, Tho-
mas Saba, Abigail Sadel, Elliot Sayles,
Erin Schetelich, Stephanie Schlund,
Julia Sikora, Alyssa Simmons, Arjeta
Sinanovic, Sean Sobel, Bhupinder
Sohal, Gabriella Spadaro, Allison
Spiridigliozzi, Ethan Staple, Brian Tay-
lor, Samuel Venick, Dylan Voltz, Jes-
sica Waltsak, Madeline Weber,
Kathleen Anne Weideli, Kelsey
Werkheiser, Yusef Wheeler, Jade Will-
iams, Sharlene Yantin, Ryan Yawger,

Grade 10
Jacob Anglin, Sara Elizabeth

Banasiak, Kylie Beirne, Max Blacker,
Danielle Nicole Bowles, Rachel Breit,
Isabel Brett, Amber Bretz, Thomas
Bruckman, Declan Cassidy, Alexis
Casterlow, Josephine Catuogno,
Kristyn Cerini, David Chango, Lisa
Channaoui, Amy Chen, Brendan
Cheney, Samuel Colao, Stephanie
Colinders, Joseph Costanzo, Christian
Culp, Rosella Cuomo, Nicholas
Cusmano, Louis Daniele, Tyler
Daniskas, Hannah Margaret Davis,
Maria Del Sordi, Sabrina DiLollo,
Zheng Dong, Khalif Dowdy, Thomas
Drubulis, Laura Ducran, Julia Dunlap,
Lauren Taylor Eck, Benjamin

Essenfeld, Sydney Evans, Gina Mae
Fahrenholz, Robert Fisher, Abigail
Flanagan, Zachary Fleischman, Hayley
Friedman, Stamatis Gaglias, Nora Go-
ing, Madison Goldberg, Amelia Gra-
ham, Rachel Graham, Samantha
Graifer, Sam Aaron Grodberg, Anna
Gumpel, Caroline Gutierrez, Jack
Hausle, Cooper Heisey, Jakub Hibner,
Rourke Hillyer, Paige Hoblitzell, Wil-
liam Daniel Holloway, Isabella
Hurtado, Mackenzie Etoile Inacker,
Aubrey Johnson, Matthew Johnson,
Alexander Joshua, Erik Lee Kaufman,
Kayla Krutis, Hayley Kumpf, Madi-
son Lawton, Jeremy Lenart, Roberto
Lugo, Alexander Lynch, Jack Lynch,
Jacob Malik, Emily Malool, Olivia
Mawby, Carolyn McArdle, Amanda
McGrath, William Mebes, Anthony

Miguelino, Kaysia Minor, Alyssa
Mongiovi, Matthew Muirhead, Erika
Muskus, Dhvanil Nanshah, Theodore
Keith Nitro, Jessica O’Neill, Nicholas
Palazzolo, Jacob R. Perone, Kiley Q.
Porter, Cara L. Raderman, Vaishnavi
Ramanan, Michael Ramos, Kerry
Regan, Michael Rinaldi, Jacob Rob-
erts, Ramon Rodriguez, Kevin
Rohman, Rachel D. Rojek, Nicholas
Route, Claudia Sahaj, Brandon
Sandoval, Gabriella JScannell, Aaron
W. Schack, Kathryn Schauer, Samuel
Schetelich, Javin Scott, Daniel Segal,
Ardita Sinanovic, Brianne Sorge,
Isabella Sta Rosa, Eleanor Szelc,
Alexandra Rodriguez Testa, Joseph
EVarela, Ashley Vincent, Samuel Mack
Wustefeld, Tristan Yang, Paulina
Zamora

Grade 9
Ryan D. Ackerman, Cameron

Adams, Hamza Ali, Nicole Alvarez,
Caitlin Elizabeth Annese, Alexa
Anselmo, Christopher Bagdonas,
Josiah Baik, Zachary Barash,
Rosemarie Barnes-Lilye, Sara
Barshap, Lauren Barth, Haley Birch,
Christian Blanco, Celeste Corine Bar-
bara Blanks, Freya Natasha Buison,
Tierra Buissereth, Gianna Calligy,
Joshua Canavan, Marcello
Cappuccio, Rachella Carlino, Mat-
thew G. Carrascoso, Gianna Cassara,
Kevin Chin, Mia Cimino, Ryan
Cleary, Sarah Cooney, Noah
Costanzo, Eboni Davis, Anita Dazzo,
Patrick Dembiec, Riley DeProspero,
Gabrielle Dickstein, Kyle Estivene,
Jaylen Evans, Casey Ferguson,
Cristabella Fortna, William Gale,
Brandon Garcia, Julianne Garner,
Justin Giaimo, Sarah Anne Gorman,
Jamie Green-Canas, Abigail

Hammond, Vanessa Handy, Christo-
pher Hedden, Jake Hogan, Jannine
Huby, Raina Jablon, Ryan Johnson,
Stanley Kanu, Jennifer Kirian, Joshua
Klapper, David Kloepfer, Jonathon
Koseoglu, Julianna Lamagna, Timo-
thy Lamberta, Michael-Andres
Ricardo Lancaster, Ava Leichtling,
Jacob Leigh, Julia Lomonte, Hannah
Lyman, Breton Liam Macneil, Isabelle
Malaussena, Elisabeth R.
Manette,Jared Mascioli, Anton
Mayorenko, Graham McAlindin, Sh-
annon McCreesh, Alexa Melnitsky,
Ethan Melville, Nicolas Merkel,
Zachary Meyers, Sophia Mineo-
Pankiewitz, Victoria O’Connor, James
Oakes-Garcia, Stephen Marfo Oduro,
Julia Pankiewitz, Breanna Patino, Grif-
fin Pawelec, Jack Pedersen, Conor
Robert Peterson, Matthew Provini,
Ryan Puri, Maryam Ramjohn,
Jonathan Gabriel Ramos, Eric
Refinski, Jelani Richardson, Margot
Rizzi, Alex Rodriguez, Martin Rogoff,
Allan Romero, William Root, Zoe
Rouder, Rachel Emily Rowen, Daniela
Marie Mirand Russo, Sadie Salgado,
Gerardo Salgado-Rengifo, Abigail
Saperstein, Rachel Schuman, Erin
Schwerdtfeger, Katelyn Scobee,
Katherine Scott, Max Seefeldt, Chris-
topher Sekiya, Shalini Shah, Kevin
Sheil, Jacob Steinberg, Tyler Stines,
Jacqueline Patricia Stovall, Garrett J.
Swaak, Jessica R. Szulc, Kyle J.
Tannenbaum, Marco L. Toupence,
Nicholas Stefan Trifiro, Rock Valian,
Steven T. Verrastro, Dakota G. Verrico,
Justin M. Walsh, Elizabeth Leah
Weinreb, Charles J. Widder, Daniel
Wilkinson, John H. Williamson, Mor-
gan M. Wilson, Abigail Yarbenet, Jes-
sica M. Yu, Imran Zubair

United Nations Panel
Planned for Westfield
WESTFIELD – The Girls Learn

International chapter at Westfield
High School is celebrating Interna-
tional Human Rights Day on Satur-
day, December 12 with “Why Hu-
man Rights Matter: A Panel Discus-
sion on the Impact of Modern Hu-
man Rights Violations”. Panelists will
make presentations on a variety of
human rights issues, both in the
United States and abroad.  The event
will take place from 7 to 8:30 pm, and
will be held at Westfield High School,
550 Dorian Road, in Cafeteria B.

Speakers include Greg Dempsey,
Canadian Mission to the United Na-
tions and Vice-Chair of the UN Third
Committee; Dana Edell, New York
University and City University of
New York Professor and founder of
SPARK Movement (an organization
combating the sexualization of girls);
Fraidy Reiss, founder of Unchained
At Last (an organization that works
to end child marriages in America);
and a representative from the Arme-
nian Relief Society (an organization
that provides educational and hu-
manitarian assistance to Armenians
throughout the world).

Union Catholic to Host
Spec. Needs Teen Night

SCOTCH PLAINS – Nancy
Richardson Saggio ’88, Union Catho-
lic (UC) faculty member and Head
Volleyball Coach, will be hosting a
Special Needs Teen Night at Union
Catholic on Friday, December 11,
2015 from 7 to 9 p.m., along with the
C.R.A.Y.O.N Club (Community
Raising Autism Yielding Opportu-
nity Now). Any child aged 12 to 17
with special needs is welcome at this
event, which will be run by the
C.R.A.Y.O.N Club at UC and its co-
moderators, Nancy Saggio and Cheryl
Rossi, fellow UC faculty member.
The night will include music, danc-
ing, face painting, games, arts and
crafts, snacks, water and juice.

This is the second time that this
event is being held. Nancy, a mother
of four, including a daughter Sammy,
who is autistic, recognized the need
for these types of events, both for
children with special needs and for
their parents, who enjoy a respite
night.

Contact Nancy by email at
nsaggio@unioncatholic.org for a
form.

UCC Faculty Receive Recog.
As Distinguished Educators

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

CRANFORD – Two Union
County College professors named
Elizabeth (Elizabeth Joyce and
Elizabeth Hawthorne) are receiving
national recognition in their respec-
tive fields of Law and Cybersecurity.
In law, Union County College’s Para-
legal Coordinator and Senior Pro-
fessor Elizabeth Joyce was elected
as the American Association for
Paralegal Education’s representative
to the American Bar Association’s
Approval Commission. In this role,
Ms. Joyce will serve on the commis-
sion that reviews and approves Para-
legal education programs through-
out the United States. The term of
the appointment will begin in Au-
gust of 2016 for one year intervals,
up to a maximum of three years.

In Cybersecurity, Elizabeth
Hawthorne earned national recog-
nition for her expertise as an edu-
cator in this field. The Association
for Computing Machinery named

her a Distinguished Educator for
2015. The ACM is the nation’s lead-
ing association of computing pro-
fessionals. Ms. Hawthorne earned
the award for her innovative edu-
cation in Cybersecurity. The crite-
ria for selection to the Distin-
guished Member grade include at
least 15 years of professional ex-
perience, five years of continuous
ACM membership, and significant
accomplishments or impact within
the computing field. The award
recognizes Ms. Hawthorne and her
affiliation as a senior professor of
Computer Science at Union.

For more information about the
majors offered at Union County
College, go to www.ucc.edu.
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GAGUM, KESS’, MAHER, KURSTEDT KEY ‘D’; VARANO TD

Blue Devils Reject Panthers
For North 2, Group 5 Crown

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Extraordinary performances
backed up by a truly “team” effort
rewarded the second-seeded Westfield
High School football Blue Devils with
a 10-7 victory over the first-seeded
Bridgewater-Raritan Panthers for the
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 5
championship before a large fan base
for both teams at MetLife Stadium in

East Rutherford on December 3. In-
terestingly, it was 38 years to the day
since the Blue Devils won their last
state title with a 33-12 triumph over
Barringer and, interestingly, like with
Bridgewater-Raritan, it was a battle
between two unbeaten teams.

The 11-1 Panthers led by 6’4" 220-
lb quarterback Eric Nickel put to-
gether three serious drives and the
first came midway through the first

quarter. With the ball on the Westfield
seven, Nickel connected with wide
receiver Ricky Tate at the three where
the ball was jarred loose and Blue
Devil junior defensive tackle Nick
Maher pounced on it at the two.

The 12-0 Blue Devils answered
with their first and longest scoring
drive of the evening. Senior quarter-
back Zach Kelly (14 of 18 passes for

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

MURRAY, HESS, MELE SELECTED BLUE DEVIL CAPTAINS

Blue Devil B-Ball Boys May
Have the Horses to Compete

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Depth and experience return for
this year’s Westfield High School boys
basketball team that finished with a
13-11 record last year with an always
extremely tough Union County sched-
ule that features top-20 teams like
The Patrick School, Linden, Union
Catholic and Plainfield.

“We’ve got to replace a couple of
key guys. Danny Mitchell and Sean
Elliott were kids who played for me
for four years, so anytime you replace
four-year players it’s not easy. But we
are excited about the group we have
coming back. As long as we stay
healthy. That’s what I have been say-

ing all year and we’ve already been hit
by the bug a little,” Blue Devil Head
Coach Daryl Palmieri said.

The “bug” did bite senior co-cap-
tain Parker Hess and Andrejs
Rumpeters, who are expected to get
back into action soon, and senior Chris
Boutsikaris, who may be out for the
season. But returning senior co-cap-
tains Owen Murray and Nick Mele,
and junior Matt LaCorte have a lot to
offer.

“Our core group of guys are ready
to go and are very experienced. The
key right now is to get the contribu-
tions from the other guys. I know that
Nick, Parker, Owen and Matt LaCorte
played a ton last year. OK, who is

going to fill in that time now? Who is
going to fill in these other spots and
give these guys a rest and be able to
play in the post for us? That’s really
what we are trying to figure out,”
Coach Palmieri said. “We may not
know that by the first game. The
football guys haven’t even been here
yet [interview was December 2]. Once
they get here, we will reevaluate ev-
erything.”

Last year, Murray rolled in 207
points (3 3-pointers) but led the team
with 157 rebounds and in assists with
93. Murray also had 47 steals, seven
blocks and 19 deflections.

“Owen is one of those kids that

SCHETELICH 4 TD PASSES, 2 TD RUNS; SZEKERES 2 INT

Cranford Silences Chatham
For Grid State Crown, 50-23

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

One year of waiting and very hard
work allowed the Cranford High
School football Cougars to achieve
their goal, securing a North 2, Group
3 championship, by defeating the
Chatham Cougars, 50-23, at Kean
University’s Cougar Stadium in
Union on December 4. How ironic,
Cougars verses Cougars at the home
of the Cougars and it was the Cranford
Cougars who boosted their record to
12-0, the best in school history.

Cranford senior quarterback Jack
Schetelich did not need to carry the
ball much but when he did, he plunged
through the Chatham lines for a pair
of one-yard touchdowns. The most
damage he did, however, came
through the air when he connected

for 12 of 15 passes for 235 yards and
four touchdowns (TD).

Schetelich wisely chose four re-
ceivers. Senior Joe Norton had four
receptions for 75 yards, including
TDs of 15 yards and a wide-open 39
yards. Junior Ryan Bakie had three
receptions for 64 yards, which in-
cluded a 20-yard TD. Bakie (41 yards
rushing) also had a 30-yard TD run.
Senior Sean Leonard had four recep-
tions for 77 yards, including TDs of
17 and 24 yards. Leonard (3 carries,
47 yards) also had a two-point con-
version run. Will Budries had a 19-
yard reception.

“It was definitely with our offen-
sive coordinator, Coach Chick [Mark
Ciccotelli], those play calls were just
genius. It’s great having all those
weapons,” Schetelich.

Chatham spearheaded by quarter-
back Alex Sands posed a threat im-
mediately and got to the Cranford 24
before the drive was stuffed. Cranford
took over possession but was forced
to punt. Chatham blocked the punt
and took over at the Cranford 15. A
sack and a bad snap back-peddled
Chatham to the 46 where Sands fired
a pass down the left sideline but
Cranford cornerback Chris Szekeres
intercepted at the 10 and returned it to
midfield. Seven plays later, Schetelich
connected with Leonard for a 17-
yard TD with 3:01 left in the first
quarter.

From that point, Cranford sat in the
driver’s seat thanks to Szekeres, who
added his second interception, this
time at the Chatham 15. It took only

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

Charles Mulrooney for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DEFENSE STEPPING UP BIG...Junior defensive end Owen Kessler, No. 64, and senior Mike O’Connor, No. 42, crunch
the Panther running back at MetLife Stadium on December 3. The Blue Devils won the North 2, Group 5 Crown, 10-7.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

NORTH 2, GROUP 3 STATE CHAMPS...The Cranford Cougars celebrate after defeating the Chatham Cougars, 50-23,
at Cougar Stadium at Kean University in Union on December 4. Cranford finished with a perfect 12-0 record. See more
photos at www.goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports.

More photos at www.goleader
Ballyhoo Sports

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

OPTICAL ILLUSION...Senior co-captains Owen Murray, left, and Nick Mele, right, palm their basketballs to display a
larger appearance, while senior co-captain Parker Hess keeps his close to his waist.
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Blue Devils Reject Panthers, 10-7, for Grid Crown
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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Did anyone see WHS’s 12-0 foot-
ball season coming?

OK, the players and coaches had
high hopes, ending preseason prac-
tices with a “MetLife” chant. But not
even the biggest, boldest, oldest, most
obnoxious WHS fan would’ve pre-
dicted it. In other words, no, I did not
see that one coming.

Twelve is a number of victories
that Westfield had never accomplished
in its first 118 years. The previous
best was 11 in 1977, and before that
10 in 1944, 1947 and 1976.

Zero is a number of losses that
Westfield has more experience with,
having now achieved that number 16
times. The first unbeaten squad was
in 1901 and the most recent in 1977.

(Note: December 3 is becoming an
iconic day for me. In addition to
WHS’s last two sectional football
championships being won on that

day – 33-12 over Barringer in 1977
and 10-7 over Bridgewater-Raritan
last Thursday – it is also the day the
Beatles released Rubber Soul, their
greatest album, although fans of Help,
Revolver and Sgt. Pepper may dis-
agree.)

In a lifetime of great WHS happen-
ings, it will be tough to top last Thurs-
day. Two hours of tailgating outside
Giants Stadium was a near-baccha-
nalian cross between Woodstock and
the night before an Alabama-Auburn
game. My 25-year-old mind and 70-
year-old body were numbed. There
were literally thousands upon thou-
sands upon thousands of WHS grads,
moms, dads, grandparents, brothers,
sisters, PAL players – even the Grand
Dame of Westfield Football, Alice
Kehler, wife of the legendary coach
Gary Kehler – in the house. It was
dizzying.

And the game hadn’t even started.

The two things that will forever
stick out to me – aside from great
plays by two great teams – were, 1)
looking at the sea of bundled-up-in-
blue WHS fans packing the lower
level of Giants Stadium from one end
zone to the 20-yard line, and 2) the
WHS players, led by Jelani Pierre
and Tom Morley, racing to the stands
after the game to thank those fans.

