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www.HomewatchCareGivers.com

• Hourly or live-in care in your home or residence
• All caregivers are state certified CHHAs
• Hourly caregivers can drive for errands  

and appointments
• Every client supported by an RN and Social 

Worker at no charge

Homewatch CareGivers Professional Staff 
Raising the bar in homecare every day!

(908) 448-2230
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Township Council to Act On
$3.4 M Cap Bond Next Week

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council will vote next week on
a proposed $3.4-million capital
budget that is one of the most ex-
pensive in recent years, due in large
part to the failure to enact a capital
bond last year.

Calling it a “really sound capital
plan for Scotch Plains,” Township
Manager Al Mirabella told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times that
there is a “fair amount of carryover
[in this year’s plan] from last year.”
The council failed on two occa-
sions last May and July to muster
the necessary four votes to approve
a proposed $1.5-million bond ordi-
nance, which was opposed by
Mayor Kevin Glover and Deputy
Mayor Colleen Gialanella because
of their concerns about some of the
items slated for purchase.

The capital bond, Mr. Mirabella
said, addresses public safety needs
and “some of our history as well”
along with infrastructural needs that
he said had been neglected for too
long.

This year’s capital spending plan,
which will be voted on by the coun-
cil at its Tuesday, May 5 conference
meeting, includes a variety of items
both new and carried over from
2014. The heating and air-condi-
tioning system at the library is slated
for replacement, at a cost of
$375,000. If the bond is approved,
the fire department will receive
slightly more than $1 million to
purchase a new fire engine as well
as various other equipment. About
$58,000 will be used to make im-
provements to the north side
firehouse.

Another $65,000 will be used for
stabilization of a bank at a pumping
station on Raritan Road and for
unspecified downtown business dis-
trict beautification efforts. The Pub-
lic Works Department will get
$191,000 for the purchase of a new
dump truck with a plow as well as a
new hot-asphalt patcher and a new
trailer.

The Parks and Recreation De-
partment will receive $222,000 to
purchase several new vehicles, in-
cluding a senior citizen bus, a pickup
truck with a plow and a mason dump
truck with a plow. The department
also is slated for another $878,000
that will be used for, among other
things, the design of an irrigation
system at Brookside Park and the
dredging and cleanup of the park’s

pond as well as exterior improve-
ments to the Shady Rest clubhouse.
A further $67,100 will be used for
exterior upgrades to the historic
Cannonball House on Front Street
and the Hamilton House next door
where the Resolve counseling cen-
ter is located.

Mr. Mirabella said the council
had “significant input” as the de-
tails of the capital bond were being
formulated. He told The Times that
there was “good agreement amongst
the mayor and council” on the par-
ticulars of the capital bond. The
three current council members who
were present for last year’s twin
failures to enact a capital bond say
they are supportive of this year’s
plan. Mayor Glover told The Times
earlier this week that he was sup-
portive of “many if not most of the
proposed recommendations” last
year, most of which are included in
this year’s bond ordinance. He re-
called that he did not back “spend-
ing approximately $150,000 on
technology packages” proposed by
then-township manager Jerry
Giaimis, “because I was unable to
get sufficient documentation or an
explanation for making such a sig-
nificant purchase.” The mayor said
he also was “unconvinced” of the
need to purchase an “expensive
SUV for the head of our DPW as
well as spending hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars on additional
trucks” sought by then-DPW direc-
tor Carlos Luaces.

Speaking to The Times, Deputy
Mayor Gialanella reiterated re-
marks made at last week’s bond
ordinance introduction that her
“only disappointment” was that the
bond “didn’t specifically speak to
the fields behind Terrill Middle
School.” But she said that the work
she feels needs to be done there “is
part of a bigger conversation and
can’t hold up the other work that
needs to be accomplished, not the
least of which are the next phases of
the restoration to the Shady Rest.”
She also repeated her assertion that
grant money needs to be “aggres-
sively” sought out so that “grants,
not local taxes, fund our capital
improvement projects.”

Republican Councilman
Llewellyn Jones told The Times he
will support the bond ordinance next
week, “because it includes money
for some very important items that
do need to be improved.” He noted
that last year’s failed capital bond
— “which was defeated by the
Democrats” — included many of
the same priorities as this year’s,
but was opposed “on the grounds of
‘too much debt,’” while this year’s
bond is touted as being for “impor-
tant infrastructure spending.” He
said, “The hypocrisy of the Demo-
crats’ arguments isn’t lost on me. I
hope the public takes note.”
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County
Frank Guzzo, director of human

services for the county, said the goal
of the program is to make child care
more affordable in Union County.
He said the average cost of child
care in the county is $234 per week
and $185 per week for pre-school.

