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• Hourly or live-in care in your home or residence
• All caregivers are state certified CHHAs
• Hourly caregivers can drive for errands  
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• Every client supported by an RN and Social 
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Homewatch CareGivers Professional Staff 
Raising the bar in homecare every day!

(908) 448-2230
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County Looks to Improve
Ash Brook Course Drainage

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholder Board on Thursday con-
sidered a $1,033,525 contract for
improvements to the Ash Brook Golf
Course.

Armando Sanchez, director of rec-
reational facilities, said the project
includes the renovation of all the bun-
kers on the golf course. He said the
bunkers will be rebuilt to improve
drainage and will include lining them,
“so we will not have any contamina-
tion with the rainwaters coming back
up through the bunkers, which we do
have right now.”

He said, currently, the longevity of
the bunkers is 10 to 15 years. Mr.
Sanchez said the new liners will ex-
tend the life of the bunkers to 20 to 25
years.

“A major problem at Ash Brook is
maintaining and keeping it open dur-
ing major rainstorms,” he said, not-
ing that holes 5, 14 and 16 often flood
as they lie along a swamp. He said a
new type of drainage that will be
constructed is expected to eliminate
much of the standing water on the
fairways. He said this will help the
water to recede after storms, thus,
helping the county to get the course
open faster after rainstorms and mak-
ing it easier to maintain.

Freeholder Chris Hudak reasoned
that the project will increase tee times,
which will help increase revenues at
Ash Brook.

Mr. Sanchez said whereas in the
past heavy rain would shut the course
for a day-and-a-half, with the new
drainage system Ash Brook could be
open within an hour after heavy rain.

County Manager Al Faella noted
the work will be paid for from previ-
ously allocated capital dollars and
that no new funding is being appro-
priated for the project.

On another matter, a $50,000 con-
tract with Community Coordinated

Child Care of Union County out of
Rahway to administer the county’s
child care subsidy program initiative
will be on tonight’s agenda for action
by the board. The contract runs from
May 1 to December 31 of this year.

Frank Guzzo, director of human
services for the county, said the goal
of the program is to make child care
more affordable in Union County. He
said the average cost of child care in
the county is $234 per week and $185
per week for pre-school.

“This means that a single parent
with two children under the age of 5
would need to spend $21,528 annu-
ally on child care. If this parent had a
gross income of $40,000 he or she
would not be eligible for the state’s
New Jersey Care Kids Program,” Mr.
Guzzo told the board. “...So, in es-
sence, what this (the county’s pro-
gram) does, is make that affordable
for those individuals that are just
above that (income) line (for the state
program), but (who) still need the
assistance,” Mr. Guzzo said.

Per a question from Freeholder
Chairman Mohamed Jalloh, Mr.
Guzzo said the funding, $47,000 of
which would go directly to families,
would cover around 40 families.

He said Patricia Mennuti, execu-
tive director of Community Coordi-
nated Child Care, will be available at
tonight’s meeting to answer any ques-
tions from the board.

Freeholder Hudak called the pro-
gram a “wonderful initiative” while
Freeholder Bruce Bergen called it a
“very well-thought-out” program.

A $91,663 contract with All Hands
Fire Equipment of Neptune will be on
tonight’s agenda. The contract is to
provide urban water rescue equip-
ment training through a 2014 Home-
land Security Grant. Andrew Moran,
director of public safety, said 26
firefighters from Elizabeth, Union,
Cranford and Rahway will take part
in the training.
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CF BOE
fall in the enrollment for Kindergar-
ten through grade 5, keeping the
total enrollment at 3,898 students.
Using a study by a demographer that
was commissioned by the district a
few years ago, the board anticipates
a long-term decrease in enrollment.

However, the proposed housing
developments in the town have the
potential to “slam the district,” in the
words of Mr. Carfagno. The budget
has no surplus built into it and all
additional revenue is slated to go
towards paying off bonds. (Cran-
ford has $1.5 million in bonds out-
standing, which is low for a school
district, according to the BOE).