Bridgewater brought a good crowd,
but their side was dwarfed by the
Blue Devil backers in the crowd that
msgvarsity.com estimated between
10,000 and 12,000. It was WHS’s
biggest football game in either 17
years (the last sectional title game in
1998 vs. Morristown) or 38 years
(the ’77 game) and Westfielders
treated it as such.

The Panthers’ game plan was simple:
stop Jack Curry and make quarterback
Zach Kelly beat them. That plan was
helped when Curry reinjured his ankle
before halftime and was “limited” to
80 yards. Kelly had been having a hot
and cold season. He started the season
hot – completing 32 of 52 passes in the
first three games – then went cold and
was just 20 of 46 the next eight games.
Junior Phil Martini took over in game
four and the two had pretty much
alternated ever since. Whoever was
hottest played. On Thanksgiving morn-
ing, Kelly started 1-for-4 and Martini
came in and was 8-for-11. Both had
passed for over 700 yards going into
the title game, but coach Jim DeSarno
went with his senior in the title game.
And Kelly really rose to the occasion,
hitting 14 of 19 passes for 136 yards
and keeping the chains moving to get

Let’s Just Savor
The 12-0 Season

out of the shadows of the end zone
after several goal-line stands.

Fact is, this championship felt even
better than the one in 1977. Back then
WHS football being great was an
annual event, and undefeated sea-
sons seemed to happen every year, or
every other year if we were in a slump.
This game returned that feeling to the
team and to the town, with the addi-
tion of the firetrucks and police es-
cort through town.

One interested observer down in
North Carolina was Dick Zimmer, a
longtime assistant and head coach,
who will be inducted into the Westfield
Athletic Hall of Fame next November.

“First of all, we coached in the
Dark Ages compared to what they
teach now. Other than several ‘oles’
the defense played tough and aggres-
sive. Curry and Kelly are at home and
excelling because of that offense.

(Owen) Kessler is another Bret
Schundler (1976 all-stater). What the
hell is in the water in that town? We
didn’t have any adults that size. Maybe
we missed the boat by being so con-
servative, but I doubt it.”

Zimmer was especially impressed
with Kelly.

“We never asked a quarterback to
do what Kelly does, and with so little
effort,” Zimmer said. “He was very
impressive with skills, cool under fire,
and a great leader, one his teammates
can rely on in the tough going.

“My hat is raised to the coaches,
players and community for their ac-
complishments and support.”

And this from Pete Braun (’61), a
two-time all-state selection and star
linebacker at West Point, who is 72
years old and still bleeds blue:

“Coach DeSarno and his staff have
done a first-rate job with those kids.
Their fundamentals are excellent,

whether it’s tackling, blocking or just
general ball handling. And the low
number of fumbles and penalties is
also indicative of good coaching. The
Westfield team presented a classy,
talented and well-coached team for
the whole state to see.”

Scott Selert (’77) and Paul
Harbaugh (’80) are former players
and veteran coaches of the PAL ‘A’
team, a feeder system to the high
school. Selert was an end/safety – his
backup at both spots was a fellow
named Butch Woolfolk – who gradu-
ated the June before the ’77 season,
and Harbaugh was a two-way tackle
on the two teams that followed it.

“Finally, finally,” Selert said as he
headed into the parking lot.

“I felt the ’70s (Thursday) night,”
Harbaugh said. “Just replaced the
Boone’s Farm (wine) with a Stella.”

“Twelve and oh,” defensive coach
Ken Miller (’84) said. “First time,
baby!”

FOOTBALL UPDATE
Two school records fell last Thurs-

day. Curry broke Butch Woolfolk’s
38-year-old single-season rushing
record, finishing with 1,709 yards to
Woolfolk’s 1,637. And Mike
Moriarty’ 23-yard field goal in the
second period was his eighth of the
year, breaking the mark he had shared
with Kevin Lasher (1982) and Jon
Gribbin (2011). The team finished
with 412 points, just one shy of the
school record set by the ’77 team.

Prediction: Shea Elliott, a 6’0" 185-
lb sophomore, will fill the inside line-
backer role that Mike O’Connor and
Jack Simcox have handled the past

two four years.
FREGA MVP IN NEW YORK
Speaking of inside linebackers, Kevin

Frega, a starter on WHS’s 2013 team as
a sophomore, was the defensive MVP
as Cazenovia High (13-0) captured the
New York class B championship with a
22-19 victory over Schuylerville in
Syracuse’s Carrier Dome.

Two seasons back, Frega had 55
tackles and was one of four 10th-
graders starting on defense, along
with Mike O’Connor, Brett
Robertshaw and Owen Colwell. Of-
fensive guard Tom Morley was a fifth
sophomore starter. That team went 6-
4, losing to Ridge 35-28 in the sec-
tional semifinals.

Following the sudden death of his
father Mark in March 2014, the
Fregas moved to Cazenovia, outside
Syracuse. Frega, who also wrestles
and plays lacrosse, is now a 6-foot,

215-pounder and was the team’s cap-
tain. He hopes to attend West Point
next fall.

Christina Frega and family were
among the hundreds of transplants
around the country following watch-
ing Thursday’s game on their com-
puter via msgvarsity.com. “Kevin and
I were so happy for Westfield,” she
said.
WHS LOADED FOR FUTURE
The Westfield PAL ‘A’ team went

10-1 this fall and won its fourth
straight NJSYFL Super Bowl title. A
lot of credit goes to QB Hank Shapiro,
runners Tim Alliegro, Colin Freer
and Nick Martini and ends Henry
Meiselman and Colin Elliott.

But the O-line of Bryan Felter,
Johnny Bracco, Declan McCauley,
Sean Link, Matt O’Connor and
Brendan Harrington was at the heart
of the team’s success. There are some
familiar names there: Felter’s brother

Jeff was the WHS center last year;
McCauley’s brother Jack is WHS’s
center this year as a sophomore; and
O’Connor’s older brother Mike is a
three-year starting linebacker and co-
captain this fall. Other legacies in-
clude Martini, brother of WHS quar-
terback Phil; Elliott, brother of WHS
graduates Ryan, Dylan and Sean;
Justin Chambliss, son of Dondi (’80);
Meiselman, son of Jamie (’86), and
Reid Colwell, brother of current LB
Owen. This team was 42-2 the past
four years, so Thursday night should
not be the last time WHS plays in the
North Jersey swamps.

The 6-foot-2, 275-pound Felter is a
two-way tackle and the team’s most
visible player. An eighth-grader at
Edison Intermediate School, he is
rated by Youth1.com Sports as the
No. 1 offensive lineman in the coun-
try for the Class of 2020 and the No.
22 overall recruit.

For the second straight year, Felter
will be playing in next month’s Foot-
ball University Youth All-American
Bowl in San Antonio, Texas. “My
goal is to be the best offensive line-
man on the field,” Felter said.

The staff for the ‘A’ team featured
head coach Greg Zrebiec, and assis-
tants Norman (Dondi) Chambliss,
Todd Felter, Paul Harbaugh, John
McCauley, Scott Selert and Ken
Shapiro.

THIS AND THAT
At the annual Turkey Trot, WHS

cross-country alums Rachel
Ackerman, Jackie Cusimano and
Claire Tafelski finished 1-2-3 in the
women’s 30-34 age group.

This photo shows about half of the Westfield stands in the second period. The crowd at MetLife Stadium was estimated at
around 11,000 for the Blue Devils’ 10-7 win over Bridgewater-Raritan in the North 2 Group 5 championship game.

Tom Morley, Jack Curry and the rest of the Blue Devils thank their fans after their 10-7 win over Bridgewater-Raritan in
the North 2 Group 5 championship game at MetLife Stadium.
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Hye-Young Choi
Sales Associate

Top 1% of all Coldwell Banker Agents Internationally

Member of Coldwell Banker President’s Elite

#1 REALTOR, Westfield East Office, Total Production 11 Consecutive Years!

Email:  hyeyoungchoi1@gmail.com
Direct:  (908) 301-2015
Cell:  (908) 938-9248

Westfield East Office: 209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-5555

ColdwellBankerHomes.com
© 2015 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

126 yards) engineered a drive that
consisted of 10 running plays, five
passes and a 23-yard field goal by
Mike Moriarty with 9:36 left in the
half. During that drive, senior run-
ning back Jack Curry had a key 20-
yard run and a nine-yard run, flanker
Jack Shirk (6 receptions, 46 yards)
had receptions of five yards and 12
yards, split end Jelani Pierre (4 recep-
tions, 54 yards) had a 16-yard recep-
tion and senior JD Marner had a four-
yard reception that brought the ball to
the Panther 10.

Early in the second quarter, Nickel,
whose offensive line had been pro-

viding very good protection, went for
the long shot and fired the ball deep
down the right side but free safety Sid
Douglas got a hand on it to bat it
away. The Blue Devils’ defense lim-
ited the Panthers to 29 rushing yards
on 12 carries in the first half and
Nickel completed four of seven passes
for 51 yards.

The Blue Devils had another drive
working well until Curry, who car-
ried 18 times for 80 yards in the half,
was injured at the Panther eight then
a 10-yard penalty and an 11-yard
sack forced them to punt. Junior Matt
Varano replaced Curry and the de-
fense held. Curry did have a one-
yard carry in the second half but had
to return to the sidelines.

Trailing 3-0 in the third quarter, the
Panthers took the opening kickoff
then took 10 plays to get to the
Westfield five. But now the Blue Devil
defense was finally putting on the
intense pressure and it began with

junior defensive tackle Jeff Gagum,
who chased down Nickel and threw
him for a 15-yard loss setting up a
fourth down and a 37-yard field goal
attempt but junior defensive end
Owen Kessler blocked it.

“I kept running until I saw him. He
started to cut back. I didn’t want him
to score, so I did what I had to do,”
Gagum said. “We bend but don’t
break. We practice hard. Our coaches
said when we were 11-0, ‘Let’s keep
going. It’s not over yet’.”

Later, the Panthers got possession
at midfield but after a 10-yard pen-
alty and a six-yard sack by Kessler
they were forced to punt and Westfield
took over at its 27. In addition to
Varano’s short running gains, Kelly

connected with Shirk, Pierre and jun-
ior tight end Kyle Dombrowski twice
for 11 yards each. His second recep-
tion sat the ball on the Panther five.
On fourth-and-goal from the one,
Varano nosed in for the touchdown
with 8:20 remaining in the game.

“Kyle made two amazing catches.
He’s been learning from Bouts [Chris
Boutsikaris]. Bouts tore his ACL.
Everyone knows how good he is and
Kyle has been learning from him the
last couple of weeks in practice. Kyle’s
a tremendous athlete, he’s going to
Denver for lacrosse. It’s unbelievable
to see him do that,” Kelly said.

The Panthers were not done snarl-
ing yet, began their final drive at their
own 31 and moved to the Westfield
two. This time, senior linebacker
Owen Colwell delivered a five-yard
sack. After junior defensive back
Ishmael Glasco tackled Nickel at the
four to set up a fourth down, Nickel
flicked a pass into the end zone but
senior linebacker Jacob Kurstedt in-
tercepted with 1:45 remaining in the
game.

The Blue Devils drained time off
the clock and set up to punt but Pan-
ther Cole Harper blocked it and re-
covered it in the end zone with 14
seconds remaining. An onside kick
followed, Westfield recovered but a
penalty allowed the Panthers to try it
again. This time the ball bounced out
of bounds and it was time for the BlueProbitas Verus Honos

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe
CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

Charles Mulrooney for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DELIVERING A KEY SACK...Junior defensive tackle Jeff Gagum, No. 41, chases Panther quarterback Eric Nickel down
and delivers a 15-yard sack at MetLife Stadium on December 3. The Blue Devils won the North 2, Group 5 Crown, 10-7.

Charles Mulrooney for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SLIPING THE TACKLE...Junior flanker Jack Shirk, No. 5, hops over a Panther would be tackler during the North 2 Group
5 State Championship game at MetLife Stadium on December 3.
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Area stores that carry The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

King's Supermarket
300 South Ave. (Leader)

Shoprite Supermarket
563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Mountainside
921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

Baron's Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Robert Treat Deli
113 Quimby St. (Leader)

Westfield Train Station
South side (Leader/Times)

Krauszer's
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Mini Mart
301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

7-11 of Westfield
1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Wallis Stationery
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

7-11 of Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)

BRYANT, PHILIPPE, CANNON, WUSTEFELD STAND OUT

Raiders Expect Some Success
From Some ‘No Name’ Matmen

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Call them “no names” but this year’s
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
wrestling team, due to the graduation
of several super athletes, will fill their
lineup with several little known
matmen but that does not necessarily
mean that they will be pushovers.

“We have a great group of wres-
tlers coming back. Last season, we
lost some of our major wrestlers. Brian
Lapham, Alex Mirabella, JT Beirne,
Tommy Cunningham are all doing
successful at the next level. But what’s
great about our team is a lot of the
guys who were right behind them
were working with them, which re-
ally allowed them to step up their
game with wrestling skills,” Head

Coach Marc Fabiano, who was an
Assistant Coach last year, said. “We
are looking strong. The kids are work-
ing hard in the wrestling room and in
the weight room during the off-sea-
son.”

With 47 wrestlers, two rooms will
be used and the Raiders have eight
seniors who are expected to be in the
starting lineup. And every slot will be
filled.

“We have a big group of seniors.
We have our younger guys who are
ready to get into the varsity lineup, so
it’s exciting to see this whole group
get together,” Coach Fabiano said.

Of the group of seniors, two, Jalen
Bryant and Jashmar Philippe appear
to be on a mission. Last year, Bryant
competed at 182-lbs, placed second

in the district and finished with a 16-
17 record. His outstanding perfor-
mance on the football field this year
has honed him into an even tougher
opponent who will compete at 195-
lbs.

“Jalen, I call him a machine. He
does not stop. He has a motor in him
that is unlike anybody I have seen in
a while. From football season, he’s
carrying that over into the wrestling
room. He’s one of the guys I look to
for the younger guys to see. He’s got
a double [leg takedown] like nobody
I’ve seen,” Coach Fabiano said.

Philippe has been in the thick of
things and has proven that opponents
better not make any mistakes when
facing him. Last year, he placed sec-

GOZDIESKI, ANDERSON, HOERLE NAMED CAPTAINS

Blue Devil Matmen Commit
To Hard Work, Improvement

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

What showed up on the mat at the
beginning of the season last year
changed drastically for the better to-
wards the end of the season and the
same may be expected from this year’s
Westfield High School wrestling team
that has a number of energetic under-
classmen.

Coming down the home stretch,
the Blue Devils defeated Brearley
and pulled off stunning upsets of the
Governor Livingston Highlanders,
who placed second in the Union
County Tournament (UCT), and
Scotch Plains-Fanwood then toppled
Linden in the North Jersey, Section 2,
Group 4 Tournament before falling to
top-seeded North Hunterdon to fin-

ish with an 11-7 record.
“We’ve got kids in the room who

are willing to work. The kids who are
showing up every day are committed
to getting better. And I think that’s
what we are going to do over the
course of the season. The thing that
we found over the years is the kids
who work the hardest find success. If
we can get every kid stepping on the
mat working their hardest, we will be
in good shape,” Blue Devil Head
Coach Glen Kurz said.

Fortunately, these underclassmen
have several upperclassmen with fine
credentials who could steer them on
the right course with senior co-cap-
tains Jarek Gozdieski (160-lbs), Devin
Anderson (182-lbs) and Chris Hoerle
(113-lbs). Gozdieski, who came ever

so close to qualifying for Atlantic
City, placed first in the district at 160-
lbs and finished 29-8.

“He should have been in Atlantic
City. That left a little sour taste with
him. He could have felt sorry for him-
self last year but he refocused his
goals. He’s been on a mission all sum-
mer and through the fall,” Coach Kurz
said. “He’s going to have a good year.”

Anderson jumped onto the scene
from obscurity his sophomore sea-
son to finish with a 21-11 record last
year. Anderson jumped up to 182-lbs
this season.

“Devin really stepped up last year.
Now we are going to be leaning on
him as a senior as a captain. He’s going
to pull through for us,” Kurz said.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14
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Don
Villane

Don
Villane

Don
Villane

Don
Villane

SCOTCH PLAINS. Located on a cul-de-sac, this new home
features everything you need! From a graceful first floor flow to
generous sized bedrooms. 1st floor includes LR, DR, EIK, FR w/gas
FP & Powder rm. 2nd floor features Large Master suite, 3 addt`l bedrooms, main
bath, laundry room & access to unfinished walkup attic. Unfinished basement is
roughed for a full bathroom. Most options still available to customize for now. Under
construction - completion expected Feb/Mar 2016. $775,000.

Sales Associate
of the Month

NEW CONSTRUCTION
SCOTCH PLAINS. Another effortless flow with great attention
to detail. Home in an ideal convenient neighborhood. Close to
schools, places of worship, parks and downtown SP. First floor
provides an open flow living space. Second floor consists of large Master Bedroom
Suite, 3 generously sized Bedrooms, laundry room and access to unfinished walkup
attic (easy to finish if desired). Currently under construction expected completion Jan
2016 - Over 3300 sq ft with finished basement. $799,000.

NEW CONSTRUCTION

SCOTCH PLAINS. Hardi Plank siding with warm, welcoming
colors. Large pool sized yard is ideal for entertaining. Close to
schools, places of worship, parks and minutes to downtown. 2nd
floor features large master suite, 3 additional bedrooms and convenient laundry room.
Finish basement with full bathroom and recreational rm. Walkup attic with ease for
future finish. 2 car attached garage. Over 3300 sq ft. Kitchen cab, tile and trim are
being installed. Completion- Early January 2016. $825,000.

NEW CONSTRUCTION
WESTFIELD. 5BR, 4.1Bth Home with 2 car detach garage. Relax
on the full width front porch or BBQ on the back patio with sliders
that bring you into the open EIK, dinette and FR. FDR, LR/study,
powder room and convenient mudroom finish off the 1st floor. Switch back stairs
open from the fin bsmt up to the fin 3rd floor. 2nd floor has 4 BR, 3 Baths and laundry
rm. Fin 3rd floor is open with access to storage. Finished basement features "Villane"
Building signature walk out basement, Bath and storage. $1,400,000.

