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Blue Devils Big ‘D’ Stuns Hilltopper Laxers, 6-5
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

ating turnovers and preventing the
potent Hilltopper offense from get-
ting favorable position.

“It was a little different for me,
because usually I am on one of their
main dodgers. The way their offense
works, they like to make everything
go to the middle, a lot of cutters. So
being the most experienced one down
there, it was my job to make sure
nothing happens in the middle,”
Simcox explained. “When the ball’s
on the ground, that ball is mine every
time. Luckily they put the ball on the
ground more times than they usually
do, and I was able to make some plays
with it.”

“That was our game plan. With
Simcox in the middle of the field,
people definitely have to have their
heads up. When the ball hits the
ground, I will give him nine out of 10
GB’s [ground balls]. He did a fantas-
tic job clearing the ball for us, great
patience, nice ball movement,” Coach
Tuohy said.

Defenders Owen Prybylski and
Kyle Dombroski were also putting
the pinch on the Hilltoppers and
scooped up several ground balls of
their own.

“The middies up top were all over
the field creating turnovers. Kyle was
unbelievable. They were putting pres-

sure on hands, making them make
passes they didn’t want to make. They
made poor passes which resulted in
turnovers and a lot of interceptions
for us, which got a lot of offense the
other way and gave us possession,”
Simcox said.

Burgdorf made 10 saves and his
most important one came with 5:45
remaining with his team leading 6-4.
He quickly got the ball out to his
midfielders which enabled them to
run a few minutes off the clock.

“When it came across his body and
kind of got it with his glove, it looked
like he popped it out. He did a great
job. That’s his job and the defenders’
job is to make sure they don’t score.
The attacks’ job is to make sure they
have ball possession, put points on
the board. And middies in that transi-
tion. Everybody did their job today,”
Coach Tuohy said.

“The defense was able to take away
all the shots that they wanted. We were
able to force them back into their selves
and take away the angles that they
wanted,” Burgdorf said. “The defense
did a great job of blocking them down.
We were playing as a unit and we were
trying to keep their middies on lock and
same with their attack.”

Putting points on the scoreboard
was needed and the Blue Devils hit

first when Luke Prybylski created a
turnover and tossed the ball to James
Bohlinger, who set up Kyle Rittendale
for a stuff with 9:26 left in the first
quarter. Rittendale and Bohlinger
would both finish the game with two
goals and an assist. Prybylski actu-
ally got the Blue Devils’ final goal
with 8:56 remaining in the game and
Pat Aslanian assisted all three on goals.
Freshman Jake Wornow scored an
unassisted goal on a rebound in the
second quarter.

“Rittendale and Bohlinger are al-
ways guys you can find inside. They
are always looking to finish. If we can
keep our heads up with our main
dodgers, we can get easy goals in-
side, and today that was what we
were kind of looking for,” Coach
Tuohy said.

Viewing from his goalkeeper posi-
tion, Burgdorf said, “We weren’t forc-
ing any stupid shots inside. They were
finishing the ball well inside. They
are always looking for that one more
pass to the backside because the closer
you get to the goal, the better the shot
is going to be.”

The Hilltoppers actually took a 2-1
lead after the first quarter when Chris
Zanelli scored with 5:43 on the clock
then John Codrey found the net with
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Tigers Roar with 5 in 9th, Burn Blue Devils, 9-5
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hits and LJ Scarpetto ripped a two-
run single.

Tiger starter Jake Alba held the
Blue Devils scoreless until the fourth
inning and was relieved by Brandon
Rickert after yielding a leadoff double
to Dursee in the seventh. Alba was
charged with four runs, eight hits and
two walks, while striking out seven.

The Tigers took a 1-0 lead in the
top of the second inning when
Polizzano doubled off the fence and
scored on Gillis’ bounding single to
right-center. Gillen smacked his solo
blast in the third then the Blue Devils
went to work with two runs in the
bottom of the fourth. Friel lashed a
single to right, scooted all the way to
third on a wild pitch and scored on
another pitch into the dirt. Anderson
knotted the score with his solo homer
that was hooking slightly towards the
leftfield line.

“I had the wind on my side to help
that ball get out. The wind kept it
straight. It felt pretty good. I thought
he caught the ball. I saw him jump. I
heard the crowd scream. I thought he
caught the ball, so I got a little ner-
vous. Then Brew [Coach Bob
Brewster] told me to come to third
and I got really excited. It was my
first home run ever,” Anderson said.

The Tigers quickly regained the
lead with a run in the fifth. Gillen

drilled a double to center and scored
on Graves’ single past first. However,
the Blue Devils tied the score again in
the fifth when DoCampo slashed a
single to right, stole second base and
scored on Barmakian’s double to left.

Jared Marks led off the Tiger sixth
with a looping single into left. Tom
Dunn chopped a single past short and
Graves lofted an RBI sacrifice fly to
right. Anderson singled to left in the
bottom of the inning and his pinch
runner advanced to scoring position
on a balk but then got confused on a
ball in the dirt and became the victim
of a pickoff.

After Oberman held the Tigers
scoreless in the seventh, Dursee drilled
a leadoff double over third and ad-
vanced to third on a wild pitch. Pansini
poked an RBI singe to center, tying
the score at 4-4, and was the potential
winning run with no outs. Unfortu-
nately, DoCampo hammered a wicked
line drive that lodged into the second
baseman’s glove while Pansini was
midway to second. The throw to first
made it the second out. Just after that,
Rinaldi hopped a single to left but the
next batter popped up to short.

After a scoreless eighth, the flood-
gates opened widely and the Tigers
rushed through with five runs on five
hits and a pair of hit batters. Anderson
was not done hitting yet as he rico-

cheted a double off the left-centerfield
fence in the bottom of the inning and
later scored on Pansini’s single over
second.

“I thought that one had potential to
get out too, but I heard it hit the fence,
so I ended up one second base,” com-
mented Anderson.

Just two days before, the Blue Dev-
ils received a fine pitching perfor-
mance from Ben Herbster and had a
2-0 lead heading into the bottom of
the seventh against Cranford, but the
hosting Cougars managed to get three
for the win. That sequence of bad
luck seemed to have been the theme
for the Blue Devils for the first half of
the season.

“We can definitely do it. We have
the potential. We have the talent. We
have the skills. We just need to start
playing better as a team and maybe
fix a few things here and there and
hopefully get a couple of bounces,”
Anderson said.

Bouncing ahead to April 25 when
they were to host New Providence in
their opening game of the Union
County Tournament,” Anderson said,
“We have a lot of potential. I think that
we will win the game. If we play good
as a team and Jack [Bunting] throws
really well, I think we will win.”
South Plainfield 011 011 005 9
Westfield 000 210 101 5

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CHASING A HILLTOPPER...Blue Devil defender Owen Colwell, No. 16, and a teammate chase after Hilltopper midfielder
John Cordrey, No. 15, in the showdown game in Summit on April 25. Westfield won, 6-5.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ATTEMPTING TO GET A PICKOFF...Blue Devil pitcher Alex Pansini fires to first baseman Mike Tivenan in an attempt
to pickoff South Plainfield base runner Jack Gillis in the second inning. The Tigers pulled out a 9-5 victory in nine innings.


