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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

An Unusually Slow Start
Could Mean a Hot Finish

Year-in and year-out, two of the
best spring sports at WHS are base-
ball and softball. They’ve both come
close to winning the ultimate game,
but neither has yet grabbed the brass
ring.

The baseball team lost twice in the
state finals – in 2011 (Manalapan)
and 2013 (Eastern). They also lost in
the state semifinals in 1988. The soft-
ball team came up short in four state
finals – 1974 (Lenape), 1978
(Woodbridge), 1985 (Washington
Township) and 1988 (Cherokee). The
softballers also reached the state semi-
finals in 1976, 1979, 1986, 1990 and
2004 but fell one game short of the
title game.

Now as April gets ready to turn into
May, the month the state tournament
begins, it’s not looking like another
visit to the state finals is in the plans
for either team – especially the base-
ball team, which got off to a 1-7 start,
the worst in coach Bob Brewster’s 33
years. (After two wins last weekend,
the 2015 Blue Devils are now 3-7.)
The worst previous start for a Brewster
team was 1-5 in 1987, and that team
finished 21-9-1 and won the Union
County Tournament.

WHS also got off to 0-6 starts in
1937 and 1941, and was 0-6-1 in
1947. The ’41 team finished 2-12
while the ’47 squad finished 3-10-1.
And that 1937 squad had talented
veteran players like SS Mount
Howarth, 1B Marty Burke, 2B Ben
Hargrave, C George Hess, and pitch-
ers Al Pfeiffer and Charlie Miller. But
its season ended following a 20-4
loss to Columbia on May 4. Three
days later The Leader reported that
the remainder of the season had been
canceled “because of a lack of a play-
ing field.” The school board had pur-
chased land at Recreation Field (now
Kehler Stadium), but “poor weather
had delayed attempts to improve the
grounds.”

To this day that 1937 season re-
mains a mystery … much like the
current squad has been through the
early days. The team returned nine
lettermen from last year’s 20-4 var-
sity squad that won the UCT – al-
though only infielder Dan DoCampo
and pitcher Jack Bunting were start-
ers. There were players added from
the 16-4 jayvees, which won the
county J.V. title, and the 13-2 fresh-
man team. The 2013 season records
were 19-12 varsity (sectional title),
20-3 jayvees (UCT champs) and 15-
3 freshmen.

So, the past two years have seen a
combined 103-28 record on all three
levels. The players and coaches obvi-
ously know how to win. Since taking
over the program in 1983, Brewster
has only had three losing records –
11-14 in 1985, 9-15 in 1990, and 9-
14 in 2000.

Is it too late to salvage the 2015
season? Hardly, although a nice six-
or 10-game win streak would be nice.
The salvage job started last weekend
with those W’s over J.F. Kennedy and
Scotch Plains. It’s not like all the
losses haven’t been winnable, which
makes them tougher to deal with. It
started with a 6-4 loss at Scotch Plains,
which scored all six runs (four un-
earned) in the bottom of the first. The
losses continued against Cranford, 7-
5, Berkeley Heights, 4-1, Elizabeth,
7-4, Bridgewater-Raritan, 7-6, and

Senior Jack Bunting has won two games
for the baseball team.

Clark, 8-4, which scored twice in the
sixth and four times in the seventh.

The 62nd Union County Tourna-
ment opens today with three prelimi-
nary-round games. The Brew Crew
earned a No. 6 seed and will host New
Providence on Saturday morning at
11. WHS has won the UCT a record
14 times, including 10 under Brewster.

The craziest thing is, this team will
be a scary opponent for any team in
North 2 Group 4. Can the Brew Crew
win another sectional title and reach
the state Group 4 final for the third
time in four years? While it may not
appear likely right now, it also would
not be that big of a surprise. And it
would make the April frustrations
feel like nothing but a bad dream –
like 1937.

   * * *
The softball team figured to be in a

rebuilding mode this spring, so their
4-4 record is no surprise. When gradu-
ation takes players like Elena Scarano
(p), Liz Fox (c-1b), Shannon Schaefer
(1b-3b), Julie Criscuolo (2b), Cali
Chambliss (ss), Becca Kauffman (lf-
rf) and Chrissy Ferraro (cf), there’s
going to be holes to fill. Scarano was
the 2013 UC Player of the Year, and
Ferraro won the award last year. And
it easily could’ve gone to Criscuolo
or Chambliss or Schaefer either year.
Scarano, Schaefer, Criscuolo,
Chambliss and Ferraro were all four-
year regulars.

