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County Looks to Improve
Ash Brook Course Drainage
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By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholder Board on Thursday con-
sidered a $1,033,525 contract for
improvements to the Ash Brook Golf
Course.

Armando Sanchez, director of rec-
reational facilities, said the project
includes the renovation of all the bun-
kers on the golf course. He said the
bunkers will be rebuilt to improve
drainage and will include lining them,
“so we will not have any contamina-
tion with the rainwaters coming back
up through the bunkers, which we do
have right now.”

He said, currently, the longevity of
the bunkers is 10 to 15 years. Mr.
Sanchez said the new liners will ex-
tend the life of the bunkers to 20 to 25
years.

“A major problem at Ash Brook is
maintaining and keeping it open dur-
ing major rainstorms,” he said, not-
ing that holes 5, 14 and 16 often flood
as they lie along a swamp. He said a
new type of drainage that will be
constructed is expected to eliminate

much of the standing water on the
fairways. He said this will help the
water to recede after storms, thus,
helping the county to get the course
open faster after rainstorms and mak-
ing it easier to maintain.

Freeholder Chris Hudak reasoned
that the project will increase tee times,
which will help increase revenues at
Ash Brook.

Mr. Sanchez said whereas in the
past heavy rain would shut the course
for a day-and-a-half, with the new
drainage system Ash Brook could be
open within an hour after heavy rain.

County Manager Al Faella noted
the work will be paid for from previ-
ously allocated capital dollars and
that no new funding is being appro-
priated for the project.

On another matter, a $50,000 con-
tract with Community Coordinated
Child Care of Union County out of
Rahway to administer the county’s
child care subsidy program initiative
will be on tonight’s agenda for action
by the board. The contract runs from
May 1 to December 31 of this year.
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Township Council Faces Decision
As Rec. Panel Petition Is Certified

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Township
Clerk Bonnie Lacina has certified
the petition calling for a voter refer-
endum on whether to repeal the
township council’s vote in March
to abolish the township recreation
commission. If the council fails to
take action to reverse its abolish-
ment of the commission, the refer-
endum will take place on Tuesday,
July 21.

On April 6, backers of the com-
mission submitted to Ms. Lacina a
petition containing 1,325 signa-
tures. Under state law, the required

number of petition signatures must
be equal to 15 percent of the num-
ber of individual ballots cast lo-
cally in the most recent election for
State Assembly. With slightly more
than 7,500 township residents vot-
ing in the 2013 elections for As-
sembly, that meant that a minimum
of 1,130 signatures were required
to move the referendum forward.

After a 20-day period to review
the signatures to ensure they were
valid, Ms. Lacina informed council
members via e-mail last Friday that
she had certified 1,147 of the signa-
tures — more than required —
meaning that the council will have

to decide by Thursday, May 14, or
most likely at its conference meet-
ing next Tuesday, whether to move
to repeal the ordinance abolishing
the commission or to let the July
referendum go forward. In her e-
mail to the council, the clerk esti-
mated the cost of holding a referen-
dum to be $45,000 — $10,000 for
expenses related to the Union
County Clerk’s office and $35,000
for Union County Board of Elec-
tion expenses.

Ms. Lacina explained the verifi-
cation process to The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times, saying that after
ensuring the petition paperwork
conforms to state statutes in terms
of format and other provisions, she
reviews the entire petition to verify
that each signature is both valid and
that of a registered voter in Scotch
Plains. To ease the process, she has
access to the state’s voter database
that also enables her to see if the
petition signature matches the sig-
nature on file from when the voter
signed into his or her polling place
to vote locally.

After that, Ms. Lacina said she
contacts the Union County govern-
ment to double-check the names
and signatures. Of the 178 signa-
tures not certified on the petition,
Ms. Lacina said they were disquali-
fied because they were from people
not registered to vote in Scotch
Plains or their signatures did not
match election day signatures.

The council on March 17 voted
to abolish the commission, which
was established in the late 1940s, in
a move that proponents said would
streamline municipal operations by
having the township recreation di-
rector report directly to the town-
ship manager rather than to the com-
mission. At the public hearing prior

Photo Courtesy of Sean Conklin via YouTube
FANWOOD FIRE...The garage of the Lukoil gas station on North Avenue in Fanwood caught fire on Tuesday afternoon.
Fire departments from Fanwood, Scotch Plains, Westfield and Linden responded to battle the blaze. While the building was
destroyed by the fire, no injuries were reported.
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ON-THE-JOB  TRAINING...As part of Scotch Plains Township’s Take Your
Child to Work Day, employees were encouraged to bring their children to work
and many of them did. Climbing on fire trucks, police vehicles and public works
trucks were a highlight. The children were each given a certificate of achievement
for helping the township and treated to a pizza lunch.

Tom Kranz for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
YOUNG SEEDLINGS...Potted tree seedlings, provided through a post-Hurri-
cane Sandy recovery program, are distributed following Fanwood's Arbor Day
celebration at Carriage House Park on Friday.

