
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, April 30, 2015 Page 5

Stephanie and Marissa Steiner

Annual Greater Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce’s Spring Fling
It’s that time of year again! Spring

has sprung, and it is time for the 21st
Annual Greater Westfield Area Cham-
ber of Commerce’s Spring Fling. The
event will be held on the streets of
downtown Westfield on Sunday, May
3, from 10 a.m. until 5 p.m.(rain or
shine). A fun filled day for all ages,
the event will have many diverse food
vendors from the surrounding area,
including many of the Westfield res-
taurants. There will be a Kids Zone
with rides and a multitude of fun
activities to engage the young pa-
trons for the entire day. Overlook
Medical Center, Ray Catena and
Northfield Bank are sponsoring the
main stage which will feature non-
stop entertainment starting at 10 a.m.
with live performances from Valencia
Music, Mama’s Stew, Four Old Guys,
and Hoi Polloi. There will also be a
Results Wellness Solutions demo, and
a pie eating contest sponsored by
Bovella’s Bakery. Be sure to arrive
early, as many vendors have give-
aways during the first few hours. With
200 local merchants, 20 food booths
and the stores of Westfield open for
business as well, and an estimated
35,000 people filling the streets, it is
sure to be a day abuzz with activity.
Admission is free.

The following streets will be closed
to vehicular traffic on Sunday morn-
ing starting at 6 a.m.: East Broad
Street from North Avenue to Central
Avenue, Quimby Street, Elm Street
from North Avenue to the Texaco
Station, and Prospect Street from
North Avenue to Ferris Place. Park-
ing is prohibited on the streets in the
Spring Fling area all day Sunday.

Downtown businesses in the area
should advise employees to park
in the South Avenue Train Station
lot for the day. Downtown resi-
dents are reminded to park in mu-
nicipal lots, out of the Spring Fling
area.

Skateboarding, cycling and roller
blading are prohibited in the Spring
Fling area. This rule is for the safety
of attendees of all ages. Spring Fling
attendees are encouraged to park in
the South Avenue train station park-
ing lot. This will provide the closest
parking to the activity area, with easy
access to North Avenue through the
convenient underpass at the Westfield
Train Station.

For further information, please
contact the Greater Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce, (908) 233-
3021, or visit
www.springflingwestfield.com

Mother/Daughter Lead The Charge in
Raising Awareness of Preeclampsia

The Mother/Daughter team of
Stephanie and Marissa Steiner, sur-
vivors of preeclampsia and members
of Temple Emanuel in Westfield, are
raising awareness for the fifth con-
secutive year as co-coordinators of
the annual Cranford area Promise
Walk for Preeclampsia. The annual
event, which occurs in cities all over
the country, will take place locally on
Sunday, May 17 at Oak Ridge Park in
Clark. The Promise Walk is held ev-
ery year to raise awareness and sup-
port the Preeclampsia Foundation’s
mission of education and research to
find a cure for this potentially fatal
pregnancy condition.

Fifteen years ago, Stephanie and
her daughter Marissa survived Preec-
lampsia, a dangerous pregnancy con-
dition that is life threatening for moms
and babies. Over the last five years,
as coordinators of North-Central New
Jersey’s Promise Walk for Preeclamp-
sia, the only “mother/daughter coor-
dinator team” in the country has raised
approximately $130,000 and count-
ing. In 2013, this New Jersey Walk
was the Top Promise Walk in the
country. In 2014 and 2015, their event
continues to be one of the Top 3
walks nationwide.

“It’s an incredible privilege to me
to get to spend this quality time with
Marissa to help other moms and ba-
bies,” said Stephanie Steiner. “We
were lucky to make it through our
experience, but there are many others
who are not as lucky.”

Since 2010, Stephanie has tirelessly
worked to raise awareness for Preec-
lampsia in hopes that other moms do
not have to experience what she and
many other women have to go through
with Preeclampsia. She was joined
by Marissa as her junior co-coordi-
nator in 2011, the only teen coordi-

nator in the country. Like her mother,
Marissa’s goal is that her generation
will not have to face the same igno-
rance about Preeclampsia that her
mother’s peers have had to endure.

