
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, April 30, 2015 Page 13

Wat. Hills Warriors Shut Out
Lady Softball Blue Devils, 9-0

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Watchung Hills literally walked
away with a 9-0 victory over the
Westfield High School softball team
on April 23 in Westfield. The War-
riors were the beneficiaries of no less
than eight walks issued by Blue Devil
pitchers, including five by starter
Shannon Devitt in the first inning
alone. Devitt lasted just two innings,
giving up seven runs before exiting.

“We’ve alternated pitchers all
along,” said Westfield Head Coach
Caitlin McDonald. “Shannon was
coming into the game off of a very
strong performance. We may very
well go back to her in the next game.
I think it was just one of those days
where, for whatever reason, she had a
hard time with her delivery and could
not find the strike zone.”

Things started off normally enough

for Devitt. She got leadoff batter
Gianna Aprile on a grounder back to
the mound for the first out of the
game. But from there, Devitt would
go on to walk five of the next six
Watchung Hills batters which led to
two runners crossing the plate.

“I think when it became obvious
that their pitcher was struggling with
her control we had to recognize that
and force her to throw strikes,” said
Watchung Hills Head Coach Mike
D’Allessandro.

On a day when she clearly needed
it, Devitt did not get a lot of help from
her teammates. In the top of the sec-
ond inning, the Blue Devils commit-
ted three errors in the field, which
kept the inning alive for the Warriors
and contributed to a five-run out-
burst. Devitt’s day was done when
she finally managed to retire Warrior
Kayla Schinik on a ground ball to

third base to end the inning.
Elena Elliott replaced Devitt to start

the third inning and she immediately
stabilized the game for the Blue Dev-
ils. Elliott would pitch the remainder
of the game, allowing two more runs
on three hits, while striking out one
batter and walking two others.

“Elena really came in there and
stepped up for us with her perfor-
mance,” said McDonald. “She did a
really nice job of keeping them from
scoring much of the rest of the way.”

Meanwhile, Watchung Hills starter
Alyssa Murray was on her way to a
complete game, one-hitter in which
she would strike out six batters. Only
Elliott’s two-out single to leftfield in
the bottom of the fourth inning would
ultimately keep Murray from record-
ing a no-hitter.

“From our side of things, Alyssa

LIPSHITZ GOES 4-FOR-4, KELLY PITCHES SIX HITTER

Baseball Raiders Knock Off
No. 9 BrH2O Panthers, 4-2

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Despite inclement weather, the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
baseball team received an excellent
pitching performance from Brendan
Kelly and key hitting from Zach
Lipshitz to knock off No. 9
Bridgewater Raritan, 4-2, on April 22
in Scotch Plains. The Raiders played
flawless defense to keep the Panthers
from mounting much offense.
Lipshitz, a senior shortstop, went 4-
for-4 with an RBI and scored two
runs.

“With the conditions being what
they were today, it was a very strong

defensive performance,” said Raider
Head Coach Joe Higgins. “A lot of
that comes from the pitcher. Brendan
Kelly showed a lot of control out
there today. He located pitches well
the entire game and pitched from the
lead. We are fortunate to have several
pitchers, who can be the lead gut for
us. It gives us a lot of options.”

Kelly got the Panthers to hit into
nine ground outs, including two
double plays that helped end modest
scoring threats in the second and third
innings. Kelly, a sophomore, scat-
tered six hits over seven innings and
struck out two batters, while walking
two in the complete game victory.

“I was able to get them to hit into a
lot of ground balls today,” said Kelly.
“That is true. I used my change up a
lot today. I think that worked well for
me. It seemed to keep them a little
off-balance at the plate.”

The Raider defense played a clean
game in committing no errors and
turning in several stellar individual
plays.

“We did a nice job defensively,” said
Lipshitz. “Brendan is a great pitcher.
He gave us a lot of opportunities to
make plays in the field. He got them to
hit into a lot of ground balls, which is
something he is known for doing.”
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WESTFIELD. Move-In Ready Home w/4 Bedrooms, 2 ½ Baths
located in desirable North Side Neighborhood w/gorgeous backyard
view. Boasting hardwood floors, Living Room w/woodburning
fireplace, Eat-in-Kitchen, Master Bedroom w/Dressing Suite & 2 closets, Finished
Basement, 2 car attach Garage. Convenient to everything-Fabulous Downtown
Westfield, Shopping, Schools, Parks, Trans. to NYC (Bus approx .4 miles away, Train
Station approx 1.4 miles away). $865,000.