Should developments in town go
through, it could place a heavy bur-
den on the school district and create
the need for additional teaching po-
sitions in a district that is trying to
keep class size down, having re-
cently voted to decrease student
numbers in kindergarten classes to
better meet the PARCC test require-
ments.

LEADER IN CHINA... Hal Narotzky of Westfield reads his copy of The Westfield
Leader  at the Canton Fair - the world’s largest  trade show in Guangzhou, China.
He is there to see the newest trends in promotional products.  Mr. Narotzky is
CEO of Aberson Narotzky & White branded products.

Photo courtesy of Mark LoGrippo
LEADER AT PEARL HARBOR...On a recent family vacation, the LoGrippo
visited Pearl Harbor where they met Herb Weatherwax, a Pearl Harbor survivor
who will be 98 on June 3rd.  After Pearl Harbor, Mr. Weatherwax was reassigned
to the 272nd Infantry Regiment, 69th Division. In early 1945, he entered combat
at the Eifel Forest in Belgium.  From there, his regiment moved inland to join up
with Russian troops at a town called Torgau, which was located on the west bank
off the Elbe River in Germany. Mr. Weatherwax joined the National Park Service
volunteer program in 1996.  He has been active at in the Witness to History
Teleconference Education Program, which allows American school children to
learn about the Pearl Harbor attacks by communicating directly with the
survivors of the attack. To help support or become a member of the Pacific
Historic Parks, visit www. pacifichistoricparks.org.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
TEAM WORK.... Megan Schomp and Ashley Clemente cleanup Nomahegan
Park as part of Cranford’s Rahway River Cleanup Saturday morning at
various locations. Every year volunteers collect a wide variety of trash and
debris that has found its way into the river.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
FESTIVE ATMOSPHERE.... At Cranford's street fair on Sunday, live music
keeps the crowd singing along. Country Western music, Broadway music and
pop entertained attendees throughout the afternoon.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
THEY WILL PUMP YOU UP…The Super SteelFit Championships, a series of
intense qualifying fitness competitions, were held at the Westfield National
Guard Armory on Saturday. Athletes competed in four separate exercises that
utilized varying aspects of fitness. The competition is not strictly strength based,
but also challenges competitors in endurance and body weight mechanics.
Athletes from all over New Jersey, New York, and Pennsylvania competed in four
different workouts, which included box jumps, deadlifts, burpees, running, and
a front squat ladder, that tested various aspects of fitness. The finals will be held
on the beach at Jenkinson’s Boardwalk on Saturday, June 20, with the final
‘Super SteelFitters’ competing for over $9,000 in prize purse.

In other business, the board re-
solved to make renovations to the
Westfield High School’s music room
this summer by placing acoustic ceil-
ing tiles on the ceiling. The board
also voted to accept the following
gifts: $84 from the Westfield Coali-
tion for the Arts to the music depart-
ments of the Jefferson and McKinley
Elementary Schools to purchase 10
cello endpin anchors; $100 from the
Westfield Coalition for the Arts to
pay for a master class fee for the
concert choir; $3,000 from the
Westfield Coalition for The Arts to
Westfield High School for acoustic
ceiling tiles for the band room;
$31,740.30 from the McKinley
School PTO to purchase 30 desktop
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Westfield Bd. of Education
computers with monitors, WiFi net-
work cards, a Hewlett Packard laser
jet printer and a Cisco Access point
with installation.

The board congratulated the fol-
lowing students on their achieve-
ments: Jorge Ledsema who was se-
lected to be a semi-finalist on the
2015 Presidential scholarship pro-
gram and who will be attending
Harvard University in the fall;
Westfield High School student
Alexandra Jackman, who was named
one of 10 recipients of the Hasbro
Community Action Hero award for
making an extraordinary mark on
the world through service. She will
receive a $1,000 educational schol-
arship and a $500 grant to a se-
lected non-profit for the video she
created on autism awareness;
Westfield High School senior
Patrick Aslanian, who signed a let-
ter of intent this week to play boy’s
lacrosse for Georgetown Univer-
sity; Westfield High School social
studies teacher Mary Keller, who
will be the key speaker at the New
Jersey State Bar Foundation’s An-
nual Law Related Education Con-
ference on Friday, May 1.