“Next year I’m going to have to
start coaching,” coach Caitlin
MacDonald had joked last June when
asked about her team’s huge gradua-
tion losses.

So far, the rebuild has been about
true to form, with wins over Eliza-

beth, Cranford, Summit and Linden,
and losses to Berkeley Heights, Clark,
Bridgewater and Mahwah.

Senior C Sam Velez (.440), senior
1B Bobbi Snyder (.500), sophomore
SS Danielle Rinaldi (.464) and junior
OF Hailey Reilly (.368) have been
the main bats on offense, while junior
LF Elena Elliott and sophomore 3B
Shannon Devitt have split the pitch-
ing. Senior Shelby Estevez (.345)
handles left or third, depending on
who’s in the circle.

“Things are going well,”
MacDonald said. “We have a lot of
work to do, but we’ll get there.”

WHO WAS THAT COACH?
The WHS girls lacrosse team faced

off against a familiar foe last Satur-
day, even if they didn’t know it. Un-
beaten Moorestown is coached by
Deanna Knobloch, the wife of assis-
tant coach K.C. Knobloch (’78), a
WHS football and baseball standout.
The Quakers, who have won 86
matches in a row, defeated the Blue
Devils 17-8.

  TENNIS TOURNEYS
The 18th Westfield Invitational ten-

nis tournament will be held this week-
end at the Westfield Tennis Club. WHS
has won the tournament eight times,
including the last two years. The event
was rained out in 2001.

The opening-round matchups at 11
a.m. are Westfield vs. Summit and
Scotch Plains vs. Moorestown. Fi-
nals and consolations are at 2 p.m. A
very interesting 11 a.m. matchup will
see Jeff Rogers of SP-F against Ryan
Dickerson of Moorestown.

  KEEPING UP WITH …
Shannon Schaefer (’14) is having a

solid freshman softball season with a
solid Alfred (N.Y.) Saxons. Schaefer
has split time between pitching and
the outfield. She is hitting .333, with
two doubles and a home run, and also
has a 4-0 pitching record with 25 K’s
in 27 1/3 innings and a team-best 1.79
ERA. The team took a 16-game win
streak and a 22-2 record into last
weekend. She is the daughter of Bruce
and Cindy Schaefer. Bruce was a
longtime successful swim coach at
the Westfield “Y”, and Cindy was the
girls swim coach at WHS in 1992.

Chris Aslanian (’14) is doing a
prep year at the Hun School after
scoring 32 goals and 34 assists as the
WHS boys lacrosse team won the
state Group 4 title. He had a goal and
five assists recently when Hun won
the Battle of Route 206 by beating the
Lawrenceville School, 18-9, for the
first time in more than 15 years.
Aslanian will be attending Hobart
College in Geneva, N.Y. His father
Chris (’85) was co-captain of the 1985
WHS lacrosse team, scoring 50 goals
for the state finalist. Younger brother
Pat is a high-scoring attack on the
current Blue Devils.

  NEWMAN UPDATE
As of noon Monday, the fund-rais-

ing drive for cancer-stricken former
WHS footballer Scott Newman (’08)
had reached $91,709 and 1,020 con-
tributors during the first 18 days. All
Devil’s Den readers are asked to go to
www.gofundme.com/scottnewman
and give what you can. The family's
current goal is $95,000, but let’s go
for $100,000.

BIRTHDAY BOYS
Glen Kehler and Jimmy Reid were

a potent 1-2 punch during their run-
ning back heyday on the ’73 and ’74
WHS football teams. And they also
shared something else – a birthday,
which yesterday saw them celebrate
their 58th.

IN PASSING
Sandy Grady, one of the best sports

writers and political columnists in
newspaper history – mainly at the
Philadelphia Bulletin and Daily News
– passed away on April 14 at age 87.

Percy Sledge, whose soul classic
“When a Man Loves a Woman”
topped the charts in 1966, passed
away on April 14 at age 74.

TIVENAN 3 RBI, BARMAKIAN 3 HITS, PANSINI 3 RUNS

Blue Devils Stun SPF, 13-7,
In Baseball Border Skirmish

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

It has been a tough baseball season
so far for Westfield, but the Blue
Devils got to take out a bit of their
early season frustration on local rival
Scotch Plains-Fanwood with a 13-7
win at Bob Brewster, Sr. Memorial
Field in Westfield on April 18. The
Blue Devils churned out 12 hits
against Raider pitching and Mike
Tivenan had a pair of hits and three
RBI to pace the attack.

