
Page 12  Thursday, April 30, 2015 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Penn Relays Victory
Now 20 Years Old

Has it really been 20 years? Two
decades can be such a long time.
People have children, raise them and
send them off to college in less than
20 years. “Dynasties” have come and
disappeared in far less than 20 years.

Twenty years ago was 1995, the
year the History Channel, ESPN Clas-
sic and the Golf Channel were
launched … the 100th episode of
Seinfeld was broadcast … As the
World Turns televised its 10,000th
episode. … Cal Ripken broke Lou
Gehrig’s record for consecutive games
played … the Atlanta Braves cap-
tured the World Series … Steve Young
threw six touchdowns as the 49ers
routed the Chargers to win the Super
Bowl … Hakeem Olajuwon led the
Rockets to the NBA title … the Dev-
ils won their first Stanley Cup …

And on April 28, 1995 – 20 years
ago (this past Tuesday) – four young
men from Westfield walked into the
history books forever. They chal-
lenged everyone in the country (and
some from beyond) in the Distance
Medley Championship of America
race at the 101st Penn Relays, and
they won it all.

WHS was seeded seventh among
the 17 teams, and nearly 20,000 fans
were at Philadelphia’s ancient
Franklin Field that Friday afternoon.
Today, as they near mid-life, they
have gone their separate ways, but on
that day, they were young and invin-
cible.

Junior Lawrence Ho led off with a
3:14 for the 1,200-meter leg, and had
WHS in ninth place. “It was like
being in a pinball machine, everyone
just bumping into each other. It was a
wild run.” He ran for and graduated
from Harvard and now works for Visa
Inc., living in Singapore with his wife
and two daughters.

Senior John O’Brien followed with
a personal best 51.5 for the 400 leg,
and kept WHS in ninth place. “It’s
humbling to know how many people
still remember and care about that
weekend.” He ran for and graduated
from Colgate, where he captained the
track team. Four years ago he and his
wife moved back to town and had a
young son. He currently works for
Siemens in Iselin.

Senior Ted Kilcommons turned in a
personal best 1:55.8 for the 800 leg.
Sporting a new short haircut, he moved
WHS up one spot to eighth in a very
tight pack. “I kept telling myself, ‘Just
get up there.’ This is what we’d been
working for the past year.” He ran for
and graduated from Texas and now
lives in Brooklyn and has his own
furniture company – Ted K Design.

Sophomore Matt Elmuccio finished
with a 4:11.5 on the anchor 1,600 leg.

The winning distance medley relay in the 1995 Championship of America race at
Penn Relays was the WHS foursome of (from left) Matt Elmuccio, Lawrence Ho,
John O’Brien and Ted Kilcommons.

He kept picking off runners until only
the anchor from Jamaica College High
School was left. Elmuccio took the
lead with one lap to go, but twice had
to fight off the challenger before win-
ning it all. “My teammates got me in
striking distance. When I got the lead,
I was waiting for 200 to go to kick.
(Coach) Jack (Martin) had convinced
that no one could out-kick me.” He
ran for and graduated from Colorado
and currently lives in Haddonfield
with his wife Becky and their 4-year-
old daughter Roma. He is a teacher at
Pitman High, where he teaches math
and coaches the boys and girls teams
in cross-country, indoor and spring
track.

Their winning time was 10:14.08.
Elmuccio, of course, was at the

cusp of what would be a legendary
career in which he became the only
boy in state history to win three
straight 1,600 titles at the outdoor
Meet of Champions. And Martin was
no stranger to Penn Relays, having
been a member of the Saint Mary’s
(Manhasset, L.I.) 4x800 relay that
won the 1964 Championship of
America race.

‘’I’d put Matt up against anybody
in the country over the last 200,’’
Martin told The Star-Ledger’s Jim
Lambert that day. ‘’We knew all we
had to do was get Matt within striking
distance and we could win the race.
What we have is consistency with our
first three legs and a stud anchor that
can do whatever it takes to win. This
is unreal.’’

It was one of those “once in a
lifetime” moments. The same four-
some returned on the following day
and finished fourth in the 4x800 relay
before a crowd estimated at 47,000.

“It was a great weekend for the
team and you can’t argue with the
results,” Ho said. “We all ran our
hearts out and we accomplished our
goals. It was a weekend that we will
always remember.”

Ironically that 1995 victory came
almost 18 years to the day after WHS’s
previous Championship of America tri-
umph. On April 29, 1978, coach Walt
Clarkson’s foursome of Allen Smith,
Frank Kelly, Brion Gray and Butch
Woolfolk captured the 4x100 relay in
42.11. That time was actually .11 of a
second slower than the team of Shawn
McMiller, Woolfolk, Glenn Miller and
Kelly had run the previous year, when
they won the consolation race.

