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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
XXX
XXX
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Taxes Continue to Rise Locally;
Is Retirement Possible In N.J.?

Letter Carriers Look to Stamp Out
Hunger With Annual Food Drive

We Must Look to Qualities for
Leadership When Voting

Saturday, May 9th marks the 23rd
anniversary of one of America’s great
days of giving — the National Asso-
ciation of Letter Carriers Stamp Out
Hunger Food drive.

Letter carriers walk through the
community every day, often coming
face to face with a sad reality for too
many, hunger.

So, each year on the second Satur-
day in May, letter carriers across the
country collect non-perishable food
donations from our customers. These
donations go directly to local food
pantries to provide food to people in
Scotch Plains who need our help.

Last year, we collected over 72
million pounds of food nationally,
feeding an estimated 30 million
people. Over the course of its 22-year
history, the drive has collected well
over one billion pounds of food,
thanks to a postal service universal
delivery network that spans the entire
nation, including Puerto Rico, Guam
and U.S. Virgin Islands.

The need for food donations is
great. Currently, 49 million Ameri-
cans — one  in six — are unsure

where their next meal is coming from.
Sixteen million are children who feel
hunger’s impact on their overall health
and ability to perform in school. And
nearly five million seniors over age
60 are food insecure, with many who
live on fixed incomes often too em-
barrassed to ask for help.

Our food drive’s timing is crucial.
Food banks and pantries often re-
ceive the majority of their donations
during Thanksgiving and Christmas
holiday seasons. By springtime, many
pantries are depleted, entering the
summer low on supplies at a time
when many school breakfast and
lunch programs are not available to
children in need.

Participating in this year’s Letter
Carrier Stamp Out Hunger Food Drive
is simple. Just leave a non-perishable
food donation in a bag by your mail-
box on Saturday, May 9 and your
letter carrier will do the rest. I invite
you to join in America’s great day of
giving and help us in our fight to end
hunger.

Rick Naples
Scotch Plains Letter Carrier

Letters to the Editor
Scotch Plains Mayor Glover’s Cronies’ Letters

Can’t Hide Truth About His Bad Behavior
I previously wrote a letter to the editor

of April 16, 2015, which detailed facts
about [Mayor Kevin] Glover’s inappro-
priate behavior in violation of the state
Open Public Meetings Act and the con-
stitutional right to free speech. In re-
sponse to my letter, Ms. Thompson and
Ms. Nix wrote letters to the editor the
next week (perhaps by request) which
contain ludicrous and irrelevant state-
ments. Given past history involving
Glover, the response by both writers is
not surprising or unexpected to me.

Ms. Thompson and Ms. Nix are both
political cronies of Glover. Neither of
them expressed any regret or provided
any comment in their letters about
Glover’s outrageous and disrespectful
behavior at a public council meeting on
March 17, 2015. Instead, they both sought
to disparage me in their letters for calling
Glover out for his behavior because of
their relationship to him.

Both Ms. Thompson and Ms. Nix be-
long to Glover’s political organization
and have been appointed to local com-
mittees or other positions by him. Ms.
Thompson and her husband are frequent
companions of Glover and his wife and
socialize with them. Ms. Nix has ap-
peared at local events accompanying Mr.
Glover and his wife. Ms. Nix often times
sits right next to Mr. Glover’s wife at
town council meetings as I believe she
did at the meeting of March 17, 2015.

Both Thompson (as well as her hus-
band) and Nix are perpetual defenders of
Glover and have written countless letters
to the editor on his behalf to support him
and to criticize others who disagree with
him. When called upon, Thompson and
Nix have made comments at council
meetings always in support of Glover
and critical to others who may disagree
with him. This is apparently a part of their
role as Glover’s loyal cronies.

Ms. Nix acted rudely and made rude
comments out loud at the March 17, 2015
meeting. She has done this on other occa-
sions in the past. She even disrespectfully
stuck her hands in front of my father’s
face to clap about comments that were
made at a town council debate. My father
is a veteran of the United States Marine
Corps and has lived in Scotch Plains for
50 years.

