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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Contagious hitting emerged in
the bottom of the sixth inning
that catapulted the Cranford High
School softball team past the
Elizabeth Lady Minutemen en
route to a 9-5 victory at Adams
Field in Cranford on April 17. The
3-3 Cougars sent 12 batters to
the plate and scored seven runs
in that decisive inning to over-
come a 4-2 deficit.

The leading contagions for the
Cougars were leadoff hitter Mor-
gan Ferretti, cleanup hitter Julia

Palozzola and 5-spot hitter Vienna
Stivala, who each rapped three
hits. Ferretti also scored twice
and had an RBI.

“I just wait for my pitch. I don’t
let the pitcher or anyone else on
the field influence me until it’s
my pitch that I can hit,” Ferretti
said.

Palozzola had two RBI and
scored once, while Stivala crossed
the plate once.

“I go up to bat every time to

wait for my pitch. I love an out-
side pitch, so I just go with it,”
Palazzola explained.

Alex Pachkowski (2-for-3, walk)
led off that sixth inning with a
single to left then Jen Shore
reached first on a force out.
Ferretti lined a single to leftfield
then Tessa Ferentinos drew a
free pass to load the bases. After
Candice Durant sizzled a two-run
single to right-center the conta-
giousness really began to spread.
Palozzola followed with a two-
run single to center. Stivala
singled past third then Palozzola
scored on a throwing error, while
Stivala scooted to second. Taylor
Reitzel’s slow grounder to third
confused the Minutemen’s infield

and everyone was safe. After a
passed ball and a wild pitch, the
sixth and seventh Cougars
danced across the plate, making
the score, 9-4.

“It was contagious. Candice hit
two RBI and everyone just came
together as a team, which is
what we have been talking about
lately and it came together to-
day,” Palozzola said.

“We’ve been working a lot on
hitting. We have been waiting a
little too long to hit the ball, but
once we start hitting, it becomes
contagious. And the girls are not
just working on hitting and field-
ing but working on staying posi-
tive even when things are not
going our way, continuing to try
to change our momentum,” Cou-
gar Head Coach Heather
Bormann said.

Cougar starting pitcher Theresa
Wetherall was rolling along quite
well, striking out the side in the
first inning and striking out two
more in the scoreless second,
but after she struck out another
Minuteman to start the third, a
two-strike bunt single by Desire
Roman caught the infield a bit
out of sync. Another bunt single
by Mya Ortega followed then
Brielle Riotte slashed an RBI
single past first base. Kristina
Calixto tapped an RBI single then
Riotte scored on an error to give
Elizabeth a 3-0 lead.

“I think we weren’t ready for
that considering that they were
not hitting the ball in the begin-
ning. But we just had to relax,
cool ourselves down and make
the plays,” Ferretti said.

FERRETTI, PALOZZOLA, STIVALA SMACK 3 HITS EACH; PACHKOWSKI PUNCHES 2 SINGLES

Cougars Pounce in 6th, Halt Minutemen in Softball, 9-5
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