
OUR 125th YEAR – ISSUE NO. 18-2015 SEVENTY FIVE CENTS (908) 232-4407
press@goleader.comThursday, April 30, 2015USPS 680020

Periodical – Postage Paid at Rahway, N.J.
Published Every Thursday Since September 3, 1890

www.goleader.com

Ad Populos, Non Aditus, Pervenimus

PPPPPAAAAAGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEX
Regional ........ 2-3
Editorial ........ 4-5
Police ............ 20
Community ... 6-8, 19
Obituary ........ 8

Education ...... 9
Sports ............ 11-18
Real Estate .... 11-22
Classifieds ..... 19
A&E .............. 21-22

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Cranford BOE Presents
‘15-16 Budget of $58 Mil.
By THOMAS VAN DUYNE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The board of edu-
cation (BOE) held an extended meet-
ing on Monday night to present the
2015-2016 budget and to open the
floor for public comment and con-
cerns.

The meeting opened with Schools
Superintendent Gayle Carrick rec-
ognizing “the financially challeng-
ing times [that] continue in our na-
tion, in our state, and in our very
community” and saying that was
kept in mind during the crafting of
the budget, as well as continuing to
achieve all educational goals and to
“maintain the qualities that make
Cranford special.” Superintendent
Carrick cited a recent article in The
Washington Post where Cranford
was ranked seventh in New Jersey
and 423 in the U.S. for best high
schools.

The total budget stands at
$58,043,273 which is a 1.70 percent
increase from last year’s revised bud-
get, with $51,962,474 to be raised in
local taxes. The owner of a home
assessed at $181,000 will see an
$88.95 bump in the school portion
of his or her property-tax bill. This is
down from last year’s increase of
$130 per household due in part to a
lack of major improvement projects.
Robert Carfagno, the district’s busi-
ness administrator, said during his
presentation that it would “be easier
to say what isn’t in the budget.”

Board member Camille Widdows
noted that there are no provisions
for the hiring of any new staff or for
the continuing renovation of the sci-
ence classrooms at Cranford High
School.

The largest portion of the budget,
at 85.5 percent, goes towards sala-
ries and benefits of the staff and

administration. Currently, the Cran-
ford school district is the second
highest employer in Union County
behind only the county offices them-
selves. Included in the benefits are
not just health care, but also unem-
ployment insurance, workers com-
pensation insurance, and Social Se-
curity payroll taxes for non-certi-
fied staff members, many of which
are state mandated.

In terms of funding, 88 percent of
the budget comes direct from tax-
payers, 5 percent is from state aid
($2,749,428) and 2 percent is from
federal aid ($1,071,116). An addi-
tional 5 percent comes from tuition
revenue ($3,162,410), which is paid
by students of other districts who
attend Cranford schools because of
the services offered for those with
special needs.

The 5 percent of the budget that is
paid for by state aid is still $1 mil-
lion below its seven-year high dur-
ing the 2009-2010 school year. The
following year, 2010-2011, the state
slashed aid from $3,346,082 to just
$751,837, which resulted in the lay-
off of teachers and the cutting of
many school programs. Mr.
Carfagno noted that those budget
cuts were still hurting the district,
saying, “some things have come
back, some haven’t… we lost $2.6
million in a 24-hour period. To con-
tinue to grow in other areas as a
district some [programs] have not
been able to be brought back.”

Another concern mentioned at the
meeting was the uncertain future of
student population size for the school
district. Currently, the budget is cre-
ated with the projection of a level
student enrollment. There will be an
increase next year in grades 9
through 12, but the district will see a

Garwood Adopts $7.8-Mil. Budget,
OKs Amended Police Contract

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The borough coun-
cil adopted a $7.8-million municipal
budget Tuesday night, voting 5-to-1
to give its formal approval to the
spending plan hammered out over
two special council sessions last
month which will raise taxes on the
average home in town by $85.

Councilman Jim Mathieu was the
lone “no” vote, saying his opposition
this year was unlike previous years
when he thought spending increases

were unnecessary or too large. This
time he objected more to the priori-
ties, highlighting an increase in debt
service and the cost of maintenance
for the new $3.2-million athletic field
complex.

During the special council meet-
ings on March 12 and March 19,
finance committee members pointed
out that much of the budget increase
was due to an $86,000 jump in the
assessment from the Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority and a $37,000
bill to replace the roof on Borough
Hall.

Only one citizen rose to offer an
opinion on the budget, Willow Av-
enue resident Bruce Paterson, who
pleaded with Councilman Louis
Petruzzelli to forgo the $30,000 in
health care insurance benefits he re-
ceives through the borough for him-
self and his family, or voluntarily cap
the benefit at $10,000 or $20,000.

Several members of the council,
including both Republican members,
Mr. Mathieu and Mike Martin, de-
fended Mr. Petruzzelli, saying their
Democratic colleague was eligible
for the benefit and that voters had the
opportunity to express their opinion
in November and chose to re-elect
him.

In other action, the council voted
to amend the contract with the police
officers union that it agreed to at its
last meeting on April 14. After a 20-
minute executive session, the council
approved the contract for three years
instead of four.

The change was required after the
council negotiating committee,
chaired by Councilwoman Ann
Tarantino, understood that the new
contract would eliminate “longev-
ity” bonuses for officers who reach
the five-year milestone. It kept the
bonus for those at 10 years.

Mrs. Tarantino said the committee
understood that two officers who
would reach their five-year marks
within the four-year deal would re-
ceive the bonuses, but that the pay-
ments would be eliminated going
forward. The union apparently dis-
agreed, necessitating the three-year
contract which expires before the two
officers reach their five-year anniver-
saries. Any new agreement would
have to address the issue then.

