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Submissions Now Open for
Liberty Live Commission

UNION – Premiere Stages, the pro-
fessional theatre in residence at Kean
University, is committed to support-
ing emerging playwrights through
the development and production of
new plays. Under the umbrella of the
Premiere Stages Play Festival, Pre-
miere produces a biannual commis-
sioning program for New Jersey play-
wrights entitled Liberty Live. Now in
its third incarnation, Liberty Live is a
unique partnership with Kean’s Lib-
erty Hall Museum that features a
production of a new play that cel-
ebrates New Jersey history, tours of
the museum, interactive displays,
workshops for children and talk-
backs with local historians.  Past Lib-
erty Live initiatives have focused on
Westfield and Elizabeth.

Aspiring and established play-
wrights are invited to submit propos-
als for new one-act plays to Premiere
Stages. Playwrights must be affili-
ated with New Jersey (current resi-
dents or natives of the state). The
commissioned writer will be awarded
$1,000, and the script will be devel-
oped in 2015 and professionally pro-
duced in November 2016 at Liberty
Hall Museum. Premiere seeks pro-
posals for 45 to 60 minute plays that
explore an event or events of histori-
cal significance that celebrate New
Jersey’s rich and diverse history.

For 2015/2016, Premiere Stages
will accept proposals that explore any
inspired play about New Jersey his-
tory. However, the selection panel is
particularly interested in plays that
explore one of the following subjects:
Events that helped the Union cause in
the American Civil War (in celebra-
tion of the 150th Anniversary); the
dramatization of events that have hap-

pened in the township of Plainfield or
the unique friendship between Albert
Einstein and Marian Anderson.

Three of the submitted proposals
will be selected as finalists and play-
wrights will be interviewed.  Pro-
posals are due by Tuesday, June 30.
The winning proposal will be se-
lected by Saturday, August 15 and
that playwright will be commis-
sioned to write a play based on the
submitted proposal. Upon comple-
tion of the first draft, the playwright
will receive a $1,000 award. The
winning play will be developed
from August through November and
three staged readings will be held
in November at Premiere Stages.
Community leaders, historians,
school administrators and patrons
will be invited to attend the read-
ings to provide feedback and so-
lidify partnership opportunities.
From November 2015 through No-
vember 2016, Premiere Stages will
work with the playwright to con-
tinue to develop the play. Premiere
Stages will also forge collabora-
tions and partnerships with organi-
zations and groups statewide. The
project will culminate with a fully
produced Equity production at Pre-
miere Stages in November 2016.

Submission guidelines are now
available, and there is no fee to
enter.  Please visit www.kean.edu/
premierestages/liberty.php or email
premiere@kean.edu for full guide-
lines. All entries are evaluated by a
panel of theatre professionals and
historians in consultation with
Premiere’s Producing Artistic Di-
rector, John J. Wooten, and the Di-
rector of the Liberty Hall Museum,
William Schroh.

MUSICAL COMEDY...Emily Greenberg and Lindsay Braverman star as Rose-
mary and Smitty in How to Succeed In Business Without Really Trying opening at
CDC Theatre in Cranford on Friday, May 1.

Chansonettes to Begin
Spring Concert Tour
WESTFIELD – The Chansonettes

of Westfield are all set embark on
their spring concert tour starting on
Sunday, May 3 at Cranford Senior
Housing followed by stops over the
following two weeks at Westfield
Senior Housing, Chelsea Fanwood,
Atria of Cranford and Runnells Spe-
cialized Hospital. The all female cho-
rus will present the groups timeless
favorites including "Blue Skies",
"Dream a Little Dream of Me",
"America the Beautiful", "Let's Go
Fly a Kite"  and "Stop, In the Name of
Love".

The Chansonettes, in existence for
over 60 years, performs a holiday
concert series in December and a
spring concert series in May of each
year. The women rehearse once a
week on Wednesday nights at the
Presbyterian Church on Mountain
Avenue in Westfield, under the direc-
tion of Jean Schork and accompanied
by Mel Freda.

Anyone needing more information
regarding joining the group or booking
a future concert may call co-president
Amy Herrington at (908) 317-5910.

Musical Club of Westfield
Celebrated Music Week

Fanwood Arts and
Crafts Festival Panned

 FANWOOD – On Saturday, May
9 the Celebrate Spring Arts & Crafts
Festival will be held at the Fanwood
Train Station, 250 South Ave,
Fanwood, N.J. Open from 10 a.m. to
5 p.m., this free event will feature
approximately 75 artisans displaying
and selling their original handmade
works, such as oil and acrylic paint-
ings, watercolors, sculpture, photog-
raphy, pottery, jewelry, decorative fi-
ber works, metal works, paper, stone,
garden works and more.

This festival will also offer many
gourmet food vendors selling along
the festival site.  A live concert will
showcase jazz, acoustic, oldies and
more.