NEW CONSTRUCTION

Don Villane
Top Lister for the

Month of
November

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14
David B. Corbin (February 2015 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LOOKING TO MAKE IT TO A.C....Senior Jarek Gozdieski, left, came up an overtime loss short of qualifying for the
NJSIAA Tournament in Atlantic City last year. This year, Gozdieski plans to take that necessary extra step.

David B. Corbin (February 2015 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PREPARING FOR A VERY SUCCESSFUL SEASON...Raider senior Jalen Bryant, front, will compete at 195-lbs and is
looking to have a very successful season.
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Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425 • Call 908-232-4407 • email PDF Ad to sales@goleader.com

Goods & Services You Need

  

OLIVER A

PAVING

908-753-7281

Driveways • Parking Lots

Seal Coating • Railroad Ties

Belgian Block Curbing

Drainage Problems

Cement Sidewalks

“Serving the area for over 60 years”

Family Owned & Operated
Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

Lawn Sprinklers

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
(908) 276-1062

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

Luxury Rentals for Adults 55+
The Club at Autumn Ridge offers remarkable 55+ living in Union Township. 
Experience total luxury in an elegantly appointed 1- or 2-bedroom apartment. 
Enjoy full-time access to the community clubhouse with its heated pool, fitness 
center and cyber-library, plus an Activities Director who puts the focus on fun. 

Call 866.379.4541 for hours and directions
ClubAtAutumnRidge.com

1200 Ridge Drive, Union Township, NJ 07083

Raider Boys Take to Court
With New Hoops Head Coach

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

It is a season of change for Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School basket-
ball. In 2015-2016, both the boys and
the girls’ teams will head into action
with new head coaches. Steven
Siracusa takes over for Dan Doherty
at the helm of the boys’ program this
season. Siracusa spent the previous
four years at New Providence High
School as the Assistant Varsity bas-
ketball coach, as well as an Assistant
football and Assistant baseball coach.

In recent years, the Raiders have
struggled against the rugged compe-
tition in Union County. Last year they
posted a 5-16 overall record. A lack
of size has been problematic for the
Raiders. Siracusa hopes that this
year’s team is slightly better equipped
to deal with that reality.

“We have a couple of players whose
size can help us this year,” said
Siracusa. “Isiah Thompson, Nigel
Nelson, Danny Baliko, Peter Yarem,
Peter Warren and Cooper Heisey are
tall, athletic and strong.”

It remains to be seen if any players
from among that group will be able to
stack up against the powerful front
lines they will face in the area. Last
year the Raider offense was a guard-
driven attack featuring the prolific
scoring talent of Leo Ramos who
tallied 58 points in a single contest
last year. Ramos has since graduated

and moved on the The College of
New Jersey. His point production will
be missed.

“We do not plan for just one or two
guys to replace Leo’s scoring,” said
Siracusa. “It will be more of a team
effort where we plan on playing to-
gether, running our offense, and tak-
ing great shots. I think we have enough
talented players that if they play to-
gether and execute the offense, are all
capable of scoring 10+ points on any
given night.”

Ramos is one of eight seniors lost
to graduation leaving a lot of spots to
fill on the floor. Siracusa will choose
from a small core of experienced
returnees to lead the team.

A pair of seniors return in guard
Aaron Lee and forward Marquel Tay-
lor along with forwards Baliko (se-
nior) and junior Nigel Nelson.

Siracusa is optimistic that a group
of athletic young players will step up
to contribute on this year’s team.

“I think we have talented under-
classmen who can help us this year
and in years to come,” says Siracusa.
“Peter Yarem and Peter Warren, both
junior forwards, are tough, strong play-
ers that can rebound the ball, set good
screens and play great defense. Teddy
Willmott (junior), Jack Brady (sopho-
more), Tommy Drubulis (sophomore)
and Lamont Cruse (sophomore) are
all guards that are capable of helping
take care of the ball, shooting and

playing great defense.”
Siracusa mentions solid defense as

the expected hallmark for this year’s
squad.

“Fans can expect to see a team that
is dedicated to playing tough half
court defense. On the offensive end,
we will try to control the tempo by
executing our offensive sets and get-
ting great shots,” said Siracusa.

With the season at hand, Siracusa
remains confident but realistic about
the team’s future.

“There are obviously a lot of tal-
ented teams in our Conference and
County,” says Siracusa. “All of whom
will be tough opponents. Every team
in our Conference will be good, and
then there’s Roselle Catholic, Patrick
School and Linden, who are always
very tough teams year in and year
out. However, instead of concerning
ourselves with the opponents we will
face, I’d rather our team focus on the
things we can control and us getting
better each and every day. Our main
goal as a team is to focus on improv-
ing and getting better each and every
day. I would really like for our team
to play hard, play smart and play
together. We have a good, talented
mix of sophomores through seniors,
who have been hungry to learn and
improve. If we can really focus on the
fundamentals and taking care of the
things that we can control, I think it
will take care of the results.”

High Hopes, McKenna Takes
Over Raider Girls Basketball

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Ryan McKenna takes over for
Camille Mammolite as head coach of
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls basketball team. Having
spent the last two seasons as the assis-
tant coach, McKenna is very familiar
with the players on this year’s team.
McKenna inherits a team with many
returning players from last year’s
squad that rallied to post a 9-13 record
after a very slow start.

At one point late in the season, the
Raiders had reeled off six straight
wins and they were playing their best
basketball when the Union County
Tournament rolled around. The Raid-
ers advanced to the semifinals before
losing a very close game to Westfield.
McKenna recalls the turning point in
the Raider fortunes last year.

“Last year when we played Sum-
mit the second time around, our team
finally started believing in their abil-
ity and working as a cohesive unit,”
said McKenna. “We had just come
off another loss to GL by a large
deficit. Confidence wasn’t particu-
larly high. But, as the Summit game
went along confidence built. By the
time we played Westfield again the
team had gelled and were a more
confident group. They felt they were
much better than their seed repre-
sented, but hadn’t played well enough
early enough.”

The Raiders will return that team
largely intact. The most significant
graduation loss was center Thabitha
Dwunfour. Also departing is senior
point guard Myaysia Taylor, who
transferred back to Piscataway after
one season as a Raider.

Senior Micaiah Battle returns after
opening eyes as a scorer last season.
Battle averaged 12.6 ppg from her
forward spot, including dropping in
31 points in a single game against
Rahway. Battle also averaged 6.5 re-
bounds per game. The Raiders will
need for Battle to provide consistent
scoring and leadership this season.
So far all signs are positive.

“Micaiah Battle is very talented,”
said McKenna. “She got better as the
season progressed. She is proving to
be a real leader in practice and has
stepped up her game on the defensive
end.”

Also returning is sophomore
frontcourt player Nya Downing. As a
freshman, Downing could often times
be a dominant low post presence. A
strong physical player and relentless
rebounder, Downing averaged 7.1
points per game and 8.8 rebounds per
contest. Expect both numbers to im-
prove, as Downing appears even stron-

ger this season.
“Nya worked incredibly hard in

the off season. She came off the bench
last year, but is ready for an increased
role both offensively and defensively,”
said McKenna.

A pair of seniors also returns in
Caroline Babis and Kara Foley. This
experienced duo will help provide
leadership in the frontcourt. Each
player provides a different skill set
for the Raiders.

“Babis is our best defender and is a
spark whenever she is out there,” said
McKenna. “I expect the same from
her this year. Foley suffered through
a concussion last year, which left her
on the bench for a large portion of the
season. I expect her to be put into
good situations where she can shoot.
She’s a terrific shooter.”

Laura Charos is another returning
senior who will play in the backcourt.
Charos is a long-range gunner that
offers a three-point shooting threat.
Sophomore Brianna O’Brien returns
after splitting time with Myaysia Tay-
lor at the point guard position last
season. O’Brien is a capable ball han-
dler, who can also swing to the shoot-
ing guard spot, a likely scenario for
her this season.

With a good core of returning play-
ers already in place, the growing ex-
citement over the coming season got
a real boost with the addition of sev-
eral talented newcomers to the roster.
Chief among those new arrivals is
Amani Williams, who returns after
playing last year for The Patrick
School. Williams, a talented point
guard averaged 10.3 points per game
for The Patrick School and is ex-
pected to lead the Raider offense.

“We have a good mix of returning
players, plus some great additions,”
said McKenna. “Amani Williams.
She’s a terrific point guard, who is the
catalyst for our offense. She makes
everyone around her better.”

The Raiders’ roster will also ben-
efit from the addition of sophomore
Erica Muskus. As a standout soccer
player, Muskus will bring tireless
energy and athleticism to the
backcourt.

Also on board will be junior, Sum-
mer Sheppard. who will compete in
the backcourt and senior Shay
Blechinger-Slocum, who will see ac-
tion at center. Freshman guard
Stephanie DeVizio rounds out the
lineup.

Given the mix of experienced re-
turning players and the injection of
talented new talent, The raiders look
to be in line for a big step up this
season. The pieces are definitely in
place for the Raiders to make a run at

the traditional county powers.
“There are always such great teams

and coaches in Union County,” says
McKenna. “You have to be on the top
of your game every night because
anyone can beat anyone. Year to year
the power seems to change hands, but
Roselle Catholic has probably been
the most consistent team these last
few years. With that said, great play-
ers step up for their teams every year
so I’m sure there will be a few teams
that surprise with their success.”

With increased expectations
McKenna knows there is added pres-
sure for his team. He understands full
well the competition his team will
face night in and night out in one of
the more powerful counties in the
state. He plans to set goals that are
focused and measured.

“Our goal is to go 1-0 every night,”
said McKenna. “Scotch Plains was a
really successful team in the early
part of the 2000s. But that time has
come and gone. We have struggled
the last few years, but I believe the
girls are focused, excited and prepar-
ing themselves to put their best foot
forward. The girls played well in their
fall league and have impressed the
coaching staff early on. We won’t
look behind as to what happened last
year nor will we look too far ahead.
It’s a day by day process for our
program.”

David B. Corbin (January 2015 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

EXPECTING TO HAVE A SUCCESSFUL SEASON...The Raiders will need senior Micaiah Battle, center, to provide
consistent scoring and leadership this season. Battle averaged 12.6 ppg from her forward spot, including dropping in 31
points in a single game against Rahway.

Hoerle also was not even a blip on
the radar screen his sophomore sea-
son but placed second in the district at
113-lbs and garnered a 16-17 record

last year by coming on stronger and
stronger as the season progressed.

“I said Chris Hoerle is going to
make a big step from his sophomore
to his junior year. He did. I think he
had that same kind of summer, so I
am expecting an even bigger jump
from Hoerle,” Kurz said.

Junior Jack Miller also made vast
improvement from his freshman year
to place third in the district at 152-lbs
and finish 15-7 last year, although he
was on the sidelines for several
matches with an injury. Miller has
jumped up two weight classes to 170-
lbs this season.

“Jack Miller had a real nice sum-
mer. He had great wins. He wrestled
some top kids,” Coach Kurz said.

Junior Phil Ricca, who placed second
at the Roselle Park Tournament at 195-
lbs but did not compete in post season
last year, will compete at 220-lbs.

“Phil Ricca really made a nice jump
over the summer. He’s going to be
strong at 220. When he decides to
wrestle, he can really wrestle. He just
needs to make sure he opens it up,”
Kurz said.

Another junior who is going to
make headway will be Zach
Rabinowitz, who had to spot oppo-
nents several pounds last year at 106-

lbs but has filled into the class this
season.

“Zach made nice progress in the
off-season. It’s nice to have an upper-
classman and a leader at the bottom
of your lineup. He’s going to have a
very good year,” Coach Kurz said.

Freshman Emmet Smith will com-
pete at 120-lbs, senior Ben Kwok will
be at 145-lbs and several are in the
mix at 152-lbs with seniors Ryan
Bass and Doug Smith and sopho-
more Isaiah Reese.

“It’s the same thing every year.
This is going to be a better team in
February than it is in December. We
are definitely going to have some
growing pains. We are going to have
our kids who will be winning tourna-
ments, winning ninety percent or
maybe some of them winning 100
percent of their duals,” Coach Kurz
said. “The success of the team is
going to hinge on how the newer guys
that were JV last year, how they
progress. Guys who are stepping into
the lineup for the first time. We ex-
pect them to take their lumps. We
expect them to persevere and learn
from it an get better.”

The Blue Devils will host Union in
their season opener on Friday, De-
cember 18, at 6:30 p.m.

ond in the district at 126-lbs and
finished with a 19-17 record. This
season, he will compete at 132-lbs.

“He has always seen tough compe-
tition around the county, around the
area but seeing him in the wrestling
room this year, he’s focused. He’s
working hard. He’s another leader
that is stepping up just by his work
ethic. He is improving his skills one
thing at a time. It’s nice because
Jashmar is picking up a lot on his feet
from [assistant] coach John Nye,”
Coach Fabiano said.

Senior Nadin Korkmaz came from
out of nowhere last year to place third
in the district at 113-lbs. He will
occupy the 120-lb spot this season.

“Nadim stepped up strong. He
started out as a JV and transitioned to
a varsity wrestler last year. He contin-
ued on during the off-season as a leader
putting the guys through workouts,
organizing the team. He’s been a leader

in the room,” Coach Fabiano said.
Of the remaining seniors, Willy

Benevides will compete at 126-lbs,
Guillame Hardy at 145-lbs, Brandon
Miguelino at 160-lbs, George Ramos at
182-lbs and Frank DiNizo at 220-lbs.

Several underclassmen have also
shown that they have talent. Sopho-
more Jack Cannon placed second in
the district at 120-lbs last year and
finished 19-14. This season he is ex-
pected in the 132-138 range. Several
sophomores are in the lineup. Sam
Wustefeld competed at 152-lbs but
was injured midway through last year.
He will jump to the 170-lb class. Nick
Palazzola and Mike Ramos will com-
pete at 138-lbs and 152-lbs, respec-
tively. Justin Sidebottom and Jacob
Perrone will occupy 106 and 113,
respectively, and Bobby Mount will
compete at heavyweight.

“We are going to have guys who
will shock a couple of guys from

other teams because they have been
hiding behind some of our super-
stars. Like Nick Palazzola, outstand-
ing wrestler, great work ethic, JV
champ last year. Also Sam Wustefeld,
Jack Cannon, two guys who have the
potential to do great things,” Coach
Fabiano pointed out.

As usual in the past few years, the
Raiders have jacked up the schedule
with such teams as Warren Hills, South
Plainfield, Cranford, Roselle Park and,
of course, the John Goles Tournament.

“It’s the same philosophy, the men-
tality here at Scotch Plains. We have
another tough schedule this year be-
cause we feel like our kids can handle
it early on in the season to prepare
them for the end of the season, dis-
tricts, regions and hopefully the
states,” Coach Fabiano said.

The Raiders will host Summit in
their season opener on Friday, De-
cember 18, at 7 p.m.

WF’s Henry Smith Receives
All-Region Honors in Soccer
KANSAS CITY, Mo. – Junior for-

ward Henry Smith (Westfield) of the
Gettysburg College men’s soccer team
picked up his second major
postseason award, earning a spot on
the National Soccer Coaches Asso-
ciation of America (NSCAA) Divi-
sion III All-Mid-Atlantic Region
Team.

Smith landed second-team honors
to become Gettysburg’s first all-re-
gion recipient since Geoff Menge ’10
captured second-team status in 2009.
Last month, Smith was named First
Team All-Centennial Conference af-
ter making his mark as a playmaker,
handing out a team-leading 12 assists
– a mark that ranked second in the
conference. He also finished second
among the Bullets and tied for eighth
in the Centennial with six goals to
lead the team in scoring with 24 points,

which placed him fifth among the
conference leaders. It was also the
most points by a Bullet since Chris
Bayon ’09 scored 27 in 2007.

Smith is tied for 13th in Division
III in total assists and ranks eighth in
assists per game (0.75). His 12 assists
are also third in single-season school
history and are the most by a Bullet
since Jason Vishio ’00 distributed a
school-record 18 in 1999. In one of
his top performances of the season,
Smith tied a school record with three
assists in Gettysburg’s 4-3 loss to
Haverford College. He also dished
out two assists in four other matches
– all Bullet victories – and scored
both of the Bullets’ goals in a 2-1
victory over Marymount University.

Gettysburg finished the year 10-5-
1, marking the team’s first 10-win
season since 2007.

Probitas Verus Honos
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WESTFIELD OFFICE | 215 North Avenue West | 908.232.5664
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Preview a Variety of our Luxury Collection Properties throughout northern and central New Jersey.

$4,950,000 LIVINGSTON
www.6WindermereCtlivingstonTwpnj.com
MONTCLAIR OFFICE | 973.744.5544

$2,649,000 WEST ORANGE TWP.
www.40EagleRidgeWay.com
LIVINGSTON | 973-992-6363

$1,820,000 COLTS NECK
www.30DeputyMinisterDrive.com
RUMSON OFFICE | 732.224.1500

$1,950,000 TEWKSBURY
www.18GlennonFarmLn.com
HUNTERDON REGIONAL OFFICE | 908.735.9700

$1,589,900 WARREN
www.12ConklinLane.com
WATCHUNG/GREEN BROOK OFFICE | 908.753.4450

$2,000,000 BERNARDSVILLE
www.1CrownviewLn.com
BASKING RIDGE OFFICE | 908-590-5000

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

RENTAL

$620,000 ELIZABETH 
www.982HardingRd.com

$4,250.00 per month  CRANFORD
www.12WoodsholeRd.com

Nadia Brunetto   
Sales Associate

Cell: 908 578-3427    
Offi  ce: 908 232-5664 x128
Nadia.Brunetto@BHHSNJ.com 
www.NadiaBrunetto.com

CONGRATULATIONS TO
WESTFIELD TOP AGENT

OF THE MONTH

OPEN HOUSE
Sunday Dec. 13th

1pm-4pm 

$1,425,000 WESTFIELD 
www.412SalterPlace.com

$305,000 GARWOOD
www.256HazelAve.com

NOW INTERVIEWING

INTERESTED

IN A CAREER IN

REAL ESTATE? 