“Thanks to Stephanie’s and
Marissa’s efforts, the next generation
of New Jersey moms will be well-
educated on preeclampsia,” com-
mented Preeclampsia Foundation
Director of Community Relations
Laney Poye. “The work they do liter-
ally helps to save the lives of moms
and babies. How many other teenag-
ers can say that?”

As in years past, the 2015 Cranford
area Promise Walk for Preeclampsia
will be supported by many local and
national sponsors and donors, and
will offer free food and many raffle
baskets for participants to bid on with
all proceeds going to the Preeclamp-
sia Foundation.

Area residents can join the Steiners
and hundreds of other walkers on
May 17 at 10 a.m. to support this
great cause. For more information, to
register and/or donate, visit
www.promisewalk.org/cranford.

HOW WILL THE NEW ALIMONY STATUTE IMPACT YOU?  
 

WILL YOU NEED A PRENUPTIAL AGREEMENT? 
 

WILL THE COURT LISTEN TO YOUR CHILD'S 
 PREFERENCE IN DETERMINING CUSTODY? 

 
CAN COHABITATION AFFECT YOUR ALIMONY? 

 
FIND OUT. 

ATTEND OUR FREE SEMINAR 
EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT DIVORCE. 

 

 The Law Firm of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C. is pleased to announce that Mario C. 

Gurrieri, Esq., Chair of its Family Law Department, who has specialized in matrimonial law for over 42 

years, and his group of other well-experienced attorneys, Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq., Kristin M. 

Capalbo, Esq., Jennifer L. Young, Esq., and Eva M. Uhrik, Esq., will review the law, explain the legal 

process and answer your questions concerning prenuptial agreements, separation, divorce, custody and 

parenting time, division of assets, alimony, child support, domestic violence, post-divorce Court review 

of changed financial and child-related circumstances, and how the current economic climate and new 

alimony legislation will impact divorce and post-divorce matters.  
 
 Information will also be provided on Divorce Mediation, an alternative to the 

traditional contested proceeding.  Divorce Mediation offers the potential for significant financial savings 

and may avoid the stress and delay involved with litigation in Court. 

 

 If you are experiencing marital difficulties and contemplating divorce, or if you are simply curious 

about your rights in a separation or divorce, this free Seminar will be of value to you.  If you are already 

divorced, the Seminar will also be of value in explaining post-divorce rights and obligations of former 

spouses. 

 

A Free Personal Consultation will be offered to All Attendees 

Reservations Required (No last names needed) 
Call: (908) 272-0200 

Refreshments will be served   

 

 

THURSDAY, MAY 7, 2015 
7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 

SATURDAY, MAY 9, 2015 
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

 

TEMPLE EMANU-EL 
756 East Broad Street 

Westfield, New Jersey 07090 
908-232-6770 

www.tewnj.org  

HOLIDAY INN 
36 Valley Road 

Clark, New Jersey 07066 
732-574-0100 

www.hiclarknj.com 
 

TAKE GOOD
CARE OF
YOURSELF

Like many women, you probably maintain a demanding 
schedule, drive household purchasing decisions and  
still find time to care for your families or other loved 
ones. With all that responsibility, it’s important to take 
good care of your own financial future. 

My thoughtful, unbiased guidance can help you  
develop a strategy toward a secure retirement and 
other long-term financial goals. 

Call today for more information or to schedule 
a consultation.

MKT-06063-0410   Tracking #658085

Debra Fournier, CFP®, CDFA™
CCERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™
Principal

Securities offered through LPL Financial, member FINRA/SIPC

NABIG SAKR AND CARMEN CASCAO

Please join us for an Open House on

Friday, May 1st and Saturday, May 2nd.

As N&C Jewelers celebrates their first anniversary,

we take this opportunity to thank our customers

for there patronage and support.

As part of our celebration during the month of May

we are offering 25% off on all in stock merchandise.

Excludes special orders and repairs.

Every customer who visits the store in May

will receive a free gift and can enter a drawing

to win a beautiful diamond pendant.

