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FAMOUS FACES...George Weiss, left, and his late wife, Betty, are pictured
during the 1960s with comedian Henny Youngman, second from left, and singer
Dennis Day, whom they met while out to dinner. In Fanwood, Mr. Weiss can be
considered a “celebrity” himself, for his pivotal role in Fanwood Community
Television programming and as a familiar face around the borough for
decades.

Photo Courtesy of Tom Kranz
ENJOYING LIFE...George Weiss is
pictured relaxing last month in his
apartment at The Chelsea.

Enjoying Fifth Retirement,
George Weiss Looks Back

FANWOOD — In the annals of
lives well-lived, George Weiss will
surely have his own Hall of Fame.
Sitting in his comfortable chair in his
apartment at The Chelsea at Fanwood
assisted living residence, Mr. Weiss
still gets agitated talking about ad-
vertisements that violate the rules of
graphic design.

“All caps is no good,” he said with
conviction. “Upper and lowercase is
easier to read.”

And so it continues for Mr. Weiss,
who made a living for decades de-
signing, writing and printing ads for
newspapers, circulars and magazines,
then teaching others how to do it in
seminars that took him to 48 of the 50
states. From the days of using hot
lead to create type to modern day
digital graphic design and video, he
has lived through almost the entire
evolution of communications media.

“I’ve written two books,” he said
while thumbing through one.

At 87, Mr. Weiss remembers with
remarkable clarity every turn of his
life, from his youth playing the tuba
at Plainfield High School to his 20-
plus years as Fanwood’s chief
videographer, editor and television
producer, the job he last retired from
in 2014. A self-taught graphic de-
signer, Mr. Weiss learned his craft in
the 1950s at a Newark printing com-
pany that did grocery store circulars.
He later got a job at the West Essex
Tribune in Livingston, where he was
advertising director for 21 years. He
then left for a bigger job in New York
City with Metro Associated Services,
a company that provided all kinds of
services for newspapers including hot
lead typesetting, advertising and
graphic design.

Along the way, he had several
brushes with the celebrities of the
time.

“When I played the tuba as a very
young man, I did four recording ses-
sions with Paul Whiteman through
the musicians’ union,” he recalled.
“At the time, it was just a union job.
Later, I tried to find the records, but I
never did.”

One night in the 1960s, while out to
dinner in Hackettstown with his late
wife, Betty, he met comedian Henny
Youngman and singer Dennis Day.

“They were in New Jersey doing
grand openings and ribbon-cuttings
for a hundred dollars each,” said Mr.
Weiss. “Dennis Day was doing a show
at the Paper Mill Playhouse in Millburn
and he and I became friends.”

Through that friendship, he met
Mr. Day’s sister-in-law, actress Ann
Blyth, whom he accompanied to an

event in Beverly Hills during one of
his business trips.

“I called my wife and asked her if
it was okay,” he recalled.

His wife, Betty, died 30 years ago
at the age of 58 of kidney failure.

He and his friend, Joe Nagy, were
approached in the early ’90s about
running Fanwood’s new community
television station to be established by
Suburban Cable, the only cable pro-
vider at the time.

“We had help from Bob Merkel of
Scotch Plains TV, who taught us how
to use a camera and other things,”
said Mr. Weiss, who found used equip-
ment to get the station up and run-
ning, a trend that would continue for
20 years.

“I enjoyed doing it,” he said. “I
carried over my knowledge of graph-
ics to TV.”

As the driving force behind
Fanwood Community Television, Mr.
Weiss videotaped hundreds of com-
munity events and council meetings
and edited hundreds of programs,
many historical in nature, in the small
space now called the “studio” on the
second floor of the historic Fanwood
train station on North Avenue.

“Everything ran on VHS tapes,
played back on Panasonic VCRs that
ran on an industrial timer that George
lashed together to play one tape after
the other,” said Fanwood Council-
man Tom Kranz, who is overseeing a
modernization of the community tele-
vision operation. “This is how
Fanwood TV has operated for two
decades. It’s amazing what George
was able to do with very little money
and donated equipment.”

Today, Mr. Weiss enjoys visits from
his son, daughter and three grand-
sons and has started writing a movie
script. The concept is still evolving,
but it starts with a couple in the 1800s
who get trapped in a cave during a
storm, live out their lives there and
whose bodies are then discovered in
modern times.

“I’m still working on the story,” he
said.

And he is starting a music club at
The Chelsea.

“I’m playing what the people here
consider to be good music,” he said,
holding a Mario Lanza CD.

He is enjoying what he calls his
fifth retirement at The Chelsea. Who
knows what will be next?

Mountainside Announces
Memorial Day Activities

MOUNTAINSIDE — The Bor-
ough of Mountainside will spon-
sor a Memorial Day ceremony fol-
lowed by a parade on Monday,
May 25, honoring those who have
died in service to the United States.
All are invited and encouraged to
participate.