Although Mr. Glover is responsible to
maintain the decorum at council meet-
ings, he has failed to address the uncivil
behavior and rude comments by his per-
sonal supporters at council meetings in-
cluding the March 17, 2015 meeting.

Being publicly called out for his trans-
gressions at the March 17, 2015 council
meeting by me is obviously a concern to
Glover and Ms. Thompson and Nix. I did
not provoke his behavior or disrupt the
meeting. A review of the video of the
meeting will clearly show that to anyone
who watches. Glover should be embar-
rassed by his own behavior.

I came to the council meeting on March
17, 2015 for the first time since I left the
council last December to discuss impor-
tant agenda items at the meeting. I was
rudely and disrespectfully obstructed and

brushed off by Glover, who I served with
on the council. I was told by him that I
could not speak and was threatened to be
removed from the meeting.

Why Glover felt the need to exhibit
such rudeness, hostility and personal ani-
mosity towards me at the time is unclear
to me. His combative behavior and utter
lack of respect reminded me of his behav-
ior and conduct towards many people
that I witnessed and experienced while I
served with him on the council.

As I alluded to in my letter to the editor
of April 16, 2015, the letters by both Ms.
Thompson and Ms. Nix provide an ex-
ample of Glover using his personal po-
litical surrogates to attempt to besmirch
others and carry out his own dirty work.
Their letters attempt to deflect from the
facts regarding Glover’s improper and
inappropriate actions. Instead, Thomp-
son and Nix cast aspersions towards me
in response to my holding Glover ac-
countable and criticizing him for his de-
plorable actions.

Glover relies on his political puppets
like Thompson and Nix to protect him by
their statements attempting to ridicule
others who speak out about his disturb-
ing conduct.

The childish, insipid and irrelevant
statements made by Thompson and Nix
in their letters reflects an inability to
maturely and honestly engage in civil
discourse. This pathetic behavior is part
of the political landscape in politics in
Scotch Plains because Glover and some
who support him conduct themselves in
this manner.

To clarify the attempted insult stated
by Thompson regarding party support
for my run for re-election; I would not
continue to be a part of any organization
that endorses Kevin Glover and allows
his personal and political games to occur.
That was my choice and I am glad to have
made that decision. I was pleased to be
part of the fine organization that sup-
ported me.

As a former running mate and a mem-
ber of the same political party as Glover
for most of the time that I served on the
town council, I tried my best to work with
him for the good of the town and to get
along with him.

As has been stated by others, Glover
has brought disunity and division to our
local government during his time on the
council. He has been unwilling to work
with fellow council members of either
party and has alienated many of those he
has come in contact with.

Regarding an issue discussed in my
April 16, 2015 letter, the public should be
aware of the unnecessary expenditure by
the town of significant taxpayer monies.
The town spent somewhere around
$150,000 unnecessarily due to the failure
to change to the New Jersey State Health
Benefits plan for town employees by
April 1, 2015.

There was concern this year that at-
tempts were being made to scuttle the
previous council’s decision in December
2014 to change to the State Health Ben-
efits Plan. This decision by the previous

What qualifies a person to run for
public office? There are, of course,
the constitutional requirements. But
that is not the end of the story.

This question should be central in
our minds and well before we make
that fateful decision in the voting
booth!

So what does qualify a person?
Constitutional provisions refer to age
and residency. But not to education
or training or perspective or judg-
ment or common sense or virtue or
ability. It would be difficult to fash-
ion these standards into constitutional
language.

Still we must look to the factors or
qualities that make for leadership
whatever the party identification or
lack thereof!

Yes, our beloved country has been
well served by many good and loyal
and dedicated elected public servants,
but we know all too well that this has
not always been the case!

The question becomes ever more
important because the issues and the
problems become ever more impor-
tant and, what with the vast lethal

weaponry and the roiling and boiling
around the world and even within our
own country, that decision in the vot-
ing booth had best be based upon a
true inventory of those factors or
qualities that any candidate for pub-
lic office must have!