“This means that a single parent
with two children under the age of
5 would need to spend $21,528 an-
nually on child care. If this parent
had a gross income of $40,000 he
or she would not be eligible for the
state’s New Jersey Care Kids Pro-
gram,” Mr. Guzzo told the board.
“...So, in essence, what this (the
county’s program) does, is make
that affordable for those individu-
als that are just above that (income)
line (for the state program), but
(who) still need the assistance,” Mr.
Guzzo said.

Per a question from Freeholder
Chairman Mohamed Jalloh, Mr.
Guzzo said the funding, $47,000 of
which would go directly to families,
would cover around 40 families.

He said Patricia Mennuti, execu-
tive director of Community Coordi-
nated Child Care, will be available at
tonight’s meeting to answer any ques-
tions from the board.

Freeholder Hudak called the pro-
gram a “wonderful initiative” while
Freeholder Bruce Bergen called it a
“very well-thought-out” program.

A $91,663 contract with All Hands
Fire Equipment of Neptune will be on
tonight’s agenda. The contract is to
provide urban water rescue equip-
ment training through a 2014 Home-
land Security Grant. Andrew Moran,
director of public safety, said 26
firefighters from Elizabeth, Union,
Cranford and Rahway will take part
in the training.

Planning Bd. Delays Action
On Cooper Rd. Subdivision

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The plan-
ning board this week put off final
action on a subdivision application
until it could be furnished with more
detailed information on issues rang-
ing from storm water drainage plans
and the size of the homes to be built
on the new lots to emergency vehicle
access. Board Vice-Chairwoman
Theresa Flood said the additional in-
formation might give “some com-
fort” to neighbors concerned about
the proposed new development.

At a hearing on Monday night that
lasted nearly three-and-a-half hours,
Vincent DeLisi requested several vari-
ances that would allow him to subdi-
vide his 168,000-square-foot prop-
erty at 1230 Cooper Road into three
lots. Mr. DeLisi and his family would
continue to reside in their existing
home on the lot nearest to Cooper
Road while two new lots would be
created behind his rectangular-shaped
property. Each of the three newly-
designated lots would measure be-
tween 55,000 and 57,000 square feet
in size.

To access the homes on the two
rear lots, Mr. DeLisi is faced with two
options: build a public roadway along
the south edge of his property or
construct a common private drive-
way to serve the two new homes. The
first option would lead to a require-
ment that the DeLisi home be razed
and rebuilt elsewhere on the front lot
to conform with local zoning ordi-
nances and requirements since the
new street would be considered a
public roadway. It also would affect
homeowners whose houses face
Ashbrook Drive and whose rear yards
abut the DeLisi property. A new pub-
lic roadway along those neighbors’
backyards could lead to an interpre-
tation that their backyards are actu-
ally second front yards, meaning they
could be subject to a variety of zoning
regulations such as placement of sheds
and pools.

Lawrence Woodruff, Mr. DeLisi’s
attorney, told the board that a public
street also would have to be main-
tained by the township as far as
snowplowing and upkeep are con-
cerned while a private driveway would
be maintained solely by the
homeowners.

Thomas Quinn, a professional en-
gineer who drafted plans for the sub-

division, told the board that in addi-
tion to a private driveway along the
southern border of the DeLisi prop-
erty, adequate tree buffering would
be included along the driveway to
shield the Ashbrook Drive neighbors
from the new subdivision. An attor-
ney representing a neighbor living on
the other side of the DeLisi property
requested that landscape buffering be
included on the northern side as well.

Mr. Quinn also detailed a storm
water management system for the two
new rear properties that will include
underground collection tanks and
some topography modifications that
will steer rain water toward the tanks
and, if necessary, to the new driveway
and onward to the street. The new
system would be maintained by the
two new homeowners, he said.

Several Ashbrook Drive residents
expressed concerns on Monday about
increased storm water running onto
their properties, but Mr. Quinn reas-
sured them several times that there
would be no increase in storm water
runoff thanks to the new detention
systems to be installed. Neighbors
also expressed their displeasure at
the prospect of having either a drive-
way or a public roadway running along
the rear yards, and several asked why
the new road could not be situated on
the other side of the property. Mr.
Quinn said that from an engineering
standpoint, such an option was not
feasible.