Also, the long-discussed ordinance
that would expand preferred residen-
tial parking from Anchor Place,
Myrtle Avenue and Willow Avenue
to 10 other streets on both the north

Photo Courtesy of Phil Richardson
HOOT...A Great Horned Owl was being annoyed by a local crow last week in the
backyard at 800 Willow Grove Road in Westfield.

Dominic A. Lagano  for The Westfield Leader
SUCCESSFUL EVENT… Downtown Westfield Corp. (DWC) Executive Direc-
tor Sherry Cronin reviews  the success of the Girls’ Night Out promotion as Town
Administrator Jim Gildea  looks on during DWC’s Board of Directors meeting
Monday night.

Brooks Crandall for The Westfield Leader
LOOKING FOR BARGAINS.... These ladies enjoy the special offers  during the annual Girls’ Night Out shopping and
dining promotion sponsored by the Downtown Westfield Corp., which was held Thursday in the downtown business district.

Council Adopts 2015 Budget;
Discusses Road Maintenance

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD —At its regular pub-
lic meeting Tuesday evening, the
Westfield Town Council adopted the
2015 municipal budget. The budget
includes $409,757 allocated for the
Downtown Westfield Corporation
(DWC), the management entity of
the Special Improvement District
(SID). The SID includes most of the
businesses in the downtown area,
which are assessed a special tax to
partially fund the DWC.

The approved budget is
$42,056,432.87, $26,652,159.69 of
which will be raised from municipal

taxes.
Finance Committee Chairman and

council representative to the DWC,
Sam Della Fera, made some com-
ments on the 2015 budget. “It’s been
a while since our presentation. I’m
happy to hear that the state signed off
on our budget with no real material
comments…I’m very proud of the
budget and I appreciate the help from
everyone from the Finance Commit-
tee, Jim (Gildea, town administrator)
and all the department heads. I think
we’re going to be passing a very
beneficial budget tonight.”

Mr. Della Fera next addressed some
capital improvement projects tied into

the 2015 budget, specifically road
maintenance. “Speaking of budgets,
the Finance Policy Committee, no
sooner do we wrap up the operating
budget, we turned our attention to the
capital improvement budget. Typi-
cally, we do all the capital improve-
ment budgeting in one tranche, if you
will.

“This year, particularly in light of
the severe weather we had over the
winter, we decided to fast-track a
little bit the paving aspects of our
capital improvement budget. We want
to get the trucks out fixing the roads
sooner rather than later.

“So in consultation with all the
council members, with our town pro-
fessionals, the DPW (Department of
Public Works), we looked at roads,
we proposed certain roads and we’re
in the process of developing what
will be the final list,” he stated.

Mr. Della Fera concluded, “We
can’t do all the roads we would like
to; I think it will be somewhat more
than we have in the recent past.”

This year’s budget included
$450,000 in capital improvements, a
large increase compared to recent
years.

Mr. Della Fera also commented on
the DWC budget. “Also, I’m the coun-
cil liaison to the DWC, the Down-
town Westfield Corporation. That
board met (Monday) night…they’re
the governing body of the Special
Improvement District. With this bud-
get, for the fifth or so year in a row,
they have had a flat budget.”

The municipal budget may be
viewed on the town’s website, lo-
cated at westfieldnj.gov/.

In other news, the town council
welcomed Cub Scouts from
Westfield’s Pack 172, Den 7 from
Franklin Elementary School. On hand
were Den Leaders Tom Cuffaro and
Garrick Stavrovich and Cub Scouts
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Photo Courtesy of Sean Conklin via YouTube
FANWOOD FIRE...The garage of the Lukoil gas station on North Avenue in
Fanwood caught fire on Tuesday afternoon. Fire departments from Fanwood,
Scotch Plains, Westfield and Linden responded to battle the blaze. While the
building was destroyed by the fire, no injuries were reported.

BOE Adopts $104 Mil.
Budget, $95-Mil. Tax Levy

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The board of edu-
cation met on Tuesday evening for a
brief meeting to hold a public hear-
ing on the adoption of the final bud-
get of $103,980,943 for the 2015-
2016 school year with taxes of
$94,983,106.

The final operating budget adopted
by the board is $98,682,691 as op-
posed to last year’s adopted amount
of $96,063,072. According to the
BOE budget legal advertisement pub-
lished in The Westfield Leader on
April 23rd, total state revenue is
$3,931,317.

Dana Sullivan, board secretary/
business administrator, said the num-
bers on extraordinary aid are not yet
available. The local tax levy in sup-
port of the operating budget is
$91,781,272. The average home
owner will see a tax increase of $314
school tax rate on the average house-
hold is proposed at $9.246. Last year’s
rate was $8,932.

The debt service in the budget is
$3,447,762 of which $3,201,834 will
be raised in local school taxes in
addition to the $91.8 million for the
operating budget, according to a reso-
lution passed by the board.

Ms. Sullivan said the budget goals
are to maintain programs at a level of
excellence, to maintain current class
sizes, to make technology a priority
and fund the amount recommended
by the committee and to deliver a
responsible budget to taxpayers
within the state’s adjusted cap and to
uphold the district’s track record of
efficient spending.

The key elements of the budget,
Ms. Sullivan said, were to continue
support for academics, athletics and
fine arts, to strengthen the district’s
commitment to technology, to main-
tain quality programs at all levels, to
reduce the reliance on fund balance
as a revenue source and to maintain
the tax levy increase within state
guidelines.