For more information call visit
www.jcpromotions.info/calendar/
event/fanwood-nj-168 or call (201)
998-6311, or
events@jcpromotions.info.

WESTFIELD – Westfield Mayor
Andrew Skibitsky recently signed a
proclamation congratulating the Mu-
sical Club of Westfield on the occa-
sion of its centennial anniversary and
in appreciation of “the importance of
music in a civilized world,” desig-
nated the week of May 3 through May
9 of 2015 as Music Week in the town
of Westfield.

The theme of Music Week 2015 is
Music, Heartbeat of the Soul. To cel-
ebrate, the Musical Club of Westfield
invites the public to a Free Concert
program to be held at the First Baptist
Church of Westfield, 170 Elm St. on
Wednesday, May 13 at 7:30 p.m.

The Crescent Singers, under the
direction of F. Allen Artz III, will
perform a program of choral music
entitled All Creatures Great and Small.
Selections will include  All Things
Bright and Beautiful, John Rutter,
Silent Noon, David C. Dickau , Il est
Bel et Bon, Pierre Passereau

The Butterfly, Charles Davidson.
All the Pretty Little Horses, Jeffrey
Douma , The Nightingale, Thomas
Weelkes , The Little White Hen, An-
tonio Scandello , Mary Had a Little
Blues, Charles A. Collins ,
Contapunto Bestiale alla Mente,

Adriano Banchieri, The Turtle Dove,
arr. Arlene Rentz , Sweet Suffolk Owl,
Thomas Vautor ,The Seal Lullaby,
Eric Whitacre.

Also on the program are Wendy
Romano, bassoon, Robert Romano,
clarinet Carolle-Ann Mochernuk, pi-
ano who will present the Trio
Pathetique in D minor by Michael
Glinka and Ellen Goff Entriken, So-
prano, Chris Dellarso, Clarinetist and
William F. Entriken, Pianist who will
conclude the concert with  Der Hirt
auf dem Felsen (The Shepherd on the
Rock) Op. 129,1828  by Franz
Schubert.

The audience is invited to a recep-
tion after the program to enjoy some
light refreshment and to meet the per-
formers.

The Musical Club of Westfield is a
501c3 organization now in its 99th
season, and offers scholarships to
promising young musicians who are
pursuing a musical education. Mem-
bership in the club is open to anyone
who in interested in music. Those
wishing information about member-
ship in the Musical Club of Westfield
as a performer or an associate mem-
ber may visit our website at
www.musicalclubofwestfield.org.

WCP to Present Spelling Bee
To Close Out 2014-15 Season

WESTFIELD – Westfield Com-
munity Players closes its 2014-2015
season with the musical The 25th
Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee.
The show opens Friday, May 9 and
runs weekends through May 30. The
theater is located at 1000 North Ave.,
West, Westfield, NJ.  Tickets are $25
for adults, $15 for students (matinee
only) and $12 for active military per-
sonnel, all performances. Tickets can
be reserved by calling the 24 hour
tape (908) 232-1221.

This is a tale of several socially
awkward youngsters finding joy,
heartache and a purpose in compet-
ing at the regional spelling bee fea-
tures a score by William Finn and a
book by Rachel Sheinkin.

The show is directed by Brian
Remo, of South Plainfield, produced
by Steve Lemenille, of Clark, chore-
ography by Patrick Starega, of
Winfield Park  and stage managed by
Barbara Ruban from Springfield.  The
cast features Evan King ( Chip), of
Edison, Tim James (Coneybear) of
Somerset, Nikkie Ashe (Marcy) of
Lake Hiawatha, Chris Guell (Barfee)
of Old Bridge, Alicia Cordero (Ol-
ive) of Union City, Patrick Starega
(VP Panch) of Winfield Park, and
Kara Wilson (Rona) of Rahway. Con-
tinuing the opening night tradition,
audience members are invited to a
reception with the cast and crew im-
mediately following the final curtain.

Funding is made possible by the
New Jersey State Council of the Arts,
Department of State, a partner agency
of the National Endowment of the
Arts, through a grant administered by
the Union County Office of Cultural
and Heritage Affairs.

County Employees Awards
And Art Exhibit to be Held

Sandi Patty’s Broadway
Stories to be at Enlow Hall

THE TEMPEST...Shakespear’s The Tempest will be produced at The English
Barn, a recently restored architectural jewel at Farmstead Arts Center, 450 King
George Road, Basking Ridge on Fridays and Saturdays, May 8 through 23. For
ticket sales, visit www.eventbrite.com/e/the-tempest-tickets-16705059282?aff=es2
or www.farmsteadartscenter.org. The cast of The Tempest includes Lisa Black as
Ariel, pictured above.

