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1607 Shackamaxon Drive � Scotch Plains, NJ 07076 � 908.233.1300 � Shackamaxoncc.com
*All prices subject to a 20% service charge and NJ State Tax. Credit card must be provided in order to hold the reservation.

In the event you need to cancel your reservation, please do so within 48 hours of the event in order to avoid incurring a 50% charge.

At any moment, a great moment.®

Treat Mom to a Memorable Experience
at Shackamaxon Country Club

Feast on our fantastic buffet while enjoying
live piano music and spectacular views

Fresh Baked Pastries • Farm Fresh Eggs & Omelettes
Pancake Station • Antipasto & Salad Station • Carving Stations

Sensational Desserts
There’s even a children’s buffet just for the little ones

Adults $50* Children 4 - 12 $20*
Children 3 & under are complimentary!

Reservations required
Please Contact Amanda Maloney
amaloney@shackamaxoncc.com

(908) 233.1300 ext. 1220

Mother’s Day Brunch
Sunday, May 10th 11am – 2pm

Complimentary
Mother’s Day

photos for 
Brunch guests!

GOP Senators Rollout Job
Creation, Growth Package

UCPO Seeks Public’s
Assistance In Body ID

TRENTON — The Senate Re-
publican leadership team held a State
House press conference on Thurs-
day to culminate their statewide
rollout of a 36-bill job creation and
economic growth package that they
say will not cost taxpayers extra
money.

“In an age when officials in Tren-
ton like to talk a lot about jobs, Senate
Republicans have been actually bring-
ing job-creating and economic growth
solutions to stakeholders, employ-
ers, entrepreneurs, educators and in-
novators in all corners of the state and
from diverse backgrounds,” said Sen-
ate Republican Leader Tom Kean Jr.
(R-21st, Westfield) said. “We’re ex-
cited that many of the cost-neutral
jobs solutions we’ve unveiled over
the past several months have already
garnered bipartisan sponsorship and
votes, as well as the support of vari-
ous representatives of the business
and higher education community.
We’re now trying to accelerate this
momentum to finish the job for New
Jersey families and people in the
workforce.”

This 36-bill package includes legis-
lation sponsored by every Senate Re-
publican and was rolled out by the
leadership team as they visited small
businesses, innovators and manufac-
turers, along with current and pro-
spective job seekers and those who
train and educate them. Already, 11 of
the 36 bills have Senate Democrat co-
sponsors; eight of the 36 bills have
moved in the Senate; and a few others
have moved in the Assembly.

Each leadership member spear-
headed the rollout of bills in six essen-
tial pillars of job creation and eco-
nomic growth. Senator Kean held the
first event on Fostering Innovation.

“We can increase opportunities and
create high-paying jobs for people
with this new set of bills to foster
innovation,” Sen. Kean said. “This
legislation will help expand research
and development efforts, as well as
create greater avenues for success by
linking higher education and busi-
ness communities. These bills can
open doors to help impressive em-
ployers grow here and attract more
job creators by showing that New
Jersey is devoted to staying a force
for innovation.”

Senator Diane Allen (R-7th,
Burlington) held an event on Devel-
oping New Jersey’s Workforce. Sena-
tor Robert Singer unveiled solutions
geared toward Enhancing Tourism
and Agriculture.

 “... A key bill in this package would
change that by overhauling New
Jersey’s tourism efforts, in part, with
a global marketing campaign to fea-
ture a mobile app to attract people in
real-time to any of the historical sites,
parks, trails, museums, beaches and
venues across the state. This package
will make New Jersey competitive
with other states, including Michi-
gan, California, Florida, Virginia and
New York, which every day are draw-
ing our residents and families from
our tourist base to their states and, in
turn, improving their economies,”
Sen. Singer said.

Senator Jennifer Beck (R-11th, Red
Bank) has legislation focused on im-
proving New Jersey’s economic de-
velopment policies and programs
while Senator Anthony Bucco (R-
25th, Denville) introduced solutions
to reduce burdensome regulations.

Assistant Republican Leader Joe
Pennacchio spearheaded lowering ex-
cessive costs.

O’Scanlon: GOP Is
Interested in

PropertyTax Reform
TRENTON – Assembly Republi-

can Budget Officer Declan O’Scanlon
(R-13th, Red Bank), issued the fol-
lowing statement following Sunday’s
news report Assembly Republicans
have no interest in participating in a
bipartisan panel on property tax re-
form:

“Assembly Republicans have been
asking Trenton Democrats, who con-
trol the Legislature, for a bipartisan
discussion on New Jersey’s property
tax crisis for years. For the last five
years, Republicans have proposed
legislation calling for a special ses-
sion of the Legislature to consider
property tax relief and reform.