The following announcements
were made: the Westfield High School
band, in collaboration with the bands
from the Edison and Roosevelt Inter-
mediate Schools, will present their
fourth annual Jazz Night on Friday,
May 1, at 6:30 p.m. in the Westfield
High School court yard. In case of
rain, the event will be hold in cafete-
ria B. For reservations, contact
cvitale@westfieldnjk12.org.

The next board meeting will be
Tuesday, May 5, at 7 p.m., at the
Jefferson School auditorium, where
fifth grade teacher Kareem Thomp-
son will be honored as the winner of
this year’s Westfield Rotary’s
Philhower Fellowship. Student ath-
letes who have achieved statewide
distinctions will also be recognized
at the meeting.
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WF Council
Dylan Cuffaro, Alex Danenhauer,
Owen Proietti, Joseph Puckett, Mark
Serra and Thomas Stavrovich. The
Scouts led the assembly in the Pledge
of Allegiance at the beginning of the
meeting and observed a portion of
the council session.

Finally, the town council approved
the demolition of a single-family
dwelling located at 827 Willow Grove
Road and a single-family dwelling
and detached garage located at 542
Westfield Avenue.

The next town council conference
session open to the public is sched-
uled for Tuesday, May 12, at 7 p.m.,
at the Municipal Building, located at
425 East Broad Street. The confer-
ence session will be immediately fol-
lowed by the council’s regular public
meeting at 7:45 p.m.

and south sides of town was intro-
duced and immediately tabled.

The change will expand the hours
that limit two-hour parking from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. to 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Currently, two-hour parking is
enforced on Anchor Place between
North and Second Avenues, the 200
to 400 blocks of Myrtle, and the
200 to 400 blocks of Willow.

The new regulations would add
the 100 to 300 blocks of Cedar
Street, the 200 to 300 blocks of
Center Street, the 100 to 300 blocks
of East Street, the 100 to 300 blocks
of North Maple Avenue, the 100 to
300 blocks of North Oak Street,
Second and Third Avenues from
the Cranford border to North Maple,
the 100 to 300 blocks of South Oak
Street, the 200 to 300 blocks of
West Street and Winslow Place be-
tween North Avenue and Second
Avenue.

Council members received their
first look at a draft of the ordinance
on March 10, but Mrs. Tarantino,
the parking committee chairwoman,
said residents on the affected streets
were still in the process of being
notified.

She asked that any public discus-
sion and vote on the measure be
delayed until the notification was
complete and residents had an op-
portunity to ask questions or voice
their thoughts.

Also, Council President Bill
Nierstedt alerted the council that
the planning board, of which he is a
member, will receive and hold a
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Garwood Council
public hearing on the “in need of
development” study at its next meet-
ing on Wednesday, May 27. The
study was conducted on the Casale
sheet metal factory property and
the adjoining Petco Plastics prop-
erty on South Avenue.

The meeting will be similar to the
one on March 25, during which the
board declared the largely idled
Garwood Paperboard plant on North
Avenue as a blighted property and
meeting the needs for redevelop-
ment, Mr. Nierstedt said.

Planning Bd. Delays Action
On Cooper Rd. Subdivision

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — The plan-
ning board this week put off final
action on a subdivision application
until it could be furnished with more
detailed information on issues rang-
ing from storm water drainage plans
and the size of the homes to be built
on the new lots to emergency vehicle
access. Board Vice-Chairwoman
Theresa Flood said the additional in-
formation might give “some com-
fort” to neighbors concerned about
the proposed new development.