Madrigal Singers to
Present Spring Concert

Mad Men Style Musical
Comedy Coming to CDC

Celebration Singers to
Perform in Scotch Plains

UNION – The Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders will recog-
nize local artists and present awards
at a reception on Tuesday, May 5, at
the 14th Annual Exhibit and Contest
for County of Union Employees and
Their Families. The free reception
and awards ceremony will begin at
5:30 p.m. at the Elizabethtown Gas
Company, located in the Liberty Hall
Center, 1085 Morris Avenue in Union.

“This show offers a chance for our
Union County employees and family
members to shine,” said Freeholder
Bette Jane Kowalski, liaison to the
Union County Cultural and Heritage
Programs Advisory Board. “The art-
work that they do in their spare time
is outstanding, and we are proud to
display it in the beautiful atrium space
of the Liberty Hall Center. We are
grateful to Elizabethtown Gas for
generously hosting the program and
awards reception and to the National
Arts Program Foundation for funding
the prize awards.”

Presented in partnership with the
National Arts Program®, the exhibit
will be open weekdays until May 26,
from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.

“The Freeholders share the goal of
the National Arts Program Founda-
tion to reach as many people as pos-
sible of all ages, offering them a
chance to show their creations,” said
Freeholder Chairman Mohamed S.
Jalloh. “We invite you to view this
exhibit of exceptional artwork at the
Liberty Hall Center.”

The art exhibit will be judged by
three prominent artists: Laura Brown,
Peter Lester and Joan Pamboukes.

Laura Brown is an artist and teacher
living and working in Union County.
After receiving a BFA from the School
of Visual Arts in New York, she went
on to get a Post-Baccalaureate cer-
tificate to teach Fine Arts. Laura has
taught Fine Arts in public schools in
New York and New Jersey and is
currently teaching art classes to both
children and adults. She is a member
of the Arts Guild of New Jersey and
the Contemporary Art Group and
serves on the board of the Westfield
Art Association. She also continues
to study, paint and exhibit regularly.

Peter Lester attended the
Camberwell School of Art and the
Heatherly School of Fine Arts in Lon-
don and the School of Visual Arts in
New York. At the Children’s Televi-
sion Workshop, he was a Digital Art-
ist, Art Director and Director of Art
and Animation. Peter’s artwork has
been exhibited at the Dianna Burke
Gallery in New York, Gallery Aferro
and City Without Walls in Newark.
Among his clients are: Hooked on
Phonics, The Karsten Foundation,
Scholastic, Byron Price, National
Geographic, and Digital Tape and
Ink. Peter also teaches Photoshop and
Digital Media at The Visual Arts Cen-
ter of New Jersey in Summit.

Joan Pamboukes received her BFA
from Massachusetts College of Art
and her MFA at New Jersey City
University. Her photography has been
exhibited in numerous exhibitions at
venues such as the Jersey City Mu-
seum, The Brooklyn Brewery, Gal-
lery Aferro and City Without Walls in
Newark, Chashama UpTown and
Hunter College Times Square Gal-
lery in New York. Joan also teaches
photography at Long Island Univer-
sity in Brooklyn, the County College
of Morris and at the Visual Arts Cen-
ter of New Jersey.

The National Arts Program® is in
its 32nd year with 82 annual pro-
grams reaching 450 cities in 38 states.
The program was conceived by
Leonard E.B. Andrews (1925 - 2009),
an art collector, publisher, business
executive and journalist, “for the en-
couragement and development of ar-
tistic expression.” The goal of the
National Arts Program® is to provide
an uninhibited opportunity for people
to present their talent, at whatever
level, in a free, public exhibition. The
National Arts Program® is sponsored
by The National Arts Program Foun-
dation of Malvern, Pennsylvania. To
learn more about the program, visit
www.thenationalartsprogram.org.

Additional support for this event is
provided by the New Jersey State
Council on the Arts, Department of
State, a partner agency of the Na-
tional Endowment for the Arts.

For more information, contact the
Union County Office of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs, 633 Pearl Street,
Elizabeth NJ 07202. Telephone (908)
558-2550 or e-mail:
culturalinfo@ucnj.org. NJ relay us-
ers dial 711.

UNION – Kean University’s Enlow
Recital hall will present Sandi Patty,
one of the most highly acclaimed per-
formers of our time on Sunday, May 3
at 3 p.m.  Ms. Patti’s career has re-
sulted in  five Grammy® Awards, four
Billboard Music Awards, three plati-
num records, five gold records, and
eleven million units sold. While her
thirty-year career is heavily rooted in
the gospel music industry, Ms. Sandi
has had the opportunity in more recent

years to extend her career outside the
genre with her debut full length sym-
phonic pops album Broadway Stories
which has received rave reviews.

Tickets to Sandi Patty in Enlow
Hall are $35 to $55 and can be pur-
chased by calling Kean Stage Box
Office at (908) 737-SHOW (7469),
online at http://EnlowHall.kean.edu
or in person at Kean University’s
Wilkins Theater Box Office (1000
Morris Avenue in Union, N.J.).