102 Quimby Street · Westfield, NJ 07090
908-233-3380

Store hours - M T W F & Saturday: 10 to 5:30pm

Thursday: 10 to 7:30pm • Sunday: Closed

Jewelers&N C

Jewelers&N C

Westfield Councilman Foerst Not to
Seek Re-election, Endorses Stokes

It has been an honor to serve the
people of Westfield’s 4th Ward for
the last 12 years as town councilman.
With the advice and support of my
family, I have decided that I will not
be seeking a fourth term of office.
While this decision is bitter sweet, I
was excited when my friend Doug
Stokes told me that he would be seek-
ing my seat. Doug currently serves as
the president of the Board of Trustees
of Westfield Memorial Library. He
has showcased his leadership skills
in this role as well as his ability to
address issues important to our town.
He has shown he can work within a
fiscally-sound budget and set policy
regarding the operation of our out-

standing library. Doug is a husband
and father of four children who all
have been enriched by our wonderful
school system. He is an asset to our
community and hopefully in Novem-
ber to our Town Council.

Today, I endorse and pledge my
wholehearted support to Doug Stokes
in his effort to become the next 4th
ward town councilman. I am confi-
dent that he is the right person to
work with Councilman Loughlin to
continue to serve the unique needs of
the people of the 4th Ward. I hope
you will join me in supporting his
efforts and, most importantly, elect-
ing him as our councilman in No-
vember.

SEEKING OFFICE...Doug Stokes poses with Westfield Councilman Jim Foerst.

Westfield Streets: Threw Up Our
Hands and Bought Asphalt Patch

I have been a resident of Westfield
for nearly 45 years. I was raised on
Birch Avenue, rented my first apart-
ment on Prospect Street, purchased my
first home on Oak Avenue and currently
reside on Parkview Avenue.

In October I sent a request to the
town to assess Parkview Avenue and
see for themselves how bad it has be-
come. To date I have not received a
letter or phone call even confirming the
letter had been received and the town is
considering my request. The tax and
sewer bill somehow magically arrived
without delay.

The streets in Westfield are in embar-
rassing disrepair. Necessary utilization
by large trucks for trash collection,
construction and package delivery are
probably responsible for some of the
damage as are frost heaves, snow dam-
age and searing heat in the summer.
Curbs that were constructed of cement
as opposed to blocks 40 – 50 years ago
are also suffering the effects of neglect
and old age. All of these things com-
bined will wreak havoc on street sur-
faces, curbs and sidewalks and I think
most people recognize and accept that
as fact. What is puzzling is the lack of
reaction from the town to these defi-
ciencies.

Repaving a road and replacing curbs
are very expensive without question.
State and municipal budgets are razor
thin for a variety of reasons but prob-
ably due more to county and state level
inefficiencies than anything else. Un-
fortunately, federal tax dollars for “in-
frastructure and shovel-ready jobs” have
not been allocated to local resurfacing
here in Westfield.

Crumbling streets take an enormous
toll on our automobiles and other equip-
ment such as snow blowers. They cre-
ate pooling along the curbs where rain-
water runoff and sump sumps drain
into. Left this way in freezing tempera-

tures the water expands and causes dis-
tress to the surfaces. In the winter the-
ses pools can cause sump pump drains
to become clogged with ice and left-
over leaves from the fall pickup. This
can cause backups into basements.
Crumbling curbs add to the destruction
when dirt, grasses and other debris make
their way into the streets and automo-
biles routinely bump up against the
sharp edges damaging tires and rims.
Gaps between the street and driveways
cause similar damage to automobiles.
Most importantly children who enjoy
riding their bikes, skateboards, scoot-
ers, big wheels etc. are routinely in-
jured trying to navigate these enormous
gaps. Some of the gaps are more than
four inches deep, more than a foot deep
into the street and, in many cases, ex-
tend the entire length of the street.

This past weekend my 15-year-old
son and I threw up our hands, went to
Home Depot and bought ready-made
asphalt patch (I had no idea there was
such a thing). My guestimate of the cost
was around $300 and we were probably
able to patch two-feet wide, four inches
deep and eight feet in length, enough to
bridge to gap between our driveway
and the street. I would estimate that we
would need to spend another $500 –
$750 to repair the rest of a 65-foot
stretch, not including probably another
$800 to repair the curb.

How bad does it need to get before
someone (the town) takes action? Was
the town’s plan of inaction designed to
rely on the resident’s frustration to ulti-
mately insulate the town from the cost
and do it themselves?

If the short-term solution is to ad-
equately patch the street so be it. Short-
term solutions tend to become perma-
nent solutions and that is not what I
would consider a well-constructed plan.

David Wright
Westfield