Alexander Hamilton in Federalist
Paper 68, in arguing for the Electoral
College, used words that have wider
application and should make us all
think about what does qualify a per-
son to run for any public office!

No political office should “fall to
the lot of any man who is not in an
eminent degree endowed with the
requisite qualifications. Talents for
low intrigue, and the little arts of
popularity, may alone elevate a man
to the first honors in a single state; but
it will require other talents, and a
different kind of merit, to establish
him in the esteem and confidence of
the whole Union….” That there be
“characters pre-eminent for ability
and virtue.”

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

town council was made in order to save
the town from a premium increase for
health benefits of approximately
$500,000.00.

Glover, who has served on the council
since 2007 and previously confirmed that
he receives health benefits paid by the
town, is not eligible to continue to re-
ceive benefits as a result of the change to
the State Health Benefits Plan as a part-
time “employee.”

The cost already to the town for pro-
viding him with health benefits since he
has received them for serving on the town
council may be as much as $150,000 or
more.

The fact is that the town could have
addressed any concerns regarding the
health benefits change for town employ-
ees sooner so that the change of health
plans could have taken effect by April 1,
2015 as the previous town council had
planned, and not delay the change to July
1, 2015. Any attempt to reverse the pre-
vious council decision and the delay which
resulted to implement the change in health
coverage for the town employees wasted
substantial savings available to the town.
This caused a large additional expense to
our taxpayers that we expected to save
the town when the prior council passed
the resolution to change health plans. Mr.
Glover clearly did not want to discuss
this issue at the March 17, 2015 meeting
when he refused to let me speak.

Regarding the town council regretta-
bly abolishing the long-standing inde-
pendent group of volunteers which com-
prise the Recreation Commission, thank-
fully the public will have the final say on
what happens regarding the continuation
of the Recreation Commission.

As a person who served along with
Glover in municipal government and
observed his actions and behavior closely,
I can say wholeheartedly that his term in
office, which ends in 2016, cannot expire
soon enough. I believe that our town and
town government will be much better off
when that occurs.

Michael “Mickey” Marcus
Scotch Plains

Over the next few weeks area residents will get an
idea about how much there property taxes will be
going up as of August 1st. In last week’s newspaper
we published the budgets for our local school boards.
The Westfield Board of Education tax levy is up $2.8
million, Scotch Plains-Fanwood is increasing $2.4
million, Mountainside is up $595,964, Garwood is
up $145,740, and Cranford is increasing by $1.3
million, according to the board’s preliminary budget
numbers.

The county budget’s tax levy is going up $8.2
million county-wide. The actual increases per town
will not be released until the final reading and
adoption vote by the freeholders on Thursday, May
14.

At the municipal level, the Westfield tax levy is
going up $497,948 from last year’s adopted budget.
Scotch Plains’ taxpayers will see a flat municipal tax
for the first time in 15 years as part of a $14.7-million
tax levy. Fanwood has been working to lower the
projected increase on borough residents which is
now projected to go up by $60 for the average home

in town (we have not seen actual budget numbers
yet). The Mountainside Borough budget is going up
by $254,000.

School taxes will continue to rise until the state
redoes the formula to calculate school funding as
roughly 90 percent of suburban school district spend-
ing plans are funded through local property taxes,
which is obviously way to high. Also, despite selling
Runnells Specialized Hospital for $26 million, county
taxes are still going up by over $8 million. Although
the freeholders have said this is due to state and
federal grants drying up, we believe more of an
effort needs to be made to get this number cut in half.
Everything must be looked at. At all levels the
percentage of the budget for salaries and benefits has
been increasing which, in our judgment, should be
of concern to our elected officials.

As the cost of living in New Jersey continues to
increase, many approaching retirement are starting
to face the reality that leaving New Jersey to go south
to Delaware, the Carolinas or Florida might be their
only option to have money left over to enjoy life.