“We’ve been in every game this
season except for one,” said Westfield
Head Coach Bob Brewster. “The little
things have prevented us from win-
ning so far. Sometimes it may be not
turning a double play or failing to
move a runner over into scoring posi-
tion. Right now we are hitting the ball
better, which makes up for a lot of
those shortcomings.”

The win over the Raiders definitely
qualifies as Westfield’s best win of
the season. The Raiders came into
Saturday’s contest with an 8-1 record
and were considered one of the finest
teams in the county. In an early sea-
son match-up, the Raiders defeated
Westfield, 6-4.

Westfield got after Raider starter
Jack Defouw early, scoring three runs
in the bottom of the first inning.
Defouw settled down after that and
pitched two scoreless innings, allow-
ing the Raiders to get back into the
game and take the lead.

The Raiders tied the game with
three runs in the top of the third. Zach
Lipshitz rapped an RBI single into
left field. Lipshitz would score mo-
ments later when Matt Marino yanked
a two-run single to leftfield.

In the fourth, Raider Chris Gibbons
was hit by a pitch and scored the go
ahead run on an RBI single by J.T.
Beirne. The Raiders pushed across an-
other run when Lipshitz beat out a
grounder to short that scored Alex Eckert
from third. Eckert had earlier singled.

Leading 5-3 with one out and the bases
loaded, the Raiders had a chance to do
some real damage. But Westfield start-
ing pitcher Jack Bunting bore down
and got Christian Isolda to hit into a 6-
4-3 double play to end the threat.

It was not a sterling performance
from Bunting but it certainly was
gutty. Bunting pitched six innings,
scattering nine hits and striking out
three, while allowing five earned runs.

“Jack was going on three days rest,”
said Brewster. “We did that due to the
county tournament schedule so that
we could give him a full week of rest
heading into that start.”

The Raiders reached Bunting for
multiple hits throughout the game
but it was his ability to stop the bleed-
ing in the top of the fourth that turned
the game in Westfield’s favor.

“Scotch Plains is a lot better hitting
team this year than they were last
year,” said Bunting. “They hit the ball
as well as any team we face on our
schedule, so I knew it was not going
to be easy to get them out. I got a lot
of help from my defense. The double
play was huge.”

Indeed despite giving up the lead,
Westfield seemed to build strength
for having prevented a backbreaking
rally. the Raiders meanwhile suffered
an uncharacteristic meltdown in the
field in the bottom of the fourth that
would decide the game.

Westfield erupted for eight runs,
doing so while managing just three
hits in the inning. The Raiders sud-
denly became very generous by of-
fering up a defensive performance
that included issuing three walks,
committing two errors and failing to
get the force outs on lead runners
rather than going for the sure outs at
first base on a pair of ground balls.

Westfield took full advantage of all
the Raider gifts and got the timely
hits needed to convert them into runs.
Dan DoCampo (2 hits) drilled an RBI
single to center and later worked out

a walk for his second RBI of the
inning. Colin Dursee had an RBI on a
sacrifice and Tivenen plated two runs
with a line drive single to left. Per-
haps the biggest break came with one
out and the bases full. Raider
centerfielder Gibbons dropped Alex
Pancini’s fly ball that allowed a run to
score which knotted the game at 5-5.
By the inning’s end, Westfield had
built an 11-5 lead.

“Our guys completely lost their
confidence in that fourth inning,” said
Raider Head Coach Joe Higgins.
“That was the difference today. We’ve
been making the plays necessary to
win ball games all year, but today we
just did not do that and they know it.
We talked about it after the game and
they understand. I have full faith that
this is the kind of team that will get
back to practice and turn it around
next time they hit the field.”

Westfield added a couple of insur-
ance runs in the fifth. Pansini, who
scored three times, pounded a leadoff
triple into the left-centerfield gap then
later scored on Steve Barmakian’s
single. Tivenan, later, got his third RBI
with a single to leftfield, giving the
Blue Devils a commanding 13-5 lead.

The win improved Westfield’s
record to 3-7 while the Raiders, who
committed four errors during the
game, fell to 8-2. Barmakian finished
with three hits, Mike Friel doubled,
singled, scored twice and had two
RBI, and Chris Rinaldi scored twice,
singled and added an RBI.

“Westfield is a much better team
their record indicates,” said Higgins.
“We knew that coming into the game.
They got good pitching today. This is
a wake up call for us.”
Sc Pl-Fanwood 003 200 2 7
Westfield 300 820 x 13

Luxury Rentals for Adults 55+

The Club at Autumn Ridge offers remarkable 55+ living in Union Township. 

Experience total luxury in an elegantly appointed 1- or 2-bedroom apartment. 