“We have proposed direct tax re-
lief for New Jersey families, elimi-
nating payouts for unused sick leave
and changing the school funding for-
mula. We are ready to discuss these
initiatives and other proposals with
the majority at any time.

“I consider Majority Leader
Greenwald a friend and have directly
indicated to him my willingness to
participate in property tax reform
discussions. To make it absolutely
clear, I stand ready to participate in a
dialogue on property tax reform,
whether it takes place in the form of
a special legislative session or at a
diner over coffee.”

Cybersecurity Bill Passes With
Watson Coleman Input

WASHINGTON, D.C. -- The House
of Representatives has passed H.R.
1731, the National Cybersecurity Pro-
tection Advancement Act, legislation
that included a provision to encourage
public awareness and education on
personal cyber security authored by
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (NJ-
12th), a member of the House Home-
land Security Committee.

“I am pleased to see Congress tak-
ing an active interest in our nation’s
cybersecurity, and I’m glad that bill
we passed today includes my provi-
sion encouraging greater awareness
of the vulnerabilities that exist for
our seniors, students, small busi-
nesses, military, veterans, and all
Americans,” Rep. Watson Coleman
said. “Cyber attacks represent a grow-
ing threat to American families and
our national security. By making sure
people understand the basic steps they
can take to protect their networks we
can prevent these attacks and im-
prove our nation’s overall
cybersecurity defenses.”

The Watson Coleman provision
was added to the bill during the Home-
land Security Committee mark-up of
H.R. 1731 on April 14. The provision
directs the Department of Homeland
Security (DHS) to launch a concerted

and sustained campaign to educate
individuals about personal cyber se-
curity through effective public service
announcements published online and
communicated through social media.
It also directs DHS to devise creative
wage to engage the public on simple
steps to help thwart a cyber-breach.

The Cybersecurity Protection and
Advancement Act would amend the
Homeland Security Act of 2002 to
improve information sharing in an
effort to thwart the growing risk posed
by hackers and cyber-attacks perpe-
trated by foreign nations.

COUNTY — Authorities are seek-
ing assistance from the public in iden-
tifying a body that was found in the
Warinanco Park lake earlier this
month, Union County Police Chief
Daniel Vaniska and acting Union
County Prosecutor Grace H. Park
jointly announced.

The body was recovered from the lake
near the border of Elizabeth and Roselle
during the afternoon hours of Sunday,
April 5, and a joint investigation by the
Union County Police Department and
the Prosecutor’s Office’s Homicide Task
Force, as of last Thursday, has yet to
produce a positive identification.

The recovered body is that of a
black male in his late 30s or early 40s
who stood approximately five-foot-
seven to five-foot-eight and weighed
approximately 145 pounds. The body
was recovered wearing green shorts,
white long thermal underwear, and
heavy brown wool socks, with no
shirt or shoes evident.

An autopsy conducted by the Union

County Medical Examiner’s Office
revealed no scars or obvious signs of
trauma to the body, and at this time
the cause and manner of death are
officially listed as undetermined
pending additional investigation. The
autopsy results appear to indicate that
the body had been partially or fully
submerged underwater for a period
of two to three months, although it
remains unclear how the man ini-
tially entered the lake.

Based on the autopsy findings, the
man did not have any natural teeth and
was a heavy smoker who also had a
distinctive tattoo on the inside of his
right forearm. The tattoo appears to
depict a heart-shaped figure with a
crooked banner extending across it.

Anyone with any information about
the identity of this person is being
urged to contact Prosecutor’s Office
Detective Johnny Ho at (908) 403-
8271 or Union County Police De-
partment Detective Manuel Corte at
(908) 358-7692.

WESTFIELD AREA Y  
220 Clark St., Westfield ∙ 908-233-2700 ∙ www.westfieldynj.org  
Strengthening the communities of Cranford, Garwood, Mountainside and Westfield since 1923.  

Financial assistance is available.  like us at westfieldareay! 

BUILDING BRIGHTER FUTURES 
• Ages 6 months - grade 8 

• Full-Day and Half-Day Early Learning,  
Enrichments, Full-Day Kindergarten, 
Kindergarten Wraparound, Before & After 
School Complements 

• Westfield Early Learning Programs are 
NAEYC accredited 

• Cranford, Garwood, Mountainside & 
Westfield locations 

REGISTER  
FOR FALL!  