SCOTCH PLAINS – Under the
direction of Brian Clissold and Jenni-
fer Jenkins, The Celebration Singers
are preparing for their spring perfor-
mance “The Rhythm of Life” at Scotch
Plains Fanwood High School, 667
Westfield Road, Scotch Plains, on
Friday, June 5 and Saturday, June 6 at
8 p.m.  Tickets can be purchased
online at celebration-singers.org or
through the phone at (908) 552-4656.

The Celebration Singers is a non-
profit musical entertainment organi-
zation.    Our goal is to reach out to as
many people as possible in as many
different environments so as to ex-
pose people to the Art of Music.  Our
diverse programs give audiences the
opportunity to experience a wealth of
musical styles and disciplines, and
see this music performed by children
and adults.

Although many outstanding choral
groups exist in our state, there are few
groups that bring the same rigorous
and exacting musical standards to the

performance of the variety of songs.
Our mission is to bring before as wide
an audience as possible the beauty,
richness, and excitement of not only a
valuable segment of American cul-
ture, “the Classic American Popular
Song,” but of songs of many styles
and from other cultures.  At the same
time, we look to provide a more di-
verse musical education to our chil-
dren and adult chorus members and
audience alike.  It continues to grow
in scope, appeal, and audience and
member enthusiasm.

Funding for the Celebration Sing-
ers is made possible in part by the
New Jersey State Council for the Arts,
Department of State, through a grant
administered by the Union County
Office of Cultural and Heritage Af-
fairs.  For more information, please
visit our website at celebration-
singers.org, or email us at:
celebrationsingersnewjersey@gmail.com
. You may also leave a phone message
at (908) 552-4656.

CRANFORD – How to Succeed In
Business Without Really Trying opens
its run at CDC Theatre in Cranford on
Friday, May 1. Power, sex, ambition,
greed...it’s just another day at the of-
fice. From the authors of Guys and
Dolls comes one of the most delight-
fully irreverent musicals of all time. A
satire of big business and all it holds
sacred, the show follows the rise of J.
Pierrepont Finch, who uses a little
handbook called “How To Succeed In
Business Without Really Trying” to
climb the corporate ladder from lowly
window washer to high-powered ex-
ecutive, tackling such familiar but
potent dangers as the aggressively
compliant “company man,” the office
party, backstabbing co-workers, caf-
feine addiction and, of course, true
love.

Director Jeffrey Fiorello recently
described the production design for the

show. Set in the 1960’s, it “Has similari-
ties to the design feel of the popular TV
show Mad Men, but with a light, come-
dic twist. The production will use a live
orchestra and Musical Director Jack
Bender has produced some new or-
chestrations that will feature a saxo-
phone quartet, giving the show an inter-
esting, unique sound. Our talented cast
of 23 performers comes from through-
out New Jersey and New York.

The show runs weekends from Fri-
day, May 1 through Saturday, May 16
and information and tickets can found
by visiting www.cdctheatre.org or call-
ing (908) 276-7611.

Funding has been made possible in
part by the NJ State Council on the
Arts, Dept. of State, a Partner Agency
of the National Endowment for the
Arts, through a grant administered by
the Union County Office of Cultural
and Heritage Affairs.

WESTFIELD – The Madrigal
Singers will present their annual
Spring Concert, "Come Again Sweet
Love", on Sunday, May 17 at the
First United Methodist Church, One
East Broad Street, in Westfield at 4
p.m.

The program will include songs,
madrigals and sacred works by
Victoria, Dowland, Byrd, Tallis,
Scarlatti, Mozart and John Sichel.

The Madrigal Singers are an a
capella choral group specializing in
Mediaeval and Renaissance music.
The group, founded in 1948, is cur-
rently in under the direction of John
Sichel, and is comprised of sopra-
nos Martha Desmond, Heather
Keith, Pam Newell and Amy
Wechsler; altos Donna Brumbaugh,
Roberta Lichtenberg, Jennifer
Melick and Sarah Riffel; tenors Tim
Brown, Richard DeVany, Christo-
pher Ferro and Gustavo Sanchez;

and basses Greg Hartline and Kirk
Robbins. Judy Sullivan will per-
form the readings.

General admission, available at
the door, is $15; admission for stu-
dents and seniors is $10.

Percussion Ensemble
To Perform May 3

NEW PROVIDENCE — The New
Jersey Youth Symphony (NJYS) Per-
cussion Ensemble will perform a
Spring concert on Sunday, May 3 at 3
p.m. at West Morris Mendham High
School located at 65 East Main Street
in Mendham. The concert is free and
open to the public.

For additional information about
our community programs and class
offerings visit our website
www.WhartonMusicCenter.org or
call (908) 790-0700.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com