At a hearing on Monday night that
lasted nearly three-and-a-half hours,
Vincent DeLisi requested several vari-
ances that would allow him to subdi-
vide his 168,000-square-foot prop-
erty at 1230 Cooper Road into three
lots. Mr. DeLisi and his family would
continue to reside in their existing
home on the lot nearest to Cooper
Road while two new lots would be
created behind his rectangular-shaped
property. Each of the three newly-
designated lots would measure be-
tween 55,000 and 57,000 square feet
in size.

To access the homes on the two
rear lots, Mr. DeLisi is faced with two
options: build a public roadway along
the south edge of his property or
construct a common private drive-
way to serve the two new homes. The
first option would lead to a require-
ment that the DeLisi home be razed
and rebuilt elsewhere on the front lot
to conform with local zoning ordi-
nances and requirements since the
new street would be considered a
public roadway. It also would affect
homeowners whose houses face
Ashbrook Drive and whose rear yards
abut the DeLisi property. A new pub-
lic roadway along those neighbors’
backyards could lead to an interpre-
tation that their backyards are actu-
ally second front yards, meaning they
could be subject to a variety of zon-
ing regulations such as placement of
sheds and pools.

Lawrence Woodruff, Mr. DeLisi’s
attorney, told the board that a public
street also would have to be main-
tained by the township as far as
snowplowing and upkeep are con-
cerned while a private driveway
would be maintained solely by the
homeowners.

Thomas Quinn, a professional en-
gineer who drafted plans for the
subdivision, told the board that in
addition to a private driveway along
the southern border of the DeLisi
property, adequate tree buffering
would be included along the drive-
way to shield the Ashbrook Drive
neighbors from the new subdivision.
An attorney representing a neighbor

living on the other side of the DeLisi
property requested that landscape
buffering be included on the north-
ern side as well.

Mr. Quinn also detailed a storm
water management system for the
two new rear properties that will
include underground collection
tanks and some topography modifi-
cations that will steer rain water to-
ward the tanks and, if necessary, to
the new driveway and onward to the
street. The new system would be
maintained by the two new
homeowners, he said.

Several Ashbrook Drive residents
expressed concerns on Monday
about increased storm water run-
ning onto their properties, but Mr.
Quinn reassured them several times
that there would be no increase in
storm water runoff thanks to the new
detention systems to be installed.
Neighbors also expressed their dis-
pleasure at the prospect of having
either a driveway or a public road-
way running along the rear yards,
and several asked why the new road
could not be situated on the other
side of the property. Mr. Quinn said
that from an engineering standpoint,
such an option was not feasible.

Mr. DeLisi briefly addressed his
neighbors, telling them with some
frustration in his voice that his prop-
erty at present is a “situation we
can’t maintain.” Several years ago,
when the planning board approved a
subdivision on the adjacent Eton
Row cul-de-sac, Mr. DeLisi had
asked that the cul-de-sac be extended
into his property so that he could
subdivide it and use Eton Row as a
way to access the two new rear lots.
That request was denied, and Mr.
DeLisi eventually appealed before a
court dismissed his case. “Some-
body is going to develop” his rear
property, Mr. DeLisi told his neigh-
bors at Monday’s hearing. “This is
the least intrusive way to do so.”

As the 11 p.m. hour approached,
board member Robert LaCosta took
note of the various items still “need-
ing to be delved into” — such as the
fire chief’s report on how fire trucks
would be able to access the rear
properties, more information on how
the storm water management plan
will operate, the types of trees to be
used as buffering, how trash and
recycling collection will be handled
and the size of the homes to be built
on the new lots — and recommended
that the board put off a final vote on
approving Mr. DeLisi’s application
until members could further evalu-
ate those matters.

Mayor Kevin Glover agreed, say-
ing it would help to “find common
ground amongst the neighbors.”

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
LOOKING FOR LUNCH.... Crowds enjoy Cranford's street fair on Sunday
near theRaritan Valley Line overpass.


