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Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
FESTIVE ATMOSPHERE.... At Cranford's street fair on Sunday, live music
keeps the crowd singing along. Country Western music, Broadway music and
pop entertained attendees throughout the afternoon.

The new regulations would add
the 100 to 300 blocks of Cedar
Street, the 200 to 300 blocks of
Center Street, the 100 to 300
blocks of East Street, the 100 to
300 blocks of North Maple Av-
enue, the 100 to 300 blocks of
North Oak Street, Second and
Third Avenues from the Cranford
border to North Maple, the 100
to 300 blocks of South Oak Street,
the 200 to 300 blocks of West
Street and Winslow Place be-
tween North Avenue and Second
Avenue.

Council members received their
first look at a draft of the ordi-
nance on March 10, but Mrs.
Tarantino, the parking commit-
tee chairwoman, said residents
on the affected streets were still
in the process of being notified.

She asked that any public dis-
cussion and vote on the measure

be delayed until the notification
was complete and residents had
an opportunity to ask questions
or voice their thoughts.

Also, Council President Bill
Nierstedt alerted the council that
the planning board, of which he
is a member, will receive and
hold a public hearing on the “in
need of development” study at
its next meeting on Wednesday,
May 27. The study was conducted
on the Casale sheet metal fac-
tory property and the adjoining
Petco Plastics property on South
Avenue.

The meeting will be similar to
the one on March 25, during
which the board declared the
largely idled Garwood Paperboard
plant on North Avenue as a
blighted property and meeting
the needs for redevelopment, Mr.
Nierstedt said.

Currently, the Cranford school
district is the second highest em-
ployer in Union County behind
only the county offices them-
selves. Included in the benefits
are not just health care, but also
unemployment insurance, work-
ers compensation insurance, and
Social Security payroll taxes for
non-certified staff members,
many of which are state man-
dated.

In terms of funding, 88 percent
of the budget comes direct from
taxpayers, 5 percent is from state
aid ($2,749,428) and 2 percent
is from federal aid ($1,071,116).
An additional 5 percent comes
from tuition revenue
($3,162,410), which is paid by
students of other districts who
attend Cranford schools because
of the services offered for those
with special needs.

The 5 percent of the budget
that is paid for by state aid is still
$1 million below its seven-year
high during the 2009-2010 school
year. The following year, 2010-

2011, the state slashed aid from
$3,346,082 to just $751,837,
which resulted in the layoff of
teachers and the cutting of many
school programs. Mr. Carfagno
noted that those budget cuts were
still hurting the district, saying,
“some things have come back,
some haven’t… we lost $2.6 mil-
lion in a 24-hour period. To con-
tinue to grow in other areas as a
district some [programs] have
not been able to be brought back.”

Another concern mentioned at
the meeting was the uncertain
future of student population size
for the school district. Currently,
the budget is created with the
projection of a level student en-
rollment. There will be an increase
next year in grades 9 through 12,
but the district will see a fall in the
enrollment for Kindergarten
through grade 5, keeping the total
enrollment at 3,898 students.
Using a study by a demographer
that was commissioned by the
district a few years ago, the board
anticipates a long-term decrease

in enrollment.
However, the proposed housing

developments in the town have
the potential to “slam the dis-
trict,” in the words of Mr. Carfagno.
The budget has no surplus built
into it and all additional revenue
is slated to go towards paying off
bonds. (Cranford has $1.5 million
in bonds outstanding, which is
low for a school district, accord-
ing to the BOE).

Should developments in town
go through, it could place a heavy
burden on the school district and
create the need for additional
teaching positions in a district
that is trying to keep class size
down, having recently voted to
decrease student numbers in kin-
dergarten classes to better meet
the PARCC test requirements.

Barker Lounge, Multi-
Family OK’d by Zoning Bd.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — The zoning board
of adjustment (BOA) on Monday
night approved two applications.
The third applicant, Heritage
Square of Cranford LLC, carried
its application for a second time.
It is to be heard Monday, May 11.

Final site approval for Fundog,
Inc., doing business as the Barker
Lounge, to be located at 410-
450 North Avenue East, was
granted by the board by a 6-to-
0 vote. The Barker Lounge first
came before the board in Febru-
ary, at which time the BOA had
asked for revisions to the site
plan that included signage, the
façade, lighting and landscap-

ing, said the applicant’s attor-
ney, Joseph Paparo of Hehl and
Hehl. The dog daycare facility is
planning to relocate from its cur-
rent location in Roselle to
Cranford.

The applicant’s revised site plan
changed its original bright blue-
colored awnings to a muted blue
and reduced the number of aw-
nings, the applicant’s architect,
Arthur Henn, said, per the board’s
request. The architect also elimi-
nated a band of blue on the
façade that was in the original
design to complement the brand-
ing of the business.

“Mr. Henn went to great lengths
to tone down the look from the
original proposal... We feel it is
appropriate for the Township of
Cranford,” Mr. Paparo said.

The company’s signs will be

Garwood Adopts $7.8-Mil. Budget
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Cranford BOE Presents ‘15-16 Budget of $58 Mil.

Senior Monday
Morning Movies

CRANFORD – Monday morning
movies are being held for
Cranford Senior Citizens at the
Cranford Community Center.

Upcoming movies are n Mon-
day, May 4 (The Bridges of Madi-
son County) and Monday, May
11 (Big Eyes).

Movies are shown in the Audio
Visual Room starting at 11:15
a.m., 2nd floor, Cranford Com-
munity Center. The program is
open to Cranford resident’s only.

For additional information
please call (908) 709-7283.
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