Mr. DeLisi briefly addressed his
neighbors, telling them with some
frustration in his voice that his prop-
erty at present is a “situation we can’t
maintain.” Several years ago, when
the planning board approved a subdi-
vision on the adjacent Eton Row cul-
de-sac, Mr. DeLisi had asked that the
cul-de-sac be extended into his prop-
erty so that he could subdivide it and
use Eton Row as a way to access the
two new rear lots. That request was
denied, and Mr. DeLisi eventually
appealed before a court dismissed his
case. “Somebody is going to develop”
his rear property, Mr. DeLisi told his
neighbors at Monday’s hearing. “This
is the least intrusive way to do so.”

As the 11 p.m. hour approached,
board member Robert LaCosta took
note of the various items still “need-
ing to be delved into” — such as the
fire chief’s report on how fire trucks
would be able to access the rear prop-
erties, more information on how the
storm water management plan will
operate, the types of trees to be used
as buffering, how trash and recycling
collection will be handled and the
size of the homes to be built on the
new lots — and recommended that
the board put off a final vote on ap-
proving Mr. DeLisi’s application un-
til members could further evaluate
those matters.

Mayor Kevin Glover agreed, say-
ing it would help to “find common
ground amongst the neighbors.”
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Referendum
to the council’s 4-to-1 vote, several
representatives of local youth sports
leagues spoke in opposition to the
move.

Rich Duthie, a member of the
board of directors of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Youth Baseball As-
sociation and one of the organizers
of the petition effort, told The Times
that he was “thankful to those who
were kind enough” to sign the peti-
tion and who “took the time to un-
derstand it.” He expressed hope that
petition signers will turn out for the
July referendum, if it is held. In the
meantime, he said he hoped the coun-
cil “has a clear mind to repeal what
was a terrible idea to begin with.”

Tom Kranz for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TREE CITY COMMUNITY...Fanwood has been designated a Tree City USA
commnunity for the 22nd year. The banner was displayed at Friday's Arbor Day
observance at Fanwood's Carriage House Park. Holding the banner are Mayor
Colleen Mahr, Shade Tree Commission Chairman Steve Falco and Park Middle
School sixth-grade teacher Peggy Brown, whose students participated in the event.

LEADER IN CHINA... Hal Narotzky of Westfield reads his copy of The Westfield
Leader  at the Canton Fair, the world’s largest  trade show, in Guangzhou, China.
He is there to see the newest trends in promotional products. Mr. Narotzky is CEO
of Aberson Narotzky & White branded products.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
THEY WILL PUMP YOU UP…The Super SteelFit Championships, a series of
intense qualifying fitness competitions, were held at the Westfield National
Guard Armory on Saturday. Athletes compete in four separate exercises that
utilize varying aspects of fitness. The competition is not strictly strength-based,
but also challenges competitors in endurance and body weight mechanics.
Athletes from all over New Jersey, New York and Pennsylvania competed in four
different workouts, which included box jumps, deadlifts, burpees, running and
a front squat ladder, that tested various aspects of fitness. The finals will be held
on the beach at Jenkinson’s Boardwalk on Saturday, June 20, with the final
“Super SteelFitters” competing for more than $9,000 in prize purse.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FESTIVE ATMOSPHERE...At Cranford's street fair on Sunday, live music
keeps the crowd singing along. Country Western music, Broadway music and
pop entertained attendees throughout the afternoon.
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SP-F BOE
The next board of education meet-

ing is scheduled for tonight, Thurs-
day, April 30, at 7:30 p.m., in the
administration building on Evergreen
Avenue and Cedar Street in Scotch
Plains. It was noted that this meeting
will serve as the public hearing to
adopt the 2015-2016 school budget.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

FW Rec
ing the rental rates to offset costs.

The repair and use of the LaGrande
Park tennis courts also was discussed.
Recreation Commission Secretary
Anthony Carter suggested placing a
sign by the court that says organized
activity, such as tennis lessons, is re-
quired to have a permit.

“How do you enforce it?” ques-
tioned Mr. Budiansky.

Also, the high school tennis team
uses the courts for practice, the com-
mission said.

“Are you rebuilding it because it
needs to be rebuilt, or are you rebuild-
ing it because the high school needs it
rebuilt?” asked Council Liaison Jack
Molenaar.