COME JOIN OUR “TEAM”
AND THE FASTEST GROWING

BRAND IN REAL ESTATE!
2022 GRAND STREET

$569,000 SCOTCH PLAINS
www.2022GrandStreet.com

$689,000 WESTFIELD 
www.1325OverhillSt.com
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Blue Devils Reject Panthers, 10-7, for Grid Crown
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

Cranford Silences Chatham for State Grid Crown
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

REQUEST FOR QUOTES
2016 PLUMBER & ELECTRICIAN

The Township of Scotch Plains is look-
ing to solicit the services of a PLUMBER
and ELECTRICIAN. If you are interested
in submitting a quote please fill out the
quote sheet available on the Township of
Scotch Plains website scotchplainsnj.gov
or by requesting a quote sheet from the
Township Clerk via email at
blacina@scotchplainsnj.com.

The successful low quote will be re-
quired to submit the appropriate paper
work within one week after being notified in
writing that you are the apparent low quote:

* Business Registration Certificate
* Certificate of Insurance naming the

Township Insured and have the following
* General Liability, including products/

Completed Operations Limit $1,000,000.00
CSL Authority be named as additional
insured

* Auto Liability: Limit $1,000,000.00 CSL
* Workers’ Compensation Insurance-

Statutory Limits
* Completed Risk Transfer Agreement

with an embossed copy of your seal
All Quotes are to be e-mailed to

blacina@scotchplainsnj.com by De-
cember 23, 2015 at 10:00am. It is incum-
bent on the contractor to insure that the
Township has received the quote.

Any questions are to be e-mailed to
blacina@scotchplainsnj.com by De-
cember 16, 2015 at 1:00pm

The Township is not responsible to in-
sure that we have received the quote.

Please call 908-322-6700 Ext 211 to
confirm.
Alexander Mirabella
Township Manager

Bozena Lacina
Township Clerk

1 T - 12/10/15, The Times Fee: $38.25

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

ORDINANCE 15-16-S

BOND ORDINANCE
STATEMENTS AND SUMMARIES

The bond ordinance, the summary terms
of which are included herein, has been
finally adopted by the Borough of Fanwood,
in the County of Union, State of New Jer-
sey on December 7, 2015 and the 20 day
period of limitation within which a suit,
action or proceeding questioning the va-
lidity of such ordinance can be commenced,
as provided in the Local Bond Law, has
begun to run from the date of the first
publication of this statement.  Copies of the
full ordinance are available at no cost and
during regular business hours, at the Clerk’s
office for members of the general public
who request the same. The summary of
the terms of such bond ordinance follows:

TITLE: BOND ORDINANCE
PROVIDING APPROPRIA-
TION OF $65,000 FOR IM-
PROVEMENTS TO THE
FANWOOD TRAIN STATION
COMMUNITY HOUSE BY AND
FOR THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD IN THE COUNTY
OF UNION, NEW JERSEY
AND AUTHORIZING THE IS-
SUANCE OF $42,750 IN
BONDS OR NOTES OF THE
BOROUGH FOR FINANCING
PART OF THE APPROPRIA-
TION

Purpose(s): For improvements to the
Fanwood Train Station Community House.

Appropriation:   $65,000
Bonds/Notes Authorized:   $42,750
Grants (if any) Appropriated: $20,000

to be received as a grant from the Union
County Open Space Trust Fund

Section 20 Costs:   $20,000
Useful Life:   15 Years

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 12/10/15, The Times Fee: $42.84

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

ORDINANCE NO. 15-17-S

BOND ORDINANCE PUBLISHED
HEREWITH HAS BEEN FINALLY
ADOPTED ON December 7, 2015 AND
THE 20-DAY PERIOD OF LIMITATION
WITHIN WHICH A SUIT, ACTION OR
PROCEEDING QUESTIONING THE VA-
LIDITY OF SUCH ORDINANCE CAN BE
COMMENCED, AS PROVIDED IN THE
LOCAL BOND LAW, HAS BEGUN TO
RUN FROM THE DATE OF THE FIRST
PUBLICATION OF THIS STATEMENT.

AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING
FUNDING FOR IMPROVE-
MENTS TO FOREST ROAD
PARK FOR THE BOROUGH
OF FANWOOD AND APPRO-
PRIATING $100,000 FOR
SUCH PURPOSE.

 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOROUGH
COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD, IN THE COUNTY OF UNION
AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AS FOL-
LOWS:

Section 1. The Borough of Fanwood, in
the County of Union, New Jersey, autho-
rizes for improvements to Forest Road
Park, including all work and materials nec-
essary therefor and incidental thereto for
the Borough of Fanwood, to be funded
from the sources specified in Section 2 of
the Ordinance.

Section 2. The amount of $100,000 is
hereby appropriated for the purposes
stated in Section 1 of the Ordinance and
which amount was funded from the
Borough’s Recreation Trust Fund in the
amount of $50,000 and from the Union
County Open Space Trust Fund in the
amount of $50,000.

Section 3. In connection with the pur-
pose and the amount authorized in Sec-
tions 1 and 2 hereof, the Borough deter-
mines the purpose described in Section 1
hereof is not a Current Expense and is an
improvement which the Borough of
Fanwood may lawfully make as a general
improvement.

Section 4. All ordinances or parts of
ordinances which are inconsistent with the
terms of this Ordinance be and the same
are hereby repealed to the extent of their
inconsistency.

Section 5. This Ordinance shall take
effect immediately upon due passage and
publication according to law.

ELEANOR MCGOVERN
BOROUGH CLERK

1 T - 12/10/15, The Times Fee: $51.00

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

Public Notice is hereby given that the
ordinance as follows was passed and
adopted by the Town Council of the Town
of Westfield at a meeting thereof held on
December 8, 2015.

Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2055

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
GENERAL ORDINANCE 2026
FIXING THE ANNUAL SALA-
RIES FOR THE MAYOR AND
COUNCIL MEMBERS AND
CERTAIN OFFICERS AND
EMPLOYEES OF THE TOWN
OF WESTFIELD

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2056

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
GENERAL ORDINANCE NO.
2025 ENTITLED “AN ORDI-
NANCE TO AMEND THE
CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD CHAPTER 2,
“ADMINISTRATION,” AR-
TICLE II, TOWN OFFICERS
AND EMPLOYEES, DIVISION
3, PERSONNEL POSITIONS
AND SALARY SCHEDULE,”
SEC. 2-12.28, “SCHEDULE.”

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2057

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD, CHAPTER 13

(traffic)

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2058

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD, CHAPTER 8

(demolitions)

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2059

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD, CHAPTER 13

(parking permit fees)

1 T - 12/10/15, The Leader Fee: $43.35

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-034011-15
FILE NO. 20794-15

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT

(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
LSF9 MASTER PARTICIPA-
TION TRUST;

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon PELLEGRINO
AND FELDSTEIN, LLC, plaintiff’s attor-
neys, whose address is 290 Route 46
West, Denville, New Jersey, an Answer to
the Complaint filed in a Civil Action, in
which PRO CAP III LLC, BY IS CUSTO-
DIAN, US BANK is the plaintiff and AISHA
K. RODRIGUEZ, ET ALS; are defendants,
pending in the Superior Court of New Jer-
sey, Chancery Division, UNION County
and bearing Docket No. F-034011+15
within thirty-five (35) days after December
11, 2015 exclusive of such date. If you fail
to answer or appear in accordance with
Rule 4:4-6, Judgment by Default may be
rendered against you for relief demanded
in the Complaint. You shall file your An-
swer and Proof of Service in duplicate with
the Clerk of the Superior Court of New
Jersey, Hughes Justice Complex - CN
971, Trenton, New Jersey 08625, in accor-
dance with the Rules of Civil Practice and
Procedure.

You are further advised that if you are
unable to obtain an attorney you may com-
municate with the Lawyer Referral Service
of the County of Venue and that if you
cannot afford an attorney, you may com-
municate with the Legal Services Office of
the County of Venue. The telephone num-
ber of such agencies are as follows: Law-
yer Referral Service 908-353-4715 - Legal
Services Office 973-354-4340.

THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing the following tax
sale certificate:

1. A certain tax certificate 12-00264,
sold on 6/14/2013, dated 6/20/2013, and
was recorded on 8/16/2013 in Book 13644
at Page 792, made by STACEY L.
CARRON, Collector of Taxes of LINDEN,
and State of New Jersey to PRO CAP III
LLC, BY IS CUSTODIAN, US BANK and
subsequently assigned to plaintiff, PRO
CAP III LLC, BY IS CUSTODIAN, US BANK.
This covers real estate located in LINDEN,

County of UNION, and State of New Jer-
sey, known as LOT 23, ADTLLOTS: 148,
1301 BLOCK 538 as shown on the Tax
Assessment Map and Tax Map duplicate
of LINDEN and concerns premises com-
monly known as 1703 SOUTH WOOD
AVENUE, LINDEN, New Jersey.

YOU, LSF9 MASTER PARTICIPATION
TRUST, are made party defendant to the
above foreclosure action because on May
2, 2012, Aisha K. Rodriguez, executed
a mortgage to Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems, Inc., as nomi-
nee for First Alliance Home Mortgage
in the amount of $ 124,657.00, which
mortgage was recorded on May 14,
2012 in the UNION County Clerk’s/
Register’s Office in Mortgage Book
13326 at page 162. Said mortgage is
subordinate to the Plaintiff’s lien.

On March 24, 2014 the aforesaid mort-
gagee assigned all its right, title and inter-
est in and to said Mortgage to Freedom
Mortgage Corporation  by way of Assign-
ment of Mortgage of that date, which As-
signment of Mortgage was recorded in the
UNION County Clerk’s/Register’s Office
on April 24, 2014 in Book 1415 of Assign-
ment of Mortgages at page 659.

On July 16, 2014 the aforesaid mort-
gagee assigned all its right, title and
interest in and to said Mortgage to
Secretary of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment by way of Assignment of Mort-
gage of that date, which Assignment of
Mortgage was recorded in the UNION
County Clerk’s/Register’s Office on
December 18, 2014 in Book 1421 of
Assignment of Mortgages at page 183.

On November 3, 2014 the aforesaid
mortgagee assigned all its right, title
and interest in and to said Mortgage to
LSF9 Master Participation Trust  by
way of Assignment of Mortgage of that
date, which Assignment of Mortgage
was recorded in the UNION County
Clerk’s/Register’s Office on December
18, 2014 in Book 1421 of Assignment of
Mortgages at page 184.
DATED:  December 4, 2015

Michelle M. Smith, Clerk
Superior Court of New Jersey

PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
Denville Law Center
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 12/10/15, The Leader Fee: $94.35

PUBLIC NOTICE

one play for Schetelich to find Norton
for the 15-yard TD reception only 19
seconds after the first TD.

“That was a huge interception, es-
pecially with the big return that gave
us great field position. After the first
shot we got out-beat, we were play-
ing Cranford football after that point.
When we play Cranford football and
nobody makes mistakes, it’s hard to
stop us,” Schetelich said.

“Unbelievable game for him. It was
great playing with him all of these
years. That was definitely big for us
then we just went back to doing what
we were coached to do. From there
on, it was all us. We played our hearts
out,” said offensive/defensive tackle
Will Fries, who will be playing in the
Semper Fi All-American Bowl Game
in January.

“Everyone goes out there with pre-
game jitters. But then after the first
couple of plays, you start playing
football,” middle linebacker Niko
Cappello said.

The Cranford defensive line and
linebackers, including Kevin Doran,
Fries (sack), Lucas Ramadan (2
sacks), Cappello, Ethan Tom (sack)
Mike Bellrose, Dylan Grady and Paul
Esposito, along with Brian McGovern
stepped up the pressure on Sands,
especially after Chatham managed to

get on the board with a 27-yard field
goal at the end of the first quarter.

Budries began Cranford’s next
drive with his 19-yard reception.
McGovern (4 carries, 65 yards) fol-
lowed with a 28-yard run and Bakie
ended the drive with a 20-yard TD
reception early in the second quarter.

Chatham’s Justin Hayes took the
kickoff and returned it 62 yards to the
Cranford 28. Three plays later, Sands
hit Luke Sukiennik with a two-yard
TD pass, making the score 21-9.

Cranford’s Chris Curry smothered
Chatham’s squib kick at the 41. After
a nine-yard run, Schetelich hit Bakie
for 28 yards, McGovern scooted 21
yards to the one then Schetelich
plunged in for the TD. Szekeres re-
covered a Chatham fumble on the
ensuing kickoff at the 39 then

Schetelich added more lighting with
a TD strike to Norton who was all
alone on the right. Leonard added the
two-point conversion.

With two interceptions and a fumble
recovery, it was quite an evening for
Szekeres.

“It was third-and-long. I was ex-
pecting pass. I dropped back and I
was able to make the play on the ball.
The second, Sean Leonard tipped the
ball, so I just tried to hustle in and
make a play on it. [On the fumble] I

was hustling to the ball. It was com-
ing out,” Szekeres explained.

Cranford upped its lead to 43-9
when Bakie zigzagged 30 yards for a
TD with 2:56 on the clock.

Early in the second half after
Ramadan recorded an 11-yard sack,
Cranford took over at its 20. Leonard
broke loose for 40 yards, Bakie had a
16-yard reception and Schetelich hit
Leonard for a 24-yard TD to make the
score 50-9 and to start the Mercy
Rule clock ticking with 6:45 left in
the third quarter. In came the Cranford
reserve players.

Midway through the fourth quarter,
Chatham’s Chris Kinder scored on a
one-yard run then with nine seconds
on the clock, Chatham’s Ryan Barnett
scored on an 11-yard reception.

“They are a good team but some-

times when two heavyweights go at it,
one guy gets knocked out in the first,
second round then it was just a blood-
bath. We really took over. We were the
better team tonight,” Doran said.

This victory was a long time com-
ing since the Cranford Cougars never
forgot their heartbreaking loss to
Parsippany Hills in the champion-
ship game at MetLife Stadium.

“This is a great moment. Even
though we lost at Par Hills, I feel for
last year’s seniors because I love all
of them and it was just a terrible way
to go out. But that game fueled our
whole season. Every single game we
wanted to get back to this point and
win. I’m so proud of everybody on
this team because they worked so
hard throughout the whole year to get
back here,” Schetelich said.

When asked about all the school
records last year’s team broke and
what this year’s team did, Schetelich
replied, “Broke more!”

“It’s tastes that much better know-
ing we got that close, we didn’t get it
and then we worked our way back.
We didn’t just give up. We kept fight-
ing back. We owed it to the seniors
last year to get the rings because they
might not have gotten their rings but
they deserved it. They built that bridge
allowing us to get here. We finally
finished the job,” Doran said.

“It tastes great! Words can’t de-
scribe. It’s unreal,” Szekeres said.

“This is the best feeling in the world.
I am so happy for our seniors and
everybody who put in the hard work,”
Fries said.

“We have been waiting a long time
for this, especially from last year. It
didn’t just start last year. We were in
eighth grade saying we got to win the
state championship before we get out
of high school,” Cappello said. “We
did it!”
Chatham   0   9   0 14 23
Cranford 14 29   7   0 50

Devils and their fans to celebrate.
“You could throw any guy on this

team out there and they will step up
and they will play to our ability. We’ve
showed that in and out. We had [cen-
ter] Brendan [Collum] go down. We
had Eric Swanson go down early in
the year and I went down today. All
three guys who came in, stepped up
and did an unbelievable job and I
know that next year they will do the
same thing,” Curry said.

“It’s been our resilience all year.
Everyone can step up and fill in. We
saw that when Brendan got hurt and
Jack [McCauley] stepped up. I can’t
even put these in words right now.
They were all unbelievable. I can’t
wait for that parade when we get
back. You can see some cop lights,”
chuckled Kelly.

“They got a great quarterback over
there. They got a great offense but our
defense has been solid all year. We
knew what we had to stop coming in.

We knew we had to stop him [Nickel].
Our defense didn’t budge. Our jun-
iors stepped up and they will have an
amazing season next year. We are so
lucky to have them on this team. One
play. They go deep. They came close
to getting it. We stayed calm. We
regathered ourselves and got to the
next play, senior cornerback Brett
Robertshaw said.

“We couldn’t have done it without
them [juniors]. Every single one of
them! We couldn’t have done it with-
out everyone on this team,” co-cap-
tain/linebacker Mike O’Connor said.
“That’s [Bridgewater] a great team
over there too. That’s the best match
that ever could have been. I’m ec-
static. This is what the school needed.
It’s going to be a blast. We brought it
back to the school. We brought foot-
ball back.”

“I can’t even put it in words right
now. I am so ecstatic. Sophomore
year when we walked off that field

against Ridge, who ended up win-
ning it, and last year was even worse
in the semifinal game against Linden.
All the seniors made a set that we are
not leaving without a state champi-
onship,” Curry said.

“I am speechless. I can not stop
smiling right now. This is unreal. This
is the third year. We’ve made it one
more game every year. We were so on
for this. We’ve been breaking on
MetLife since the summer. We knew
this was coming. This is the way to go
out on top,” O’Connor said.

“It feels unbelievable. It’s been a
longtime coming, ever since sopho-
more year. Last year we had [Jack-
son] Simcox, [Luke] Prybylski. They
paved the way for us. [Chris] Sweeney,
[Joe] Scags [Scaglione], Tom Ander-
son, Eugene Rawls! They taught us
how to lead a team here. It’s their ring
too,” Robertshaw said.
Westfield 0 3 0 7 10
BrH2O-Raritan 0 0 0 7 7

Blue Devil B-Ball Boys Have Horses to Compete
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

really gets to the rim anytime he wants.
He showed that last year. I think he
knows that he needed to work on his
outside shooting. He is the leader of
this team. He makes us go. He started
to take on that role last year. Owen
knows it’s his team and he needs to
get it done as these other guys do,”
Coach Plamieri said.

Mele was indeed the “Chief Thief”
with 62 steals, while adding nine
blocks and a team-leading 33 deflec-
tions. Mele also bucketed 193 points
(13 3-pointers) with a 52.9 percent
free throw average, pulled 98 re-
bounds

“He had some bad luck last year.

There were some games where he
would go off for 23 points then he
would go down hard in the next game
in the first quarter and be out. He just
had some tough luck and had trouble
getting his groove going. He’s got to
stay healthy. He knows this is it. He’s
the one kid that we have who could
consistently get you a lot of points.
He’s a kid that can score, he can pass,
dribble, he’s the most all-around
player that we have,” Coach Palmieri
said.

