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COUGAR GIRLS WIN S.P, BLUE DEVIL BOYS 2ND JAVELIN

Devil Girls Win 4x8, Raider
Boys 4x1 at Blue Devil Classic

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Blue Devil Brooke Schaeffer pow-
ered out a strong kick in the final 100
meters to give the Westfield High
School girls a first place finish in the
4x800 relay at the Blue Devil Classic
Relays at Gary Kehler Stadium in
Westfield on April 18. The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Raider boys took top

honors in the 4x100 relay and the
Cranford Cougar girls got a first in
the shot put.

Blue Devil Julia Myers led off the
4x800 and handed off the baton to
Kelly Morrison, who kicked out to a
decent lead after her second lap.

“I think we are all proud of our
performance, especially of Brooke,
who was the anchor,” Myers said. “It

was a pretty fast start. I was on the
California start, so it was hard to get
around. I knew it was going to be
tough competition today. It was re-
ally hot, so it was definitely a chal-
lenge.”

“It felt good the first lap and felt
good getting around people like Kent
Place then on the second lap, I was by

HERBSTER FANS 9; RINALDI 2 HITS, SCORES TWICE

ALJ Crusaders Capitalize,
Topple Blue Devil Nine, 8-2

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Four unearned runs overshadowed
a fine performance from Blue Devil
starting pitcher Ben Herbster and
opened the flood gates to allow the
A.L. Johnson High School baseball
team to overwhelm Westfield, 8-2, at
Bob Brewster, Sr. Field in Westfield
on April 16. After a pitching change
late in the sixth inning, the Crusaders
tagged the Blue Devil relievers for
four insurance runs in the seventh
inning.

In his five and one third innings on
the mound, Herbster spread four hits
and five walks but struck out nine
Crusaders and yielded no earned runs.

“I felt well at some points. Other
points I knew I struggled with the
walks throughout the whole game. I
felt good coming out of my hand. I

felt like I had a good fastball, curveball
combination along with the changeup
together. We just need to start making
plays in the field and get it all to-
gether,” Herbster said.

Herbster’s mix of pitches did cause
a couple of Crusaders to wobble while
the umpire called “Strike Three”.

“My changeup has been a pitch
that I haven’t had 100 percent confi-
dence in, but I definitely felt like I
had it today,” Herbster said.

The Crusaders finished with seven
hits and Trevor McSorter led the squad
with three singles, while adding an
RBI and a run scored. Steve Weisensee
doubled and scored once. Jason
Brougham singled and scored twice
as did Danny O’Donnell, who also

had an RBI. Mitchell Becker had two
RBI and scored once.

The Blue Devils came up with just
five hits and Chris Rinaldi had two of
them, scoring both times with the
help of a pair of stolen bases. Steve
Barmakian and Mike Tivenan both
tapped an RBI single and Alex Pansini
rapped a double.

“Hitting has been there on and off.
We are very close to putting every-
thing together,” Herbster said.

Herbster also recorded a pair of
pickoffs at first base. The first came
in the top of the first inning just after
catcher Devin Anderson gunned
down a runner attempting to steal
second. Herbster spotted Brougham
hedging a little toward second then
fired to first baseman Tivenan to nail
him for the third out as he came

FERRETTI, PALOZZOLA, STIVALA SMACK 3 HITS EACH

Cougars Pounce in 6th, Halt
Minutemen in Softball, 9-5

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Contagious hitting emerged in the
bottom of the sixth inning that cata-
pulted the Cranford High School soft-
ball team past the Elizabeth Lady
Minutemen en route to a 9-5 victory
at Adams Field in Cranford on April
17. The 3-3 Cougars sent 12 batters to
the plate and scored seven runs in that
decisive inning to overcome a 4-2
deficit.

The leading contagions for the
Cougars were leadoff hitter Morgan
Ferretti, cleanup hitter Julia Palozzola
and 5-spot hitter Vienna Stivala, who
each rapped three hits. Ferretti also
scored twice and had an RBI.

“I just wait for my pitch. I don’t let
the pitcher or anyone else on the field
influence me until it’s my pitch that I
can hit,” Ferretti said.

Palozzola had two RBI and scored
once, while Stivala crossed the plate
once.

“I go up to bat every time to wait for
my pitch. I love an outside pitch, so I
just go with it,” Palozzola explained.

Alex Pachkowski (2-for-3, walk)
led off that sixth inning with a single
to left then Jen Shore reached first on
a force out. Ferretti lined a single to
leftfield then Tessa Ferentinos drew a
free pass to load the bases. After
Candice Durant sizzled a two-run
single to right-center the contagious-

ness really began to spread. Palozzola
followed with a two-run single to
center. Stivala singled past third then
Palozzola scored on a throwing error,
while Stivala scooted to second. Tay-
lor Reitzel’s slow grounder to third
confused the Minutemen’s infield and
everyone was safe. After a passed ball
and a wild pitch, the sixth and seventh
Cougars danced across the plate,
making the score, 9-4.

“It was contagious. Candice hit two
RBI and everyone just came together
as a team, which is what we have been
talking about lately and it came to-
gether today,” Palozzola said.

“We’ve been working a lot on hit-
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING THE FORCE OUT AT HOME...Cougar catcher Morgan Ferretti makes the catch to get the force out on Lady
Minuteman Kristina Calixto, No. 16, in the seventh inning at Cranford on April 17. The Cougars won, 9-5.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCORING THE FIRST RUN...Chris Rinaldi slides home safely to score the Blue Devils’ first run in the second inning as
Crusader catcher Danny O’Donnell awaits the throw. The Crusaders defeated the Blue Devils, 8-2, in Westfield.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BEGINNING THE FINAL LEG...Blue Devil Natalie Marcotullio, right, hands the baton to Brooke Schaeffer to begin the
final leg of the 4x800 relay. Scheaffer’s strong kick in the final 100 meters gave the Blue Devils the big victory.Probitas Verus Honos
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