In 1996 and 1997, WHS’s distance
medley came heartbreakingly close
to winning another one, but fell inches
short. The 1996 team of Steve Den-
nis, Mike Krug, Ho and Elmuccio
finished second to a team from Dublin,
Ireland with a time of 10:21.17. Then
in 1997 the team of Krug, Dennis,
Ryan Stefiuk and Elmuccio was
fourth, this time to a team from
Belfast, Ireland, with a time of
10:22.10.

Grand performances at Philly’s
track carnival were nothing new to

the Blue and White. The 1920s and
’30s saw Westfield coaches Howard
Batten, Bob Duncan and Dick
Goodrich annually produce top five,
or classification race-winning per-
formances.

Here are some great WHS accom-
plishments at Penn Relays (apologies
for any relays that are overlooked
here):

1926, Bud Dunn, Wally Ruckert,
Jimmy Byrd and Paul Colson won
their 4x400 relay classification race.

1927, Art Cruttenden, Dick
Whitcomb, Byrd and Dunn finished
second in their 4x400 relay classifi-
cation race.

1932, Rob Young, Bob Gregory,
John Messersmith and Frank Esposito
lost to Hamilton (Ontario) Collegiate
in the Championship of America
medley relay.

1935, Griggs Smith, Joe Reid,
Pump Vella and Bob McCoy were
second in their 4x400 classification
race.

1937, Walt Horner, Vella, Bernie
Jones and McCoy came up just short
of Brooklyn’s Bishop Loughlin in the
Championship of America 4x400 re-
lay. During the first baton exchange
Vella lost his shoe as was spiked, but
instinctively completed his lap run-
ning with just one shoe. Loughlin’s
anchor had just enough of a lead to
hold off McCoy’s blistering anchor
leg.

1961, Roger Yockel, Ken Heindel,
Bob Rainey and Dave Coleman (50.4
anchor) finished second in their mile
relay classification race.

1973, Keith Davis, Marvan Palmer,
Kenny Blackwell and Daryl McMiller
clocked a 43.0 in the 4x110 and fin-
ished second in the Championship of
America race to Jamaica’s Kingston
High School.

1981, Dave Fitzgerald, Rich Forbes,
Russ Savage and Cliff Sheehan fin-
ished second in the Championship of
America distance medley by .1 of a
second to Brooklyn’s Bishop
Loughlin. WHS’s time was 10:14.2.

1983, Greg Kasko, Kelvin Blanton,
Brian Bernstein and Andy Jacob fin-
ished fifth in the Championship of
America distance medley, but their
time was 10:14.1, less than a second
off the school record.

2008, Brandon Heroux became
WHS’s first individual Penn Relays
champion when he captured the javelin
with a school-record toss of 202 feet.

2010, Jhakyse Williams, Brian
Henry, Pat Gray and Jon Henry ran a
3:20.70, the fastest 4x400 relay in
school history.

  SUPER SATURDAY
The boys lacrosse team scored the

biggest W of the big day, a big-time,
6-5 victory over Summit. It was the
first time the Devils beat the
Hilltoppers since the 2007 Union
County Tournament final, a 7-6 battle.
Summit had won the last 12 meetings
and outscored the Devils 101-34.

The baseball team got four-hit
pitching from Jack Bunting and
Rowan Oberman to beat New Provi-
dence, 7-0, in the opening round of
the Union County Tournament.

Bobbi Snyder returned to the lineup
and drove in four runs as the softball
team routed Roselle Park, 12-3, in its
UCT opener.

The tennis team captured the
Westfield Invitational for the third
straight year, knocking off Summit,
5-0, and Scotch Plains, 4-1.

And the girls lacrosse team had a
nice, 10-9 victory over Mendham to
cap a big day of lacrosse at Kehler
Stadium.

  NEWMAN FUND
The Scott Newman fund – for the

star linebacker at WHS (’08) who
was recently struck down by testicu-
lar cancer – has raised $93,189 from
1,043 contributors through Saturday.
Visit www.gofundme.com/
scottnewman and contribute what-
ever you can.

LOCKHART GOES 2-FOR-2, DOUBLES, 2 RBI, SCORES 3

Softball Raiders Slug Way
Past UC Vikings in UCT, 14-6

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School softball team dusted off the
big bats in its first round match-up of
the Union County Tournament against
Union Catholic. The Raiders pounded
out 12 hits and pummeled Viking
starter Tyanna Reynolds in a 14-6
victory on April 25 in Scotch Plains.
Kyra Lockhart went 2-for-2 with a
double, scored three runs and added
two RBI to lead the Raiders.