The Blue Devils can also be quite
effective shooting from the outside
with the accurate hands of Hess and
LaCorte. Last year Hess banged in a
team-high 43 3-pointers and finished
with 208 points, while LaCorte be-
came more influential as the season
progressed, especially from 3-point
range where he nailed 36 big ones
and finished with 161 points.

“It’s taken a few years to develop
that to build a team that is good shoot-
ers. You run the risk when you have a
team like that when you are having a
bad day, you got to be able to adjust.
What I like about this group is we
have multiple guys who can come in
off the bench and do that,” Coach

Palmieri said. “As long as we are
healthy and ready to go, we can be
dangerous.”

The Blue Devils do have depth
coming off the bench with seniors
Jelani Pierre and Tim Norris to name
a few.

“We are counting on Jelani Pierre,
a kid last year where we didn’t know
what we were going to get out of him,
and he turned out to be kind of a
sparkplug for us. He’s going to play a
lot of minutes this year. Timmy Norris
is another, Andrejs Rumpeters is go-
ing to challenge for time. We have
other guys too that are coming up,
sophomores who are trying to make
the varsity team. Jeff Gagum is an-
other tough kid,” Coach Palmieri
added.

The Blue Devils will get into the
action right away when they host St.
Mary’s in their season opener on Sat-
urday, September 19, at 12:30 p.m.

“Our schedule is going to be as
tough as it’s ever been. I love the
challenge. They love the challenge.
We feel we have the talent and the
horses to compete. Going out there
and doing it is a whole other thing,”
Coach Palmieri said.

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
BOARD OF EDUCATION

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the
Garwood Board of Education will hold their
annual Organization Meeting on Monday,
January 4, 2016 at 7:30 p.m. in the all
purpose room of the Lincoln School.

Action will be taken.
Eric Larson

SBA/BS
1 T - 12/10/15, The Leader Fee: $11.22

The Westfield Crew team wrapped
up its Fall season at the Bill Braxton
Memorial Regatta in Princeton. Team
members competing against other
high schools in the area rowed to a
second place finish.

Coach Tim McAuliffe said, “The
rowers improved a great deal this
season, if we compare times and abil-
ity we are ahead of the spring season
already and it is because the team is

putting in the effort.”
The fall season included regattas in

Pennsylvania and New Jersey at ven-
ues such as Philadelphia’s Fairmount
Park on the Schuylkill River.

Westfield Crew is a private, tuition-
based, not-for-profit club open to all
Westfield students grades 9-12. Prac-
tices are on the Raritan River launching
from Rutger’s University boathouse.

Learn more about Westfield Crew
at www.westfieldcrew.com

The Westfield Crew Team

Westfield Crew Finishes Fall Regatta Season

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BRINGING DOWN THE RUNNING BACK...Cranford Cougars Kevin Doran, No. 75, Ryan Bakie, No. 4, Brian
Oblachinski, No. 12, Brian McGovern, No. 31, and Niko Cappello, No. 32, hem in running back Justin Hayes, No. 33.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

KEYING OFF CURRY...The Bridgewater-Raritan defenders keyed off Blue Devil senior running back Jack Curry, No.
27, in the North 2, Group 5 Championship game at MetLife Stadium on November 3.
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Wishing our clients, colleagues, and friends 
a Happy Holiday and prosperous New Year!

Westfield West Office
Located across from Lord & Taylor

600 North Avenue West • Westfield, NJ 07090 
 908-233-0065

Cynthia Alexander
Sales Associate

Joyce Antone
Sales Associate

Francesca Azzara
Sales Associate

Patrick A. Manfra, Jr.
Broker Associate

John Bentz
Sales Associate

Colleen Berg
Sales Associate

Lois Berger
Broker Associate

Tina Re Browning
Sales Associate

Peggy Burwell
Sales Associate

Beverly Caldora
Sales Associate

Deborah Citarella
Sales Associate

Jennifer Colamedici
Broker Associate

Mary “Kathy” Collins
Sales Associate

Patricia Connolly
Sales Associate

Lee Corcoran
Sales Associate

Ileen Cuccaro
Sales Associate

Daniel Damesek
Sales Associate

Mary DePaola
Sales Associate

Richard “Dick” Diemer
Sales Associate

Saul Drittel
Sales Associate

Randi Edelman
Sales Associate

Merrill Engelhardt
Sales Associate

Yolanda Escobar-Flores
Sales Associate

Wende Devlin Gates
Sales Associate

Janice Good-Piga
Sales Associate

Kathleen Gouldey
Sales Associate

Kathryn “Cassie” Groll
Sales Associate

Nick Hofmann
Sales Associate

Marilyn Holda-Fleck
Sales Associate

Jocelyne Holden
Sales Associate

Patricia Jurpalis
Sales Associate

Brian Kastner
Sales Associate

Betty Ann Keller
Sales Associate

Andria Kiel
Sales Associate

Janice Kodatt
Sales Associate

Diane Kontra
Sales Associate

David Labush
Sales Associate

Robert Lacovara
Sales Associate

Barbara Lang
Sales Associate

Sharon Lies
Sales Associate

Lisa Bruno-Magnotta
Sales Associate

Beth Maloney
Sales Associate

Jennifer Manville
Sales Associate

Jessica Marino
Sales Associate

Dorothy McDevitt
Broker Associate

Nora Ryan
Sales Associate

Jackie Safran
Sales Associate

Christie Sargent
Sales Associate

Shari Schuster
Sales Associate

Patricia Shakal
Sales Associate

Jill Skibinsky
Sales Associate

Patricia Spinner
Sales Associate

Cathy Splinter
Sales Associate

Sharon Steele
Sales Associate

Sonia “Sonnie” Suckno  
Broker Associate

Beth Sullivan
Sales Associate

Louann Sullivan
Sales Associate

Joyce Taylor
Sales Associate

Carol Tener
Sales Associate

Janice Tittel
Sales Associate

Cathy Lee Tomlinson
Sales Associate

Cortney Tompkins
Sales Associate

Carole Vernay-Ronget
Sales Associate

Carol McLaughlin
Sales Associate

James “Jim” Murphy
Sales Associate

Julie Murphy
Sales Associate

Sherrie Natko
Sales Associate

Patricia Plante  
Broker Associate

Gina Pugliese
Sales Associate

Eulondia Reese-Turner
Sales Associate

Karen Rimondi
Sales Associate

Jerry Robinson
Sales Associate

© 2015 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage.  All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

George Kraus  
Branch Vice PresidentTwitter: @cbwestfield (#600North)

Pinterest: www.pinterest.com/westfieldwest Facebook: www.facebook.com/cbwestfieldnj

Instagram: @cbwestfieldnj

ColdwellBankerHomes.com/WestfieldWest

Lynne Wagner  
Broker Associate

Douglas Walker
Sales Associate

Nancy Jean Walker  
Broker Associate

Anne Weber
Sales Associate

Susan Wilson
Broker Associate

Neda Yarnall
Sales Associate

Matthew Kiss
Mortgage Rep

Support Team
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PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/03/15
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2015-991
AWARDED TO: Development Direc-

tions
SERVICES: for the Administration of the

Union County Housing Voucher Program
PERIOD: January 1, 2016-December

31, 2017
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed

$650,000.00
James E. Pellettiere, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/10/15, The Leader Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/03/15
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2015-994
amending (Resolution No. 2014-726)
AWARDED TO: Hardesty and

Hanover of West Trenton, New Jersey
SERVICES: for additional design ser-

vices associates with the Gordon Street
Bridge over “Out of Service” Conrail Struc-
ture No.205150 located in Roselle/Roselle
Park, County of Union

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$124,006.00 for a new total contract
amount not to exceed $868,969.69

James E. Pellettiere, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/10/15, The Leader Fee: $23.97

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/03/15
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2015-982
AWARDED TO: Kristen Balsamo-

Kleinbach
SERVICES: to serve as a DNA Analyst

(forensic scientist) at the Union County
Prosecutor’s Laboratory

PERIOD: February 1, 2016-January 31,
2017

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$45,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/10/15, The Leader Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/03/15
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2015-967
AWARDED TO: Medical Practitioners
SERVICES: to provide medical services

for the Cornerstone Behavioral Health
Hospital patients

PERIOD: January 1, 2016-December
31, 2016

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$60,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/10/15, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/03/15
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2015-987
AWARDED TO: Princeton Insurance

Company, Princeton, New Jersey
SERVICES: to renew the Cornerstone

Behavioral Health Hospital-Medical Mal-
practice Policy, General and Professional
Liability Umbrella Policy, and Excess Um-
brella Liability Policy

PERIOD: December 15, 2015-Decem-
ber 15, 2016

COSTS: for a contract amount not to
exceed $99,055.55

James E. Pellettiere, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/10/15, The Leader Fee: $24.48

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/03/15
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2015-988
amending (Resolution No. 2015-18)
AWARDED TO: Roth D’Aquanni,

Springfield, New Jersey
SERVICES: special Legal Counsel for

personnel matters, to increase cap for
legal services

COSTS: in the amount of $15,000.00 for
a total amount not to exceed $130,000.

James E. Pellettiere, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/10/15, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/03/15
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2015-968
AWARDED TO: Various Agencies
Shanthi Chezian, MD
John Peng, DO
Farhan Siddiqui, MD
SERVICES: to provide evening week-

day beeper coverage for the patients of
Cornerstone Behavioral Health Hospital

PERIOD: January 1, 2016-December
31, 2016

COSTS: in the amount not to exceed
$7,800.00

James E. Pellettiere, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/10/15, The Leader Fee: $24.48

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/03/15
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2015-971
AWARDED TO: Various Agencies
Bridgeway Rehabilitation Services, Inc

$83,820.00
Center Stone Community Wellness

$52,200.00
CURA, Inc $25,200.00
New Hope Foundation $188,437.00
Organization for Recovery, Inc

$17,000.00
Prevention Links, Inc. $134,611.00
PROCEED, Inc. $102,070.00
Trnitas Regional Medical Center

$126,405.00
Turning Point, Inc. $167,672.00
SERVICES: 2016 Alcohol/Drug Abuse

Grant Spending Plan
PERIOD: January 1, 2016-December

31, 2016
COSTS: in the amount not to exceed

$897,415.00
James E. Pellettiere, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/10/15, The Leader Fee: $31.62

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/03/15
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2015-966
amending (Resolution No. 2015-416)
AWARDED TO: Various Agencies
Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of

Newark
Central Jersey Legal Services
Elizabeth Coalition to House the Home-

less
FISH Hospitality Programs
Homefirst
Plainfield Area YMCA
PROCEED, Inc
SERVICES: to extend the contract pe-

riod 2016 Social Services for the Home-
less

PERIOD: February 2016
COSTS: in the total amount not to ex-

ceed $343,298.00
James E. Pellettiere, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/10/15, The Leader Fee: $29.58

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/03/15
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2015-964
AWARDED TO: Practitioners/Psy-

chiatrists
SERVICES: to provide additional pro-

fessional psychiatric/medical services to
Cornerstone Behavioral Health Hospital
patients

PERIOD: January 1, 2016-December
31, 2016

COSTS: in the amount of $58,000.00
James E. Pellettiere, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/10/15, The Leader Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/03/15
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2015-938
AWARDED TO: Rees Jones, Inc., of

Montclair, New Jersey
SERVICES: to provide design, construc-

tion administration and inspection services
for the Improvements at Galloping Hill
Learning Center, Borough of Kenilworth,
and County of Union, New Jersey

COSTS: for an amount not to exceed
$41,847.00

James E. Pellettiere, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/10/15, The Leader Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/03/15
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2015-965
AWARDED TO: Robert Restifo, D.O.,

Summit, New Jersey
SERVICES: to provide respiratory care

services for Cornerstone Behavioral Health
Hospital patients

PERIOD: January 1, 2016-December
31, 2016

COSTS: in the amount of $2,000.00
James E. Pellettiere, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/10/15, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/03/15
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2015-963
AWARDED TO: Specialty Medical

Consultants
SERVICES: to provide care to Corner-

stone Behavioral Health Hospital patients
PERIOD: January 1, 2016-December

31, 2016
COSTS: in the amount of $5,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/10/15, The Leader Fee: $20.91

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/03/15
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2015-962
AWARDED TO: Various Agencies
FISH Hospitality
Home First Interfaith Housing & Family

Services
Salvation Army
The Gateway Family YMCA
The Gateway Family YMCA
YMCA Of Plainfield
YM/YWCA Of Newark
YWCA OF EUC
Raphael’s Life House
Family Promise
SERVICES: to provide Shelter night stay

and crisis intervention services
PERIOD: January 1, 2016-December

31, 2017
COSTS: in the amount not to exceed

$448,045.00
James E. Pellettiere, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/10/15, The Leader Fee: $30.09

CLASSIFIEDS

Mostly Music to Present
Young Concert Artist Winners

Ani Kavafian and Carter Brey

On Sunday, December 13, 2015,
the Zora Quartet, winner of First Prize
in the 2015 Young Concert Artists
International Auditions, will join
Mostly Music’s Artistic Directors Ani
Kavafian, highly acclaimed violinist,
and Carter Brey, the principal cellist
of the New York Philharmonic, in
another extraordinary chamber mu-
sic concert.

The Zora Quartet players are gradu-
ates of the Jacobs School of Music at
Indiana University and have won sev-
eral prizes including the Gold Medal
at the 42nd Fischoff National Cham-
ber Music Competition. The group
has performed master classes for The
Silk Road Ensemble with Yo-Yo Ma
and played internationally and do-
mestically at acclaimed venues in-
cluding the Kennedy Center, Lincoln
Center and Duke’s Hall at the Royal
Academy of Music in England.

The musicians will perform the
Haydn String Quartet No. 66 in G
Major Op. 77, the Webern Langsamer
Satz, and the Brahms String Sextet
No. 1 in Bb Major Op. 18. The Haydn
String Quartet was composed at the
apex of his abilities, and the four
movements vary from contemplative
to exploding with vigor. The Webern

is tonal music in the tradition from
Liszt to Mahler, and was inspired by
his new love. The Brahms sextet,
written in his twenties, is strongly
influenced by the Viennese compos-
ers, but bears his artistic stamp.

The concerts will be held at 2:30
p.m. at the Morrow Memorial Church,
600 Ridgewood Road, Maplewood,
and at 7:30 p.m. at Temple Emanu-
El, 756 East Broad Street, Westfield.

As always the musicians will dis-
cuss the composers and the composi-
tions prior to their performance; the
intermissions offer the audience an
opportunity to visit in a friendly set-
ting, and free parking is available in
both locations.

Tickets are available at the door:
$30 for adults, $25 for seniors, and
youth up to the age of 21 are free.
Everyone is encouraged to bring fam-
ily, friends and young musicians.

Remaining concerts of the 2015-
16 season will be on February 14 and
March 6. For directions and more
information, visit mostlymusic.org or
call (973) 762-0108.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/form/bulletin

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

BOARD OF EDUCATION

In accordance with the Open Public
Meetings Act P.L. 1975 c.231, this notice is
to advise that the Cranford Board of Edu-
cation will hold a Reorganization and Open
Work Session meeting on Monday, Janu-
ary 4, 2016 at 8:00 P.M. in the Board Room
at Lincoln School. The purpose of the
meeting is to conduct the Reorganization
of the Board of Education including admin-
istering the Oath of Office to the newly
elected Board Members and to transact
any other business to come properly be-
fore the Board. Formal action will be taken
at this meeting.

By order of
Robert J.  Carfagno

Business Administrator/
Board Secretary

1 T - 12/10/15, The Leader Fee: $18.87

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the PLAN-
NING BOARD OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD, after public hearing on Octo-
ber 28,2015 granted approval for a front
yard setback on property owned by Imelda
& Joseph Mc Evoy,1 Graybar Terrace
Fanwood, being Block 39 and Lot 47.

Documents pertaining to this application
are available for public inspection at Brough
Hall during normal business hours.

Joe & Imelda Mc Evoy
1 Graybar Terrace

Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
1 T - 12/10/15, The Times Fee: $14.79

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

PLEASE BE ADVISED that at the Zon-
ing Board of Adjustment meeting of the
Township of Scotch Plains held on De-
cember 3, 2015 the Board adopted the
following Resolutions:

NYSMSA – Darby Road, 450 Park Av-
enue, Block 1105, Lot 2, approved for a
variance to install a rooftop wireless tele-
communication antenna.

Ananias and Deitria Battle, 2 Debra
Court, Block 14801, Lot 5, approved for a
front setback variance to construct a shed.

Shannon Rapant
Secretary to the Board

1 T - 12/10/15, The Times Fee: $16.83

Assembly Votes to Study
Full-Day Kindergarten

TRENTON — The General As-
sembly has approved a bill creating a
task force to study the feasibility of
full-day kindergarten programs
throughout the state, similar to a
measure which was vetoed by Gov.
Chris Christie nearly two years ago.

The bill, passed on December 3,
would establish a 21-member panel
to study and evaluate issues related to
mandating full-time kindergarten. It
will review existing research, imple-
mentation issues, including staffing
needs and facility space availability;
funding concerns and curriculum
comparisons between full- and half-
day programs.

Between 85-90 percent of districts
in New Jersey have full-day kinder-
garten and many that don’t have cited
cost as the reason. Scotch Plains-

Fanwood last month awarded a $3.8
million-dollar contract to expand
Evergreen and McGinn schools in
preparation to begin full-day kinder-
garten next fall.

The Cranford school board, esti-
mating a cost of more than $800,000,
last month suggested a three-to-five
year plan for full implementation.

Only 31 of the poorest districts, in
which 40 percent or more of the stu-
dents are considered “at risk”, are
required to provide full-day kinder-
garten by court order.

The bill, which has 23 co-spon-
sors, is similar to a measure that Gov.
Christie rejected in January 2014,
saying the choice should be made
locally.

The Senate has yet to vote on a
companion bill.

TRENTON — Municipalities
would be able to clear streams up to
30 feet wide without approval from
the New Jersey Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection under a bill
passed by the state Assembly on De-
cember 3.

The measure, sponsored by Aswm.
Nancy Munoz (R-21, Summit), now
goes to Gov. Chris Christie for his
signature.