“I believe there is a difference be-
tween repairing it for recreation use
and for competition use,” Mr. Carter
said.

Commissioner Amy Boroff dis-
cussed the master plan
subcommittee’s suggestions for im-
provements to the parks based on
residents’ responses to an online sur-
vey conducted by the commission.

The five-year plan she presented
included the tennis court repair and
skate park for this year. An outdoor
shade structure at the parks, a court to
be used for racquetball and handball,
and a spider structure or rock wall for
climbing at a playground were pre-
sented.

“There is a large demand for redo-
ing LaGrande, the playground and
shade trees,” Ms. Boroff said. She
said the master plan gave it a priority
in 2017. The equipment was put in 20
years ago, she said.

“People do feel it is outdated and
needs to be replaced,” Ms. Boroff
said.

“It really is and it is something I
will fight for,” Acting Chairperson
Bruce Zakarin said.

A dog park also was of interest,
Ms. Boroff said. The commission
was receptive to a dog park. Mr.
Molenaar suggested a grassy area
north of the train station between
North Avenue and Sheelens Cross-
ing that is unused.

WTC Adopts 2015 Budget;
Discusses Road Maintenance

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD —At its regular
public meeting Tuesday evening,
the Westfield Town Council adopted
the 2015 municipal budget. The
budget includes $409,757 allocated
for the Downtown Westfield Cor-
poration (DWC), the management
entity of the Special Improvement
District (SID). The SID includes
most of the businesses in the down-
town area, which are assessed a
special tax to partially fund the
DWC.

The approved budget is
$42,056,432.87, $26,652,159.69 of
which will be raised from munici-
pal taxes.

Finance Committee Chairman
and council representative to the
DWC, Sam Della Fera, made some
comments on the 2015 budget. “It’s
been a while since our presenta-
tion. I’m happy to hear that the state
signed off on our budget with no
real material comments…I’m very
proud of the budget and I appreci-
ate the help from everyone from the
Finance Committee, Jim (Gildea,
town administrator) and all the de-
partment heads. I think we’re going
to be passing a very beneficial bud-
get tonight.”

Mr. Della Fera next addressed
some capital improvement projects
tied into the 2015 budget, specifi-
cally road maintenance. “Speaking
of budgets, the Finance Policy Com-
mittee, no sooner do we wrap up
the operating budget, we turned our
attention to the capital improve-
ment budget. Typically, we do all

the capital improvement budgeting
in one tranche, if you will.

“This year, particularly in light
of the severe weather we had over
the winter, we decided to fast-track
a little bit the paving aspects of our
capital improvement budget. We
want to get the trucks out fixing the
roads sooner rather than later.

“So in consultation with all the
council members, with our town
professionals, the DPW (Depart-
ment of Public Works), we looked
at roads, we proposed certain roads
and we’re in the process of devel-
oping what will be the final list,” he
stated.

Mr. Della Fera concluded, “We
can’t do all the roads we would like
to; I think it will be somewhat more
than we have in the recent past.”

This year’s budget included
$450,000 in capital improvements,
a large increase compared to recent
years.

Mr. Della Fera also commented
on the DWC budget. “Also, I’m the
council liaison to the DWC, the
Downtown Westfield Corporation.
That board met (Monday)
night…they’re the governing body
of the Special Improvement Dis-
trict. With this budget, for the fifth
or so year in a row, they have had a
flat budget.”

The municipal budget may be
viewed on the town’s website, lo-
cated at westfieldnj.gov/.

In other news, the town council
welcomed Cub Scouts from
Westfield’s Pack 172, Den 7 from
Franklin Elementary School. On
hand were Den Leaders Tom
Cuffaro and Garrick Stavrovich and
Cub Scouts Dylan Cuffaro, Alex
Danenhauer, Owen Proietti, Joseph
Puckett, Mark Serra and Thomas
Stavrovich. The Scouts led the as-
sembly in the Pledge of Allegiance
at the beginning of the meeting and
observed a portion of the council
session.

Finally, the town council ap-
proved the demolition of a single-
family dwelling located at 827 Wil-
low Grove Road and a single-fam-
ily dwelling and detached garage
located at 542 Westfield Avenue.

The next town council confer-
ence session open to the public is
scheduled for Tuesday, May 12, at
7 p.m., at the Municipal Building,
located at 425 East Broad Street.
The conference session will be im-
mediately followed by the council’s
regular public meeting at 7:45 p.m.


