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Devil Girls Win 4x8, Raider Boys 4x1 at Devil Track
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VELEZ, ELLIOTT 4 RBI EACH; RINALDI 3 HITS, 3 RUNS

Blue Devils Blast Hilltoppers
Early in 13-7 Softball Victory

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Right out of the shoot, the Westfield
High School softball team got its
offense zooming with three runs in
the first inning and five runs in the
second en route to a 13-7 victory over
the Summit Hilltoppers in Westfield
on April 14. Every Blue Devil in the
starting lineup accounted for, at least,
one hit in the 17-hit assault.

Westfield had a 10-run lead enter-
ing the top of the fifth inning and
were on the verge of shortening the
game via 10-run rule, but the
Hilltoppers scored once and the Blue
Devils had the top of their order step-
ping to the plate in the bottom of the
inning but failed to close the door.
The Hilltoppers then went on to add
three more runs in the sixth forcing
the door to open wider.

“On our end, we started off the
game really well. We were executing
with runners in scoring position. We
were hitting the ball hard. We were
making our plays defensively. Then
we kind of lost a little bit of focus,

combined with Summit really turn-
ing on another notch, going up a
gear,” Blue Devil Head Coach Caitlin
MacDonald said. “They won the last
two innings deservedly so. We need
to do a better job of stopping it. We
needed one run to 10-run them in the
fifth inning and we couldn’t get it
then they padded their score. We
didn’t stop the bleeding when we
needed to. That being said, they put
the ball in play and made things hap-
pen.”

Nearly the entire Blue Devil lineup
was making solid contact and three
of their hitters went 3-for-4, begin-
ning with Devyn Tibbals, who tapped
three singles and scored twice.
Danielle Rinaldi, who scored three
times, whacked a double and a pair of
singles. Cera Montez doubled, singled
twice and scored twice. Pitcher Elena
Elliott (run scored), doubled, singled
and had four RBI as did Sam Velez,
who went 2-for-4 with two runs
scored. Jordan Sacher doubled,
scored once and had three RBI. Alyssa
Meek and Shelby Estevez each had

an RBI, a single and scored once.
“I am happy with the way we hit the

ball pretty squarely, but again those
last two innings when I guess the
pressure is on a little bit more because
you do need a run to end the game, we
didn’t execute as well as we could
have,” Coach MacDonald said.

The Hilltoppers rapped 11 of their
15 hits in the fourth, fifth and sixth
innings. Casey Nardino (RBI)
doubled, singled twice and scored
once. Emani Miles drilled an RBI
double and an RBI single, while Tay-
lor Thompson tapped three singles,
scored once and added an RBI.
Tabitha Hickson singled twice and
scored once.

Defensively, the Blue Devils were
on in their game but did make it
interesting a few times after calls of
“Strike Three”.

“We made some good defensive
plays. We have to be a little bit more
heads up like we had three strikeouts
and dropped third strike. It took a
second or two to stop the runs down
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KNIGHT 3-FOR-4, 3 RBI; GENOVA SCATTERS 4 HITS

Cougars Dump Dayton, 12-2,
For Fourth Straight Victory

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Cranford High School baseball is
back. Perhaps they never really left but
the Cougars that stood wobbly at 2-2-
1 following an 8-3 home loss to Scotch
Plains-Fanwood just two weeks ago is
now sitting pretty at 6-2-1 after a 12-2
drubbing of Dayton on April 16 in
Cranford. Patrick Knight went 3-for-4
with three RBI and pitcher Vince
Genova took care of the rest scattering
four hits and allowing two unearned

runs during his time on the hill.
“It all starts on the mound,” said

Cranford Head Coach Dennis
McCaffrey. “Vince did a great job of
throwing strikes today. He kept their
batters off balance. We were solid in
all three phases of the game today and
that is a pretty good team over there in
Dayton.”

Genova, a sophomore, had an un-
usual outing in that he struck out the
first two batters of the game and ap-
peared to be on course for a dominat-

ing performance. But after getting
the first two Bulldogs to go down
swinging, Genova would not strike
out a single batter the rest of the way.
Genova demonstrated great control
though by not issuing a single walk,
other than hitting one batter in the top
of the fourth inning.

“Well, I can’t say that I had my best
stuff today,” said Genova. “I was re-
ally struggling with my inside fastball
most of the day. They actually began

myself. I had to keep it going,” said
Morrison, who handed off the baton
to Natalie Marcotullio, who kept the
Blue Devils ahead of Kent Place by a
step when she handed off the baton to
Schaeffer.

“I knew it was going to come down
to a close race between us and Kent
Place and I knew I had to get Brooke
in good position, so she could beat the

other girl. I got the baton off to Brooke,
so she could get the best lead that she
could,” Marcotullio said.

Just after the handoff, the Kent
Place runner jumped to a slight lead
and Schaeffer drafted her the remain-
der of the way until the final turn
when she decided to turn on the burn-
ers and bring it home in 9:41.42 for
Westfield.

“I was put in a very good position
right next to Kent Place and I tailed
the Kent Place girl all the way until
about to the last 100. Then I heard my
teammates screaming, so I knew I
had to go,” Schaeffer explained. “I
feel ecstatic, especially since we are
going to Penn [Relays] on Thursday.
We feel good!”
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More photos at goleader Ballyhoo Sports
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

4x100 METER CHAMPIONS...Pictured, left to right, are: Emendo Thomas, Merlin Edmond, Ray Walker and Kobe White,
who won the 4x100 meters at the Blue Devil Classic Relays at Kehler Stadium in Westfield on April 18.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FIRST RUN OF THE GAME...Hilltopper Kayla Hoesley slides home as Blue Devil catcher Sam Velez grabs the ball for the
first run of the game in the first inning at Westfield on April 14. The Blue Devils defeated Summit, 13-7.