For Lockhart, a sophomore, the
biggest challenge may have been to
patiently bide her time as the Vikings
chose to pitch around her early and
often. But when she got her chance to
swing away, Lockhart responded with
a pair of hits, including a two run
double in the bottom of the sixth
inning that put the visitors in the rear
view mirror for good.

“It has been happening more and
more often that teams are pitching
around me or walking me rather than
giving me a chance to hit,” said
Lockhart. “Honestly, I was kind of
surprised when they pitched to me in

the fifth inning. They had already
walked me three times. I just try to
stay focused and make sure that when
the opportunity comes that I am ready
to contribute.”

The Raiders jumped out to a 7-0
lead after scoring five runs in the
bottom of the first inning and two
more in the second. Big hits for the
Raiders in the opening inning in-
cluded an RBI single from Julia
DiGiacomo that scored Danielle
Scheu with the first run. Jessica
Waltsak smacked a two-run single to
make it 3-0. Angie DiGiacomo also
had a two-run single in the inning. In
the second, Jessica O’Neill rapped a
two-run single that upped the Raider
lead to 7-0.

Despite the fast start, it was far
from smooth sailing for the Raiders
the rest of the way. Union Catholic
chipped away with two runs in the
third and three more in the fourth to
pull within 7-5. Despite finishing with
nine strikeouts, Raider starter Jessica
Waltsak struggled all game long with
her control as she issued seven walks
and scattered six hits.

“I definitely struggled a little bit
out there today,” said Waltsak, a
sophomore. “I have been dealing with
a triceps strain since early in the sea-
son and I’m still trying to get my
motion back to where it was. I walked
too many batters today but I was glad
that my teammates were able to pick
me up.”

The Raiders answered in the fourth
when Erica Waltsak walked with the
bases loaded to force in a run. Elect-
ing to intentionally walk Lockhart
one batter earlier to load the bases
burned Union Catholic. When
Reynolds subsequently walked
Waltsak it resulted in a run giving
Scotch Plains an 8-5 lead. Jessica
Waltsak then helped her own cause
when she slapped a two-run double
over the centerfielder’s head to make
it 10-5.

Union Catholic mounted one more
serious challenge in the sixth inning
when they managed to load the bases
with no outs. Kirsten Burr singled to
left for an RBI that made the score 11-
6. Still with bases loaded and nobody
out it seemed like the Vikings would
cut the deficit even more substantially.
But Waltsak bore down and retired the
next three Viking batters via strikeout
and a pair of infield pop-ups, which
stranded three base runners.

“Sometimes it happens that a
pitcher is going to struggle with con-
trol a little bit,” said Raider Head
Coach Jess Hulnik. “But to her credit,
Jessica really shut them down when
she needed to especially in that sixth
inning.”

Raider O’Neill had two hits and
four RBI, while Julia DiGiacomo went
2-for-4 with four runs and an RBI.
Angie DiGiacomo had two RBI and
Erica Waltsak and Jessica Waltsak
both chipped in two RBI.

The win improved the Raiders’ sea-
son mark to 7-5. Union Catholic fell
to 4-8. Seventh seeded Scotch Plains-
Fanwood will next face second-
seeded Governor Livingston on May
1 at 7:30 p.m. at Flanagan Field.

“I think that if we keep playing the
way we are playing now then we
certainly can win the tournament,”
said Lockhart. “We just have to be
consistent and stay focused.”
Union Catholic 002 301 0 6
Sc Pl-Fanwood 520 313 x 14

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

follow me on Twitter @HomesWestfield to get a  

sneak peek at our new listings at #209Central!

356 Hedge Row, Mountainside $735,000
This amazing expanded ranch has been extensively expanded and renovated to perfection.
The open floor plan allows for a great flow on the main level, and the amazing screened
porch, with vaulted, white wood slat-board ceiling and wainscoting, and walls of screened
windows, offers a wonderful retreat overlooking the fenced and private rear yard with a
gazebo. The expanded second level features the restful master bedroom suite. Unique
in design, this fantastic three bedroom, three bath home has it all!

2628 Far View Drive, Scotch Plains $835,000
Stunning Custom four bedroom, two and a half bath home located on hilltop property at
the end of a quiet cul-de-sac enjoys complete privacy with panoramic vistas from the rear
deck. The open floor plan allows for an easy flow between the living room, dining room,
family room, and kitchen - perfect for entertaining and everyday lifestyle. Not to be missed
is the second floor master bedroom suite with private bath that also enjoys beautiful views!

