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Softball Warriors Blank Blue Devils, 9-0

Baseball Cougars Rally Past Blue Devils in 7th
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Raiders Knock Off No. 9 BrH2O Panthers, 4-2
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Murray was very efficient out there,”
said D’Allessandro. “She hit her spots
well the entire game. When she is on
her game she is very tough to beat.”

By now the Westfield girls’ varsity
softball team has probably seen just
about enough of Murray. As a sopho-
more Murray was responsible for
sending Westfield home in last year’s
sectional semifinal round of the state
playoffs.

“We faced their pitcher last year in
the sectional semis, so we knew her,”
said Coach McDonald. “She beat us
last year. She is the real thing. She
moves the ball around and has some

Lipshitz provided the spark on of-
fense. He bounced back from a minor
slump by leading off the bottom of
the first inning with a double into the
right-centerfield gap. Lipshitz would
later score on Matt Marino’s single
past the shortstop to give the Raiders
a 1-0 lead.

“I don’t know if I’d say he was
struggling, he had one bad game at
the plate,” said Higgins. “But he is a
really smart kid, who dissects every-
thing about the game. He is a very
hard worker.”

Lipshitz was also the catalyst for
the Raiders’ second run when he
rapped a leadoff single to center in
the third inning. Lipshitz moved to
second after Christian Isolda was hit
by a pitch then he scored on Marino’s
RBI single over third.

The Panthers got a run back in the

fifth. Mike Celli ripped a leadoff
double off the leftfield fence then
scored on an RBI single from Tyler
Holzappel. Kelly minimized the dam-
age, however, by retiring successive
batters on ground balls.

The Raiders added two insurance
runs off Panther starter Conlan Farrell
in the sixth inning. Peter Warren
whacked a two-out single to score
Alex Eckert, who had been hit by a
pitch earlier. Lipshitz then added an
RBI single to centerfield to make the
score, 4-1.

“Yesterday I struggled a little bit at
the plate,” said Lipshitz. “I talked
with my Dad and my hitting coach
about it and we fixed the problem.
They noticed that I was lunging at the
ball.”

Warren made what turned out to be
a very big play in the top of the seventh

inning with a diving stab of a line drive
off the bat of Panther leadoff batter,
John Capra. The play drew oohs and
ahhs from spectators and was made all
the more important when Celli
launched Kelly’s pitch over the 365
foot marker in centerfield to cut the
lead to 4-2. Kelly retired the next two
batters, forcing a ground ball to short
and a fly ball to center to end the game.

Marino finished 2-for-3 with two
RBI and Warren went 1-for-3 with an
RBI. Panther Celli finished 2-for-3
with a solo home run and two runs.

The Raiders improved to 11-2 and
was a nice bounce back win after a
stinging loss to Westfield last week-
end. Bridgewater (11-2) came into
the game having suffered just one
loss on the season.
BrH2O-Raritan 000 010 1 2
Sc Pl-Fanwood 101 002 x 4

just a single hit against Herbster in
their dramatic rally but credit the
cagey Cougar batters with recogniz-
ing the sudden struggle with control
that befell the Westfield starter and
for showing the patience to force him
to throw strikes.

Herbster started off the seventh by
walking Michael Gamba. From there
he struck out Duffy before allowing
the only hit of the inning, a single by
Chris Szekeres into leftfield. With
runners on first and second and one
out, Herbster’s troubles really began.

He would hit Ryan Bakie to load
the bases. From there, he got a force
out at third base on Garrett Forrestal’s
ground ball to shortstop. Gamba
scored from third on the play. But
with two outs, Herbster needed only
to get Albert Gargiulo to end the
game. Herbster put a pitch in the dirt,
allowing runners to move to second
and third then ended up walking
Gargiulo to once again load the bases.

Joe Norton stepped to the plate and
managed to work a walk that would
bring Bakie home with the tying run.
Knight was next and, once again,
Herbster failed to throw strikes and
walked in the winning run.

It was a tough way to go out for
Herbster, who allowed just three hits
while striking out seven batters. But
issuing eight walks, including four
hit batsmen proved to be his undoing.

“I definitely think Herbster got a
little tired there at the end,” said

Brewster. “He is a big horse and he just
could not locate the strike zone in the
final inning. There was never any ques-
tion about keeping him in the game
though even as he was struggling, not
with the way he was pitching.”