The ceremony will take place at
11:30 a.m. at the Veterans flagpole
monument on Constitution Plaza,
between the firehouse and the
Mountainside Public Library. Upon
conclusion of the ceremony, veter-
ans, Scouts, rescue squad, fire de-
partment and police department per-
sonnel, along with community
groups, will  parade toward
Deerfield School. The parade will
proceed from Constitution Plaza up
to Bridle Path to Wood Valley Road
to Central Avenue, ending in the
Deerfield School parking lot. It is
expected to conclude at 12:30 p.m.

The grand marshal for this year’s
parade will be Norman Hobbib.
Mr. Hobbib served in the U.S.
Army during World War II, from
1943 to 1946. His service included
16 weeks of Infantry Basic with

the 66th Division at  Camp
Blanding, Fla.; 12 months in ASTP
at Georgetown University, Wash-
ington, D.C.; 12 weeks of Medical
Basic at Camp Crowder, Mo.; 12
weeks of Surgical Tech School at
Brooke General Hospital, San An-
tonio, Tex., and seven months in
the Pacific Theater, Philippines,
serving as a surgical technician.

He was awarded the World War
II Victory Medal, American Ser-
vice Medal, Asiatic Pacific Medal
and Good Conduct Medal. Mr.
Hobbib currently serves with the
Mountainside Veterans of Foreign
Wars (VFW) and has been a
Mountainside resident for 53 years.
He is the married father of two
sons and also has two grandsons
and one granddaughter.

The Mountainside Memorial
Day Parade Committee is com-
prised of individuals representing
the VFW, mayor and borough coun-
cil, Boy Scouts, Cub Scouts, Girl
Scouts, fire department, rescue
squad and others. For further in-
formation about the parade, call
Deanna Andre at (908) 244-4111.

FUN AND FITNESS...Participants enjoy Fun Junction during the Westfield
Area Y’s Healthy Kids Day festivities last year. This year’s event will take place
this Saturday, April 25, from 1 to 4 p.m., at the Main Y Facility, located at 220
Clark Street, Westfield.

Westfield Area Y to Present
Healthy Kids Day Saturday

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Area Y will join more than 1,500
YMCAs nationwide in hosting
YMCA Healthy Kids Day this Sat-
urday, April 25, from 1 to 4 p.m.
Open to the public, this special
event, sponsored in part by Inves-
tors Bank in Garwood, will offer
an afternoon of free activities pro-
moting healthy eating, healthy hab-
its, family activities and safe and
healthy neighborhoods.

Free activities at the Main Y Fa-
cility, located at 220 Clark Street,
Westfield, will include:  Inflatable
obstacle course; carnival games;
arts and crafts; Aquaducks Syn-
chronized Swim Show at 1:15 p.m.;
Overlook Hospital Teddy Bear
Clinic (bring a bear);  Toddler Play-
house and Fun Junction; bicycle
safety; Westfield Rescue Squad
ambulance tours;  camp open

house; fitness testing; health
screenings; Community Partners
information; healthy treats and
other giveaways, and membership,
camp and program special offers.

New this year, Stew Leonard III
Children’s Charities is reading
“Stewie the Duck Learns to Swim”
with a special appearance by
Stewie the Duck. Stew Leonard III
Children’s Charities is dedicated
to water safety awareness and edu-
cation, including providing swim
scholarships and lifeguard train-
ing.

For more information, contact
Amanda Aguirre, Westfield Area
Y associate director of physical
programs, at (908) 233-2700, ex-
tension no.  258,  or  e-mail
aaguirre@westfieldynj.org. Infor-
mation also is  available at
westfieldynj.org.

CONTACT We Care Adds
New Volunteers to Its Ranks

WESTFIELD — CONTACT We
Care, headquartered in Westfield, re-
cently welcomed a new group of vol-
unteer listeners to its suicide-preven-
tion hotline, where they will be among
those who answer the calls and texts
of people who are in crisis, feeling
suicidal or depressed. The hotline
now has more than 200 volunteers
answering more than 14,000 phone
calls and texts annually.

The newest listeners and all their
co-volunteers were celebrated at
CONTACT’s annual Volunteer Rec-
ognition Night, held March 3 at the
Grillstone Restaurant in Scotch
Plains. In addition to listeners and
texters, volunteers include board
members and those who help with
fund-raising and marketing.

CONTACT volunteers are given
50 hours of instruction in empathetic
and non-judgmental active listening
and mental health issues and attend a
two-day intensive session on suicide
intervention called ASIST, or Ap-
plied Suicide Intervention Skills
Training. Training is followed by an
internship on the lines with experi-
enced listeners.

“Our listeners are the heart of CON-
TACT We Care,” said Joanne Oppelt,
the hotline’s executive director. “Re-
search shows that when a person is in
crisis, having someone to talk to eases
their distress, not only while they are
on the call but for weeks afterward.

We could not achieve all we do with-
out our listeners.

“At the same time, our other volun-
teers play vital roles, as well,” Ms.
Oppelt continued. “Our board mem-
bers provide the leadership neces-
sary to operate an organization like
this. Our fundraisers help raise the
money that keeps our listeners on the
lines. And our marketing volunteers
make sure people know we’re here
for them. Once a year we celebrate
them all and say ‘thank you.’”

Anyone interested in becoming a
volunteer at CONTACT We Care is
asked to contact Sue Fasano, director
of programs, at (908) 301-1899 or
sue.fasano@contactwecare.org.