17 Clinton Lane, Scotch Plains $838,900
Stately five bedroom, three and a half bath custom built Colonial with circular drive on
a near acre lot enjoys privacy at the end of a cul-de-sac. The grand foyer boasts a sweeping
circular staircase flanked by the formal living and dining rooms. The gourmet center
island kitchen enjoys a breakfast bar with separate dining area, and the step down family
room accesses the deck overlooking the expansive yard. Not to be missed is the 1st floor
5th bedroom/den w/en-suite bath. A distinctively elegant home!

2163 Raritan Road, Scotch Plains $1,000,000
This exceptional Custom five bedroom, five and a half bath Center Hall Colonial, nestled
on .41 acres of beautifully manicured and tree-lined property conveniently located to
the beautiful Tamaques Park, enjoys the finest amenities, including custom moldings,
wainscoting, palladium-topped windows and lovely hardwood floors with inlays. The
open floor plan offers amazing living space desired for today’s sophisticated lifestyle.
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43 Mohican Drive, Westfield $899,000
Stunning Center Hall Colonial on quiet, tree-lined cul-de-sac. First floor features a
grand entry foyer with winding staircase that opens to the formal dining room with
gorgeous, full-wall built-ins. The formal living living room leads to the open chef's
kitchen and family room with marble fireplace and sliders to covered patio and
rear yard. The first floor also boasts a mud room/exercise room, laundry room and
powder room. The winding staircase leads to the second floor bedrooms which are
all oversized including the master suite which has a marble bath with steam shower
and walk-in closet. The finished basement has a huge rec room (45'x13') with a
wet bar. Also in the basement is a sauna, second kitchen, full bath, workshop/
utility room and a storage room. Directions: Springfield Ave to Mohican Drive.

Open House: Sunday, May 3rd • 1-4pm
PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

 TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
DOWNTOWN DISTRICT MANAGEMENT CORPORATION

RESOLUTION NO. 2015-179

BUDGET NOTICE

BE IT RESOLVED, that the following statements of revenues and appropriations shall
constitute the Downtown District Management Corporation Budget for the year 2015:

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that said Budget be published in the Westfield Leader
in the issue of April 30, 2015.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the governing body of the Township of
Cranford does hereby approve the following as the Downtown District Management
Corporation Budget for the year 2015:

APPROPRIATIONS
Appropriated

General Appropriations 2015 2014
Operating
     Salaries & Wages 106,422 106,422
Other Expenses 83,406 72,312
Total General Appropriations 189,828 178,734

ANTICIPATED REVENUES
Anticipated

General Revenue 2015 2014
Surplus
Miscellaneous Revenue
Sub-total General Revenue
Amount to be Raised by Special
Improvement District Tax 189,828 178,734
Total General Revenues 189,828 178,734

Notice is hereby given that the Downtown District Management Corporation Budget
was Approved by the Township Committee of the Township of Cranford, County of Union,
on April 21, 2015. A hearing on said Budget will be held at the Cranford Municipal Building
on May 19, 2015 at 8:00 p.m. at which time and place objections to said Budget for the
year 2015 may be presented by Downtown Special Improvement District taxpayers or
other interested persons.

It is hereby certified that the foregoing Budget is a true copy of the Budget approved by
resolution of the governing body on this 21st day of April 2015 and that the public
advertisement will be made in accordance with the provision of N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-6 and
N.J.A.C. 5:30-4.4(d).

Tara Rowley, RMC
Township Clerk

1 T - 4/30/15, The Leader Fee: $72.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the following Ordinance was passed
on first reading by the Township Council of
the Township of Scotch Plains, County of
Union, New Jersey on the 21st of April
2015, and that said Ordinance will be con-
sidered for final adoption at a meeting of
the said Township Council to be held in the
Council Chambers, 430 Park Avenue, on
the 19th day of May 2015 at 7:00 p.m., at
which time and place a public hearing will
be held prior to final passage of said Ordi-
nance and all interested persons will be
given an opportunity to be heard concern-
ing the same. Copies of said Ordinance
can be obtained from the Township Clerk’s
Office at any time prior to final adoption at
no cost to any member of the general
public who requests same.

ORDINANCE NO. 2015-6

ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING
SALARIES AND WAGES FOR
DEPUTY FIRE CHIEF AND
TECHNICAL ASSISTANT

ORDINANCE NO. 2015-7

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
THE ZONING ORDINANCES
OF THE TOWNSHIP OF
SCOTCH PLAINS BY REZON-
ING PREMISES COMMONLY
KNOWN AS 1311 TERRILL
ROAD, SCOTCH PLAINS,
NEW JERSEY.

BOZENA LACINA, RMC
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 4/30/15, The Times Fee: $33.66