It was a stunning turn of events in a
game where both pitchers had been in
complete control of the action.

“Their guy (Herbster) pitched
great,” said Cranford Head Coach
Dennis McCaffrey. “It was a real credit
to him that he was able to hold our
guys to two hits. Chris Librera threw
two pitches today for strikes. He had
great command and located the ball
very well on the edges of the plate.”

Librera, while not as dominant as
Herbster on the day, managed to work
his way out of a tight jam in the top
half of the fifth. After loading the
bases on a pair of infield singles and
a walk with just one out, Librera
came up big by striking out Rinaldi
and Tivenan to end the threat and
keep the game scoreless.

“The inning where we had bases
loaded and only one out and we were
not able to score was huge,” said
Brewster. “It was a real switch in
momentum. We needed to score there
and we didn’t.”
Westfield 000 000 2 2
Cranford 000 000 3 3

Cougars Pour it on to Top GL Highlanders, 9-2
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Cougar Pat Knight knocked a two-
run double and scored twice. Joe
Norton singled twice, scored twice,
had an RBI and stole a base. Ryan
Bakie singled twice and scored once.
Mike Smith went 2-for-2, walked
twice and scored once. Mike Gamba
had a single and two RBI, Garrett
Forrestal singled, scored once and
was hit by a pitch, and Liam Duffy
singled and had an RBI.

As the catcher, Duffy gunned down
Highlander base runner Serretti at-
tempting to steal second in the top of
the first. Norton at third base initiated
a third-to-second-to-first double play
in the fourth inning. Forrestal in right
field doubled up a runner at second
after snagging a line drive in the fifth
inning.

The Cougars took a 1-0 lead in the
bottom of the second inning. Smith
chopped an infield single, Gamba
reached first on an infield error and
Duffy loaded the bases with a single
past short. Smith then was awarded
home on a balk call.

The Highlanders took a 2-1 lead in
the fifth as a result of two infield
errors, a single and an error in leftfield.
Forrestal’s double play prevented fur-
ther scoring. But the Cougars an-
swered abruptly with four runs on
four hits, a walk and an error to seize
a 5-2 lead.

With the efforts of Gargiulo’s slash-
ing RBI single to right, Knight’s two-
run double to center and Gamba’s
RBI groundout, the Cougars added
four more runs in the sixth. In the

seventh, Belfer hopped a leadoff
single and Frohman reached safely
on an error at second. After Ryan
Zucker grounded out to third, Genova
grabbed a grounder back to the
mound, tossed to Gargiulo at first
who then fired to third to finish a
double play.

Cranford’s first game in the Union
County Tournament was to be with
Rahway on April 25 (Cranford won,
11-0) then their next was to be with
sixth-seeded Westfield in the
quarterfinals. Scotch Plains-Fanwood
received the second seed, but with the

Cougars being the third seed and the
Highlanders being the top seed, the
possibility of another showdown could
be in the UCT championship game, but
of course, getting past the Blue Devils
and the Raiders must come first.

“We don’t look forward to any
games at all. We take every game one

at a time. We look at every pitch,
every out,” Gargiulo said. “The whole
team is feeling good. We are gelling.
We are all coming together at the
right time.”
Gov. Livingston 000 020 0 2
Cranford 010 044 x 9

very nice off-speed pitches that she
uses to get batters out. She is a very
good pitcher.”

Tina Zoppi, Annie Suitovsky,
Nicole Carroccia, Genna Cicchetti,
Gina Priore and Gianna Aprile each
had one RBI, and Julia Francione had
two singles and two runs scored for
Watchung Hills, which upped its sea-
son record to 8-4. With the loss,
Westfield fell to 4-6 overall. They are
3-3 in the Union County Conference
Watchung Division behind Johnson
(5-0) and Governor Livingston (5-1).
Watchung Hills 250 000 2 9
Westfield 000 000 0 0

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
EVERYTHING UNDER CONTROL...Cougar sophomore pitcher pitched a
complete game, scattered five hits and walked no one in the victory.

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GOING, GOING, GONE...Blue Devil Chris Rinaldi blasted a solo home run in the top of the seventh inning against the
Cougars in Cranford. The Cougars scored three runs in the bottom of the 7th to pull out a 3-2 victory.