Towns would be able to clear the
streams, currently limited to an aver-
age of 15 feet in width of sediment,
debris, garbage and vegetation to re-
duce the chance of flooding.

The law still restricts cleaning
projects to within a municipality’s
border or 500 feet if stretched over
two towns.

The bill originally passed the As-

sembly unanimously in December
and gained Senate approval in Au-
gust with several amendments. The
December 3 Assembly vote okayed
the amended version of the bill.

“Residents in numerous towns in
Union, Morris and Somerset coun-
ties and throughout the state live un-
der the constant threat of flooding
every time we have a major storm,”
Asm Muñoz said in a release. “Re-
moving accumulated sediments, de-
bris, garbage and vegetation from
streams helps reduce flooding risks
in our communities which can be
devastating and costly. Restrictions
on sediment removal in current law
make stream cleaning difficult for
local officials yet it is vital to keeping
our waterways flowing which helps
prevent flooding.”

Bill Would Allow Small Business
To Join for Health Coverage

TRENTON – Assembly Republi-
can Ron Dancer’s (R-12th, Ocean)
legislation expanding health insur-
ance options for small and mid-size
business was approved by the Gen-
eral Assembly on December 3.

The bill would increase the avail-
ability of cost-saving “Multiple Em-

ployer Welfare Arrangements”
(MEWA) for private employers, Asm.
Dancer’s office said in a release.

Under the bill, it would be easier
for employers to pool resources with
other private businesses to reduce
health insurance costs, and offer more
health benefit options to their em-
ployees.

“Providing health insurance to em-
ployees has become increasingly
more difficult for small business un-
der Obamacare,” Asm. Dancer said.
“Shared arrangements are an afford-
able alternative to commercial insur-
ance, and they can be a game-changer
for companies considering doing
away with insurance benefits all to-
gether. Employers can offer better,
more affordable plans to workers and
their families.”

Due to the complexity of current
law, there are only three registered
MEWAs in the state. The bill would
open the door for more economical
health plans by providing more
choice, competition and availabil-
ity.

Senate Okays Measure to Transfer Local
Ethics Oversight to State Ethics Panel
TRENTON — A bill that would

transfer oversight of New Jersey
municipal and county government
ethics to the State Ethics Commis-
sion unanimously passed the New
Jersey Senate on December 7.

The 33-0 vote approved the legis-
lation sponsored by Senate minority
leader Tom Kean (R, 21-Westfield)
and deputy minority leader Jennifer
Beck (R, 11-Red Bank) .

Besides removing jurisdiction over
conflicts of interest law for munici-
pal government officials from the
Department of Community Affairs to
the state ethics panel, the bill also
provides for stiffer penalties and re-
quires state ethics officials to devise
financial disclosure forms for the lo-
cal and county officials.

 “Each year, New Jersey munici-
palities and counties collectively con-
trol approximately $15 billion tax-
payer dollars,” Sen. Kean said in a
release. “They must be held to the
highest and most efficient ethics and
accountability standards. Without this
legislation, fragmented ethics over-
sight, which subjects a variety of
government officials to different stan-
dards, will continue to be a recipe for
the violation of public trust.”

The bill was introduced in the pre-
vious session of the New Jersey leg-
islature in 2012 before it was tabled
less than a year later. A companion
measure in the General Assembly
was referred to committee but re-
ceived no further attention.

This session’s companion bill in
the Assembly was introduced in Janu-
ary 2014 and referred to the judiciary

committee.
 “This overdue bill holds local pub-

lic servants to the higher ethical stan-
dards required of state officials, and
it streamlines enforcement of con-
flicts of interest laws,” Sen. Beck
said). In addition to, as the Office of
the State Comptroller has recom-
mended, subjecting local government
officials to the same penalties as state
officials for violating ethics laws, we
are also aiming to ensure maximum
accountability by transferring adju-
dication of local conflicts of interest
to the state’s top ethics watchdog.”

Menendez Applauds
Decision for Military

Combat Jobs to Women
WASHINGTON, D.C. – U.S. Sena-

tor Bob Menendez this week ap-
plauded the decision by Defense Sec-
retary Ash Carter to open all military
combat jobs to women for the first
time.

“Today’s decision by Secretary
Carter is an important step towards
equality for the women who bravely
serve in our nation’s armed forces,”
Sen. Menendez said. “As our
military’s recent operations in Iraq
and Afghanistan have demonstrated,
women are already serving with dis-
tinction in situations that are consid-
ered combat-related and they deserve
full access to the career and service
opportunities already offered to their
male counterparts. All Americans
deserve opportunities based on their
own abilities, not their gender, and
today’s decision reaffirms this im-
portant principle.”

FOR SALE MINI COOPER

2009 Mini Cooper 2 dr. hatchback,
red body/black top, auto trans, 58K
mi, original owner, excellent cond,
garaged in Fanwood. $8,000.
Call (973) 699-3196 9AM-9PM

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats
in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed

Live-in / -out,  Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.

CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

Are you tired? Let me help you!
Experience & Excellent Work

Residential, Apartments,
Commercial, Offices

Free Estimates 100% Guaranteed
References Available

(908) 510-2542

DEYCI’S CLEANING SERVICES

FITNESS EQUIPMENT FOR SALE

Body By Jake FIRMFLEX Total
Body Trainer. Complete Workout
Exercise Machine. Space Saving
Design. Padded Bench.
Adjustable Height and Resistence.
Perfect For Home or Dorm!
Excellent Condition, $95.

Call (908) 654-6091

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Proficient in MS Office, PowerPoint
and Excel. Must be detail oriented
and able to work with Senior,
staff to coordinate projects and
prepare training materials. Ability
to Monitor project timelines, Adept
at follow-up, Good Organizational
skills as well as light bookkeeping
and reception duties. Pleasant
phone voice. Support other
departments as needed. F/T with
benefits. Friendly atmosphere.
Fax resume to (908) 654-4829 or
email: business0654@gmail.com

More than half of New Jersey resi-
dents are opposed to using “open
space” funds for something than ac-
quisition of private land and keep it
from being developed,. a Fairleigh
Dickson University poll found.

The PublicMind survey, sponsored
by the New Jersey Farm Bureau, said
56 percent of respondents were op-
posed to some governments’ policies
of using the money for “other envi-

ronmental purposes.”
The same survey also found a ma-

jor a majority of residents (51 per-
cent) favor raising the state’s inherit-
ance tax limit above the $675,000
threshold. About a fifth (18 percent)
oppose an increase and nearly a third
(29 percent) say an increase would
not make a difference to them.

The poll was conducted by tele-
phone November 9-15 among a ran-
dom statewide sample of 906 adults
and had a margin of error of 3.3
percent.

New Jerseyans Reject Open Space
Funds for Environmental Purposes

Probitas Verus Honos

Christie Gets Bill Allowing Towns to
Clear 30-Foot Wide Streams
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Chansonettes Embark on
Sounds of the Season Tour

Westfield Sisters to Perform
In NJDTE’s The Nutcracker

Yuletide by Candlelight
Carol Sing on December 13

WESTFIELD – The Chansonettes
of Westfield are in full voice ready to
present their winter holiday concert
program with upcoming dates through
Wednesday, December 16. Their
"Sounds of the Season" program will
make stops this year at  Westfield
Senior Housing, Chelsea Warren, Atria
of Cranford, Winchester Gardens in
Maplewood and the Springfield
Presyterian Church. The all female
chorus will present the sounds of the
holidays including "A Jingle Bell
Christmas," "Rockin Around the
Christmas Tree," "Hanukah Nagilah,"

POPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORN

One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

Creed
The Comfort Food of Film

3 popcorns

JUXTAPOSE GALLERY

Due Sorelle Jewelry
Annual Holiday Trunk Show

58 Elm Street • Westfield

www.juxtaposegallery.com
908-232-3278

Saturday, December 19th • 11am - 5pm
Sunday, December 20th • 12pm - 4pm

The Perfect Gift for Christmas

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
film critic

 One of the greatest things about
movies is that, contrary to Thomas
Wolfe’s assertion, you can indeed go
home. Joyfully witnessed in director
Ryan Coogler’s Creed, essentially a
sequel to the Rocky legend, whole
bunches of lore, heritage and mythol-
ogy are reembraced for their life-af-
firming schmaltz. Lest the flickering
candle that burns for all longshots is
snuffed out, Sylvester Stallone’s patron
saint of underdogs returns here to train
and nurture his famous rival’s son, Ado-
nis Johnson.

 You see, what we didn’t learn in any
of the six previous Rocky films is that
Apollo Creed, who gave our working
man’s hero his first shot at the title, had
an extramarital affair which produced
Adonis, portrayed by Michael B. Jor-
dan. Oh, he doesn’t go by Creed. A
troubled, pugnacious kid who we first
meet when he is rescued from the youth
correctional/welfare system by his dad’s
wealthy widow, Mary Anne (Phylicia
Rashad), he doesn’t want anything from
anyone…no siree.

 However, to again pretentiously ref-
erence a major literary figure, Adonis
soon realizes that, as John Donne (1572-
1631) affirmed, “No man is an island.”
After quitting the stocks and bonds
world he succeeded in only to please his
foster mom, he’s able to go just so far in
his quest to be a contender in the light
heavyweight division. A serious foray
into fisticuffs’ upper ranks will mean
pushing some pride to the side.

 It’s no mystery where this is going.
The film’s major charm and what its
cineaste detractors will see as warmed
over pabulum is its predictability…the
old horse who instinctively finds his
way back to the barn. But in answer to
those avant-garde snobs who don’t see
the therapy of occasionally basking in a
bit of soulful reflection, writer-director
Coogler does fashion the old in some
shiny new wrapping. Transitions and
segues offer slight twists, and good
characterizations supply engaging mo-
tivation.

 But what will doubtlessly prove
Creed’s greatest appeal at the box office
are the parallel-running tales that at-
tempt to narrow the generation gap.
Arriving in Philadelphia where he hopes
to convince Rocky to train him, the
young man can’t help falling for Tessa
Thompson’s Bianca, an aspiring chan-
teuse with some baggage of her own.
Meanwhile, Rocky, set in his post-pu-
gilistic routine, regularly visits wife
Adrian’s grave and sees to it that his
restaurant named in her memory is well
stocked for its adoring patrons.

 While younger viewers will relate to
the trials and tribulations of their good-
looking contemporaries seeking to find
wealth, love and recognition of their
hipness, older folk will be gratified to
see that Rocky, alive and kicking, is at
long last comfortable in his skin. He
makes a good buck at his red sauce
destination, is highly respected and,
despite a healthy bit of melancholia that
comes of being human, is pretty happy.
Ambition now finds its expression in
imparting wisdom.

 With its love story interspersing the
prizefighting saga and Rocky reprising

his “yuh gotta believe” dance, the tradi-
tionally told tale is the comfort food of
movies. But for single-minded boxing
fans who couldn’t care less about the
poetic background of their sport, Creed
vicariously supplies the import and
drama gone of late from the question-
able pastime. Replete with a threaten-
ingly dangerous antagonist in the per-
son of light heavyweight champion,
“Pretty” Ricky Conlan (played by Brit-
ish fighter Tony Bellew), the blood and
gore are assured.

 Boasting ring choreography and
corner theatrics as realistic as can be
expected, even those on the fence when
it comes to violence in sports are bound
to get caught up in the fray, oohing and
aahing with each thrust and parry.

 This ties in with the recurring, com-
pound quandary: Why must Adonis
fight? Yes, he’s educated; Mary Anne
saw to that. But those group homes took
their toll. Plus, remember, he’s the
champ’s son…all of which sets the
stage for that most intriguing fight of
all: environment vs. DNA. To these
ends, philosophical and physical, the
well-chiseled Michael B. Jordan suc-
cessfully meets the challenge.

 Still, it’s mostly Rocky we’ve come
to see…our old friend…same hat, same
jacket, same intonations, living mod-
estly in the City of Brotherly Love, a
little older and a bit wiser. But, I’ve kept
something from you. Fact is, there’s yet
another test for the former champ. Be-
ing loyal fans, we are in his corner,
confident that it’s in our favorite mug’s
Creed to once again answer the bell.

***
 Creed, rated PG-13, is a Warner

Bros. release directed by Ryan Coogler
and stars Sylvester Stallone, Michael
B. Jordan and Tessa Thompson. Run-
ning time: 133 minutes

STELLAR CAST… The Wardlaw-Hartridge School in Edison staged its fall play,
Agatha Christie's Witness for the Prosecution, on Nov. 20-21. Leading players
included Claude Djan of Scotch Plains, Abe Golding of North Plainfield, Antonia
Santangelo of Rahway, De’yon Smith of Edison, Steven Bessette of Scotch Plains
and CJ Stueck of Scotch Plains Congratulations to the cast and crew on a great
show.

MONTCLAIR – Sisters Marissa
and Claudia Millwater of Westfield
will join renowned professional guest
artists when they perform several so-
loist roles in this year’s full-length
production of New Jersey Dance The-
atre Ensemble’s (NJDTE) beloved
holiday classic The Nutcracker.

Celebrated dancers Morgan
McEwen, Scott Weber, Rosemary
Sabovick-Bleich, Joseph Fritz, Brad-
ley Shelver, Mario Espinoza and
Terence Duncan, from prestigious
companies such as Ballet Hispanico,
National Ballet of Cuba, Metropolitan
Opera Ballet and New Jersey Ballet,
among others, join the Ensemble for
three performances at its new venue,
the Memorial Auditorium at Montclair
State University, 1 Normal Avenue,
Montclair on Saturday, December 12
at 1 p.m. and 5 p.m., and Sunday,

December 13 at 2 p.m.
Marissa, a sophomore at Westfield

High School, and Claudia, an eighth
grade student at Edison Intermediate
School, are the daughters of Laura
and Richie Millwater of Westfield.
Marissa, who has previously starred
as Clara, will dance the soloist roles
of Dew Drop, Columbine Doll, and
Lead Marzipan. Claudia will appear
as Lead Chinese Boy, and has previ-
ously starred as Fritz. Marissa has
been dancing with NJDTE since 2010,
and Claudia joined in 2011.

NJDTE’s The Nutcracker has a new
home in Montclair for its 46th anni-
versary season. Set to the classic music
of Peter Tchaikovsky and choreo-
graphed by NJDTE Artistic Director
Nancy Turano, the ballet features over
55 talented young dancers ages seven
through 18 from across New Jersey.

PLAINFIELD – Crescent Con-
certs presents the forty-third annual
Yuletide by Candlelight on Sunday,
December 13 at 5 p.m. in the historic
Crescent Avenue Presbyterian
Church in Plainfield.  Artistic Direc-
tor F. Allen Artz, III, will lead the
Crescent Singers in a free concert
entitled There is No Rose to cel-
ebrate the wonder of Jesus’ birth.
The sanctuary will be illuminated
only by candles, and the audience
members will be invited to join in
many of the carols during this unique
Crescent Concerts tradition.

The Crescent Singers will open
with a 20th century setting of the
words to the 15th century carol,
"There is no Rose of Such Virtue."
Following that, the choir will present
music from the Renaissance to the

present -- with such diverse offer-
ings as Vaughan Williams’s arrange-
ment of the cheery Gloucestershire
Wassail to Scriven's hauntingly beau-
tiful take on an American poem,
"Christ the Appletree."  The audi-
ence will participate in the singing
of several medleys of favorite Christ-
mas Carols, including "Oh Come all
Ye Faithful" and "Silent Night," with
Allen Artz at the mighty Adams or-
gan.  The event is free to the public.

The Crescent Avenue Presbyte-
rian Church Sanctuary is located at
716 Watchung Avenue, Plainfield.

Combined Chorus
Messiah Sing Planned
WESTFIELD – A combined cho-

rus of The Choral Art Society (CAS)
of New Jersey and The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield choirs will lead a
Messiah Community Sing in The Pres-
byterian Church in Westfield, with
organist Ed Alstrom at 3 p.m. on
Sunday, December 13.

The Messiah Community Sing is a
Westfield area tradition, and an ideal
way to kick off the holiday season.
Come to sing, or just listen. New this
year is a holiday pops.

Audience members are invited to
bring scores, or borrow one of ours at
the door, and join in the singing of
Messiah choruses, and later the holi-
day favorites. Martin A. Sedek, Mu-
sical Director, will conduct the be-
loved Handel oratorio. A donation of
$10 will be gratefully accepted at the
door. For information about the Cho-
ral Art Society of New Jersey, visit
website at www.casofnj.org, or call
(908) 654-5737.

Frank Sinatra Centennial
Celebration Concert Planned

Steve Katz of Blood, Sweat &
Tears to Perform Saturday

SCOTCH PLAINS – The JCC of
Central New Jersey invites the public
to an evening with Guitarist Steve
Katz, founding member of The Blues
Project and Blood, Sweat & Tears
and author of Blood, Sweat and My
Rock ‘n Roll Years.  This event will be
at Congregation Beth Israel on Satur-
day, December 12.

Mr. Katz will perform and share
his experiences as a musician during
a seminal time in rock ‘n roll history.
Mr. Katz has had a long career in the
music business beginning in the
1950s.  Along with his time with
Blood, Sweat & Tears, Katz produced
albums for Lou Reed, spent time as a
record executive in the 1970s and
now has authored his autobiography.

“I love love love Steve Katz’s new
book Blood, Sweat and My Rock ’n’
Roll Years—a dizzying, delicious,
head-spinning, heart-wrenching tale
of the Sixties…stories of the great
band he was part of, a band that tore

up the charts while the music rolled
up the avenues of the world,” says
Judy Collins, singer and writer. “Great
book, great read, great life”

Mr. Katz goes on at 8:15 p.m.  There
is a VIP reception with Steve begin-
ning at 7 p.m. and general admission
begins at 7:30 p.m.  His book will be
on sale at the event for $25. Visit
www.jccnj.org for ticket price and
purchase and information on how to
become a VIP.  Advance sale tickets
are discounted.

Congregation Beth Israel is located
at 18 Shalom Way in Scotch Plains.

The JCC of Central New Jersey is
located at 1391 Martine Avenue in
Scotch Plains. The JCC of Central
New Jersey is a constituent agency of
the Jewish Federation of Greater
MetroWest NJ, United Way of Greater
Union County and the Westfield
United Fund. Financial assistance is
available for membership and vari-
ous programs.