Sales Associate
of the Month

CUSTOM HOME

WESTFIELD. A fab loc & .92 acre park-like yard
makes this charming property so special. Quiet
Stonehenge street, lg 9 Room, 4 BR home has all the

amenities. Harwood floors enhance the open floor plan featuring a elegant LR w/WB fplc,
FDR, appealing study and over-sized EIK open to covered porch. A generous Family Rm w/
fplc opens to private grounds. The 2nd floor includes Master BR, with updated Bath, +3 BR
and reno main bath. 2 car gar, 1/2bth and newer furnace and CAC and lg bsmt. $950,000.

.92 ACRE COLONIAL/SPLIT

WESTFIELD. Charming 4 Bedroom, 2 Bath Cape Cod on quiet
neighborhood street, blocks from Washington Elem School.
Beautifully maintained, this home features new stainless steel kitchen
appliances, fireplace in living room, hardwood floors throughout, full baths on 1st &
2nd floors. The second floor boasts full-ht ceilings in both large bedrooms, walk-in
attic storage. Also new: roof, elect box, storm door, invisible fence. Freshly painted
throughout, Move-in ready! $599,000.

CAPE COD
WESTFIELD. Beautiful turn-of-the century 6 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath
Colonial, expansive front porch, renovated and expanded with
modern kitchen, baths, master suite, laundry room, closets, windows,
and flow, yet the architectural details and high ceilings of grand homes of days past.
Master Suite features French doors to Juliet balcony, 2 WICs, dressing area, spa-like
shower retreat. Move-in perfect for entertaining, quick access to Wilson, Library,
Town, Parks, Transp. $949,000.

COLONIAL
WESTFIELD. 4 Bedroom, 3.5 Bath Contemporary Colonial. The lush professional
landscaping - including mature evergreens, trees and shrubs, along with the fenced yard,
provide privacy for the large in-ground kidney shaped pool, spa, sitting area, patio and
deck. The 1st flr includes an updated gourmet EIK with custom cabinetry, granite countertops, professional
grade SS appliances and views and access to the rear yard; spacious DR, FLR and oversized Great rm with fireplace
& skylights, powder room, laundry room and garage access. The 2nd floor offers 4 BR and 2 Bths. The MBR
has 2 walk-in closets and a 2 room master bath with jetted soaking tub and large stall shower. $849,900.

COLONIAL

Susan Devaney
Top Lister

for the month
of March
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KNIGHT’S RBI WALK WINS; RINALDI SMACKS HOMER

Baseball Cougars Rally Past
Blue Devils, 3-2, in Seventh

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Zeros on the scoreboard changed
in the seventh inning and the hosting
Cranford High School baseball team
rallied for three runs in the bottom of
the inning to grab a dramatic 3-2
victory over Westfield on April 21.
Pat Knight’s two-out, bases-loaded
walk forced home the winning run
against Blue Devil starter Ben
Herbster. Westfield had scored twice
in the top of the seventh inning, which
included a solo home run by Chris
Rinaldi.

“Cranford is the kind of team that
never gives up,” said Westfield Head
Coach Robert Brewster. “Their his-
tory tells you that about them. They
are well coached team and a very
classy program.”

Herbster was sensational for six
innings but when it mattered most,
the hard throwing senior suddenly
lost contact with the strike zone and

as a result, the 3-8 Blue Devils lost the
chance to pull off a second straight
major upset of a Union County Con-
ference rival after having stunned di-
vision leader Scotch Plains-Fanwood
three days earlier. The Cougars had
run off five straight wins since losing
to the Raiders early in the season.

The Blue Devils’ bats came alive in
the seventh just enough to tap
Cranford’s comparably close-fisted
counterpart, Chris Librera, for two big
runs. Colin Dursee got the rally started
with a leadoff single to right field. He
then advanced to second after Cougar
catcher Liam Duffy’s pickoff attempt
sailed past first base. Alex Pansini’s
sacrifice bunt moved Dursee to third.
Dursee then scored on Matt
Barmakian’s sacrifice fly to left.

Rinaldi followed with a line shot
solo home run over the leftfield fence

to give Westfield a 2-0 lead. Librera
finally stopped the bleeding by retir-
ing Mike Tivenan on a fly ball to
center. Prior to the seventh inning,
Librera had allowed just five hits,
while striking out six batters. For all
of his efforts though, Librera seemed
headed for a tough loss.

“It really hurt when they got ahead
of us in the seventh inning,” said
Librera, a sophomore. “But you’ve
got to keep your head up and trust that
your teammates are going to pull it
out for you. I was a little upset but I
have faith in these guys. I threw mostly
fastballs and sliders today. Fortu-
nately, I was good with my location,
because you could just feel that this
was going to be one of those games
where not a lot of runs would be
scored.”

Librera’s teammates did not ex-
actly come to his rescue in the their
final turn at bat. They would manage
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Probitas Verus Honos

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BRACING FOR A PLAY...Blue Devil third baseman Shelby Estevez readies herself for a play during the game with the
Watchung Hills Warriors in Westfield on April 23. The Warriors won, 9-0.