CONTACT also provides training
to members of the public, commu-
nity groups and businesses in suicide
awareness and prevention, active lis-
tening, mental health first aid and
preventing teenage suicide. Those
interested in learning more about or
scheduling training also should con-
tact Ms. Fasano.

CONTACT We Care serves Cen-
tral and Northern New Jersey and is a
primary responder to calls to the na-
tional suicide prevention line (1-800-
273-TALK or 1-800-SUICIDE) that
originate in New Jersey. Callers also
reach CONTACT by dialing (908)
232-2880 or texting “CWC” to
839863. All calls are free, anony-
mous and confidential.

WE CARE...The newest volunteer listeners at suicide prevention hotline CON-
TACT We Care are celebrated at the organization’s annual Volunteer Apprecia-
tion Night on March 3 in Scotch Plains.

Library Friends Announce
Book Donation, Sale Dates

WESTFIELD — The Friends of
the Westfield Memorial Library in-
vite area residents to donate gently
used books, CDs, recorded books
and DVDs for their annual fund-rais-
ing book sale. Donations will be ac-
cepted today and tomorrow, April 23
and 24, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. each
day, and Saturday, April 25, from 10
a.m. to 1 p.m. Items may be brought
to the library’s “arcade entrance,”
located at 550 East Broad Street.

The Friends welcome donations
including adult and children’s hard-
cover and paperback novels and non-
fiction books in good, sellable condi-
tion. VHS tapes, cassettes, records,
encyclopedias, textbooks, condensed
books, outdated travel, health or busi-
ness books will not be accepted. Book
donations are tax-deductible and re-
ceipts will be provided upon request.

The sale will open in the library’s
main meeting room with a selection
of about 30,000 books with a Mem-
bers Only Preview on Tuesday
evening, April 28, from 6 to 8 p.m.,
and on Wednesday, April 29, from 9
a.m. to noon. Memberships will be
available at the door. The sale will be
open to the public beginning Wednes-
day, April 29, from 2 to 8 p.m. On
Thursday, April 30, and Friday, May
l, sale hours will be 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.
The sale will continue on Saturday,
May 2, from 9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.

For the entire sale, teachers will be
able to “buy two, get one free” by
showing their NEA card.

There will be special pricing for
the general public on April 29 and 30,
between 5 and 8 p.m., with “buy two,
get one free” on cookbooks, self-
help, philosophy, diet, health, exer-
cise, small paperbacks and hardcover
fiction books.

All books will be marked half-
price on May 1. Bag Day is May 2,
when customers can fill a shopping
bag for $5. Bags will be provided.

For the safety of patrons, strollers
will not be allowed. All proceeds
from the Book Sale benefit the
Westfield Memorial Library.

Parade Committee
Seeks WWII Vets

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Parade Committee
invites all residents who are veterans
of World War II to participate in this
year’s parade on Monday, May 25.
This invitation is extended to all World
War II veterans, regardless of duty
station, including stateside and over-
seas assignments.

The Parade Committee has made
arrangements for a float to transport
these special members of the Great-
est Generation as they are applauded
for their service to America by their
fellow citizens along the parade route.

The Memorial Day Parade will pay
tribute to American military person-
nel of all wars who made the ultimate
sacrifice by giving their lives in ser-
vice to their country.

This year’s parade theme will be
the 70th anniversary of the end of
World War II. The parade will recog-
nize the dedication, commitment and
sacrifice of the residents of Scotch
Plains and Fanwood who served in
the United States Armed Forces dur-
ing World War II.

World War II veterans who are
interested in joining their military
comrades in the parade are asked to
register with the Parade Committee
by calling the Scotch Plains Munici-
pal Building at (908) 939-8448.

Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group

Dentistry for Infants, Children
Adolescents, and Special Needs

555 Westfield Avenue, Westfield
www.kidsandsmiles.com

908-232-1231

Julie Jong, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Kelly Walk, D.D.S.
Board Certified

John Chang, D.D.S.
Board Certified

• New Patients Welcome
• Laser Dentistry
• In Office General Anesthesia

DUGHI, HEWIT & DOMALEWSKI

Criminal Defense Matters

State and Municipal Criminal Court

Motor Vehicle Tickets • DWI

Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor

Mention this ad for a complimentary conference

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
(908) 272-0200 • www.dughihewit.com

LAWRENCE A. WOODRUFF

ATTORNEY

ESTATE PLANNING - WILLS AND TRUSTS.
DURABLE POWERS OF ATTORNEY

201 SOUTH AVE
WESTFIELD

654-8885

PROBATE AND ESTATE SETTLEMENT

DIVORCE LAW

ACCREDITED FAMILY LAW MEDIATOR

REAL ESTATE

First Baptist Offers
Men’s Breakfast

WESTFIELD — A Men’s Break-
fast will take place on Saturday, May
9, at 8:30 a.m., at the First Baptist
Church of Westfield. The church is
located at 170 Elm Street.

Men are invited to come and enjoy
breakfast and conversation. Break-
fast will be provided. For additional
information about this event, inter-
ested persons may call (908) 233-
2278.