WESTFIELD – On
Saturday,December 12 at 7:30 p.m.
vocalist Karen Egert’s “One For My
Baby”…a musical tribute to two
iconic figures,songwriter Johnny
Mercer and Frank Sinatra, whose tal-
ents grace the history ofThe Great
American Songbook comes to the
intimate Galeria West  at 111 Quimby
Street in downtown Westfield.

Theshow celebrates Frank Sinatra’s
100th birthday as Karen, alongwith
bassist Chris Berger and pianist Matt
King perform the classic songs of
Johnny Mercer that Frank Sinatra re-
corded.  Sinatra’s masterful rendi-
tions of Mercer'stimeless lyrics make

this collaboration a perfect pairing.
Egert's performanceof Johnny
Mercer's songs will be integrated with
fascinating biographicalinformation
and other little known tidbits making
for an entertaining music
andstorytelling show for all.

Tickets are priced at $25. Advance
tickets areavailable online at
www.BrownPaperTickets.com (enter
One For My Baby for event search)
or forreservations and more info call
the SunRex Events box office at (908)
301-1285. A portion of event pro-
ceeds benefits programming efforts
at Teatro Si, a 501(c)3 not for profit
theater organization.

The Music Man Marches Into
St. Bartholomew Church

SCOTCH PLAINS – It’s time to
strike up the band as Theatre to All
presents the Tony award-winning play,
The Music Man on Saturday, Decem-
ber 19 at St. Bartholomew the Apostle
Church at 2032 Westfield Ave., Scotch
Plains. The play, performed by com-
munity children, will have shows at 2
p.m. and 7 p.m.  Admission is free, but
donations are welcomed to benefit Char-
ity Begins at Home fund.

The plot revolves around Harold
Hill, a traveling con man who arrives
in River City, Iowa, and convinces
the locals to start a band by purchas-
ing the uniforms and instruments from
him. His intention is to flee as soon as
he receives the money. Librarian
Marian Paroo suspects Harold is a
fraud, but holds her tongue since her

moody brother, Winthrop, is excited
about the band. As Harold begins to
develop feelings for Marian, he faces
a difficult decision about skipping
town.

Entering its sixth year at St.
Bartholomew, Theatre to All was
founded by Lina Zikas and is directed
and performed by kids on a mission to
raise money for the needy in our local
community. With a cast of more than 30
community children (ages seven to 16)
sharing their time, talent and passion,
the show offers terrific dancing, sing-
ing and acting from local rising stars.

Voluntary donations will be collected
for the “Charity Starts at Home” fund
which provides financial relief to fami-
lies in Scotch Plains and surrounding
areas.

"African Noel" and "Ode to Peace".
The Chansonettes, in existence for

over 60 years, performs a holiday con-
cert series in December and a spring
concert series in May of each year. The
women rehearse once a week on
Wednesday nights at the Presbyterian
Church on Mountain Avenue in
Westfield, under the direction of Jean
Schork and accompanied by Mel
Freda.

  For more information regarding
joining the group or booking a future
concert call Amy Herrington at (908)
317-5910.



Page 20  Thursday, December 10, 2015 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Live Music from Continuo Arts
Adds Holiday Cheer to House Tour

Christie Storms for The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TOUR ENTERTAINERS...The Kimball Turn home on this weekend’s holiday home tour included performannces by The
Chanticleers who spread Christmas cheer by singing carols for all to hear in the inviting family room.

By CHRISTIE STORMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — It’s certainly be-
ginning to look a lot like Christmas
around Westfield, from the soaring tree
aglow downtown to the wreaths, gar-
lands and glittering lights strung across
many local porches and porticos. For
those who have ever wondered what
the Christmas décor looks like inside
such residences, the annual “Home for
the Holidays” House Tour provided a
festive glimpse this past weekend.

The tour, which benefits the Continuo
Arts Foundation’s youth and adult choirs
and orchestra, featured four distinctive
Westfield homes. To further exude the
holiday spirit, Continuo musicians and
singers serenaded guests with holiday
music.

The charming Bradford Avenue co-
lonial was a treasure trove of antiques
and heirlooms, many brought from the
homeowners travels to China. A petite
beaded and bejeweled Christmas tree
sparkled on the living room window
seat, with many beaded holiday accent
pillows placed throughout the home.
Not to be missed was the unique iron-
railed spiral staircase with intricate fili-
gree details that lead to an airy third
floor loft.  Visitors nibbled on compli-
mentary Christmas cookies around the
granite kitchen island with built-in
breakfast table while listening to John
Conte play piano in the adjoining fam-
ily room.

On Sandra Circle, a newer colonial
incorporated classic details with sump-
tuous crown moldings and wood in-
lays. Pops of holiday red added festive
flair, from the stemware and wall color
in the dining room to the throw pillows
on the family room couch, to the silky
red ribbon adorning the traditional
wreaths on each window, and bountiful
floral arrangements throughout. Natu-
ral light flooded the kitchen and adja-
cent family room through multiple sets
of sliding French doors and overhead
window transoms. The Continuo Arts
Singers entertained guests from along
the sweeping central staircase.

On nearby Woodbrook Circle, a soar-
ing two-story entrance welcomed visi-

tors into a spacious home chockfull of
built-in cabinetry and decorative mill-
work  The enormous gourmet kitchen
and family areas led to a vast backyard,
and the master suite featured a custom-
ized walk-in closet and ample bath. The
homeowners themselves hung classic
velvet stockings by the chimney with
care near their traditional Christmas
tree, brimming with personalized orna-
ments. Sonaré, the Continuo Arts pro-
fessional vocal ensemble, entertained
guests at this residence.

The Kimball Turn home brimmed
with grandeur at every turn. The sump-
tuous evergreens and full-sized out-
door Christmas tree on the front porch
led visitors into an entryway featuring
hand-painted wallpaper and an elegant
staircase. A stunning circular table in
the dining room was set with sparkling
crystal goblets upon holly table linens
with a miniature needlepoint stocking
tucked into each napkin ring.

Collections of Christmas caroler figu-
rines and old-fashioned glass ornaments
were displayed in the living room while
an adorable collection of Wizard of Oz
nutcrackers added holiday cheer to the
mudroom. The circa 1940’s home was
renovated in 2012 to include every
amenity, such as a wine cellar and the-

ater space in the basement and a master
bedroom with exquisite furniture pieces,
custom dressing room and palatial bath.
The Chanticleers spread Christmas
cheer by singing carols for all to hear.

The public is invited to continue
celebrating the holidays free of charge
at the foundation’s annual “Christmas
Time in the City” concert “spectacular”
on Saturday, December 12 at 7:30 p.m.
at the Presbyterian Church of Westfield.
Home tour guests may bring their home
tour ticket for special reserved seating.

The Home for the Holidays Tour is
sponsored by both the East and West
Coldwell Banker Residential Broker-
age Westfield Offices.

 expressed her appreciation for all
those involved.

“I am grateful for the support this
event received from the community
and our Coldwell Banker sponsors and
thankful to our homeowners, docents,
designers and performers, who helped
make this event a huge success,” said
tour chairperson, Sherrie Natko of
Coldwell Banker,.

Proceeds from the tour will support
the Continuo Arts Foundation’s schol-
arship fund, young artist debut series,
community service projects and per-
formances.

Ring in the New Year with
New Jersey Festival Orchestra

1990 Sharps & Flats Sought
For 25th Anniversary Concert

WESTFIELD – On Thursday, De-
cember 31, at 7 p.m., under the baton
of Maestro David Wroe, the New
Jersey Festival Orchestra, again pre-
sents one of New Jersey’s most popu-
lar New Year’s Eve musical celebra-
tions. The performance, Dancing the
Blues Away, promises a superb revue
of American musical theater classics
presented in glorious symphonic
splendor.

This year’s program, featuring four
international guest vocalists direct
from Broadway and beyond, reads
like a Who's Who of the best of Ameri-
can musical theater - Berlin, Hamlisch,
Rodgers and Hammerstein, Lerner
and Loewe, Boubil and Schonberg
and Leonard Bernstein are just some
of the superb composers featured in
the show.

This not-to-be missed celebration,
eagerly anticipated by much of cen-
tral New Jersey, has been made pos-
sible through the generous sponsor-
ship of The NJ State Council on the

Arts and The Westfield Foundation.
An event for the whole family, this

friendly cabaret–style concert full of
fun, surprises, musical finesse and

virtuoso performances is sure to de-
light young and not so young alike.
With a 7 p.m. start (concert ends at 9
p.m.) and a convenient Westfield High
School location with ample parking,

the concert is a perfect beginning to
New Year’s Eve revels.

 Audience members are advised to
make reservations as soon as possible
as tickets are selling fast and last
year’s concert was a sell-out. Tickets
in advance are $40, $55 or $70. Tick-
ets may be purchased on line
www.njfestivalorchestra.org or by
calling the box office at (908) 232-
9400.

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Community Concert Band, under the
direction of Dr. Thomas Connors,
will perform its 25th annual Holiday
Concert on Thursday, December 17
at 7:30 p.m. at Edison Intermediate
School in Westfield.

The band invites members of the
1990 Roosevelt Intermediate School
Sharps and Flats chorus, which per-
formed with the band at the inaugural
1990 concert, to attend this concert
and join the band and the Edison
School Broadway Singers for the fi-
nal selection, “White Christmas”.

“We thought it would be very nice to
have the 1990 chorus members join us

for this special event”, says Dr. Tho-
mas Connors, conductor of the
Westfield Community Concert Band.
“Many of these chorus members are
likely to now have children of their
own in the middle school chorus.”

The 1990 Sharps and Flats chorus
boasted 50 members and was directed
by Peter J. Bridges.  The band per-
formed its annual holiday concert at
the Roosevelt Intermediate School
until 1995.  For more information
about the concert or to RSVP, email
info@westfieldcommunityband.com,
visit westfieldcommunityband.com or
call Barry Rosenberg, band president
at (732) 356-9400.

Maestro Roe

www.goleader.com
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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

One year of waiting and very
hard work allowed the Cranford
High School football Cougars to
achieve their goal, securing a
North 2, Group 3 championship,
by defeating the Chatham Cou-
gars, 50-23, at Kean University’s
Cougar Stadium in Union on De-
cember 4. How ironic, Cougars
verses Cougars at the home of
the Cougars and it was the
Cranford Cougars boosted their
record to 12-0, the best in school
history.

Cranford senior quarterback

Jack Schetelich did not need to
carry the ball much but when he
did, he plunged through the
Chatham lines for a pair of one-
yard touchdowns. The most dam-
age he did, however, came
through the air when he con-
nected for 12 of 15 passes for
235 yards and four touchdowns
(TD).

Schetelich wisely chose four
receivers. Senior Joe Norton had
four receptions for 75 yards, in-
cluding TDs of 15 yards and a
wide-open 39 yards. Junior Ryan
Bakie had three receptions for 64
yards, which included a 20-yard

TD. Bakie (41 yards rushing) also
had a 30-yard TD run. Senior
Sean Leonard had four recep-
tions for 77 yards, including TDs
of 17 and 24 yards. Leonard (3
carries, 47 yards) also had a
two-point conversion run. Will
Budries had a 19-yard reception.

“It was definitely with our of-
fensive coordinator, Coach Chick
[Mark Ciccotelli], those play calls
were just genius. It’s great hav-
ing all those weapons,”
Schetelich.

Chatham spearheaded by quar-
terback Alex Sands posed a threat
immediately and got to the
Cranford 24 before the drive was
stuffed. Cranford took over pos-
session but was forced to punt.
Chatham blocked the punt and

took over at the Cranford 15. A
sack and a bad snap back-
peddled Chatham to the 46 where
Sands fired a pass down the left
sideline but Cranford cornerback
Chris Szekeres intercepted at the
10 and returned it to midfield.
Seven plays later, Schetelich
connected with Leonard for a 17-
yard TD with 3:01 left in the first
quarter.

From that point, Cranford sat in
the driver’s seat thanks to
Szekeres, who added his second
interception, this time at the
Chatham 15. It took only one
play for Schetelich to find Norton
for the 15-yard TD reception only
19 seconds after the first TD.

“That was a huge interception,
especially with the big return

that gave us great field position.
After the first shot, we got out-
beat, we were playing Cranford
football after that point. When
we play Cranford football and
nobody makes mistakes, it’s hard
to stop us,” Schetelich said.

“Unbelievable game for him. It
was great playing with him all of
these years. That was definitely
big for us then we just went back
to doing what we were coached
to do. From there on, it was all
us. We played our hearts out,”
said offensive/defensive tackle
Will Fries, who will be playing in
the Semper Fi All-American Bowl
Game in January.

“Everyone goes out there with
pre-game jitters. But then after
the first couple of plays, you
start playing football,” middle
linebacker Niko Cappello said.

SCHETELICH TOSSES 4 TD PASSES, HAS 2 TD RUNS; SZEKERES 2 INT, FUMBLE RECOVERY

Cranford Silences Chatham for Grid State Crown, 50-23
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The Cranford defensive line and
linebackers, including Kevin
Doran, Fries (sack), Lucas
Ramadan (2 sacks), Cappello,
Ethan Tom (sack) Mike Bellrose,
Dylan Grady and Paul Esposito,
along with Brian McGovern
stepped up the pressure on
Sands, especially after Chatham
managed to get on the board
with a 27-yard field goal at the
end of the first quarter.

Budries began Cranford’s next
drive with his 19-yard reception.
McGovern (4 carries, 65 yards)
followed with a 28-yard run and
Bakie ended the drive with a 20-
yard TD reception early in the
second quarter.

Chatham’s Justin Hayes took
the kickoff and returned it 62
yards to the Cranford 28. Three
plays later, Sands hit Luke
Sukiennik with a two-yard TD
pass, making the score 21-9.

Cranford’s Chris Curry smoth-
ered Chatham’s squib kick at
the 41. After a nine-yard run,
Schetelich hit Bakie for 28 yards,
McGovern scooted 21 yards to

the one then Schetelich plunged
in for the TD. Szekeres recov-
ered a Chatham fumble on the
ensuing kickoff at the 39 then
Schetelich added more lighting
with a TD strike to Norton who
was all alone on the right.
Leonard added the two-point
conversion.

With two interceptions and a
fumble recovery, it was quite an
evening for Szekeres.

“It was third-and-long. I was
expecting pass. I dropped back
and I was able to make the play
on the ball. The second, Sean
Leonard tipped the ball, so I just
tried to hustle in and make a
play on it. [On the fumble] I was
hustling to the ball. It was com-
ing out,” Szekeres explained.

Cranford upped its lead to 43-
9 when Bakie zigzagged 30 yards
for a TD with 2:56 on the clock.

Early in the second half after
Ramadan recorded an 11-yard

sack, Cranford took over at its
20. Leonard broke loose for 40
yards, Bakie had a 16-yard re-
ception and Schetelich hit
Leonard for a 24-yard TD to
make the score 50-9 and to
start the Mercy Rule clock tick-
ing with 6:45 left in the third
quarter. In came the Cranford
reserve players.

Midway through the fourth
quarter, Chatham’s Chris Kinder
scored on a one-yard run then
with nine seconds on the clock,
Chatham’s Ryan Barnett scored
on an 11-yard reception.

“They are a good team but
sometimes when two heavy-
weights go at it, one guy gets
knocked out in the first, second
round then it was just a blood-
bath. We really took over. We
were the better team tonight,”
Doran said.

This victory was a long time
coming since the Cranford Cou-
gars never forgot their heart-
breaking loss to Parsippany Hills
in the championship game at
MetLife Stadium.

“This is a great moment. Even
though we lost at Par Hills, I feel
for last year’s seniors because I
love all of them and it was just a
terrible way to go out. But that
game fueled our whole season.
Every single game we wanted to
get back to this point and win.
I’m so proud of everybody on
this team because they worked
so hard throughout the whole
year to get back here,” Schetelich
said.

When asked about all the school
records last year’s team broke
and what this year’s team did,
Schetelich replied, “Broke more!”

“It’s tastes that much better
knowing we got that close, we
didn’t get it and then we worked
our way back. We didn’t just give
up. We kept fighting back. We
owed it to the seniors last year to
get the rings because they might
not have gotten their rings but
they deserved it. They built that
bridge allowing us to get here.
We finally finished the job,” Doran
said.

“It tastes great! Words can’t

describe. It’s unreal,” Szekeres
said.

“This is the best feeling in the
world. I am so happy for our
seniors and everybody who put
in the hard work,” Fries said.

“We have been waiting a long
time for this, especially from last
year. It didn’t just start last year.
We were in eighth grade saying
we got to win the state champi-
onship before we get out of high
school,” Cappello said. “We did
it!”
Chatham   0   9   0 14 23
Cranford 14 29   7   0 50

Reading is Good For You
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Garwood Losing Police Officer,
Eyeing New DPW Worker

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The borough will
lose a police officer, appears on
the verge of hiring a public works
employee and may be in the
market soon for a garbage truck,
the council learned at its regular
meeting Tuesday.

Police Committee Chairwoman
and Councilwoman Carol Kearney
said in her report that Police
Officer Andrew Horan has sub-
mitted his resignation, effective
Thursday, December 31, to take
a better-paying position with an-
other department.

After the meeting, Police Chief
Bruce Underhill would not tell
The Westfield Leader which de-
partment Officer Horan, who has
been with Garwood two-and-a-
half years, was leaving for be-
cause the hiring has not become
official.

The resignation would reduce
the Garwood Police Department
to 15, including Chief Underhill
and second-in-command Captain
Doug Stoffer.

The meeting began with a re-
port from Department of Public
Works (DPW) Superintendent
Clint Dicksen, who was asked by
Councilman Jim Mathieu about
the status of replacing Timothy
Delgado, who was fired in Octo-
ber.

Mr. Dicksen replied that he be-
lieved the matter was to be dis-
cussed later in the evening, and
while nothing was mentioned
publicly, Mr. Dicksen joined coun-
cil for a brief closed executive
session at the end of the meet-
ing. Council members did not
disclose what was discussed.