CREATE 

ADVENTURES 

MEMORIES 

POSSIBILITIES 

• Camps for a week or a summer for ages 3-15 

• Traditional, Sport, Specialty, Travel and Teen 

• Full-day, half-day and extended day available 

• Indoor and outdoor programs 

• Camp locations based in  
Garwood, Mountainside &  
Westfield 

Westfield & Mountainside  
locations 

SUMMER  
CAMP 

OPEN HOUSE!  
May 7, 6:30-7:30PM 

at the Bauer Branch 

CHILD CARE 
EDUCATION  

REPORTERS NEEDED
Current openings for reporters
to cover town council,  BOE,
and recreation  commission
meetings. We seek  community-
minded, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed. Must be able to meet
deadlines, know how to write a
lead, and take an active interest
in a regular beat in order to
develop news stories. Great for
stay-at-home moms,  a second
income or just for those who
love to write. E-mail resume
and clips to:

editor@goleader.com
The Westfield Leader &

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
TIMES

Barker Lounge, Multi-
Family OK’d by Zoning Bd.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — The zoning board
of adjustment (BOA) on Monday
night approved two applications. The
third applicant, Heritage Square of
Cranford LLC, carried its applica-
tion for a second time. It is to be heard
Monday, May 11.

Final site approval for Fundog,
Inc., doing business as the Barker
Lounge, to be located at 410-450
North Avenue East, was granted
by the board by a 6-to-0 vote. The
Barker Lounge first came before
the board in February, at which
time the BOA had asked for revi-
sions to the site plan that included
signage, the façade, lighting and
landscaping, said the applicant’s
attorney, Joseph Paparo of Hehl
and Hehl. The dog daycare facility
is planning to relocate from its
current location in Roselle to
Cranford.

The applicant’s revised site plan
changed its original bright blue-
colored awnings to a muted blue
and reduced the number of aw-
nings, the applicant’s architect,
Arthur Henn, said, per the board’s
request. The architect also elimi-
nated a band of blue on the façade
that was in the original design to
complement the branding of the
business.

“Mr. Henn went to great lengths to
tone down the look from the original
proposal... We feel it is appropriate
for the Township of Cranford,” Mr.
Paparo said.

The company’s signs will be exter-
nally illuminated, and there will be
added external lighting per the board’s
request.

The applicant did ask for a waiver
on the township engineer’s sugges-
tion to repair the driveway because of
the length of time it would take to
gain permits from the state Depart-
ment of Transportation, the
applicant’s project engineer, Joseph
Sparrone, said.

“The applicant is looking to go to
construction as soon as possible,”
Mr. Sparrone said.

It was requested that the BOA  not
make the repair a condition of ap-
proval, with the intent stated to  meet
with the engineer again to attempt
to resolve the issue. Should it not be
resolved, the applicant would com-
ply with the engineer’s comment,
Mr. Sparrone said.

Additional landscaping on the east

end of the property also was included.
The landscaping will reduce the im-
pervious coverage to 99.2 percent
from 99.7 percent as it is today, Mr.
Sparrone said.

“It is much more esthetically ap-
pealing,” Board Vice-President Rob-
ert Bovasso said upon approval of the
board.

Ralph Brunette and Mark Spen-
cer, applicants for 115 North Av-
enue West, also were approved, 6-
to-0, variances to allow a residen-
tial use on the first floor, which is a
pre-existing condition, and not to
have to provide a loading or unload-
ing zone. The owners will provide
bicycle racks, per the ordinance re-
quirement.

The co-applicants purchased the
two-family house last year and have
been restoring it. It was built in
1903, with a Queen Anne style,
architect Ronald Meeks said. The
exterior is to remain the same, Mr.
Meeks said.

The co-applicants were approved
to adjust the easterly, vacant side
of the house from a three-story,
three-bedroom apartment to two,
one-bedroom apartments. The ten-
ant on the westerly side has been a
resident for 40 years and wished to
remain, attorney Joseph Triarsi
said.

“We are reducing the impact of the
area by reducing the number of bed-
rooms,” Mr. Meeks said.

“We feel it is more conducive to
a single occupancy or a couple. I
doubt very much there will be
children living in the units,” Mr.
Meeks said.

Bramnick: Dems Need
To Disclose Tax Plan
WESTFIELD — Assembly Minor-

ity Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st,
Westfield) has said that Trenton
Democrats need to publicly disclose
their secret tax plan before the No-
vember General Election.

“Democrats in Trenton keep an-
nouncing billions of dollars in new
spending without a plan to pay for
it,” Mr. Bramnick said. “Democrats’
need to reveal their secret plan to
raise taxes and say which taxes they
will raise before the November elec-
tion.”