Photo Courtesy of Phil Richardson
HOOT...A Great Horned Owl was being annoyed by a local crow last week in the
backyard at 800 Willow Grove Road in Westfield.

New Design Is Proposed
For Fanwood Skateboard Park

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — A new, scaled-
down design of the skateboard park
planned for Forest Road Park was
unveiled by the engineer hired for the
project at the recreation commission
meeting Tuesday.

The skateboard park has received
bids in the past that were over budget,
and in an effort to reduce costs design
changes have been made.

“This has less of the larger types of
structures. That brought down the
cost substantially,” Bill England, the
project engineer, said.

A fence that is proposed for the
park also was discussed. Mr. England
said on one side of the area proposed
for the park is a raised planter with
evergreens, and originally the plan
was to abut the fence with the planter,
but Mr. England said it could make it
difficult to clean debris out. He sug-
gested moving the fence four to five
feet away, and in effect moving the
park another four to five feet out on
the opposite side.

Recreation Commission Director
Robert Budiansky said he would dis-
cuss the issue of maintenance with
the Department of Public Works this
week before the commission makes a
decision.

The Fanwood Recreation Commis-
sion included the skate park in its
master plan in 2011. In 2012, the
commission applied for a Union
County Recreational Trust grant to
fund part of the skate park, and re-
ceived $80,000.

The project is to go out to bid again

in the next few weeks, Mr. England
said.

The commission made a motion to
create a new position to oversee the
reservations for party rentals of the
park buildings. A 4-to-0 motion was
passed to hire Mr. Budiansky as a
recreation coordinator at a yearly rate
of $4,000. Previously, the borough
administrator was taking reservations
at borough hall. “The borough hall
wants to divest themselves of taking
reservations,” Mr. Budiansky said.

Mr. Budiansky said a new online
system could be created for people to
reserve the building, but a person
would need to oversee the reserva-
tions that are made.

He showed a spreadsheet of the
2014 actual income from rentals of
the park buildings at LaGrande Park
and Forest Road Park and the
LaGrande Pavilion, as well as the
costs associated with janitorial fees.
A net profit was $6,365 for non-
business related rentals.

Mr. Budiansky then discussed his
proposed rates under the new online
booking system. He suggested rais-

SP-F BOE Discusses
Possible Upcoming Projects
By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – A facilities
report and discussions opened the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education meeting Thursday
evening. Board member and Facili-
ties Committee Chairman Trip
Whitehouse started the meeting
with a look at three projects.

First, Mr. Whitehouse noted that
facilities committee members, who
had just met recently, discussed a
new chain-linked fence for the back
of the McGinn Elementary School.
Mr. Whitehouse said that the project,
which is budgeted at $11,950, is
needed “for safety reasons.” He
added that the project also would
include the removal of an old bridge.

The second project mentioned in
Mr. Whitehouse’s report involved
identifying the need for a storage
container on the Happle Court side
of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School building. Mr. Whitehouse
reported that the facilities commit-
tee suggested that money from the
capital reserve portion of the school
budget should be used for the
project. He also noted that commit-
tee members added that the con-
tainer should be painted a Hunter
green color.

It was noted that the ever-grow-
ing music department needs a stor-
age unit to keep the hallways on the
music side of the building safe. Mr.
Whitehouse added that the storage
issue has been an ongoing problem
and grows as the popularity of the
music program increases. Other
board members asked if the con-
tainers were safe from the possibil-
ity of water leakage. Mr.
Whitehouse noted that nothing
would be stored in the container
that would be ruined if water came

in contact with it. It also was noted
that the storage container was a
sturdy construction.

Mr. Whitehouse and Business
Administrator Deborah Saridaki
observed that both projects fall into
the second goal of the newly-imple-
mented district strategic plan
adopted this past fall. The second
goal of the plan is to provide a safe
and secure learning environment
by mandating and upgrading dis-
trict facilities within the confines
of the school budget and the state-
mandated 2-percent cap on tax lev-
ies.

Mr. Whitehouse included in his
report that the third project the fa-
cilities committee was discussing
was to consider a reconstruction
project for additional classrooms
within the district to make room for
full-day kindergarten. It was men-
tioned that Potter Architects cur-
rently was working on a proposal
for such a plan in the administrative
portion of the building on Ever-
green Avenue and Cedar Street. It
was noted that it was just a pro-
posal.

Board member Betty Anne Woerner
had concerns regarding the cost of
such a project. Mr. Whitehouse re-
ported that it was just in the proposal
stage and that more information would
be coming after the architects submit
their plan. He added that the district
was one of the 30 percent of New
Jersey districts without full-day kin-
dergarten.

Ms. Saridaki also noted that in-
stituting a full-day kindergarten
does fall within goal number three
of the district plan. This goal has to
do with early childhood initiatives
by maximizing all district resources
for all early childhood learners.
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