However, in his report, Mr.
Dicksen did say that the DPW has
scrambled to keep equipment
running, disclosing that the

“backup” garbage truck was re-
cently taken out of service for
repairs, which required some
“jockeying of equipment” to keep
up with the leaf-collection sched-
ule.

“We’re moving in a forward di-
rection, knock on wood,” Mr.
Dicksen said, which prompted a
query from Council President Bill
Nierstedt about “capital pur-
chases.”

“I’ll have my five-year capital
plan soon,” Mr. Dicksen said.
“We may have to talk about re-
placing the garbage truck. The
backup has a lot of issues. We
spent money to fix it, but I don’t
see it being long for this world.”

During a discussion about pos-
sible price, which Mr. Dicksen
said can reach $350,000, he
mentioned that the compactor
on the backup is older than he is
and has been used on two other
trucks.

Mr. Dicksen also informed the
council that he has transferred
the third of three mower/trac-
tors used by Fanwood to
Garwood for the winter. Mr.
Dicksen also works as superin-
tendent in Fanwood, arranged
in a highly contentious shared-
services agreement approved in
July. The tractor, which is used
by Fanwood as a backup, has
been outfitted with a plow and
cab and will be used for clearing
snow on sidewalks.

On another matter, Borough
Attorney Bob Renaud said that
the judge overseeing Garwood’s
request for approval of its man-
datory affordable-housing plan
has granted the borough an ex-
tension of its exemption from
any “builder’s remedy” lawsuits
until April 1.

Mr. Renaud explained that he
interpreted the extension as a

positive development to a chal-
lenge from the Fair Share Hous-
ing Center in Cherry Hill, N.J.,
which wrote to the court sug-
gesting Garwood used an out-
dated standard in devising the
number of units it must provide.

“The special master wouldn’t
have agreed and the court
wouldn’t have granted extension
if it thought we were pursuing
the wrong path,” Mr. Renaud said.
“Their letter is not something we
need to address. The court disre-
garded it, candidly, in granting
immunity. We’re proceeding
along so far with court and spe-

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for the Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – The zoning board
unanimously rejected on Mon-
day a proposal to raze the cen-
tury old Masonic Lodge at the
corner of South Avenue and Tho-
mas Street for a day-care cen-
ter, siding with residents who
expressed concerns about traf-
fic, overdevelopment, water run-
off and noise.

The hearing completed a third
three-hour session dedicated to
the application of Divyajan Man-
agement, which was seeking sev-
eral variances to build The Sap-
ling School facing Thomas Street.

At least 10 area residents ex-
pressed their fear of increased
traffic that would be caused by
the facility, which would have
had a capacity of caring for a
maximum of 179 children up to 6
years old from 6:30 a.m. to 6:30
p.m. Monday through Friday.

One after another, residents
spoke about the difficulty of turn-
ing from Thomas Street on to
South Avenue, especially left.
Commercial development in a
residential zone also was a major
complaint. They expressed their
dismay with recent development
that already has occurred in town
and said they were afraid Cran-
ford would lose its small-town
feel.

Other concerns cited by resi-
dents were the proposed removal
of old tall oak trees on the prop-
erty, the entrance driveway which
was to be located just 35 feet
from South Avenue, noise caused
by the proposed playground that
would be adjacent to yards of
homes on Centennial Avenue and
rear outlets from those proper-
ties if they were bordered by a
wall and six-foot fence.

All of the board members, be-
fore casting their votes, said they

felt the day-care facility was not
a bad idea, because they knew
the lodge was going to sell the
property at some point, but the
concerns of the neighbors made
an impression on them.

“I think that Thomas Street
residents proved to the board
that they were focused and in-

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Library Posts Dates
For Readers’ Forum

CRANFORD — The Readers’ Fo-
rum, the long-running book dis-
cussion group of the Cranford
Public Library, will meet next at
the library on Monday, Decem-
ber 28, at 7 p.m., in the
Fridlington Room. The library is
located at 224 Walnut Avenue.

The group will discuss “The Sto-
ried Life of A.J. Fikry” (2014), a
novel by Gabrielle Zevin. A.J.
Fikry is a bookstore owner. When
his most prized possession, a
rare collection of Poe poems, is
stolen, he begins isolating him-
self from his friends, family and
associates before receiving a
mysterious package that com-
pels him to remake his life.

The Readers’ Forum also will
meet on Monday, January 25,
2016, at 7 p.m., to discuss “Ev-
erything I Never Told You” (2014)
by Celeste Ng.

The group welcomes new mem-
bers at any time. For more infor-
mation, call the library at (908)
709-7272 or send an e-mail to
library@cranfordnj.org.

Cranford Bd. Unanimously
Rejects Day-Care Center

Garwood Knights
Seek Toy Donations

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Knights of Columbus are holding
a toy drive through December.

Donations of brand-new, un-
wrapped toys on behalf of St.
Joseph Social Service Center in
Elizabeth can be dropped off af-
ter 4 p.m. weekdays at the Coun-
cil Hall, located at 37 South Av-
enue, Garwood (opposite
PathMark). On weekends, inter-
ested persons are asked to first
call (908) 789-9809. Parking is
available behind the building off
Willow Avenue (turn at Marty
Shoes). Visitors are asked to use
the side-door entrance.

Monetary donations also are
welcome and may be made pay-
able to “The Garwood K of C Toy
Drive,” attention: Keith M.
Gallagher.

The Knights request that no
toys depicting violence, guns,
dolls exploiting women, or old
stuffed animals be donated. For
more information, call (908) 789-
9809 or Keith Gallagher at (908)
789-0931 after 4 p.m.

Since 1983, St. Joseph Social
Service Center has served the
materially poor and homeless
community of Greater Elizabeth,
N.J. For more information on St.
Joseph Social Service Center, go
to YouTube “Homeless in Eliza-
beth,” parts one and two, or visit
sjeliz.org.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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CF Planning Board Gives
Okay to Pipeline Regulations

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — Constructors of
an oil pipeline that come within
100 feet of a commercial build-
ing or residence would be re-
quired to obtain a permit from
the board of adjustment under
an ordinance given the okay by
the planning board December 2
during the Township Committee’s
workshop session.

The board recommended the
ordinance, prepared by the Town-
ship Committee and submitted
to the board for review, be
adopted with the condition that it
define a pipeline.

“This provides some controls
around it,” Mayor Andis Kalnins
said. “There is a lack of regula-
tion.”

The proposed ordinance, which
will go back to the Township Com-
mittee for adoption, comes 11
months after the committee
unanimously approved a resolu-
tion opposing the Pilgrim Pipe-
line. Pilgrim is a proposed 178-
mile $800-million project between
terminals in Albany, N.Y., and the
Phillips 66 Bayway refinery in Lin-
den that would send crude south
and refined products north.

The proposed route would take
the pipeline through nine Union
County municipalities including
Cranford, Westfield, Clark, Scotch
Plains and Fanwood.

The board also discussed re-
quiring the engineer be present
at application hearings before
the board of adjustment and the
planning board, a topic the board
has addressed in the past.

“If they are requested they will
go,” board member Mary
O’Connor said.

“They bill the escrow accounts”
that are put in place by the appli-
cant, Zoning Officer Robert Hudak
said, who went on to say it could
cost upward of $1,000.

The chairman of the board
would have to request the engi-
neer to attend the hearing, Board
Attorney Nick Giuditta said.

Ann Steinbach said the engineer
should be reviewing applications
with the board prior to the hearing
in case the board has questions.
However, Board Chairman Bobbi
Anderson said the board is not to
discuss the applications with any-
one prior to the hearing.

“Those applications for imper-
vious surface or subdivisions —
the engineer should be there,”
board member Dan Aschenbach
said.

He cited an application for a
property on Lincoln Avenue that
drains directly into Garwood
Brook by the Pathmark food store
on South Avenue. He said it is an
area that floods and the zoning
board could have requested ad-
ditional drainage.

“I’d rather have that ammuni-
tion of the engineer…,” Mr.

cial master and their approval,
or lack of disapproval.”

Affordable housing, mandated
by a series of New Jersey Su-
preme Court decisions in 1975
and 1983 known as the Mount
Laurel cases, was codified into
law with the passage of the Fair
Housing Act by the New Jersey
legislature in 1986, which cre-
ated the Council On Affordable
Housing (COAH).

However, Mount Laurel, COAH
and their mandated remedies
have been disputed for more than
three decades. When Governor
Chris Christie tried to place af-
fordable housing under his ad-
ministration in recent years, the
Supreme Court reclaimed juris-
diction in the spring. That re-
quired each town to go before a
court to get approval for its af-
fordable-housing plan or risk be-
ing threatened with “builder’s
remedy” – usually a large hous-
ing project with numerous af-
fordable units.

In a DPW-related matter, Bor-

volved enough to not have their
property values reduced by traf-
fic and commercialization,” resi-
dent Bill Montani said after the
meeting.

Union County Freeholder Bette
Jane Kowalski, a resident of the
area, attended the meeting to
support her neighbors, but didn’t
speak.

“The people of Cranford need
to have the area as residential,
not sold as a commercial entity,”
Teresa Montani said.

“This is a great grassroots ef-
fort,” Shirley Gazsi added. “We’re
not adversarial as a group. Day
care is a good thing, but in this
situation is dangerous.”

Attorney Edward Hobbie, whose
office abuts the lodge property,
said the traffic would have been
too overwhelming.

“If the child-care center has
about 180 children, to be dropped
off and picked up each day, that
means a daily increase of 360
cars a day to the area,” he said.
“It has got to make an impact on
the area traffic.”

The lodge allows residents to
park in their existing lot. Those
residents will have to park on the
street when the property is sold,
lodge Grand Master James Fos-
ter said.

The next board of adjustment
meeting will be Monday, Decem-
ber 14, 8:15 p.m., at the munici-
pal building.

Holiday Decorating Contest
To Debut In Cranford

CRANFORD — Township resi-
dents are invited to get into the
spirit of the holiday season by
participating in Cranford’s First An-
nual Holiday Decorating Contest.

Interested persons are asked
to fill out the registration form,
stating the house they will be
entering in the contest. Forms
can be found online at
cranford.com or at the Cranford
Community Center, located at
220 Walnut Avenue.

Prizes will be awarded in the
following categories: Most Out-
rageous, Most Traditional and
All-Around Favorite.

Prizes will consist of a gift cer-
tificate to the Artisan Farmer’s

Market at the Community Center
on Saturdays through the win-
ter, as well as a lawn sign desig-
nating the winning homes. A com-
mittee will be put together to
vote. Winners will be announced
on Wednesday evening, Decem-
ber 23.

Registration must be entered
by Friday, December 18. The
registration form can be e-mailed
to: recreation@cranfordnj.org or
dropped off at the Cranford Com-
munity Center. For more infor-
mation, call (908) 709-7283.

Cranford Community Connec-
tion and the Cranford Recreation
and Parks Department are spon-
soring this event.

ough Administrator Christina
Ariemma received approval from
council to ask Chief Underhill for
help in alerting the public about
the change in the recycling sched-
ule, that will change from alter-
nating Thursdays on the north
and south sides of town to every
other Wednesday, the same day,
on both sides of town beginning
in the new year.

Ms. Ariemma said the notice
would be up on the marquee
outside Borough Hall, on the
website and would be sent in the
annual schedule mailed to all
residences.

“But I just don’t think a lot of
people read what we send them,”
Ms. Ariemma said.

Councilwoman Sara Todisco
said the DPW has begun install-
ing signs designating areas for
the residential permit parking,
which the council on September
22 expanded from Anchor Place,
Myrtle Avenue and Willow Av-
enue to 10 other streets on both
sides of the borough.

Garwood Losing Police Officer
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Cranford Bd. Rejects
Day Care Center

New Dog Licenses,
Renewals Due

GARWOOD — Dog licenses are
due during January in Garwood.
To obtain or renew a license, resi-
dents are asked to visit the mu-
nicipal clerk’s office at 403 South
Avenue, Monday through Friday,
between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. Proof
of rabies vaccine covering the en-
tire licensing year is necessary.
More information can be obtained
by calling (908) 789-0710.

The annual Garwood re-orga-
nization meeting of the mayor
and council for 2016 will be held
on Monday, January 4, at 7 p.m.
in the council chambers, munici-
pal building, 403 South Avenue.
The public is encouraged to at-
tend. More information can be
obtained by calling (908) 789-
0710.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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UCC Faculty Receive Recog.
As Distinguished Educators
CRANFORD – Two Union County

College professors named Eliza-
beth (Elizabeth Joyce and Eliza-
beth Hawthorne) are receiving
national recognition in their re-
spective fields of Law and
Cybersecurity. In law, Union
County College’s Paralegal Coor-
dinator and Senior Professor
Elizabeth Joyce was elected as
the American Association for
Paralegal Education’s represen-
tative to the American Bar
Association’s Approval Commis-
sion. In this role, Ms. Joyce will
serve on the commission that
reviews and approves Paralegal
education programs throughout
the United States. The term of
the appointment will begin in
August of 2016 for one year in-
tervals, up to a maximum of
three years.

In Cybersecurity, Elizabeth
Hawthorne earned national rec-
ognition for her expertise as an

educator in this field. The Asso-
ciation for Computing Machinery
named her a Distinguished Edu-
cator for 2015. The ACM is the
nation’s leading association of
computing professionals. Ms.
Hawthorne earned the award for
her innovative education in
Cybersecurity. The criteria for se-
lection to the Distinguished Mem-
ber grade include at least 15 years
of professional experience, five
years of continuous ACM mem-
bership, and significant accom-
plishments or impact within the
computing field. The award rec-
ognizes Ms. Hawthorne and her
affiliation as a senior professor of
Computer Science at Union.

For more information about the
majors offered at Union County
College, go to www.ucc.edu.

Kassidy Clark to Participate
In Fashion Week Benefit

Kassidy Clark

GARWOOD — Five-year-old
Kassidy Clark of Garwood re-
cently was selected to partici-
pate in a 2016 New Jersey Fash-
ion Week event that will take
place on Saturday, February 20,
2016, at the Doubletree by Hilton
Hotel in Newark, N.J. It will ben-
efit an aspiring La Crème Model-
ing/Acting student who has been
fighting Ependymoma brain can-
cer for more than three years.

A Kindergarten student,
Kassidy enjoys fashion, reading,
shopping and collecting
ShopKins. She learned of her
acceptance into this year’s event
when the casting directors an-
nounced their selections in New
York and New Jersey.

This event will be sponsored by
La Crème Modeling/Acting of
Mountainside, as well as local
businesses in an effort to keep
youth away from drugs. Casting
is now open and no experience is

necessary.
The show will feature male and

female models, among them chil-
dren and youth models, and is
expected to draw talent scouts
from the modeling/acting indus-
try and designers in the fashion
business. Ages range from 3 to
65.

Community businesses, orga-
nizations and private individuals
have an opportunity to partici-
pate by becoming an official spon-
sor to Kassidy Clark. Through
sponsorship, each participant in
the Fashion Week event receives
all the necessary training, re-
hearsals and financial support to
prepare them for their role in this
year’s event.

Any business, organization or
private individual interested in
becoming a sponsor to Kassidy
may contact the La Crème Mod-
eling/Acting show coordinator at
(908) 688-4411.

Aschenbach said.
The board went into closed ex-

ecutive session at the end of the
meeting, the topic of which was
not disclosed.

However, during the workshop,
Ms. Snyder inquired when PSE&G
would return for a review of the
design of its substation applica-
tion approved by the board ear-
lier this year. Mr. Giuditta said
that would be discussed at closed
session.

At a recent township meeting,
Tony DiGiovanni of Riverfront De-
velopers, builders of the
Riverfront at Cranford Station
project, voiced his company’s
opposition to the utility’s plan.

“My company is going to be
responsible to attack PSE&G,” he
said.

He also asked why the town-
ship engineer was not present
for the application hearing. The
businesses and residents of the
development on South Avenue,
he said, are not happy with the
design of the substation.

Our roads have holes. Our
bridges are crumbling. The sky is
falling.

The themes often run together,
especially when government of-
ficials insist on raising taxes.

In an effort to increase the
retail gasoline tax, the hue and
cry has gone out that a calamity
is waiting to happen. If that is so,
why is it so?

New Jersey is credited with one
of the lowest retail gasoline taxes
in the country, 14.5 cents per
gallon. That’s approximately a
third of New York (42.2 cents)
but about double Georgia (7.5
cents) and Alaska (8 cents).

For as high as New York’s gas
tax is, their roads and bridges
don’t seem to be three times

better than New Jersey’s, and
Georgia’s don’t seem to be twice
as bad.

So a correlation between gaso-
line taxes and road/bridge sta-
tus is tenuous at best. State
taxes are state taxes. They all go
to Trenton. What the state gov-
ernment chooses to spend that
money for is where the devil lies.

Proponents of a hike in the gas
tax insist that the money would
be used only for “transportation
infrastructure.”

A Fairleigh Dickinson Univer-
sity poll last month found New
Jerseyans are opposed to raising
the gas tax 62-36 percent. Of the
62 percent against, 39 percent
said it was because they were
dubious the money would actu-

ally go to roads and bridges.
Almost half (48 percent) simply
said taxes were too high already.

So if the roads are about to slip
into the sea, and the bridges into
the rivers, those who say the
situation is so bad must reallo-
cate funds from a less important
need.

That’s what governance is all
about, you know, making the
“tough” decisions, determining
which needs are imperative and
those that are less critical (or
superfluous).

Claiming that raising the gaso-
line tax puts the burden on those
who benefit, i.e. suburban driv-
ers, is another dubious ploy.
Anyone who buys anything ben-
efits, because every organic Brus-

sels sprout to every gas guzzling
SUV arrives by truck over the
same roads.

In reality, we don’t generally
doubt the assessment that the
roads and bridges could use some
help. It’s New Jersey. The engi-
neering reports predicting im-
pending disaster, depending on
whose commissioning them,
might be cause for a hairy eye-
ball or two.

But nonetheless if the roads
and bridges are that bad then
the lawmakers demanding re-
pairs and improvements must
reallocate money they’ve cho-
sen to spend elsewhere. In a
budget of $32.5 billion, there
has to be at least a couple hun-
dred million.

Probitas Verus Honos

If Bridges, Roads Are Crumbling, Prioritize Existing $32-Billion Budget

CF PB OKs Pipeline
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