Thanks to Volunteers
For Fanwood Cleanup
The Fanwood Clean Community

Committee would like to extend their
thanks to the 100 volunteers who
participated in the April 26 Clean
Community Day. Litter was removed
from Fanwood’s public areas. Picked
up during the event were many bags
of recyclables and trash. Good job,
volunteers!

The morning began with Mayor
Colleen Mahr’s greeting to the crowd
and a discussion of the meaning and
importance of Fanwood Clean Com-
munity Day. Evelyn Lisojo, of SKY
Yoga, led the crowd in a pre-event
stretch.

Clint Dicksen, chairman; Bob
McCarthy, Margaret Chowdhury,

Linda Talcott, Dean Talcott

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Inextirpable – Not to be uprooted
2. Tind – To kindle
3. Induviae – The withered leaves

which remain on the stems of some plants
4. Threnody – A song of lamentation;

a dirge

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

DAROO
1. The Egyptian sycamore
2. A nocturnal Australian marsupial.

Kangaroo rat
3. A type of dugout canoe
4. A shark

TITURATE
1. To quiver or to shake
2. To grind to a powder or pulverize
3. To berate; ridicule
4. To trample under foot

BRAW
1. Well-groomed; smart
2. Awkward; clumsy
3. Cutting; especially with an ax or saw
4. To delude by flattery

TESSARADECAD
1. A group of 140 individuals
2. A group of 24 individuals
3. A group of 14 individuals
4. A group of 44 individuals

Will Opinions on NJ Corruption
Impact Elections, Change Things?
A new Fairleigh Dickinson University PublicMind Poll

is encouraging in that New Jerseyans, while accustomed
to public corruption in the Garden State, still believe it
wrong. But will this mean any changes at the election
polls?

Nine hundred and eleven people in the poll, which was
conducted between April 13 through 19, were asked
about five different potentially corrupt actions and to
decide whether they were acceptable or not. Sixty-seven
percent of respondents say that all five – ranging from
fixing traffic tickets to accepting large gifts and vacations
(i.e., Senator Robert Menendez (D), who has been in-
dicted on charges of receiving inappropriate gifts and
travel from a campaign donor) – are unacceptable. The
poll found that Republicans and Democrats are equally
likely to view these actions as corrupt: in both groups, 66
percent say that all five of the actions are unacceptable.
Also, 88 percent of respondents say that it’s unacceptable
for politicians to accept large gifts and vacations from
supporters, with only 9 percent saying that it’s OK.

Twenty-three percent say it’s acceptable for politicians
to contact government agencies on behalf of friends or
political allies, with 71 percent saying that doing so is
unacceptable, according to the FDU poll.

The Associated Press ran a story in March where it was
alleged that millions of dollars in state tax breaks were
going to businesses in Camden linked to Governor Chris

Christie’s political allies, such as Democrat George
Norcross. Only 3 percent of respondents say it’s accept-
able for politicians to funnel state money to businesses
owned by political allies with 93 percent saying that it’s
unacceptable.

Also, the New Jersey State Senate approved legislation
that would have allowed elected officials to collect a
police or firefighter pension in addition to their current
salary for political office, something that was banned in
2012. Eighty-four percent of New Jersey residents say
that it’s unacceptable for politicians to pass legislation
designed to help individual political allies; only 11 per-
cent say that it’s OK.

Now we have to see if this impacts future elections. Sen.
Menendez is not up for re-election until 2018. Area voters
will remember that he defeated Westfield resident and
state Senator, Tom Kean Jr., in 2006 to win his first term
in the Senate before he was re-elected in 2012.

Why do New Jeseyans continue to elect the same state
legislators time after time? And why have Democrats
dominated the U.S. Senate races in New Jersey every
election sense 1972?

In our opinion, competitive races might help turn the
tide on those elective officials who either refuse to take
action to end corrupt practices or to stop elected officials
from enriching themselves or their “friends” at the ex-
pense of taxpayers.

See more letters on page 5

 Sunday, May 10
Mother's Day 2015


