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SIMCOX, ‘D’ MAKE SOLID WALL; BURGDORF KEY SAVE

Blue Devil Boys’ Big ‘D’ Stuns
Summit Hilltopper Laxers, 6-5

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Superb defense on the part of two
high quality teams made for a low
scoring showdown between the No. 2
ranked Summit Hilltoppers and the
Westfield High School boys lacrosse
team at Summit on April 25. The
Westfield defense’s ability to clog up
the middle and create turnovers plus
a timely save by goalkeeper Toby

Burgdorf earned the Blue Devils a
stunning 6-5 victory over the
Hilltoppers.

“We did a great job, held them to
four goals all the way till the end of
the game. They scored a fifth one on
a long poll, on a break. We had a
really good scout on them. We worked
together as a unit. Communication
was up. We really wanted to concen-
trate after giving up so many goals

against Seton Hall Prep and Scotch
Plains. Defense itself is a selfless
position, so when you can come to-
gether like that, play as one it is tough
to break it,” Blue Devil Head Coach
Pat Tuohy said.

Senior defender Jackson Simcox
was a major factor in helping his
defense play as a unit. He was very
effective in clogging the middle, cre
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GENOVA SCATTERS 5 HITS, 0 WALKS; GARGIULO 3 HITS

Cougars Pour it on in 6th, 7th
To Top GL Highlanders, 9-2

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Sophomore pitcher Vince Genova
may have recorded just one strikeout,
but he hit the strike zones just right to
allow zero walks, while scattering
five hits, in a complete game, 9-2,
Cranford High School baseball team
victory over the Governor Livingston
Highlanders in Cranford on April 24.
Trailing, 2-1, the 10-2 Cougars, who
have won eight straight, poured on
the offense in the fifth and sixth in-
nings to distance themselves from the
11-3 Highlanders.

“I always pride myself in not walk-
ing many people. Strikeouts! I really
don’t think that’s important. I think
getting groundball outs is a lot more
important. Strikeouts require a lot of
pitches. I don’t like throwing a lot of
pitches,” said Genova, whose record
rose to 3-0.

Genova, who yielded no earned
runs, worked very effectively against
Highlander power hitters Ian Lynch,
who went 0-for-3, and Mike Falk,
who singled just once.

“Approaching those hitters all I got
to do is focusing on throwing strikes,
hitting the outside corners, hitting the
inside corner and the curveball just
comes after that or before,” Genova
explained.

Offensively, Highlander starting
pitcher Dan Belfer had a pair of singles
and reached safely on an error. Dan
Serretti and Ethan Frohman (run
scored) each singled.

“He threw the ball well. He had
command of both sides of the plate
with his fastball and he threw a
curveball and a changeup for strikes.
That’s a very difficult lineup to get
through. They have a lot of hitting in
that lineup,” Cougar Head Coach

Dennis McCaffrey said.
Belfer was effective on the mound

for the first four innings but definitely
ran into trouble in the fifth and again
in the sixth when he gave up a pair of
singles and hit a batter and was re-
placed by Matt Bruno with one out.

The Cougars put together 13 hits
and Albert Gargiulo (2 runs, RBI)
had three of them, including a key
bunt single that loaded the bases in
the fifth.

“We always practice bunting every
single day. It’s a big part of our game.
I knew I was going to get the bunt
down as soon as he gave me the sign,”
Gargiulo said.

“First and second no outs, Albert laid
down a bunt which definitely helped
out the inning. Fortunately for us he put
it in a good spot where it’s difficult to
field,” Coach McCaffrey said.

ANDERSON WHACKS SOLO HOME RUN, DOUBLE, SINGLE

Tigers Roar with 5 in Ninth,
Burn Baseball Blue Devils, 9-5

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Baseball gods, once again, were
not on the side of the struggling
Westfield High School Blue Devils
as the visiting South Plainfield Tigers
plated five runs in the top of the ninth
inning and held on to earn a 9-5
victory in Westfield on April 23. The
3-9 Blue Devils had opportunities to
put the game away in the sixth inning
and again in the seventh, but unfortu-
nate twists of fate diminished their
hopes into dust.

The Blue Devils totaled 12 hits and
junior Devin Anderson led the way

with a solo home run in the fourth
inning, a single in the sixth and a
double off the fence in the ninth. He
also scored twice. Alex Pancini rapped
a pair of RBI singles and Chris Rinaldi
went 2-for-4. Matt Barmakian hooked
an RBI double, Colin Dursee doubled
and scored once, Mike Friel and Dan
DoCampo each singled and scored
once, and Matt Catanzaro singled.

The starting pitching for the Blue
Devils, as it had been in several pre-
vious games, was adequate. Pancini
pitched five innings, allowing three
runs and scattering seven hits, while
walking three and striking out six.

Reliever Rowan Oberman pitched the
sixth and seventh innings, allowing
one run and three hits, while fanning
one and walking one. Jack Bunting
pitched the eighth inning and held the
Tigers scoreless.

The Tigers totaled 16 hits, five in
the ninth inning. Bryan Gillen was
the damage maker with four hits,
which included a solo homer and two
doubles. He was also intentionally
walked. Chris Graves had three hits
and three RBI, Nick Polizzano
doubled twice and scored twice. Sean
Erhardt and Jack Gillis each had two
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TRICKY FOOTWORK...Blue Devil Mike Friel does a little fancy footwork to avoid being tagged by Tiger pitcher Jake Alba
in the third inning in Westfield on April 23. South Plainfield scored five runs in the ninth inning to win, 9-5.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DIVING TOWARD THE PLATE...Cougar Ryan Bakie makes a serious dive towards home plate but gets tagged out by
Highlander catcher Rob Dilly in the first inning in Cranford on April 24. Cranford won, 9-2.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SWEET TASTE OF VICTORY...The Blue Devils run onto the field to celebrate after defeating the No. 2 ranked Summit
Hilltoppers, 6-5, in a defensive struggle in Summit on April 25.