Enjoy full-time access to the community clubhouse with its heated pool, 

fitness center and cyber-library, plus an Activities Director who puts the focus 

on fun. It’s all yours for the taking along with one month’s rent free.

* One month rent-free offer valid on new leases signed through Apr. 30, 2015 on select apartments. 

Call 866.379.4541 for hours and directions
ClubAtAutumnRidge.com

1200 Ridge Drive, Union Township, NJ 07083

ONE MONTH’S 
RENT FREE!*

WF’s AJ Murray Stars
In Georgia Tech Win
Westfield High School graduate

AJ Murray, a senior catcher on the
Georgia Tech baseball team whacked
an RBI double to spark a three-run
fourth inning to help the Yellow Jack-
ets defeat the University of Virginia,
4-3, in Atlanta on April 12.

Doug Dancz from Peachtree City,
Ga., who happens to be the brother-
in-law of Sports Editor/Assistant
Publisher David Corbin of The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times, spoke to AJ
before the game.

According to Dancz, who told AJ
that Dave Corbin sent him, that AJ
immediately said “The Leader!” and
that he’s known Dave Corbin for a
long time.

Murray was catching and batting
cleanup in the game. In that fourth
inning, Murray doubled down the
third base line then scored on a single.
According to Mr. Dancz there were
many good defensive plays by both
teams and no errors in the game. As
of that date, Murray has led the Yel-
low Jackets with seven home runs.
U. of Virginia 000 000 120 3
Georgia Tech 000 310 00x 4

Blue Devil Boys Halt
W. Morris Laxers, 8-4
The ninth-ranked Westfield High

School boys lacrosse team, after an
offensively silent first quarter, netted
six goals in the second quarter and
cruised on to grab an 8-4 victory over
hosting West Morris on April 14.
Blue Devil goalkeeper Toby
Burgdorff made 11 saves.

Jake Wornow put in three goals,
while Luke Prybylski and Kyle
Rittendale each scored twice and Nick
Mueller scored once. Pat Aslanian
had four assists and James Bohlinger
added one assist. Kyle Skurchak and
Cooper Sloan each had two goals for
West Morris.
Westfield 0 6 1 1 8
West Morris 0 1 1 2 4

W. Essex Girls Sting
Blue Devil Laxers, 7-6
The Westfield Essex scored a pair of

goals in the second half to overcome a
6-5, halftime deficit to sting No. 14
Westfield, 7-6, at West Essex High
School on April 14. Bunny James
scored five goals for West Essex, while
Shannon Bertscha scored two goals
and added three assists.

Hannah Liddy led the Blue Devils
with two goals and two assists and
Sam Paoletti had a goal and an assist.
Lauren D’Amico, Gwyn Devin and
Hallie Rosenburgh each scored a goal.

Westfield 6 0 6
West Essex 5 2 7

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

This gracious 1929 custom built brick Georgian Center Hall Colonial is
situated on over half an acre in the village of Fanwood close to town,
schools and NYC transportation. Attention to every detail is evident in
this meticulously restored and maintained home.

© 2015 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

WESTFIELD EAST OFFICE   209 CENTRAL AVENUE   908-233-5555

Susan M. Checchio
Sales Associate

Direct Line: 908-301-2014
Cell/Text: 908-370-7900

Email: suechecchio@gmail.com
www.suechecchio.com

195 Midway Avenue, Fanwood Offered for $650,000

Move right in to this pristine, spacious and updated four bedroom, three
bath home that boasts of pride of ownership.  Conveniently located near
schools, town and NYC transportation, this wonderful property is ready
to call home.

112 East Grove Street, Westfield Offered for $479,000

Trifecta! Old World Charm. Updates. Prime Location. A true Westfield
beauty, this grand one of a kind turn-of-the-century home is set in a prime
location just blocks to NYC transportation and award-winning downtown.

657 Boulevard, Westfield Offered for $1,350,000

SHOPPING STARTS IN THE PAGES OF THIS NEWSPAPER

He knows

where to go

to get the

The Westfield Leader
The Scotch Plains – Fanwood 

TIMES

908-232-4407    sales@goleader.com

BEST
RESULTS

In shopping, as in fishing, the secret to success

lies largely in knowing WHERE to go to get

the best results. The experienced angler

“picks his spots” carefully on the basis of

the best advance information he can

get. The experienced shopper does the

same thing. Scans the ads in this paper to

find out exactly who’s got what for sale and for

how much … uses the advertising columns as the

tried-and-trusted guide to the best “buys” in town.

Thus this paper renders a double service … valuable

alike to the shopper who wants to buy wisely and

to the advertiser who wants to sell well!


